Guest speaker – CHEO Social worker
What are the unique factors and contexts among the youth compared to the adult population?
· Adolescents who commit sexual offences are unique individuals, a very heterogeneous groups while adult offenders are a more homogenous group, all the same individuals
· Heterogeneous group (all different types of people)
· Exhibit varying emotional and behavioural control, ranging from extremely impulsive to extremely over-controlling
· Sexual interest in prepubescent children from non to exclusively interested in younger children
· Displaying no other antisocial behaviour to a conduct disorder presentation
· Intellectually delayed to gifted
· Compared with adults, adolescent sexual preferences show a lesser association with their offence history
· Sexual preference 
· The adolescent brain has the frontal lobe, parietal lobe, temporal lobe, and occipital lobe are all streams of planning, organizing which make a pathway towards the prefrontal cortex
· Adult offence pattern reflects enduring behavioural tendencies
· Adolescents are more likely to be “risk takers” and “sensation seeking”, any behavioural trait or set of traits may well be reflective of more transient development processes
· Focus of treatment needs to reflect the core of adolescence, the development of self
· Treatment is not about “control” (predominate adult model) but rather about “change and “learning”
· Why is this a complex issue?
·   Consider the seriousness of the sexually offending behaviour and how it is perceived
· Recidivism-Five Possible outcomes 
· Adolescents who have committed sexual assaults, who are never detected by authorities and who stop offending on their own
· Adolescents who commit sexual assaults but are never detected and who continue to offend sexually as adults
· Adolescents who have offended sexually and who stop offending forever once they have been detected by authorities
· Adolescents who have committed a sexual offence and will stop only after being detected and treated
· Adolescents who have committed sexual assaults, have been detected and treated, yet continue to offend
· Consider that it is perpetration by children against children
· Promising risk factors
· Problematic parent-adolescent, relationship/poor attachment
· Adolescents who believe they were “invited” or are “teaching” or that the offending behaviour is harmless or blame the victim of the behavioural was “accidental”
· High stress family environment
· Antisocial interpersonal orientation
· Interpersonal aggression
· Negative peer associations
· Threats, violence or weapons in sexual offence 
· Environment supporting reoffending 
· Consider the rights of all children affected
· Treatment
· Self-control and self-regulation, skill development
· Defining to them of what is “normal”
· Exploration of value and belief systems
· Other targets not directly related to offending
· Impediments to success and how to remove them
· Support the family
· Consider the impact for the offender’s entire family
· Implications for the family
· Divides family
· Managing the loss
· Effect on work/careers
· Emotional consequences
· Involvement of CAS/police/legal system
· Living in fear – what is going to happen next?
· Consider how offenders and victims are often part of the same families and how the parents must both support them?
· Comparing adolescent sexual offenders to nonsexual offenders
· Seto and Lalumiere conducted a meta-analysis of 59 independent studies comparing male adolescent sex offender with non-sex offenders on theoretically derived variables reflecting general delinquency risk factors such as childhood abuse
· It was ranked by group size, the largest group difference was obtained for atypical sexual interest, followed by sexual abuse history and then criminal history, antisocial associations, and substance abuse
· How is this issue understood via the theories from our course?
· Which theories are most relevant to this issue based on the explanations?


Anomie (macro synchronic; recognizes broader structural forces)
· It refers to the breakdown of social norms and a condition in which those norms no longer control the activity of societal members
· Also known as strain theory, it’s also a positivist theory  and structural theory 
· Anomie is closely related with two theorists Durkheim and Merton
· Durkheim states that there’s a condition of “deregulation” in society
· The general procedural rules of a society have broken down 
· People don’t know what to expect from each other
· This ultimately leads to deviant behaviours 
· Higher rates of crime
· Suicide
· Alienation and loneliness 
· Merton states that deregulation was not the cause but that he redefined anomie as a disjuncture (split) between societal goals and acceptable means
· He is talking about class distinctions
· Deviance is explained when those goals and means are separated from each other 
· Therefore, Durkheim was interested in changing social conditions and Merton more so in permanent features of the social structure of a society
· Pathological state of organic society
· When goals are too strongly stressed, the stage is set for anomie
· Not everyone has equal access to legitimate financial success
· This may lead them to search for perhaps, illegitimate ways of succeeding in life
· Inequality
· Individuals caught in these anomic conditions (largely the lower class) are then faced with the strain of being unable to reconcile their aspirations with their limited opportunities
· Crime 
· Legitimate means are not necessarily the most efficient methods for goals 
· Perhaps illegitimate or de-emphasized by society may be better
· However, this is not what Merton suggests as his true success goals are “legitimately” reaching them
· Assumption
· Consensus of values also characterizes anomie theory 
· American society imposes on us the “right” things to do and the “right” ways to do them


Strain theory (micro-synchronic; focusing on the strain between legitimate means and goals for each)
· Merton says that with the goals and means place pressure on the individual to conform 
· Such as the ‘American Dream’, it forces the individual to work hard for it OR instead become members of a deviant subcultures to get those goals 
· Cultural goals versus approved means 
· A summary of Merton’s facts…
· Crime = adaptation
· Normal response to abnormal conditions
· Beyond community environment
· Causal force is social structure
· Social pressures
· Merton rejects social need for deviance
· Certain groups subjected to specific pressures
· Structural arrangements (downwards triangle)
· Unequal access to opportunities places strain on people… 
·  Individuals are basically normal but…
· 1. Rates of deviance are not consistent across all classes 
· 2. Highest rates were consistently found in the lower class
· Normative Order
· 1. Cultural or structural order
· Sets culturally accepted GOALS that motivate social behaviour 
· 2. Institutional means
· Made available to, and approved by, the social structure for achieving these goals 
· Merton’s explanation of crime
· Social structure systematically restricts access to the approved means for a considerable part of the population so they turn to crime
· Assumption 
· Everyone has a common goal, but Merton argues that people can’t attain that goal and this creates problems of strain 
Merton’s typology of Adaptations to Anomie
· Conformity:	Cultural goals (+)	Acceptable means (+)
· Social members accept both cultural goals and cultural means (consensus)
· Goal is wealth through approved middle-class values and methods
· Society’s goals and values are internalized
· Accept legitimized means to achieve goals
· Poses no particular problem to society
· Ex: education  employment  success ($)
· Innovator:	Cultural goals (+)	Acceptable means (-)
· Most crime takes the form of innovation
· Goals are accepted
· Approved means by which to achieve such goals are lacking 
· Develops socially unapproved means by which to achieve wealth 
· Found among the ‘lower class’
· Social structure limits access to the means 
· = “an intense pressure for deviance
· Does not pose a threat to the social order
· Their adaptation reinforces the cultural goals
· Ex: fraud, stealing, selling drugs
· Ritualist:	Cultural goals (-)	Acceptable means (+)
· Scaling down of one’s expectations of personal success
· Rejects the possibility of achieving wealth 
· But retains loyalty to the norms of hard work, honesty
· Individual cannot disregard the rules & develop alternative means 
· Found among lower middle working class
· Achieves minimum level of success through legitimate institutionalized means
· Satisfied with less
· This adaptation is a consequence of the high status placed on achievement anxiety about status to achieve produces fear
· Avoids potential frustrations poses no particular threat to social order
· Ex: 9-5 factory workers
· Retreatist:	Cultural goals (-)	Acceptable means (-)
· State of anomie generates internal conflict, frustration and defeat
· The individual “drops out”
· Retreatists do not contribute to the functioning of society
· In society but not “of” society
· Least common but most reviled
· ‘us’ vs. ‘them’
· Ex: drug addicts (sells and uses), alcoholics, vagrants, mentally ill = escapes
· Rebel:		Cultural goals (+ & -)	Acceptable means (+ & -)
· Replaces socially legitimized values with new ones
· Adaptation to a situation in which the “institutional system” = barrier to success
· The rebel seeks to modify the social structure by changing both goals and means
· Rejects cultural goals and acceptable means
· New values may be political via violent means, spiritual means, scholarly means
· Often ceases to function as a member of the larger existing social order
· Alternative culture or counterculture
· Only adaptation which can threaten existing social order
· Ex: revolutionaries, cults, intellectuals, spiritual, political levels

Solutions:
· 1. Re-establish equilibrium so that members no longer feel alienated
· 2. Improve access to legitimate opportunities
· Education
· Employment opportunities (training)
· Economic growth
· 3. Reduce aspirations 
Critical assessment of Strain
· + it acknowledges the larger structural forces that contribute to deviance
· - oversimplified class analysis 
· - deterministic
· - still within a consensus model
· - no structural changes expected
· - responsibility = individual to adapt to the problematic structure
· - assumption that we all share same aspirations
· - system widening
· - maturity
· - rigid categories
· - rigid specificity of deviance and adaptations; retreatist and ritualist (drugs)
Subcultural Theories (micro/macro synchronic; focuses on individual and groups’ behaviours)
· Cohen’s subculture theory  is a strain or structural theory
· Social disorganization
· Deviance = Result of community disorganization
· Differential association
· Deviance = learned in association with other deviants
· Structural perspectives
· Deviance = strain between legitimate means and dominant goals
· Attempt to move beyond inadequacies of previous theories
· Integration of…
· Social disorganization
· Differential association
· Structure and anomie
· Just like the Chicago School, Functionalism, Anomie and Differential Association, there are inadequate explanations and solutions to crime post-WWII
· Problem is the big city adolescent gangs

Folk Devils by Stanley Cohen
· Ideological construct
· Embodiment of all that is wrong in society
· Carrier of all evil, immorality, and social disorder
· Ex: Subcultural youth
· Rebelliousness of gang youth = sigh of fundamental challenge to social order and institutions
· Urbanization = divided neighbourhoods = urban decay = gangs
· Subcultural theories = response to inadequacy of…
· Functionalism
· Social disorganization 
· Differential association
· Anomie 
· To overcome inadequacies:
· Combined elements of…
· Merton’s anomie theory
· Sutherland’s differential association
· Shaw and McKay’s social disorganization
· Subcultural theories = change of focus
· Not viewing subcultures as a social problem 
· But viewing subcultures as a solution to dilemmas
Delinquent Boys by Albert Cohen
· Cohen states that delinquent behaviour is most often found among lower-class males 
· Gang delinquency is the most common form
· It’s NOT a rational act but rather an emotional act
· Failure of living up to middle class values has brought delinquency
· Cohen explains that frustrated lower-class youths to middle-class is the reason
· Children become delinquent depending on the degree and strength of their interaction with members of the delinquent subculture
· Children or people of lower-class are not prepared for jobs by middle-class
· They are weak holding on values of long term individual success
· Middle-class measuring rod
· A set of standards that are difficult for the lower-class child to attain in school
· Middle-class teachers would have standards such as…
· Sharing
· Delaying gratification
· Setting long-range goals
· Respecting others’ property
· When they do not measure up to middle-class expectations…
· Disapproval
· Rejection
· Punishment which undermines their self-esteem
· Frustrated and rejected 
· Therefore, they turn to gang involvement as deviant careers
Four types of Deviant Subcultures by Cohen and Short
· Parent-male
· Father of deviant subcultures 
· Conflict oriented
· Intended to form through a geographic space
· Drug addict 
· A reflection of retreatist
· Semi-professional 
· A collective means of goals through groups
Focal concern theory by Walter Miller – Class analysis
· Miller rejects Cohen’s emotional interpretation of gang delinquency 
· Miller uses the concept of the focal concern rather than value to describe the things important to subcultures
· Distinct lower class subculture evolved via American industrialization and assimilation of immigrants from Europe
· Long term effect:
· Lower class culture = specific norms and values = gang delinquency
· Specific characteristics or behaviours = appropriate to lower class subcultures – even though they violate moral and legal codes
· Behaviour of lower class gang members = consistent with values of many American lower class communities
· Lower class subcultures are organized through six major focal concerns…
· Trouble: Commitment to law-violating behaviour
· Toughness: Physical durability of being fearless, brave, daring
· Smartness: People’s trick to manipulate others 
· Excitement: Taking risks for the thrill
· Fate: The circumstances that they live in, they just have to accept them; luck
· Autonomy: Independence; not having to rely on others for deviance
Differential opportunity theory by Cloward and Ohlin 
· The middle-class individuals share the same success goals, but those in the lower-class have limited means of achieving them 
· 1. They retained the notion of determinism and difference
· 2. They retained the sociological focus on situations
· 3. They attempted to go beyond Merton and Sutherland and Chicago School
· From Merton: blocked opportunities
· C & O unequal access to illegitimate means
· Ex: some thieves may not have access to hotwiring a car
· From Shaw and McKay: spatial variation
· C & O locate gangs in certain urban areas
· Ex: a lot of robberies took place in city areas
· From Sutherland: association and interaction
· C & O apply ‘association’ to subcultural interaction
· Ex: getting used to the thug life
· Five Key Questions:
· 1. What are we trying to explain?
· Delinquent subcultures
· 2. Where do we find delinquent subcultures?
· a) “Urban areas” among b) “adolescent” c) “males” in d) “lower class areas”
· 3. Why do some people not conform?
· Adjustment problem is driving people away from the consensus; strain
· 4. Why do gangs commit certain kinds of deviance?
· Group response to shared problem
· Range of opportunities for illegitimate solutions depends on economic position, age, gender, ethnicity, personality
· What is the possibility for people to come together?
· What is the reason for people coming together?
· 5. Why do delinquent subcultures persist or change?
· Depends if the collective solution continues to solve the adjustment problem
· If the recruitment is not successful, that’s going to compromise the logistics of their behaviours
· Three types of delinquent gang subcultures:
· Criminal
· Conflict
· Retreatist 
· Solutions…
· Increase access to legitimate opportunities
· Decrease access to illegitimate opportunities
· Critical assessment of Subcultural Theories
· + no longer exclusively individualistic; group focus and intervention on group
· - lack of attention paid to the social structure because assumed consensus
· - Partially reactive but also proactive
· - do not take into account racial tension
· - assumption of normative consensus 
· - assumption of high levels or organization in types of deviant behaviour
· - research on gang delinquency feeds moral panic
Social Control theory (micro synchronic; focusing on etiological issues than social structure)
· It explains in conformity rather than explaining deviant acts like most theories mentioned
· It is a positivist theory and it is consensus based
· It attributes crime and delinquency to the usual sociological variables…
· Family structures
· Education
· Peer groups
· Also known as socialization theory
· The most important way to exercise control is through the process of socialization 
· We “teach” the right way to do things (rules and norms)
· Social control theory emphasizes the quality of this process
· Social context
· 1960s
· Challenge of values and rules
· Despite all the evolutionary idea
· Defence of values and rules
· Deemed more conservative; holding on to status quo
· What makes people conform?
· Changes the question asked (vs. deviate)
Containment theory by Reckless (earlier form of positivism)
· It explains delinquency between two forms of control:
· Internal (inner) and external (outer)
· Inner containment: components of the “self”
· Excluding the external influences that may hurt you
· Having a higher resistance and a high sense of responsibility
· Synonym for control
· Outer containment: social environment 
· It’s the socialization process that helps us reinforce
· Disciplining a child from parents of such expectations
· Having a reasonable opportunity of keeping yourself busy
· Having a social acceptance from your identity
· “Self-concept”
· Internal forms of containment are more important 
Techniques of Neutralization
· Neutralize behaviours 
· Suspend commitment to values
· Bond to deviant values
· Re-negotiate relation to values
[bookmark: _GoBack]Social Control theory by Hirschi (micro theoretical)
· People’s commitment to conformity
· Importance of the social bond
· Varying degrees of morality
· Conformity  strong internalized norms + desire for approval
· Deviance  broken or weakened bonds to society
· Four elements to social bond:
· Attachment
· Involvement
· Commitment
· Belief
Solutions 
· Common sense approaches
· Having a sense of reward
· Social activities
· Being involved
· Participation
· Engaged in different opportunities
· Social policy
· All above = increases involvement
· Quality socialization
· Increase commitment, attachment and belief
· Social control as socialization
· Control has to do with obeying rules and regulations
· Socialization is more of a modeling behaviour; teaching values and behaviours
Critical assessment of the Social Control theory
· - optimistic 
· - individualistic micro level responses
· - do not problematize the influences of social, economic, political or cultural powers on the socialization of individuals
· - do not represent a significant shift in explanation or response to deviance
· - do not address complexity of conformity
· - do not examine the extreme control that corrupts conformity
Reconsidering conformity and control 
· Complexity of conformity
· Conform to “right” or “wrong”
· Peer coercion to “conform” to drugs, sex
· Inmate or employee codes of ‘silence’
· State coercion (military police) to torture, murder, rape
· Para-military coercion (child soldiers)
· CONFORMITY
· = CORRUPTED, COERCED, CIRCUMSTANTIAL
· Corrupted is the inferiority by errors and altercations
· When child soldiers learn to behave in aggressive military acts by what they are told to do
· Coerced is unintentionally forcing another to conformity
· There’s a social pressure of attending to a party even though no one is forcing you to go
· Circumstantial is the temporary moment of conformity
· It could be stealing for survival
Rational theories (micro synchronic; it has to do with punishing offenders and helping victims)
· It assumes that individuals always make logical decisions that provide them with the best benefit or satisfaction that are in their highest self-interest
Routine Activity Theory by Cohen and Felson  
· It states that the volume of criminal offenses is related to the nature of everyday patterns of social interaction
· As the pattern of social interaction changes, so does the number of crimes
· it is a classical theory, consensus-based, and individualistic
· Three major areas of a criminal event
· Motivated offender
· Suitable target
· Absence of capable guardian
· Rational choice by Cornish and Clarke
· Involvement decisions 
· 1. To be compelled someone to criminal activity
· 2. To continue carrying out those criminal activities
· 3. To stop carrying out those criminal activities 
· Event decisions
· Implications for crime prevention
· Classification and policy implications
