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What is a Theory?

· Definitions
· It is a set of interconnected statements which seek to describe the relationship between two or more distinct entities or phenomena.
· Characteristics
· Abstract
· Prosaic
· Wordy.  Explain how you got your answer.
· Open-ended
· Allowed to add on personal interpretation towards ideas presented by other people.
· Culturally and historically influenced
· Elements
· Functions
 

Political Theory

Systematic argument about the ends of human life, and about how a given society or community should be ordered so that those ends can be best attained.
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Basic Elements of a Theory

1. Ontology
i. A set of claims or assumptions about the nature of reality, what kinds of objects exist, their consistency, and their behaviour.

1. Epistemology
i. A set of claims or assumptions regarding what kind of knowledge is valid and useful, what limits of this knowledge are limits and how it can be acquired.

1. Concepts
i. Definitions that function as lenses to identify and bring together the important elements of  a thing or phenomenon. Concepts generally refer to something that is abstract or not physically present.

 

Functions of Theory

· Empirical (or Explanatory)
· How does _____ work?
· Normative (or Critical)
· Does _____ work like it should?
· Speculative (or Utopian)
· How should we redefine/redesign _____?
 

Important Dates: Greece

499BCE - Greco-Persian wars begin

490BCE - Battle of Marathon, first greco-persian war ends

479BCE - Victories over the Persians at Thermopylae

449BCE - Final peace with the Persians

431 - 404BCE Peloponnesian War

338BCE - Conquest of Greek world by Philip of Macedon

 

 

Ancient Greece Continued...
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Greco-Persian Wars

· City-states had to come together in an alliance to hold their own against the Persians
· Initially led by the Spartans. Then Athenians took over.
· Athenian leadership was called the Delian League
· Based at the Greek island of Delos
· Herodotus
· Wrote "The Histories"
· Documentation of the Greco-Persian war.
· Not the most accurate history
 

Peloponnesian Wars

· Battle between Athens and its allies against Sparta.
· On going tension between the two city states
· Kinda like the cold war
· Represents competing idealogies
· Athens major centre of commerce, art, culture. Sea power. Good Navy. Very open city. Democratic.
· Spartans were a land power. Small city with limited citizenship. Very closed city. Oligarchy. All about military. Thought art was for girls. Very simple people.
· Divides the Greek world.
· Athens lost.
· Waste of resources and energy. Leaves them to be week.
· Philip of Macedon comes in and conquers them.
· Lots of city-states meant lots of political experimentation.
· More intensely political than nation-states today.
· Greeks not really interested in conquest.
 

People of Greece

· Had two different words for citizen.
· Citizen - somebody who can participate in political accept. Men were beautiful.
· Larger Citizen - women, children
· Women - out of public life. Different place in the house. Was kinda just in their.
· Being gay was okay (Athens).
· Basically, women were just used to create more men.
· Slaves
· Acquired through the slave market.
· Not citizens.
· Cant own any property.
· People who are in politics, those that don't have to make a living for themselves. 
 

Moral Precepts

· Courage
· Wisdom
· Justice
· Knowing what the right thing to do is.
· Moderation
· Self-control.
 

Athens

· One of the big cities in Greece.
· 300,000 population
· 40,000 full citizens
· Important Dates
· 594 The Constitution of Solon
· Form and structure of government, not a written document.
· 508 Democratic reforms of Cleithenes
· 461 to 429 "the age of Pericles"
· Lots of democratic reforms
· 411 Tyranny of the 500
· Defeat by Sparta, the Thirty Tyrants
· Defeat by Macedonia -> "end" of democracy
· Athenian Democracy
1. Direct Democracy - citizen over age of 17, you can attend and vote on laws. Urban and well-educated. If citizen you can attend

2. Small citizen pool - children, women cant vote. Only 20% of population can vote.

3. Major Posts (in office) - not elected but selected. Almost pulled out of a hat. Filled by groups of people.

· Elected

· Generals

4. No constitutional limitations.

 

Sparta

· Lots of slaves
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Main Institutions of Athenian Democracy

1. Assembly

· Place where laws got made. 

· 6000 people needed in order to pass rules. 

· Met 40 times a year.

· Stasis - things are in a stand still.

· Defining principle "isegoria" meaning public something

· Legislative branch

1. Council of 500

· 10 different city-wards "tribes". 50 each.

· Executive body that runs the assembly.

· Isonomia everybody equal

· Executive branch

1. Law Courts

· No judges in Athens.

·  no prosecutors.

· Power to make laws

· Jury 

1. Generals

· Not complicated

Thucydides (460-395BCE)

· Father of Objective History
· Writes history of Peloponnesian War
· Trying to factual but not actually
· Pericles Funeral Oration
·  2.34 Intro paragraph
· 2.35 Democracy vs custom
· 2.36 Athens' greatness resides in its constitution
· 2.37 Description of athenian democracy
· 2.38 Cultural richness of athens
· 2.39 Military greatness
· 2.40 Domestic/political virtues
· 2.41 Discussion of democracy concludes
 

The Melian Dialogue

Athens

Expediency

Strength                           
Security

Interest
Melos

Virtue

Justice

Freedom

Principle

 

· Melians bring up Principle
· Athenians want them to be part of empire
· Melains Wanted to be neutral friends
· Athenians say no. Rather destroy it than be friends with it.
· Athenians say they are stronger and force their will.
· Gods favour the strong.
· Security
· Stop talking about principle, start thinking about your survival. 
 

Good Questions

Is judgement of Athenian Democracy just?

Is there a contradiction between external and internal politics?

What is the basis of justice?

What is the right way to understand politics?
Nomos or Phusis? The Trial of Socrates
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Nomos - means custom or law

· Justice is objective and unchangeable.
Phusis - nature

 

Is justice a matter of custom or law?

 

Plato

· 399 Trial of Socrates, leaves Athens
· 395 Returns to Athens
· 390 Writes the Apology
· 387 Founds the Academy
· 380 Writes the Republic
· In his dialogues "Socrates" is really him.
· He comes from a fairly rich family
· Glaucon and Adeimantus are his brothers who are characters
· Uncle Critias and Charmides were part of the 30 tyrants
 

Socrates

· From a mid class fam.
· His wife Xanthipe and has 3 sons
· Fought in pelo war.
· Started being Socrates the philosopher at around age of 40
· Walks around streets of Athens asking questions.
· His method of philosophy is the "elentic method
· Comes from greek word elenchos
· Means to test.
· Testing peoples knowledge
· He asks questions
· Doesnt have that many answers.
· "All that I know is that I know nothing"
· Famous saying
· Dialectic start of philosophy.
· Critically examining ideas
· Launching western philosophy.
· Ideas need to be examined
· There has to be a right definition with certain characteristics.
· "Take care of your soul" 
· Moral center, seed of intellect, soul of personality.
· "Know thy self" 
· Think about virtue
· Doesnt take any money.
· Doesnt want to be a teacher.
· Plato interprets socrates as political importance
· He himself stays away from politics
 

 

Apology of Socrates

· Three sections
· Defense
· 17a-18a "preface on his manner of speech
· 18a - 24b response to first accusers
· 24b - 28b response to second accusers
· 28b - 34b digression on his way of life
· 34b - 35d conclusion on nobility and justice 
· Counterassesment
· Parting words
 

he Apology of Socrates
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Socrates brought to trial accusers

· Accused to corrupting the young.
 

Three Sections

· 17a-35d Defense
· 17a-18a Preface on his manner of speech
· 18a-24b response to first accusers
· 24b-28b respond to second accusers
· 28b-34b digression on his way of life
· very important. 
· Explains what he was doing
· Moral consistency.
 

· 34b-35d Conclusion on nobility and justice
· 35e-38b Counter assessment
· Parting words.
· He makes himself superior
· Says he's smarter than everyone
 

Xenophon

· Says Socrates was ready to die at the time of the trial.
 

Trial

· Accusations
· Natural Philosophy
· Atheist
· Inviting wrath of the gods.
· Not a sophist
· Treason
· He apologizes about the way he speaks
· He is ironic
· Argues with people and gets the best of them.
· Does not speak like regular Athenians
· Not persuasively but speak the truth
· Not a sophist
· Guilty
· He makes the claims that he should get free meals like athletes
· Did nothing wrong
· He's not gonna stop what he does even if it gets him out of trouble
· Duty to the gods
· Show that moral consistence is more important.
· Doesnt really wanna save himself.
· Not afraid of death.
 

· Objective Moral Standards
· Accesible to the intelect
· Opposite of athenians way of life
· Justice
· Based on majority rules.
· Opposite of how we should think of things according to Plato
· Plato
· Philosophy is a tool to be used in politics
· Capable of knowing what the values are.
 

Main themes

· The nature and possibility of justice
· Nomos vs phusis
· Critique of democracy
· The relevance of philosophy for politics
· The tension between the philosopher and the community
 

 

Plato's Republic: What is Justice?
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Book I

· All about justice
· Ends with what justice is not.
 

Bridge

Three questions relevant from apology to republic

What is justice? What is its nature.

What is the best constitution. 

What is the proper role of philosopher within community. 

 

Socrates, G and A were at piraes

Whatching new religous festival.

 

Three characters aka Socrates' Interlocutors

· Cephalus - justice is telling the truth and paying one's debts.
· Elderly and rich man.
· Allows you to be virtous.
· Not wealthy, cant pay debts even if you want to.
· His money helps him clean things up
· Make good sacrifices to gods.
· Passive view of justice
· No inclination to do moral things
· Polemarchus - justice is giving each what is owed to them.
· More active view.
· Good to friends, bad to enemies.
· Thrasymachus - justice is the right of the strongest.
· He's a sophist.
· Plato uses him to provide sophistic meaning of justice.
· Might makes right.
· Described as an animal
· Defeated
· Decisively defeated.
· Easily.
· S gets crowd to 
· Plato's use of socratic dialogue 
· He doesnt antagonize people like his teacher.
Plato's Republic: Building the Kallipolis
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Original Greek: Politeia aka the constitution

Main action: building an ideal city.

Starts with question of justice.

Takes two hundred pages to come up with it though.

 

Book 1 - Socrates' Interlocutors

What is justice?

· Cephalus - justice is telling the truth and paying one's debt.
· More passive view.
· He's rich, can pay his way out of trouble.
· Polemarchus - justice is giving each what is owed to them.
· Do good to friends and bad to enemies.
· More active, battle ready view.
· When disproven by S, he says lets work together.
· 3 arguments against by S
· 1 Swords
· Premise of friends asking to hold a sword then asks for it back. But he's crazy now.
· Give friend what they are owed.
· Does not equal a just outcome.
· Justice is inconsistent
· 2 332c - 334b, 334b-e
· Quesiton to produce counter intuitive points
· What good is justice? Whats it for?
· P says its good for keeping contracts
· S says its weird unlike wisdom, asking about truth or courage in war
· Only useful when there is nothing happening aka peace
· During war its useless when contracts are broken.
· Justice seems to be a useless virtue.
· Doctors
· Medicine they know best, they know how to make you sick the best
· Thief
· Good and keeping contracts but they are also best as steaing them.
· Weird
· Following polemarchus premises are wierd
· Half point
· What kind of knowledge is justice?
· What if you think someone is your enemy when they are actually your friend.
· 3 analogy
· What if making excellent people is like making good dogs and horses. Good to friends and bad to enemies
· Treat dogs or horse bad, they only get worse. Same with people
· Problem
 

· Thrasymachus - justice is the right of the strongest.
· Historical sophist.
· New version of justice.
· No objective definition of justice.
· Justice is what people make it to be.
· Loses his temper
· Bad arguments.
· Might it right.
· Almost a savage. Overtaken by aggression.
· Not let off the hook by socrates.
· Presented as a threatening character.
· Whats wrong with it according to S
· 3 arguments
· Knowledge

· Not gonna know what is in their best interest

· 341 b 

· Analogy between knowledge of justice and specialized knowledge

· T doesnt understand knowledege of craft

· Leaders lead for the benefit of the people. When doctors heal, doctor doesnt become stronger.

· This is why people need to get paid.

· Connection between knowledge and virtue

· Conforming to

1. 350 c

· Socrates drwas out virtue, vice and ignorance

· Justice is a kind of harmony

· Properly relation to everything else. Dont out-do people cause that just makes chaos.

·  

 

 

 

Book 1 - Plato's Questions

· What is the definition of justice?
· What kind of knowledge is knowledge of justice?
· Is it a skill?
· Is it a common knowledge?
· Is it a specific form of knowledge?
· What to study to find knowledge?
· Philosophy to help us.
· Not just as systimatical thinking.
· Science that produces knowledge about justice.
· Why is justice the ultimate good?
· Why should we pursue it
· Something universal?
· Works every time.
· Find a definition that applies all the time.
· Cover all possible cases.
 

 

 

 

 

Glaucon

Questions the purpose of justice. Present in book 2

 

 

 

 Plato's Republic: Locating the Virtue
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Thrasymachus

Knowledge is virtue vs might is right.

· Socrates beat T
· Does so by forming a pact with other interlocuters
· 348b
· S suggest form a compact to discover what justice it.
· Teaming up against T
· Forshadow what happens in rest of book.
· Eventually for a city
· Same community.
· Decide what form city should take.
· 351a
· T is beaten
· S theory of the soul
· Three parts
· Rational/calculation
· To be smart
· Spirit part
· Passion where comes from.
· To be couragous
· Apetite part
· Physical hunger
· desires
· Everybody is in it from themselves closely related to individualism
 

Book 2

· Changes occur
· Glaucon and A push him to go furhter
· G says T doesnt argue very well
· Three arguments
· Justice is not the best good
· Dont wanna be scrwed over by other people.
· Invisible
· Just man but image of injustice
 

· Main action
· 368c gets going
· S proposes while soul of a person is small, city in much larger. Instead of finding justice in a small place find it it something nig
· 369a
· Build a city in theory to answer question of what justice is. Easier to see bigger things.
· Plato believes that there is a parallel of individual in the city
· Kallipolis
· Kallos is beautiful, Polis means city aka Beautiful City
· Structure of soul, structure of good city.
· Building of the city has 3 phases
· II 368d-372b - The simple City/ The City of Pigs
· S asks where should justice be?
· Justice must have something to do with the needs of the people
· Something within community.
· 372a
· Problem
· Not enough pleasrue
· G says were giving people with needs to survive and thats it.
· Minimum needs of people
· II 372c - IV 427d The Feverish City -> luxury
· Introduces desire
· Furniture, jewelry
· Telling that description of bulding Plato's city
· Where is virtue now?
· Virtous city
· Pleasure means we need more stuff
· Need for jobs
· Guardians
· Warrior class to protect city from outside, keep a lid on what happens inside city
· Police inside and out of city
· Carries us through building rest of city
· Need to be specially trained.
· Wreak havoc if left to own devices
· Raise, educate and train them properly to avoid destruction of city.
· 375e
· Warriors gotta be like dogs
· Dogs love knowledge and ask how so
· They know and defend what they know against what they dont know.
· Well trained attack dog.
· Describe education
· Dont need to know
· Musical Training
· Music and literature
· Greek PE perfromed to music
· Learn to be in harmony
· Contests to see who absorb training together.
· Labours and pain
· Test physical training
· Fears, Pleasures
· Depart from what they are taught
·  

 

· City Three Distinct Group
· Life still simple, no conflict
· Plato's Principle of Natural Specialization
· Everybody should have special tasks unique to the individual.
· IV 449 - VII 541b The Philosophical City - philosopher kings.
 

Book III

· Who should rule?
· Best/Compete Guardians
· Everybody wants to know?
· What is the city's constitution
· Complete Guardians
· rulers
· Auxiliaries
· Army
· Paid out of taxes
· Live in special open housing
· Eat at common messes within platoons
· Money Makers
 

 

Who Should Rule? The Three Waves
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Easier to see something big than something small. Look for justice in city rather than an individual.

Well ordered city is like a well ordered soul.

 

Simple City/City of Pigs does not please  Glaucon.

· Only physical needs are met.
· Principle of Natural Specialization Introduced
 

The "Feverish City"

· Desires, luxury
· Religion 
· Defend the city
· Guardians
· Good and dangerous at the same time.
· Must be like dogs
· Only vent rage towards people they dont know.
· Love knowledge. Love people they know and not those they dont know.
· Foreshadow notion of education
· Keep from endangering city
· Basic physical condition
· Music aka culture
· Education
· Suppose to domesticate them.
· Determines who are best to rule.
· Top two classes gets
· Life Style
· Very simple
· Eat together
· No chests to keep belongings
· Houses cant be locked.
· Properly constituted city means little needs for law
· Law is a band-aid solution
· If there is something bad, then laws implemented to fix the problem
 

The Kallipollis

· Complete Guardians
· Rational
· Auxiliaries
· Spirited
· Moneymakers
· Appetitive
· This is a Harmonious System rather than Efficient.
· Music used as analogy in which instruments work with each other rather than working against each other.
 

To Find Justice (where are the virtues found in the city)

· Wisdom
· Found within the rulers.
· Reason should rule rather than appetite. 
· It is what allows us to make decisions.
· Appetite has no virtue
· Courage
· Auxiliaries.
· The brave ones.
· Moderation = Order, Justice = Hierarchy
· Found with the Money Makers
· Moderation 
· applies to the whole
· Submit oneself to the law.
· Obey the law.
· Justice
· Know what the law is.
· Have right idea of what the law is.
· Its hierarchy
· 444d
· City to aim for unity.
· No distinction between private and public.
· Everybody searching for virtue.
· Private Interests is bad news bears.
· Eliminate politics from the body.
· Guardians have "complete rule"
 

Why isnt Book 4 the End?

They raise a problem (they is interlocutors)

 

Book 5 (read)

· The Three Waves
· Female Guardians
· Women and Children in common
· Philosopher - Kings 
 

Plato's Republic: The Three "Waves" & The Theory of Forms
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Reason to rule rather than appetite.

· Same thing in city and soul.
· Analogous
 

The Three "Waves" pg 212 518c

1. Equality within men and women. Including in Guardian class.

i. Passed ideas of equality in Sparta

ii. People def not equal.

iii. Justice is hierarchy, everything in their right place.

iv. Same training, but men still better.

1. Women and Children in common

i. Trying to eradicate private ties

ii. Selective breeding necessary.

iii. Most important thing is that citizens prevent any exchange between the classes.

iv. Children go to community nursery.

v. Communism of children.

vi. Gold and Silver children can come from bronze parents,

 

1. Philosopher Kings 473d pg 166

i. Philosophers to rule. 

ii. Plato increases the Drama.

iii. Greeks not to fight other Greeeks

iv. Ridiculous views, S knew it but said it anyways.

v. Philosophy is the most important thing. Needs to play a role in politics

vi. Education

· After establishing knowledge

· Phil Kings must have

· Same training as warrior class happens for two-three years

· At 20, 10 years of math, geometry and astronomy

· Equations first

· 2 dimensional things

· 3 dimensional things

· Can one think with abstract thought?

· 30-35 dialectic, philosophical method

· 35-50 political training.

Book 7

· How to put this city into reality?
· Everybody in the city over age of 10, get out. Philosophers raise children.
 

Theory of Forms

· Reality is two dimensional
· Realm of Forms (EIDOS)
· "Being"
· Truth
· Reality
· Knowing
· Singularity
· Permanance
· Realm of forms, only one IDEAL form for everything we see.
· Chair, there is many kinds. In the Realm there is only one "chair"
· Unity, universality of ideas. Unambigious.  One essence of things
· Only philosopher kings can get to this "truth" of forms
· Should be kings cause they know nature of things
· Tru forms never  change                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
· Material World
· "Becoming"
· Opinion
· Belief
· Appearance
· Sensory Experience
· Multiplicity
· Change
· Cheap photocopys of everything from Realm of Forms
 

· Knowledge is morally good.
· Third Analogy of the Forms
· The Allegory of the Cave (book 7) 
· Asks to imagine...
· People in chairs bolted,
· Can only see shadows cast on the wall
· Thats their reality
· The fire
· In front there are showmen creating shadows
· Creating people in chairs reality
· One person released
· Goes outside of cave
· Sees true nature of things and tells everyone else in cave
· Nobody believes
· Education is  a psychedelic sensation
· Its not putting information into head but turning your head around to see the truth.
· Education program
· Bond philosophers into society
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aristotle's Scientific Naturalism: The Nichomachean Ethics
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Biographical Stuff:

· Student of Plato.
· Not from Athens but from Macedonia
· Home of Philip and Alexander the Great
· Philip conquered Greek city - states
· Aristocratic fam
· His dad was a doctor to the king before Philip
· Studied at Plato's academy
· Does not become head of the Academy
· Eventually comes back and founds his own school called the Lyceum
 

His work:

· Incomplete collection of works as compared to Plato
· Different books, written differently, not in dialogue form. 
· Set of texts that come from library of Lyceum
· Referred to his esoteric writing
· Secret or private writing
· Contradicts himself.
· Doesn't explain himself completely
· Loose ends are NOT tied up
 

The Nichomachean Ethics

· Aristotle's method of inquiry
· What is the best good?
· Look at poli sci
· Which way to approach the question?
· Shows difference how Plato and A are different
· Does not believe in P's theory of form
· Natural scientist
· Specific and not vague concepts
· Looks at data from city
· Long lists in his books.
· Ideal best and practical best
· The ways he looks as Plato's Kallipolis
· Virtue and the good life?
· The importance of politics and political science?
 

Aristotle's Method (more interested in material world)

· Scientific Naturalism -> empiricism, Holism, Teleology
· Empiricism
· Seeing is believing.
· Involves different sets of principles
· Study examples of things and draw general conclusion, define general characteristics 
· Long lists
· Can express things completely with just one definition
 

· Ethical Naturalism
· The Doctrine of the Mean
· Any situation the middle point is the best in excess and deficiency
· How much courage should you have
· Just the right amount of courageous
· Or to much
· Phronesis
· Practical Wisdom
· What the right thing do to needs judgement in any situation
· A views ideals intriscly different 
· Prudence
· A tries to describe different idea of how knowledge works.
· Poli sci according to A
· Episteme
· Systematic, no gaps in knowledge
· Poli sci
· Not a young man's science
· Society
· Nature
· Holistic World
· Nature
· Creates nothing in vain, doesn't waste anything.
· Social Animals
· Always belong in community
· Study human beings in context
· Things should be part of larger things
· Naturalism - definition
 

Aristotle vs. Plato

 

· Aristotle
· Naturalism
· Induction
· Collect empirical cases and build up abstract
· Look at world then develop ideas based on it
· Particular
· Doctrine of the Mean
· Phronesis
· Action
 

· Plato
· Idealism
· Deduction
· Start with abstract ideas and
· Ideas then apply them to the wolrd
· Define ideas
· Universal
· Theory of Forms
· Episteme
· Knowledge
 

 

 

 

 

 What Is the Good Life? From the Ethics to Politics
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What things are AND ought to be.

· Naturalist approach to the world.
· Is statements become ought systems
 

Phronesis

· Prudence in Book 6 chapter 5 of Nicho Ethics
· Ethical knowledge
 

Doctrine of the Mean

· His basic formula for ethics
· Important
· Middle between defficiency and excess
· Ex.
· Courage
· Should be courageous
· Find the middle point in any situation
· What is too much courage?
· River and doll analogy
 

Chapter 6 Book I (NE)

· Seems like A isnt familiar to it.
· He might not have read it for a long time.
· Shows difference of A and P
· 3 general principles
· The good isnt just one thing (para 2-5)
· Addressing P's theory of the form
· Because in the center is his theory of ethics
· Understand the form of the good.
· Book 1 politics he define what it is.
· Looks at existing things aka the Republic in book 2 of Politics
· Good apple is different from good desk, good american president 
· No single form of the good
· The good is not abstract
· Not a for at all
· He does not see what abstract good gets you
· (para 5) man in essence of man
· (Para 6) what good is it that the forms are eternal
· Human beings cant possess the good
· Perfect good that exists in a realm we cant access.
· All we can do is copy it
· What good is that?
 

Aristotle's Theory of the Soul

· Rational Part
· Appetitive Part
· "Plantlike" nutritive Part
 

What is the Good Life? Aristotle's Reasoning

1. The best good is the most complete 

i. Comprehensive, self-sufficient and desired in itself. 

ii. Happiness - ends trying to pursue, they always lead back to happiness. Argued that people are happy because its good for their heart? Nobody puts anything above happiness. Truly happy, it lasts.

iii. How to be happy? - cant be physical pleasure. Not self sufficient. Cant be wealth. Only good as how much relative amount of money you have.

1. A thing or being is good if it performs its function well. 

i. Reason

· Using reason is deliberative choice. Reason in action is making decision. Better to make decision for more complete entity. A bigger picture. 

· Happiness is dependent on political participation.

1. A virtue is the state that allows its possessor to perform its function well.

i. Wisdom

1. Virtue must be exercised in action

i. Decision - making, phronesis

 

Having virtue doesnt matter unless one actually applies it. Using reason

 

 What is Politics? Household Management, Commerce and the Kallipolis
November-09-11
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Politics, Book I

Chapters

· 1-2: What is Politics?
· A answers 
· Criticize ideal city state in Republic
· Criticize the Laws
· Criticize other city states
· 3: Poli Sci vs Household Management
· 4-7: natural Slavery
· 8-11: Wealth Acquisition
· 12-13: Conclusion
 

What is Politics?

· Political Science is the ruling science.
· Aristotle studies politics like his other studies
· Classic definition of human political animal
· Man is a social animal
· We exist in collectivity
· What distinguishes us from others?
· Speech.
· Logos - speech in reason.
· Is Poli Sci the same as Household management?
· Poli Sci is something different.
· Poli Sci is ruling science
· Most noble science
· Authority in three
· Man over wife
· Man over slaves
· Father to children
· What is the most fitting to a free person
· Starts in chapter 2 before he defines politics
· Husbands and wives get together in instinct
· We breed, everybody breed
· Stronger to rule over weak is better
· Master rule over slaves
· For the good of the economy
· Slaves not suited to be free because they have no reason
· Cant make moral choices on their own
· Can only get virtue by being told what to do by someone who has capacity for deliberative choice.
· Politics
· Quote on pg. 3
· Its about freedom
· Thing we do by choice by using rationality
· Stay together for the sake of living well.
· Is that rule between equals.
· Ruling over relative equal
· Relationships of Authority
· Slaves
· Have no reason. Needs to be ruled despoticly
· Women
· Have reason. But it does not rule.
 

Book II

· Criticisms of Plato
· Chapter 2: Principle of Unity
· Inappropriate kind of unity
· Military alliance, grouped together with same function
· A point is that it includes different kinds of people
· City one big fam, communism with guardians, bad news bears.
· Still thinks that some poeple are to rule while most others are not.
· Fam thing, should be with working class. It will be easier to do so with them so that they dont revolt against smal number of ruling class.
· Chapter 3-4: Fam structure
· Chapter 5: Political and Legal Structure
· Chapter 9: Sparta
· He shows little creativity.
· Chapter 5 1264a.
·  

Aristotle's Politics: Citizenship, Political Participation and Reciprocal Equality
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Book III

Chapter 1-5: What is a citizen?

6-8: Typology of Constitutions

9-12: What is justice?

13: Who should rule?

14: Monarchy

15-16: Rule of Law

17-18: Conclusion

 

Ostracicsm

Important for equality in politics

Reasonable to eject poeople occasionally .

 

Sometimes people that dont have virtue to participate in politics n their own have enough virtue to participate in politics if pout into a group.

 

Chapter 15: 1286a25

Little chunks of virtue from several people can be equal to virtue of one "good" person.

Able to make good decisions.

 

Order of city state

Organized by virtue that individual people are able to have.

 

Justice

Treating equals equally.

Treat unequal people unequally.

This leads to who should rule

Figure out hierarchy.

 

What should equality consist of?

1. Qualification in terms of citizenship (oligarchy)

2. High birth (prominent families)

3. Free birth (citizenship status) aka athens' democracy

All have claim

Equality with respect to virtue. Hard to measure. What is virtue?

Virtue with proper function of the city

 

Best Form of City

Polity

 

The Rule of Law

Not one person to rule. But LAW  should rule.

He is trying to solve competing claims on who should rule.

Allowing Law to rule is letting the mean rule.

Ruling at the right time.

Importance of law

Moderating factor in human behaviour.

 

Citizen

Participate in deliberative office

Favors democracy. Not all of us can rule at the same time.

 

Aristotle puts lot of emphasis on politicla participation.

Comes from his conception of citizenship

Idea of rule of law? Comes from A

Defines units of politics

Emphasize importance of politics.

He thinks that poeple are more equal to each other than Plato thinks even tho he still limits the people that can take part in politics.

Politics: What is the Best Constitution?
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Recriprocral Equality, Relative Equality (more or less)

Political Participation - highlights difference in opinion from Plato

· Bronze soul - no place in politics
· Looks for different ways on getting people involved
· People can improve
· Lots more capable to participate that Plato
Politics

· A has different views on it.
· Plato excludes
· Everyone except philosopher kings
A

· More democratic than Plato? 
· Still critical.
· There are still limitation
· Excluded women, vulgar craftsmen (work for daily wages)
· Complicaiton
· Reason to rule
· Justice with heirarchy
· Some people better than others
· Highest virtue to rule
 

Politics, Book III

 

Chapter 

1-5: What is a citizen?

6-8: Typology of Constitutions

· Comparative evaluation of different consstitutions
9-12: What is justice?

13: Who should rule?

14: Monarchy

15-16: Rule of Law

17-18: Conclusion

 

What does he think is the best constitution?

· Polity
· Balance between rich and poor
· Greek word for constitution
· This form of power relationship is the essence of politics. Most desrving of the name
· Defines it as
· Mixture of oligarchy and democracy.
 

Book IV

 

Chapter

1: What is the best constitution?

2-3.6: Types and parts of constitutions

4,6: Types of democracy

5;6: Types of oligarhcy

7-9, 11: Polity

10: Tyranny

12-13: general principles of political stability

 

The Typology of Constitutions

 

	One
	Monarchy
	Tyranny

	Few
	Aristocracy
	Oligarchy

	Many
	"Polity"
	Democracy


 

Best going down, worst going up from the left.

 

A thinks Democracy is one of the worst

· Majority rule in a cruel sense
 

He criticizes Athens

· Chapter 4
· 1292a 5 pg 110
 

Chapter 6

· Exactly how a consituiton works
· Depends on socio economic composition of a certain state.
· People dont have time to participate in politics
· Pg 113, 
 

Polity

· Mixture of oligarchy and democracy
· Trying to find a point in between the two.
· "Middle Constitution"
· Used in chapter 11
· Desirable to include more poeple
· Recognized that some people are better than others but maximize political participation
· He sees value in people with little  virtue grouped together
· Specific way to find mean between oligarchy and democracy will be different in each city state
· Find a mean in all laws
· Lower to invcude more people
· More constitutions
 

· Mean between actual organization
· Averaged out institution that are neither oligarchic or democratic
 

General Principles

· He does not hold to idea that all communities will be the same Polity
· Plato takes his perfect idea and try to make everything empirical fit into it.
· Exclude all adults except philosopher kings
· Political Stability
· Middle Class
· Serious about doctrine of the mean
 

Chapter 11

· Pg 118
· Discusses best institution
From Polis to Empire: Hellenistic Political Thought
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The Decline of Greece, The Rise of Rome

· 509 BCE Foundation of the Roman Republic
· 338 Greece conquered by Philip of Macedon
· 323 Death of Alex the Great
· Break up of Macedonian Empire
· 168 Battle of Pyda - Rome conquers Greece
· 47 End of Roman Rebulic
· 27 Foundation of Empire under Augustus
· 395 CE Permanent Division into Eastern and Western Empire
· Different political entities
· 476 End of Western Empire
· 1453 End of Eastern Empire
 

Influence of Greeks

· Philosophy and culture is what dominates Rome
· Rome like all of city-states start as a monarchy but eventually becomes a Republic
· Romans value Greek culture.
 

Republic (Roman Version)

· Most common translation would be "commonwealth"
· Latin...it means "public thing" (res/publica)
· It belongs to its people.
· Dominant political people.
· The Senate
· Prestigous families
· Kinda like an Arsitocracy.
· Voting by class
· Upper classes get to vote first
· Never really gets down to Plebeians aka common peoples
 

From a Repblic to an Empire

· Rome starts as a Republic
· Cause of extensive territory they were referred to as an Empire
· This is when they get the most geographical land
· Height of military power as a Republic
· 47 BCE
· Caesar marches his soldiers into Rome
· Assasinated in 43 BCE
· 27 BCE
· Octavian wins out, declares himself the first Emperor and changed his name to Augustus.
 

Social and Political Transformations

· Political forms and practices
· Role of politics in everyday life
· Political and moral values
· More of talk of power. 
· Rome is about power and strength 
· Public story
· Very strong military
· Importance of political theory.
· Not big philosophers
· Relied heavily on Greek thouhgts
· Political Symbolism
· Emperors put their faces in their money
· Shows dominance of their political ideal
· It shows political powers
· Its a type of political discussion
· Integrating people
· Good at sales pitch
· Offering benefits of being part of Rome
· Emphasis on Power
· More brutal than ancient greeks
· Very fierce internal competition
· Individual interest 
· Bureaucracy
· They developed it because they need it within an Empire.
· They theoretically developed law
· Its different from political philosophies
· Laws
· Are clear rules on how to run society
· If trying to rule big territory it makes sense to have an outline of standardized procedures
· Manifests uni-directional aspect
· Dont debate law, you follow that shit.
· Duty 
· Is not about debating, you follow law, take actions required
· For Romans heroic citizenship
· Military service all out of "duty" to Rome
· Not very philosophical
· Participation
· Not really that big a deal in Rome
· Means that there is a gap in peoples lives in some degree
· In transition from Polis to Empire(greek) and Republic to Empire (roman)
· It moves away from people in a way that is problematic
· Political membership is important part of identity
· Not the case if one is on the outskirts of the empire.
 

 

 

From Polis to Empire: Cosmopolitanism, Universalism and Natural Law

November-23-11

11:33 AM

Hellenistic Philosophy: Main Schools

· Cynicism -> Diogenes (412-323 BCE)
· A shift in focus from society to nature.
· Most greeks agree with Aristotle.
· High Value in citizenship
· Good things in life come from politics.
· D rejects society
· Begs for food,  dressed in rags
· Never becomes a dominant philosophy
 

· Epicureanism->Epicurus (341-270BCE) and Lucretuis (99-55BCE)
· Emphasis on individual, morality from politics
· Different from Stoics
· Maximize pleasure. Self indulgent hedonists
· Minimize pain
· No larger objective morality
· Live life well, less pain.
· Dont want very much in life, you'll be happy cause you dont experience  disappointment
· Keep desires in check
· Unlike Stoics
· They dont really look to involvement in public life
· Anti-revolutionary
· Follow the law
· Not becuase of a larger moral principle
· Affects of not following might be pain ful
· Lucretius
· "The Nature of Things"
· Explains epicureanism
 

· Stoicism->Zeno of Citium (330-264BCE), Epictetus (50-138CE) and Marcus Aurelius (121-180CE)
· Compatible with Roman political culture
· World is bound together
· World soul
· Everything happens for a purpose
· As a stoic it is your job to accept of what happens to you.
· Classical reason to "tame" the fashions
· Dont react emotionally but see it as a larger philosophy
· Implicaitons
· Politically quietistic
· Slave or emperor or merchant...no political issue
· Accept your role
· Aurelius
· Born to be called upon to rule. Doesnt matter to stoics, you gotta do it
 

· Neoplatonism->Plotinus (205-270CE)
 

Cosmopolitanism

· Kosmos polites "citizen of the universe
· The proposition that all human beings belong to a single community on a shared morality.
 

Major Developments in Political Theory

· Polybius (200-120BCE)
· How does rome become so great
· Roman states have rule of one, few etc
· Roman legal theory->duty
· Natural Law
· A binding moral precept, embeded in nature, that is discoverable by human reason. Natural laws establish universal principles of justice that transcend the laws of any particular political community.
· Originates from stocism 
· Cicero Quote
· Focused on in the reading. Probz important for exam (quote identifying)
· Marcus Aurelius
· Probz on the reading too. Probz i
From Polis to Empire: The Rise of Christendom
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Poltiics changes shape and meaning in this period

 

Natural Law

· In many ways is connected to political changes.
· Cosmopolitan - internationalism..respective of nation states. Root origin is to reject society and politics in turn for nature.
· Citizen of the world.
· Look for virtue not in human community but to nature.
· Politics less central to people lives. Not linked to search for virtue
· More about power and interest.
 

Christianity

· Belonging and idea of community
· We know that there is a different idea of community.
· Commonalty that is proper.
 

Universalism

· The proposition that a given descriptive or normative claim applies to all human beings regardless of particular characteristics such as race, nationality, class, gender and sexual preference
 

DO THE READING OR FAIL THE EXAM.

 

Rome: The Christian Empire

312CE: Constantine converts to Christianity

· Story of intertwining of church and roman state
380 Christianity declared state religion

· Church and state conjoined
·  392 Paganism becomes illegal
395 Final Split of East and West Empire

410 Sack of Rome by Visigoths

425 Council of Nicaea

349 Vandals conquer Roman Africa

476 End of Western Empire

1453 End of Eastern Empire

 

Important Characteristic s:

· Dualism and Eschatology
· Virtues: Faith, Hope, Love
· Less about action, much more again focused on the soul
· Church and State
· Domistical body of christ on earth
· Believe and still feel connection that is important to human beings
· This is what empires DO NOT provide
· Political stuff
· Rank politics and understand worldly affairs differently from classical thingking
· Everything important will happen in the after life
 

"Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the things that are God's"

-Matthew 22:19-22

Being a chirstian means...

 

The Rise of Christendom: Augustine of Hippo
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Download slides online. Do the reading...

 

Earthly authority exists as part of his plan.

Politics is not center to the chirstian belief of salvation

 

Augustine of Hippo

· Born in Thagaste, Numidia in 354
· Converts to christianity in 386
· Becomes bishop of hippo in 395
· Sack of Rome by Visigoths in 410
· Idea that Chirstianity is what made Rome weak.
· He argues otherswise.
· Writes ``City of God`` from 413 to 427
· Large part in response to Rome`s sack.
· Vandals conquer Roman North Africa in 439
· Wrote ``The Confessions`` to talk about his conversion to Christianity.
· Very influential in figuring out what official church doctorine
 

City of God

· Whats it say bro
· Talks about heavenly city and earthly city
· Takes away political essence
· Not very clear.
	Chapter
	1-2,4
	Critizing Earhtly Goods: 

	 
	6-7
	The Virtues, The City, The world

	 
	11-13
	Peace and Order

	 
	15-17, 19
	Sin and Authority

	 
	21, 23-24
	Criticizing Cicero`s ``Republic


 

Everybody wants peace but you can only get it in true from heaven

What kind of peace can we get in this world

· Order - imperfect peace. Allows us to surivive
 

Human beings not meant to rule over one another. But original sin made it so.

Chapter 15. pg 155. 2nd paragraph.

Chapter 7. pg 148. 

Thomas Aquinas: On Kingship and Natural Law

December-05-11

12:59 PM

Thomas Aquinas

· Born in Roccasecca, Italy
· Became a Dominican monk in 1244
· Studied
· In Paris from 1245-48
· With in Cologne with Albert the great in 1248-52
· Writes Summa Theologica, On Kingship in 166-73
· His great work
· Reworks church doctrine. 
· Includes major points about his political theory.
· Known for his aristilian revival
· Important in terms of laying down modern christian world views
· Doesnt argue for political reason
· Doesnt try to refute Augustine
· Cites him approvingly
· His view is dogmatic 
· Wanted to expand people arguments
 

On Kingship

· Associated with Aquinas
· Some doubt about authorship
· Book of advise for the king of cyprus
· Very consistent with his other work
 

Main Themes

· Aristotelian Influence
· Natural Law
· Stoics came to believe over time that every person has an allotment of human existance
· Orderly universe.
· The Common Good
· Tyranny and the Right of Rebellion
 

God created us with reason...we must be meant to use reason.

Political community has importance

Augustine makes politics only about power

Aquinas thinks political community is important

Law is Aquinas' central idea 

 

Aquinas: Four Different Kinds of Law

· Eternal Law
· Laws that are set up to explain how world works
· Natural Law
· Part is gods creation.
· Only rational beings understand natural law.
· Divine Law
· Least important
· We would only know by special revelation. 
· Human/Positive Law
· Takes general precepts we know from natural law and applies it with circumstances
· Specific cases
 

Aquinas has taken Aristotle's views on law etc and ran with it.

· Has idea of abstract ideas and apply it to specific circumstances
 

Political Communities

· Why do we live in them?
· Tells aristotilian story with a christian twist
· We live together because it helps us live more moral lives
· To morally imperfect to live morally by ourselves
· Community helps stay on clear path.
· Political authority exists because of original sin.
· Weird Disconnect
· Monarchies are there for...
· Chapter 6 of kingship
· What do you do with political rulers whose laws violate natural law.
· Aquinas stops short of interpretting
· Pg 208. 
· Unjust kings should be deposed based on authority of natural law
· Cool because he is a religous person not political
· Religion much more powerful and universal.
· Very vague agrgument
Ancient Political Theory and Politics Today
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Ancient Greece (Plato, Aristotle)

From Polis to Empire (Hellenism, Cosmopolitanism, Universalism, natural law)

The Rise of Christendom (Augustine, Aquinas)

 

TAKE SLIDES FROM COURSE WEBSITE. THERE ARE ESSAY EXAMPLE QUESTIONS FROM PAST EXAMS

 

Exam

· What is politics, and what function does it perform in human lives?
· What is the best form of government? How should political processes be structured?
· What are the most important values or objectives, and why?
· Pre - exam Q and A Dec 12 2-3pm at DMS 1120
· Exam: Wed, Dec 14th, 2-5pm SCS 3
 

Format

Part 1: Short Answer (20 marks)

Quotations (from readings): Identify, explain significance, why is it important to theme of course

Answer 4 of 5 

Ie:  "We take human function to be a certain kind of life, and take this life to be activity and actions of the soul that involve reason; hence the function of t excellent man is to do this well and finely."   Aristotle, Ethics, Book 1, Ch. 7

Mention key words like virtue, the good life to give a good answer.

Part 2: Essay (20 marks)

Anser one of the questions below

Six pages double spaced max

Part 3: Essay (20 marks)

Answer one of the questions below. Be careful no to repeat what you have written in Part II
Six pages double paced max

Big picture questions 

Ie: In your opinnion, of all the thinkers that we have studied this semester, whose writings are the most useful for thinking about politics today? Be sure to discuss two or three specific aspects of their thought. Are there also ways that their thought is not relevant to the modern world?

 

ANSWER QUESTIONS DIRECTLY IN ALL PARTS OF EXAM. JUST LIKE THE ESSAYS.

STRUCTURE ANSWERS WELL. DO NOT PUT IRRELEVANT INFORMATION

 

 

 
