Secrecy of Canada-China FIPA

Opinion: Prime Minster Stephen Harper wanted to hide the Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement (FIPA) from public’s eyes because he was aware that he did the poorly on negotiating and bad judgement on signing this agreement. Also the secrecy of this agreement greatly violated the Canada’s democracy nation and stole the public’s right. 

Several facts that are stated below can effectively support my opinion.

First, the two-paragraph media release about Canada-China FIPA was sent out on a late Friday afternoon, a time that Harper expected nobody would pay attention. If our Prime Minster was really proud of signing this agreement, why don’t pick a time when the majority of Canadian and Medias are paying close attention the news from Canadian government? Isn’t Monday morning a better time to draw attention and claim more credits? The idea was to bury the news so it wouldn’t trigger the anger of the majority of Canadians. 

Secondly, during “press availability” Q and A, questions asked by six journalists were all received answers with only simple assurances that FIPA with China is a good thing. With as little information as possible, experts (not to mention average Canadians) are having great difficulty to figure out what is the real benefits and risks in this for Canada. If this agreement is such a good deal, then what was those vague answers all about? Apparently there is 

Thirdly, this FIPA with China was delayed for two years. China quickly ratified and signed the agreement, while Canada sat on it for such a long time. Why waited for so long if this agreement is truly benefiting Canadian’s economic and society? It is obvious that Canadian government wasn’t sure of this agreement’s truly benefits to Canada or knowing it but failed to negotiate for better. Besides, two years of delaying time was beyond enough to conduct serious study of risks and kept it open to public’s eyes to generate opinions and debates from the public, but instead, Canadian government chose to keep it under the table. 

From this agreement, both the Canadian government and Chinese government have the right to keep lawsuits that may against Canada’s democracy and economy in dark. China has the power to sure Canada outside of Canadian court system by arbitrators in secret tribunals who cannot be counted on for Canadians’ benefits. 

This secrecy term is a violation of the Canadian government policy. All other FIPAs with other countries state very clear that all documents will be exposed to the public except the FIPA with China. Besides that, all sixteen lost lawsuits involves Canadian investors under NAFTA and FIPAs are kept secret from the public. This really make people concern the danger that Chinese investors will pressure Canadian government to back off from regulating and using laws to restrict their operation in Canada without public acknowledge. Millions of taxpayers’ dollars can be thrown into foreign investors’ pockets without even being known by the public. 

The Foreign Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement was signed in October 2014, however this signing was not like previous Canadian agreements. The Conservative government had planned to follow through with the agreement with little public knowledge and no consultation of Canadian citizens. The Canada-China FIPA was signed in utter secrecy for reasoning unknown, but can be stipulated that Prime Minister Stephen Harper knew the public would not see eye-to-eye with is decision. The government strategically worked together in order to gain little attention and spread as little knowledge regarding the FIPA as possible. 

First of all, the nature of being a democracy require Canada to consult public before every decision is being made. . The Canada-China FIPA had no public consultation, no debates and no legislation. There was no vote in parliaments and no public consultations on the deal before signing it, only discussion for as little time as an hour at the House of Common’ trade committee under the pressure of outraged citizens. The fact that Harper government tried to keep Canadians in the dark is unforgivable and offensive. 

Secondly, according to Section 35 of the Constitution of Canada, federal government has the duty to consult First Nation before every decision being made. The Harper government ratified the agreement even before the court of Appeal finish viewing the case, which greatly traumatized the Canada’s democratic right and showed no respect to the legal process. This unbalanced deal was sealed due to the selfishness of the previous Prime Minister Stephen Harper. By abusing the corporate power that was given to him, he locked Canadians in this extreme unbalanced deal for 31 years. If it was not for the Hupacasath First Nation, the truth is still being held under the table. Gladly, the Canadians are aware of what they are facing and how their country’s democratic nation has been squashed. But sadly, what has been done is done, there is nothing we can do to stop this agreement now.
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