Chapter 10

 Violent Crime

Roots of Violence

Personal traits

· _____brain injuries___________, mental illness, abnormal brain wave patterns, low intelligence, psychotic symptoms, depression, psychopathology, etc.

Ineffective families

· ___family____________ violence, physical and sexual abuse, physical punishment, inconsistent discipline.

· The brutalization process.

Roots of Violence

____cultural__________ values 

· Wolfgang and Ferracuti (1967).

· Culture of violence is found in specific areas.

· Promotes use of violence to resolve disputes.

· e.g. Gangs use ____violence___________ to demonstrate membership.

Regional values

· e.g. Western provinces and states.

Roots of Violence

_____substance____________ abuse

· Alcohol increases aggression

· Pharmacological effects

· Trafficking creates disputes

· Addiction creates need for money

· ____economic_______________ effects

Roots of Violence

· Firearms availability 

· Facilitating factor.

· ____81__________% of gun-related deaths are suicide.

· Use in homicide and suicide has declined.

Sexual Assault

· Rape

· “Carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will”.

· Became ___sexual assualt______________ in 1983

· Recognized as a crime of violence, not lust.

· Easier reporting and prosecution.

Rape and Sexual Assault

· Level I 

· _______simple________ sexual assault.

· Level II

· sexual assault with a ____weapon____________ or resulting in bodily harm.

· Level III

· _______aggravated__________ sexual assault.

History of Rape and Sexual Assault

· Women were viewed as _______property_____ of men.

· Rape and abduction were means of claiming ownership.

· Rape reduced the value of daughters.

· _________Middle _________ ages.

· “Heiress stealing” by ambitious men.

· 15th century.

· Laws protected noble women from rape.

Incidence of Sexual Assault

· Significantly under-reported to police.

· Fewer than _____1______ in 10.

· Embarrassment, think nothing can be done, blame themselves.

· Higher rates in _____urban______areas.

· Most occur in summer months. 

Types of Rapists

(Groth and Birnbaum, 1979)

· ______anger rape_____________ (40%).

· Means of expressing rage (sexual aspect may be an afterthought)

· ______excessive brutality____________ – the woman is usually physically beaten

· More likely to receive sympathy from peers, relatives and justice system and less likely to be accused of precipitating attack.

Types of Rapists

· Power rape (__55__%).

· Exert control over women; less violence used.

· Not sexual gratification but personal insecurities about heterosexuality and manhood

· Lack of evidence of physical violence may reduce the support given to the victim

Sadistic rape (_5____%).

· Abusive and degrading; Involves ritual and torture.

· Victims are usually related to a personal characteristic he wants to harm or destroy.

· This victim needs psychiatric care long after physical ounds heal

Types of Rapes

· Assaults by ___stranger_____________.

· 20% of reported assaults (2002).

· More likely to be reported than acquaintance rape.

· Date rapes.

· Canadian college women survey (1993). coercion.

· 25% in the previous year.

· Increased use of date rape drugs.

· Cases of gang rapes. 

Types of Rapes

· _____marital__________ Rape

· Sexual assault is common as part of domestic violence.

· Marital exemption

· Sexual consent was seen as part of the marriage contract.

· Abolished in Canada in _____1983_________.

· Also in many other countries.

Cause of Rape

· ____evolutionary/biological factors___

· Aggression gives reproductive advantage.

· Male socialization

· Stereotypes of masculinity, response to sexual insecurity.

· ____mental illness/personality disorder___

· Social learning and pornography

· Imitation.

· Sexual motivation

· Normal response to abnormal environment?

Murder and Homicide

· Murder

· Homicide with intent and malice.

· ___first degree _ murder

· Planned and premeditated.

· ___second degree__murder

· All other killing with malice (intent).

· ______manslaughter__

· Voluntary.

· In the heat of passion in response to sudden provocation.

· Involuntary.

· Negligence causing death.

Nature and Extent of Homicide
Nature and Extent of Homicide

· Victims

· Mostly _____male____, over 18. 

· Knew ____their killer__.

· Females more likely to be killed by husband or lover.

· Suspects

· Mostly male, over 18.

· Youth, under 10%.

Nature and Extent of Homicide

Murderous Relations

· ____Spousal homicide___

· Reflects history of violence.

· Mostly female victims, male offenders.

· Issues of jealousy, power and control.

· ______infanticide______

· Usually by very young, single women.

· Children as offenders

· Rates rise with age, victims are usually acquaintances, mostly by guns.

Murderous Relations

· _________________ homicide

· Usually related to robbery, drugs.

· Few are random or motiveless or the result of “rage”.

· Luckenbill found a typical pattern of provocation followed by retaliation leading to violence.

· ___________________as a result of household theft.

· Youth as part of culture and lifestyle.

· Also thrill, gang and cult killings.

Serial Murder

· ____3____ or more victims in sequence

· Primarily sociopaths characterized by

· Violence toward ___children and animal___. 

· Superficial relationships with others.

· Difficulty in relating to the opposite sex.

· Possible causes

· Mental illness, neurological damage, child abuse and neglect, childhood anxiety.

Types of Serial Murderers

Holmes and DeBurger (1988)

· ___visionary____

· Hearing voices.

· ____mission-oriented____

· Rid the world of undesirables.

· Hedonistic

· Sexual thrills.

· Power/control-oriented

· Killing to demonstrate power.

Women and Serial Killing

· Estimated __10-15__%

· Less violent and sadistic

· Smothering and poisoning.

· Personal characteristics

· Alcohol and drug abuse.

· Mental illness.

· Abusive family, low SES.

· May be an accomplice to male killer

Controlling Serial Murder

· Serial murders are ______difficult to solve______

· Frequently no relationship to the victims, leave few clues.

· Official reports may be inaccurate.

· Victims are often marginal, killers are mobile.

Assault

· Most ____common violent offence______

· 785 per 100,000 population.

· Most are not reported.

· High clearance rate

· 75%. 

· Victim and offender are usually related.

· Offenders are adults

· 81% are ______________

· Only 13% are youths.

SPOUSAL ABUSE

· 6% of Canadians with a current or former spouse reported being physically or sexually victimized by their spouse in the 5 years preceding the survey.

· Those aged 25 to 34 years old were three times more likely than those aged 45 and older to state that they had been physically or sexually assaulted by their spouse.

· In addition to physical and sexual violence, many Canadians also reported being the victim of emotional and financial abuse. Close to one in five (17%) Canadians said that they had experienced some form of emotional or financial abuse.

The Abusive Spouse

· ___alcohol____abuse

· Hostile and dependent

· Obsessive personality

· Experience of child abuse

· _____military___ service

Robbery

Key issue

· Use of violence or threat of violence.

Incidence

· Less than ___10__%of all violent crime (2002).

· 89.6 per 100,000 population in 2003.

· Declining. 

· Only 35% are cleared.

Types of Robbery

· People who work with ____money, valuables____

· Banks, gas stations.

· In open areas.

· Muggings in parks, parking lots.

· Private premises

· Break and enter. Chance meeting

· Bar, party

· Acquaintance between victim and offender.

· Previous association.

Robber Specialties

· Professionals

· Large amounts from commercial establishments.

· Opportunists

· Vulnerable targets.

· Cab drivers.

· Addicts

· To support habit, careful but not committed.

· Alcoholics

· Random, unplanned. Likely to be caught.

Political Violence and Terrorism

· ___revolutionary___ terrorism

· Attack on New York.

· ____political____ terrorism

· Waco, Texas.

· ____nationalistic___ terrorism

· India-Pakistan.

· ____Nonpolitical____ terrorism

· Religious or social causes.

· Abortion clinics, animal rights.

· State-sponsored terrorism

· Death squads, torture.

· Genocide.

· Structural violence- poverty and disease.

· Criminal terrorism

· For monetary gain.

· Weapons sales.

· May work closely with political groups.

What Motivates the Terrorist?

· Various explanations

· Emotional disturbance

· Rationalized compulsion

· Extremist beliefs

· Heightened sense of oppression and martyrdom

· Alienation

· Isolation from complex technological society

Who Is the Terrorist?

· Experiences relative deprivation

· Uses ideological justification

· Upper-class origins (Turk, 1984)

· Politically sensitive

· Articulate

· Ability to influence

· Theoretical, calculating, organized

Responses to Terrorism

· Infiltration

· Rewards

· Antiterrorist legislation

· Banning fundraising, donation to terrorism

· Deportation

· Antiterrorist squads

· Retaliation

· Since September 11, 2001:

· ___anti-terrorist Bill_____ (Canada)
· ____Patriot Act___ (United States)

· Increased security provisions

· Concerns about civil rights

