 (
Gay Jocks (
Pronger
, 1990)
Thesis:
 This article discusses the experiences of gay men in sport and their particular understandings of masculinity. Homosexuality is socially and historically constructed; sexual categories are forms of social control and marginalization.
Masculinity=manly, vigorous, power; femininity (effeminate)=grow weak, lack of power
Fluidity: Gay men employ masculine/feminine 
behaviour
 at will, depending on their experiences in and interpretations of a particular social context
Gay irony
 – unique way of thinking, communicating, and being from experience of being gay in a heterosexist society (to avoid suffering harassment, gay men learn to pass as straight in settings like locker rooms, etc.-- passing predisposes gay men to a sense of irony)
 
//
Discusses the experiences of gay men in sport and their understandings of masculinity.
 
Homosexuality is socially and historically constructed; sexual categories are forms of social control and marginalization. The meanings of being gay are highly subjective and ambiguous.
How is power related to femininity and masculinity? How 
are
 power relations played out in sport? 
 
Power:
 is the distinguishing feature of masculinity. One form of masculine behaviour is the development/display of physical strength (athletics) (this development fortifies the power relations b/w men & women)
Power as a multiplicity
 of force relations can be seen in men and women
 
the actual development & display of phys strength is one of the many strategies that theses force relations imply
How do the meanings of masculinity differ for gay men vs. straight men? 
The patriarchal significance of the masculine/feminine spectrum of behaviors has little meaning to gay men in their personal lives (men/women equal).
Masculinity for gay men: 2 sides: 
they find erotically attractive & area they can’t perform correctly
Masculinity
 for gay men is not what one is/becomes; 
it’s
 how one 
acts
Pronger
 argues against the notion that gay men are not effeminate/just as masculine as straight men- why? 
Pronger
 argues against “gay men are as masculine as straight men” because: that way of thinking ignores the heterosexual meaning of masculinity (a semiotic instrument for subordination of women) AND the historical influences that have shaped homosexuality (cannot be easily dismissed).Also, men who are gay often act effeminately to show their sexuality
Gay men employ masculine/feminine 
behaviour
 at 
will,
 depending on their experiences in and interpretations of a particular social context- what does
 
Pronger
 term this? 
“
butching
 it up
” when trying to hide their sexuality.
According to 
Pronger
, what is the “ironic gay sensibility”? 
i
ronic
 gay sensibility
”: (unique way of knowing, socially construction of heterosexual society) Gay men communicate by using irony (so they can remain undiscovered by uninitiated).
How do gay men experience irony in athletics? (
anagnorisis
, acting vs. being, the ironies of muscular 
bodies.
anagnorisis
: occurs when interpreter of the irony realizes the irony in the situation (
observers recognition of the ironist as an ironist with a deeper intent than that which is immediately apparent on the surface )gay men reveal themselves through eye contact, touch, etc.
 
acting vs. being
: gay men become consciously aware of others’ uses of masculinity as a technique for passing (gay men don’t be masculine, they act masculine) “macho macho man” 
 “clones” 
two ironies of muscular bodies: 
muscular bodies historically meant to show authority over women & deter other men (not for gay men). 
Effeminate mind in a masculine body.
Race and Ethnicity in Canadian Sport (
Paraschak
, V. & 
Tirone
, S. 2008
)
Thesis: Ethnicity and race is one of the key determining factors for one’s sport participation and their abilities in that sport.
Ethnicity theory –
 The range of ethnicities causes different preferences and organization methods in sport; support by the ethnical subgroups, which participate with the dominant ones, but still carry on personal culture and traditions within their subgroup. This participation is called ‘
whitestream
 sport.’ 
Marginality theory –
 poverty limits subgroup/minority access to mainstream sports
Immigrations numbers increased, increasing ethnical diversity in Canada 
Introduced games such as tai chi, rhythmic gymnastics
Problems faced by ethnic youth: parents prioritizing education, traditional clothing, discrimination and indifference, access to high school sports, etc.
Differential treatment due to race and ethnicity is extremely widespread causing racism
Race-structured sport systems were created to banish racism and increase acceptance
//
What is cultural pluralism?  How is it different from the ‘melting pot’? 
“
cultural
 pluralism
”: approach our country takes with regard to receiving & welcoming immigrants “
melting pot
”: immigrants expected to develop new practices/beliefs/values and assimilate to new nation to build it stronger
                  
The authors refer to the concept of a “
whitestream
” society to challenge the realism of cultural pluralism; what does this term mean? Why is it problematic? 
“
whitestream
 ”: because Canada has been primarily constructed on the basis of European white experiences: 
problematic
 b/c: it normalizes mainstream cultural practices as “appropriate” behavior for all.
Describe the two diversity theories that try to explain differences in leisure participation of 
ethic
 minorities. 
marginality theory:
 differences in participation is due to poverty experienced by many minorities (also in education/jobs) 
ethnicity theory:
 differences in leisure between dominant & minority populations result from variations in value systems/social norms (but problem here is that “
whitestream
” sports are held as norm & fails to explore unique opportunities for leisure evident in minority cultural groups     
What does ‘institutional completeness’ mean and how is it beneficial? 
“
institutional 
completeness
 ”
: to have a range of social supporters and relevant services that are available to minority people, and often these are delivered within well established ethnic enclaves 
beneficial
 because people are able to access culturally and ethnically relevant social services, familiar food, religion, cultural traditions all in the language & with people with common ethnic roots
  
What do ethnic sport associations offer to members of ethnic communities? Why do they continue 
today ?
 
Ethnic sport associations offer
: opportunities for youth to experience activity similar to dominant group peers within organizations their parents 
support.
associations
 continue today b/c
: they are an expression of group identity, provide supportive environment & value competitive success (most skilled players: diverse backgrounds). 
What barriers to participation do ethnic youth face
?
barriers
 to participation youth face
: discrimination/indifference, parents’ prioritize education, traditional clothing/teasing, access to high school sports 
What is Social Darwinism? How was this social construction applied to different ethnic groups in Canada?  
Social Darwinism
: extended Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection into the social realm – a scientific tool for determining the superiority of some races over others & thus justification for endorsing racial inequality
In your own words, describe what the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms Sections 15(1) and 15(2) mean. 
15(1): every 
indiv
. 
has
 equal benefit & protection without any discrimination. 15(2): does not exclude any law/program/activity that has as its object the improvement of conditions of disadvantaged individuals/groups
) (
Race and ethnic relations are a type of power relation – how so? What are three measures of power in sport? Provide examples from the reading.
race/ethnic
 relations
 are a 
power relation
 b/c: distribution privilege individuals on basis of race/ethnicity. 
3 measures of power
 in sport: ability to structure sport, establish sport traditions, define legitimate meanings & practices associated w/ dominant sport practices.
What is institutionalized racism? How is this different from systemic 
discrimination ?
 Provide examples.
“
institutionalized
 racism
”: structure that if followed will always produce outcomes that discriminate those who are not white/of a certain group. 
“
reverse
 racism
”: when groups who normally privileged are excluded from opportunities on the basis of race (minorities make their own leagues & assign their own meaning to sport, develop traditions/chance to play)
What are the benefits of race-structured sport systems? Is this reverse racism? Support your answer. 
The conditions of disadvantaged individuals or groups including those 
that are
 disadvantaged because of race.
What do the authors mean by “doing race”? In what ways do you “do race”? In what ways can we resist “doing race”?
“
doing
 race
”: act a certain way towards each race, enforces stereotype
) (
Body Talk (Young, White, & 
McTeer
, 1994)
Thesis: How participation in physically demanding sport both challenged and reinforces dominant notions of masculinity.
Risks associated with violent sport go unquestioned because injury is a masculinizing experience (normal)
Physical power/superiority of men=symbolizes masculinity
Success=strength, body size and aggression
How are pain, violence, and risk in sport related to hegemonic masculinity?
Sport = masculinity validation Male hegemony constructed/reconstructed in modern sport. Force/violence/risk tolerance/pain/injury are masculinising (also in film). 
Achievement of goals from successful use of violence.
 Violence is 
normal/appealing
. Refusal of violence = less masculine. Men are ranked by how much they sacrifice.
16 interviews with former/current Canadian male athletes:
(
all
 had experienced a serious injury that altered the course of their life)
Early Influences: fathers and gender socialization
Pain Principle
-set of cultural beliefs or ideological conceptions that prioritize pain over pleasure (you deal with the pain and continue on), masculinity is questioned if one doesn’t conform to the pain principle (4)
Hidden pain: you ignore it, and you don’t reveal it to anyone else
Disrespected pain: injury tolerance-everyday pain (painkillers)
Unwelcomed pain: poorly received by teammates/coaches “demoralizer”
Depersonalized pain: the pain is not a part of you
Disempowered masculinity:
 weight gain/loss, feelings of ostracism, depleted personal worth, serious injury
Reframe masculinity: sport=character builder, injury makes you a better player in the end
How did the men recover and reframe their masculinities?
Pain during rehabilitation = self improvement. 
For some, redefined philosophical postures, but for most regaining bulk, strength, confidence, and self image.
Gender Issues in Sport (
Lenskyj
, 2003
)
Thesis: Female inequality in sport and physical activity is not just based on sex, but ethnicity and social class and it’s further impacted by harassment and violence.
Females are able to participate due to: support, financial means, generally the ideal body (
ie
. White), transport to facilitate the activity
Flawed assumptions about sport in Canada: it’s not as safe and welcoming, ineffective procedures to address racism, homophobia, and sexism are in place, there are only a few main focuses rather than well-rounded, needs change
Women need a clear role-model to encourage excellence
Feminists began seeking change for increased female access to power
Female traits are not necessary biological, but socially constructed and transmitted
Unfair aspects needed to be addressed: unequal distribution of funds & time slots, women need to increase healthy activity but are inhibited from doing so
Possibility of violence or harassment and unwelcoming environments stop females from participating
 //
Systemic barriers
: sexism, racism, classism, heterosexism, motor elitism, 
ableism
. 
Sexism:
 discrimination based on biological sex. 
Racism: 
discrimination based on ethnic identity and/or skin colour. 
Classism:
 discrimination against people of low socioeconomic status. 
Heterosexism
: discrimination based on presumption that heterosexuality is the only acceptable sexuality. 
Motor elitism
: refers to practice of privileging & rewarding those who are athletically gifted (paying athletes) 
Ableism
: 
discrimination against those who do not have full physical capability in sport 
Limitations of common liberal approaches to increasing women’s participation in physical activity. Attributes of the “generic Canadian woman” the liberal approach is based on.
Psych not critical theories
: all Canadian girl needs is encouragement & opportunity to do sport, without thinking of systemic barriers
Assumptions
: girl has $ for equipment/program, family support, will not be harassed, safe transport/facilities, enjoy/embrace Canadian mainstream
Generic female is perceived as
: able-bodied, white, heterosexual, young-middle aged, middle class
 also, sufficient income for equipment etc, family members for support, will not be harassed, access to transportation, enjoy the mainstream activities and embrace their underlying values.
Canadian health initiatives and impact on women’s participation in sports:
ParicipAction
 campaign, CAHPER’s Quality Daily Physical Education (QDPE)
“
add
 women and stir”:
 more female sports=more women
qualitative difference. Just get more white people. 
Role model
 approach inspired some girls, but having a role model could be negative because they have different barriers. Role models are such a small part of getting girls out.
Human rights and health rationales for women’s participation in sport?
Human rights
: boards of education, municipal governments, provincial sport orgs, universities subsidized w/public $ so they have to operate on equitable principles. 1) Allocation gives priority to longstanding users (guy) 2) Women trying to establish new leagues are at disadvantage 3) Better to base complaint on justice/human rights than health/utilitarian. 
Health:
 chronic health problems, increased burden on healthcare decreased workplace activity. 
Economic
 standpoint of cutbacks to health/
ed
/social service budgets is good argument BUT democratic society expects justice/equity too. Phys activity good for well-being BUT other factors (race) affect disease.
Gender related differences in structure of sport:
 
lower participation rates at the outset, physical educators & sport leaders.
3 major variables
 
that affect women’s sport participation
: education level, family income, & labor force participation
Systemic barriers to sport participation posed by violence, harassment, discrimination:
 
more likely to avoid walking/cycling outside than men, working class live in unsafe neighbourhoods, transit can be unsafe for women/daughters, & harassment for race/ethnicity, social class or sexuality
 “
chilly
 climate” problem:
 
females are targets for verbal/physical/emotional/sexual/ harassment & a lot of them tolerate it for fear of consequences. Deters women from participating. 
)
 (
Women, Sport, and Sexualities: Breaking the Silences (
Lenskyj
, 1999)
Girls are treated as outsiders or intruders of sport
Some sports are viewed as inappropriate for girl (perceived to masculinize)
“Emphasize femininity”: Barbie doll image 
wouldn’t be good at sports
Changing of female body in puberty impedes performance
Isms in Sport:
Sexism: unfair/prejudice treatment of women
Homophobia: irrational fear or hatred of lesbians/gay men (why many females are quiet about their sexual orientation
Heterosexism: social systems that reward/reinforce heterosexuality as normal also classism and racism (this is why more attention is given to male athletes who are sexually abused by male figures then female athletes who are abused by male figures
because it is a normal way of life: heterosexuality)
Sports involving use of heavy objects, body contact wasn’t “normal”
Some scenarios provide haven for women who prefer 
homosocial
 environ.
Economic forces lie behind lesbian visibility
Lesbian invisibility: hiding true sexuality to prevent losing job or position on a team; one 
lesb
. Coach publicly displayed homophobic attitude, but identifies herself as lesbian in her “private life”
More schools are supporting/talking about sexual orientations
) (
“Cool Pose” 
Incorperated
: The marketing of black masculinity in NBA coverage (Wilson, 1999)
Main Thesis:
 Explores the marketing of Black masculinity historically, 
&
 in a Canadian context. Argues that the popular marketing of Black masculinity reinforces stereotypes of Black males 
&
 erodes the symbolic meaning of the Cool Pose for Black men.
 
Sport is a site where black males can symbolically oppose dominant White culture.  However, this symbolic power (of the Cool Pose) does not equal real social power.
“Cool Pose”: 
gives black males a symbolic sense of empowerment (not ‘real power’ only ‘marginalized masculinity’ in white society
 b/c it doesn’t concert to real power
),masculine identity, a coping mechanism, expression of resistance
, used to empower 
themselces
-includes: on court language (trash talking), ‘playground’ moves, masculine 
athletisicm
, style, creativity, aggression, poise
1.POWER
 OF ADVERTISING: use appeal of black masculine 
athletisicm
, style creativity 
&
 aggression for promotion to a mass audience (Nike, Coca-Cola etc.)
Period 1
- (unsuccessful) Marketing of Inner-City Culture
    >early 1970-80’s – Black athletes seen as threatening, “undisciplined” style of play 
&
 “drug abuse”
  
Period 2
- Magic, Larry, ‘Air’ Jordan..
&
 Inner-city Culture
    >NBA distanced itself from neg. “racist associations” = new meaning of black masculinity in sport: 
non-threatening
 (skill, hard work, dedication, determination)
    >Black athletes promoted as sport heroes (Magic) 
&
 ‘All Americans’(Jordan)
    >Contradictory 
&
complex period- not all racial stereotypes 
disapeared
 
 
Period 3
- ‘
Disneyfied
’ NBA, ‘All American’ Jordan…
&
 Inner-City Culture
    > wholesome entertainment’ –marketing, Jordan-impeccable image: attractive, talented, reliable, trustworthy, family man 
(last two periods are polarized depictions of black masculinity aka. 1. Market Non-threatening or brash 2. Market ‘attitude’ appealing to youth masculine identity
)
Deconstructing Advertising
 – 
Semiology
: how meanings are embedded (non- obviously) in commercials use of gestures, objects or locations
 
Signifier
:
 use of meaning, 
Signified
: 
actual meaning (specific/dominant in society)
. 
Most signifiers have a specific, dominant meaning within our culture 
When
 we see an ad with a Black man playing basketball, we read other things into the image: i.e. poverty, inner-city setting, and Black superiority in sports.  This image and our reading of it reinforce certain perceptions we have about the world as common-sense and “natural”.
2. RACIAL STEREOTYPING: youth (greatest gullibility) can achieve dreams by buying expensive athletic-apparel •Media over represents Blacks in stereotypical roles (e.g. inner-city athlete, gang members, criminals) →Blacks: “naturally” inferior, threatening, & athletic •Blacks are ONLY athletes; less intelligent in other aspects
3. BLACK MASCULINITY IN CANADA 
//
Why is the appropriation of the Cool Pose by advertisers so problematic?
 
Take power away from black teens/leave them angry. ‘Attitude’ marketed, it is ‘cool’ to have these shoes. Youth are vulnerable Leads to stereotypes that blacks are naturally inferior, threatening, and athletic.
For what reason are some Black celebrity athletes today criticized? 
They are silent on today’s social issues. 
Unlike past athletes.
Wilson looked at commercials shown during Toronto Raptors broadcasts- what did he find? 
Commercials shown during Toronto Raptors broadcast promoted the cool pose and stereotypes of black athletes in the ‘hood’ or ghetto. Also, the commercials promote the idea of black’s as athletes only
                                                                           
 
) (
SAMPLE QUESTIONS:
MC QUESTIONS: 
Q. Race is used to refer to a pop. 
of
 
ppl
 identified in terms of? A. genetically transmitted traits & biological distinctiveness
Q. The racial ideology that became widely accepted in Canada during 19
th
 & 20
th
 centuries supported white Canadians as they sought to: A. justify political expansion and racial segregation.
Q. In Young, White & 
McTeer’s
 article on male athletes’ reflections on sport, injury & pain, they talked about neg. experiences that male athletes have when comes to injury.  These included unwanted weight gain or loss, feelings of ostracism, and depleted personal worth.  The term used to describe this was: A. Disempowered masculinity
Q. What is the main argument underlying Wilson’s article “‘Cool Pose’ Incorporated: The Marketing of Black Masculinity”:  A. the marketing of the Black athlete has diluted the symbolic meaning of the “cool pose” for Black-Canadian males
Q. lecture by 
simone
 states that homophobia: A - Influences heterosexual women and lesbians
)

 (
The 2-Category Gender Classification Model-In Canadian Culture
)[image: coa47279_0803 copy] (
Gender 
And
 Sexuality In Sport & Leisure (Guest Speaker- Simone)
Hegemony:
 power or dominance of one social group over another. (Does not suggest what we’re told is based on consent). Process through which ideologies become materialized through everyday experiences of 
ppl
: how ideologies are internalized, struggled over, negotiated, opposed, & lived out
Sex= 
biological (how born), 
gender=
 social construction (how see yourself)
Social construction of gender: 
Gender means practice organized in terms of or in relation to the reproductive division of people into male and female
5 key features of Gender: 
(if it can be shifted (in b/w) it’s not natural (gender))
          
1.
 
Gender not natural but is socially constructed & 
varies across time and place 
(It is what you learn/taught, and takes affect from the second you are born) 
2.
 
is
 a binary (either this/that) categorization (man/woman 
 opp. ends of the scale, two extremes, what is 
inbetween
 not valid; in reality gender is a continuum) 
3.
 
is relational (one is judged based on the other- if not man, then must be woman; can’t be both) 
4.
 
based
 on structural relations of inequality (feministic & masculinity is separate) 
5.
 
is
 a linking concept (cannot sep. from race, ethnicity, age, socioeconomic status, etc; all linked together)
Gender is one of the fundamental organizing principles of social life. Gender norms are reproduced and challenged in sports
Two-category gender classification
 system- foundation for defining gender in society 
 
Hegmonic
 masculinity
 - Approved brand of cultural/societal masculinity (powerful phys. & socially, plays collision sports, eat meat, watch non-emotional film) 
Emphasized femininity 
- Excessive feminine features & roles (weak, emotional, nurturing, small/slender) *both are heterosexuals 
In hegemonic terms, sexuality & gender supposed to correspond with sex (e.g. Male + masculine + heterosexual = normal - Gender Logic)
Strategies to prevent gender crime for 
FEMALE 
athletes:
 Downplaying muscularity & strength, 
Heterosexualization
 of image via soft porn images, make-up & elaborate hairstyle, costume *controversy b/c some for/against
Homophobia
 affects 
all
 
women(
lesbian & straight); it creates fears, pressures women to conform to traditional gender roles, & silences & makes invisible the lesbians who manage, coach, & play sports
Lesbians in Sport: 
myths about lesbians have range of consequences: loneliness & isolation for 
lesb.s
, discrimination against 
lesb.s
 seeking jobs or promotions, using ‘identity management’ strategies, straight women fearing label of ‘
lesb
.’
Strategies to prevent gender crime for 
MALE 
athletes: 
Playing injured, Cultivating muscularity, 
Heterosexualization
 of image, Locker room homophobia & sexism, Acting ‘tough’ *sports good place for gay to hide b/c gay = not sporty
Gay Men in Sports: 
Men’s sports key sites for reproducing hegemonic masc., Many define male athletes as epitome of male heterosexuality, Transgression of gender boundaries jeopardizes cultural legitimacy of 2-gender classification system (if men transition to feminine sport
cause complication in gender split), Has created deep fears of homosexuality in men’s sports, Heterosexual male athletes should 
not
 be defined as cause of problems for gay athletes
 Problems caused by definitions of 
gender
 grounded in a 2-category gender classification system
Handling challenges of ‘being out’ is made easier by: 
Having friends, team-mates, & coaches who provide support, Being part of org. that challenges expressions of homophobia & advocates tolerance, Institutionalized legal protection for gays/lesbians in orgs, communities & society
) (
Gender 
In
 Sport History (
Bieke
 Gils)
Sport History
 = sport from a historical perspective. Sports designed for men- military purposes. Women not allowed to 
parti
. 
b/c
 social gender roles and weak/fragile. 
Who writes history:
 victors = 
ppl
 in society w/ power & knowledge about how to write & how to preserve *perspective of 
ppl
 w/ less power (soldiers, women) didn’t matter. 
How we know history
: books, newspaper, interviews, photos.
 
Female Pilots:
 Pauline Gower, WWII; 
Commander of the Women’s Auxiliary Air Transport (ATA), UK based
//
 
Four members of the Women’s Air Transport Service 
Pilots  (
WASPS), WWII, US based
. 
1
st
 Olympic marathon for women
: 1984 LA California by Joan Benoit, US 2:24:52. 
Women’s ski jump 2010
: women weren’t 
allow
 b/c Olympic head thought it would harm their reproductive organs. 
Aerialist:
 
that perform
 in the air, such as acrobats, skis, plane
. Ex. Sarah Burke (1982-2012
)
 free style skier
, Bessie Coleman (1892-1926)
 1
st
 black female pilot
, “Barbette” (1904-1973)
 man that imitates women on stage
, “
Charmion
 (1875-1949) girl body builder famous for undress act. 
Historical context:
 
Industrial Revolution: shift from
 agrarian to industrial society (Work in factories 
move to cities
); 
Entertainment industries boomed
; 
WWI (1915-1918)
; 
Suffrage! – women in the US got the vote in 1920
; 
More leisure 
& job opportunities for women; 
Urbanisation + incre
ase in leisure opportunities =>
more performers, dance
rs, actors, singers=aerialists. 
Inventions
: car/plane, photo, cinema
3 Points: 
1.
 
Visual media like photography and cinema shaped perceptions about how women were s
upposed to look and behave. Ex. 
Charmion
 got criticism for not fitting typical female role of fragile or not 
show
 skin 
2.
Gende
r is constructed or ‘performed’. Ex. 
Barbette
  start
 
perfo
. Dress like women, but reveal male gender at ending, shock audience. Show gender isn’t fixed, can change by act/dress. How someone acts depend on environment/situation. 
3.
 
Race, gender and class always intersect, though take on different roles/importance depending on context and individual situation
// 
Trapeze Disrobing Act, Edison (
1901) – by 
Charmion
3 consequences of women’s increased visibility
1.
 
More 
visibility
 and ‘open’ display of female body than before/away with restrict
ive clothing such as the corset. 
2.
 
Mass production + easy reproduction and distribution of photos and film contributed to an increased 
objectification of the female body
. 
3.
 
Encouraged
 women to become more physically active and watch their diets, but it also created expectations for women to look beautifu
l, fit and healthy at all times 
= Simultaneously empowering and disempowering
Social Construction of Gender
Women:
 More nude/vulnerable, Shy/passive, 
Keeps to her
self/tries not to take up space, Looks away from camera, 
Senses someone is
 looking at her, 
Set against a black background = no context
. 
Man:
 Dressed in manly suit, Self-confident, ready to act, 
Looks straight at the camera (he is the one who look
s, not the one being looked at), 
Set in the context of the city (he is a ‘man of the world
Women who fly (1880-1930): 
-
took awhile for women to be 
recog
. For contributions; 
cant
 fly during T.O.M. 
Amelia Earhart:
 
1937, attempted to fly around the world, but she crashed on her way home around 
japan
; 
ppl
 still trying to figure out what happened
Bessie Coleman:
 
had to negotiate race, gender and class
 in strategic ways to build 
career as pilot
;   
had to win the favour of both white and black communities in the US, which were strictly segregated, to obtain her goals.
  Flew
 same time as Amelia, als
o died from controversial event
Tra
gic accident, unknown if accident or sabotaged;  
Had trouble find
ing someone to teach her to fly;  gathered connections 
) (
and
 found a way to ge
t to 
france
 to learn to fly;  w
anted to build and flyi
ng school for African Americans;  No footage of her flying 
 wonder why...
Lillia
n Boyer
 (1901-1989): American wing walker; did crazy tricks hanging on the plane from 1921-1929. Band by government b/c too dangerous
) (
Alternative Sports Lecture (Gavin)
B.A.S.E. Jumping and Voluptuous Panic:
 jumping off buildings etc; large factor of risk; voluptuous panic = where you can’t calc. The risk, the present is all there is, 
ppl
 go for the thrill. 
Parkour
 and “flow”:
 Flow 
 
a state of concentrat
ion or complete absorption w/ activity at hand & 
the situation; identical 
to the feeling of “in the zone/in the groove”, 
state of absorptio
n, engagement, fulfillment, 
skill – during which temporal concerns (tim
e, food, ego-self) is 
ignored
Endurance Running and ‘Personally Generated Spirituality:
 
“Paradoxically, the more intense the suffering, the more the achievement has a reassuring personal significance, the more fulfilling the satisfaction of having resis
ted the temptation to give up” *
ppl
 after suffering and pain for The 
Canad
. Death Race
‘Alternative’ Sports
:
 
Introduce the characteristics of and differences between modern, mainstream sport, and
 so-called ‘alternative’ sports;  
Explore the way nature is conceived, perceived and experienced in modern, mainstrea
m sport, and alternative sports;  
Elaborate and discuss the politics, as well as the psychological and sociological, character of alternative sports 
Matilda ‘The Hammer’: 
“stay inside the circle” – playing by the rules, “disciplining” sports; Alternative sports is a response to this “disciplining”
Ethos: 
Emphasis
 on participation, not watching; 
Relatively n
ew
 or 
adaptation of residual activities;  
About creativity, aesthetics, an
d expression rather than 
fx
nalit
y
, performance, and achievement;  
Encourages necessitate risk, pain, a
nd/or suffering (
e.g
 triathlon);  Takes place in open, non-delineated spaces, often in rural settings;  
Alternative sports can shift and become mainstream
‘Mainstream’ Sports:
 
characteristics
 
 
Organized and rule governed (s
tandardized, often universally)
;  
Take
 place in strictly delineated surrounding
s (courts, tracks ... circles!);  
Rational, calculated use of the body (movem
ent is dictated to the athlete);  
Compe
titive and achievement-oriented;  
Secular/material rather than spiritual
Modern Sports and “Nature”:
 
‘nature’ is to be mastered, calculated, controlled, and overcome
This is the same for internal (biological) and external (ecological) nature
This mentality is often associated with wider environmental degradation
Alternative Sports and “Nature”:
In alternative sports, nature is romanticized as something mysterious and spiritual (see Wheaton, 2004)
There is often a wilful nostalgia for ‘the environment’ as something idyllic and peaceful
More specifically, there is the believe that partaking in ‘alternative’ forms of physical activity - like surfing and 
parkour
 - can produce these experiences and relationships
Case Study: Surfers 
Against
 Sewage 
Alternative Sports meets Environment Politics 
A campaign against raw sewage discharge on beaches
Campaign began in Devon, England, 1990
Initially only concerned with South Western British beaches...
Their success has not been through conventional political alignments; media campaigns, staged ‘eco-dramas’ and ‘alternative’ fundraising techniques were used to capture public attention
What is being communicated in this SAS video?  What does it tell us about alternative sports, surfing, and environmental politics?
 
A:
 
Authority represented a
s lazy, stubborn, narcissistic;  
Their constant interruptions (from surfers) are getting ignored; to get an
 emotional response from public;  
Showing comparison between authority (lazy) 
vs
 surfers (active to help the environment) has bought the surfers success
Alternative Sports Reflections:
No sport or physical activity is static; each shifts with and helps form the cultures of which it is a part
Even alternative sports, which appear 
to
 many as the hedonistic, aesthetic, superficial pursuits of privileged or ‘crazy’ participants, are inextricable from the cultures and societies in which they take place, and are attributed significant meaning by those participants.
Sporting experiences can be conceptualized - at least to some degree - through the social sciences. Would statistics or graphs be better ways of understanding/representing these phenomena? I doubt it...
We need to pay greater to attention to the environments in which sports take place; they are far more than backgrounds to human activity!
) (
Sleeping Tigers, The Asahi Baseball Story Continue...
At first, Japanese teams only played other Japanese teams
They wanted to prove that they were equal to the Caucasians 
Henry started recruiting the best members for the team
In their first season, fans booed them off the field, they were no match for the Caucasians so they had to come up with a new strategy
So they started playing “
brain ball
” which is using strategy
: 
Bunt 
– to lightly tap the ball 
 help them win; they barely hit
Back in the day the 
asian
 population did not have equal rights, so to be excepted in baseball was a big deal
; became 
vancouver’s
 
fav
 team
1941 was the team’s last summer
That was the day 
japan
 launched attacks across the pacific, that was when 
japan
 and Canada went to war, so all Japanese became the enemy
Women and children were transported to ghost towns hidden deep in BC
Men were sent to work
On December 7, 1941, Japan bombed targets across the Pacific, including Pearl Harbor and Canadians defending Hong Kong. Japanese people became the enemy, and, whether immigrants or Canadian born, they became enemy aliens. There was mass evacuation of Japanese people to ghost towns, detention centres, and work camps. Some families had only 24 hours to leave their homes, but amongst their treasured possessions were Asahi photos, uniforms, scrapbooks and baseball gloves. The Japanese community, including members of the Asahi team, was dispersed to a variety of different sites.
     On January 23, 1943, Ottawa passed an Order in Council under the War Measures Act that all confiscated property belonging to Japanese Canadians 
be
 sold. "But there was one thing that could not be sold, confiscated, or taken away. Little by little it (baseball) b
egan to reappear in the camps."
     As baseball teams formed, R.C.M.P. guards lingered to watch them play. In time, the Mounties allowed players to travel from camp to camp. Not only did the R.C.M.P. enjoy taking in the games but so too did local townspeople. In 
Lilloeet
, the Japanese players were able to cross the bridge into town to play in desegregated games. Baseball in the camps helped strengthen the spirit and
 morale of the people interned.
     As the war ended, Japanese people in the camps were told to go east or repatriate to Japan. They needed to start their lives over again. Perhaps the Asahi baseball team would now be forgotten except in the minds of the few remaining players and fans if not for the efforts of the Toronto Blue Jays. The Blue Jays decided to mark great moments in baseball including the feats of the Asahi team. In 2003, surviving members of the Asahi team were honoured at the Sky Dome and were inducted into the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame.
) (
Ten Things Everyone Should Know About Race
1.
Race is a modern idea.
  Ancient soc
ieties, like the Greeks, didn’t
 divide people according to physical distinctions but accordi
ng to religion, status, class
,  language
.
2.
Race has no genetic basis
.  Not on
e characteristic, trait/
gene distinguishes all the members of one so-called race from all the mem
bers of another so-called race.
3.
Human subspecies don’t exist.
  Unlike many animals, modern humans simply haven’t been isolated or around long enough to evolve into separate subspecies or races. We are one of t
he most similar of all species.
4.
Skin colour is only skin deep.
 Most traits are inherited independently from one another. The genes influencing skin colour have nothing to do 
w/
 those influencing hair form, eye shape, blood t
ype, musical talent, athleticism or forms of intelligence.
5.
Most variation is w/in, not between, “races”.
  Of the small amount of human variation, 85% exists 
w/
in any local population – e.g., Italians, Koreans or Cherokees.  About 94% exists 
w/
in any continent.  Two random Koreans may be genetically different as a Korean and an Italian
.
6.
Slavery predates race
. For much of human history, societies have enslaved others, often as a result of conquest, even debt, but not because of physical traits or a belief in natural inferiority.  Due to a unique set of historical circumstances, ours was the first system where all slaves shared si
milar physical characteristics.
7.
Race and freedom evolved together.
  The U.S. was founded on the radical new principle that “All men are created equal.” But our early economy was based largely on slavery. The new idea of race helped rationalize why some people could be denied the rights and freedoms
 that others took for granted. 
8.
Race justified social inequalities as natural.
 As the race idea evolved, white superiority became “common sense” in the U.S.  It helped justify slavery, Indian conquest, the exclusion of Asian immigrants, and the taking of Mexican lands in spite of our belief in democracy and freedom. Racial practices were institutionalized 
w/
in U.S. 
government, laws, and society. 
9.
Race isn’t biological, but racism is real.
 Race is a powerful social idea that gives people different access t
o opportunities and resources. 
Our government and social institutions have created advantages that disproportionately channel wealth, power, and resourc
es to white people. 
This affects everyone, whe
ther we aware of it or not.
10. 
Colorblindness won’t end racism.
 Pretending race doesn’t exist is not the same as creating equality. To combat racism, we need to identify 
&
remedy social policies and institutional practices that advantage some groups at the expense of others.
 
) (
Race
 
Video
link to race is that they believe that how they look like externally has an effect of what they are like internally 
the students compared skin color, 
dna
 in their mouth (from spit), blood 
made a guess of who they would have the most similarities 
&
 differences 
w/
they
 assumed that
 there will be more 
simila
. w/
students that share same race but they were wrong
some believ
e that 
african
 
americans
 have advantage in sports 
ex.
track
 and field
social differences become naturalized in races
lots of concern 
w/
 mixing races (
interacial
 relationship) because that would bring down level of characteristics
jesse
 
owens
 won 4 
golds
 at 
berlin
 
olympics
 
picked apart so 
ppl
 can explain why he was such an amazing track star
how
 do 
ppl
 measure race? There is no way; some 
ppl
 do it by skin color or hair texture; differs in diff location of the world too
what makes 
ppl
 different is also the environment that they are in
mitochondria 
dna
 only comes from the mother’s side and tell us 
alot
 about mothers of the family tree
theres
 just as much differences between those of the same racial group than those from different racial groups
sickle cell is not a diseases caused by racial, it is due to areas that have malaria
underneath, humans are all the same; we only look very different externally
not 
en
uf
 
time for lots of variation to occur 
to 
 cause a sub species to be formed
race
 can 
have effect on 
determ
. where lives, med
 access, education, jobs
) (
There is a broader range for females (more choices) than for male. Indicating that society might be less judgemental of 
lesbians
 
vs
 gays. High power line represents that women have more power when not concerned about appealing to men
) (
Sleeping Tigers, 
The
 Asahi Baseball Story
-Pre-World War II Vancouve
r (1920s) 
 formed team to prove that were equal to Caucasians. Were idols to all Japanese 
Canadians.
 Team was unbeatable, winning the Pacific Northwest Championship for five straight years
-After Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, all persons of Japanese descent in Canada sent to internment camps (women & children to ghost towns, men to work camps)
-Former Asahi members survived by playing baseball
 formed teams, everyone had place on the team (whether good or bad). Their passion was contagious & soon other players joined in, among them RCMP officials and local townspeople
-Used baseball to bring everyone together (lift spirits)
-As a result, games helped break down racial & cultural barriers
-
Lilooet
 became desegregated b/c of baseball
 when Japanese team invited to play the Caucasian team (first time the Japanese allowed to cross the bridge the separated them from the Caucasians/ white part of town) *RCMP officer invited them to come play
-Japanese wanted to pla
y the teams from the other camp
s, however weren’t allowed to leave the camps
 RCMP helped take the teams to the other camps (games were looked forward to by all in the camps) 
-After war Japanese could either go 
East
 of back to Japan (end of Japanese 
comm
u
.
 in Van). Were dispersed across Canada- no one went home (all sold)
-old lady crying in the end because she was so happy 
asahi
 finally getting recognized
-interesting how they still sang Canadian anthem at stadium after all Canada has done to them 
)
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