Plato:
The Republic:
Book 1
· begins by looking for the definition of just
· goal is to determine the well ordered society
· Thrasymachus – justice is in the interest/advantage of the stronger
· The ruling class has the ruling ideas
· Justice & laws are conventional & man made
· No one overriding scheme
· Though rulers not infallible, so if they can make mistakes than justice appears as if it can be the advantage of the weaker
· Socrates is trying to establish that justice in itself is good & desirable, more than convention & that it is in our interest to live by it
· Ruling is like a technical art, has external good for a well ordered society
· Justice is not a list of do’s and don’ts – much more than that & becomes a question about how all these things become a part
· Plato sets out to create a new rule
· Based on reason
· Class based & stratified
· Reframing the hierarchical ideal
· Starts by finding the just soul
Book 2-3
· the healthy city
· only producers
· non-hierarchical division of labor
· basic needs are met
· oligarchical
· introduces foundation of human principle - specialization
·  Glaucon calls this the city of pigs & says it is fundamentally impossible b/c people will have desires beyond this & yearn for more
· The luxurious city
· City with fewer
· Hierarchical division of labor
· Introduction of warrior class & their education – the guardians
· Becomes wealthy
· Have to develop a new specialization – develop a new class of warriors to keep peace within the city & from outside threats
· Plato discusses how the warriors need to be educated – nature is not enough to produce them & they must be augmented by education
· Compares souls to sheep – constantly grazing, if you give your soul exposure to bad influences, it will be harmed
· Myth of the Metals
· Noble lie – god puts a bit of gold in the souls of rulers, silver in warriors, bronze in producers
· All have been pre-ordained to follow suit
· Warriors keep this in check
Book 4
· state/soul analogy – both are tri-part
· Plato’s 3 classes – producers, guardians, ruler (philosopher kings)
· Soul is divided into 3 parts – rational parts (rulers), spirited parts (warriors), appetitive (producers)
· Warriors cannot hold property
· 4 Cardinal Greek values – moderation, courage, wisdom, justice
· rulers represent wisdom, warriors courage
· producers represent moderation b/c they are meant to moderate their desires to know their role
· to be virtuous they need to moderate themselves b/c they are appetitive
· When everyone is doing what they are supposed to, we have a well ordered society – something systematic
· Justice in the soul & state is harmony between all 3 elements
· Justice as an ideal rather than justice as a form, needs to be understood through rational thinking
· When soul acts unjustly, internal conflict & people know they acted unjustly
Theory of the tri-part soul
· appetitive – sex, eat, drink
· spirited – courage & honor loving
· rational – corresponds to philosophers
· Plato seeks to defend the position of which part of the soul should take precedence – the rational part – the rational part is superior & is what ought to lead us
· Mirrors the tri-part soul to society
· Each must perform its own function well in a just soul
Theory of Forms
· theory dictates that two worlds exist to attain knowledge – visible world & intelligible world which stands above the visible world & gives it meaning
· visible world of sights & sounds we inhabit & intelligible world of forms that stands above the visible world & gives it meaning
· Beauty
· In addition to identifying a beautiful person or painting we can identify beauty itself
· Can only identify beautiful things based on this general conception of beauty itself
· The form of beauty itself is invisible, external & unchanging, unlike the things that can grow old & lose their beauty in the visible world
· theory of forms envisions an entire world of such forms, that exists outside of time & space where beauty, justice, courage, temperance and the like exists untarnished by the changes & imperfections of the visible world
· 1st version of form – there is an idealized concept & on earth all we can do is try to replicate it e.g. justice, we can attain it to a certain extent
· 2nd version – all things of that form share and have the same characteristics
· theory of forms differentiates the abstract world of senses from the intelligible world of thought, where we begin to comprehend them
· Plato’s attempt to cultivate our capacity for abstract thought
· For Plato
· Reality only exists in the intelligible world
· Most people live in the visible world, and only the philosopher kings & other nobles will operate in the intelligible world
· Higher forms is the actual good
The Sun The Line The Cave
· Allegory of the Cave
· Demonstrates the effects of education on the human soul, how we cognitively develop
· People live in the cave, can only see shadows on the wall so think this is the most real thing in the world
· Prisoner is freed form chains turns around to see fire & statues & after adapting, realizes these are more real than the shadows
· Next brought out of the cave to world above, after adaptation to light sees shadows, reflections, and then finally real objects, realizes these are more real than statues which were copies of these
· Finally looks up at sun, understands that it is the cause of everything around him, light, sight of all objects, existence
· The Line
· Stages the prisoner passes through the allegory of the cave correspond to various levels of the line
· Line is broken into 2 halves – visible realm (can grasp w/ senses) and the intelligible realm (grasp w/ mind) in cave = visible, daylight = intelligible
· Lowest rung is imagination – represented by shadows which represent art
· Can only derive conceptions of himself & world through art forms rather than looking at real world
· Next is belief – statues correspond to real objects of sensation
· At this level cognitive ability believes these objects are most real things
· Then ascent into world above is thought – he sees the forms
· Can now reason about forms but not in purely abstract way
· Uses images & unproven assumptions to help
· Sees sun = ultimate form, the form of the good – the cause of all other forms – source of all goodness, truth, & beauty in world
· Ultimate object of knowledge
· Once prisoner has grasped form of the good he reaches highest stage in cognition, understanding
· The Sun
· Highest good
· Illuminates all objects of the world
· The sun provides light to the visible realm as the form of good is the source of intelligibility
· Sun makes sight possible, form of goods is responsible for our capacity of knowledge





Aristotle:
Empirical Approach
· Plato’s approach purely based on reason, Aristotle tends to accept whatever explanation best fits the facts
· Accepts notion of forms but not plato’s rationale behind them
· Plato uses forms as if they were actual substances/objective
· Aristotle says this is a misconception, only objective substances are ones we can touch
· Its not that forms don’t exists, but we can only say something about their existence by observing it
· Only way to know beauty it by observing something beautiful
· We observe entities & analyze them and this helps us understand, not the other way around
· We observe conduct of behavior and establish what is right and wrong and this helps us decide the ideas of justice
· Empirical method became bedrock of modern science
Comparative analytical approach
· makes comparisons in order to draw conclusions on how they function
· analytics key part in breaking something down into its component parts (teleology)
Teleological Approach
· Telos – Greek word – end state
· If something is living its moving toward its end state
· Every little thing is in its development towards its end state, every description of its nature must encompass its end state as it is most important
· End state is a vital part of understanding anything’s being
· Child to adult, seed to plant
· Telos is end state the everything possesses and defines nature
· Ergon – human capacity to reason – most distinctive thing about humans
· Through reason we live a life that is better, flourishing (Eudaimonia)
· Aristotle sees political communities as living entities, always moving forward, end state is the city-state
· Just as city-state is natural, those aspects of it that assist in the development of its members should be considered natural
· Slavery is then natural on 2 accounts
· Utility to master – master reaps benefits of slaves working, makes slave useful to city-state, slave benefits from living under the master, provides the slave rational thought, cares for his well being
· Rationality (deliberative faculty)
· Ergon is essential function to achieving telos
· Ergon limited in slaves, focused on physical activity instead of mental
· Telos of slave best achieved through labor of their bodies
· Slaves are slaves by nature b/c their deliberative faculty is from a lesser sort
· A. doesn’t state slaves have end state, views them as sub-human
Causation & Change in motion
· cause in this sense means characteristics and conditions that surround the journey of change
· 4 causes:
· Material cause
· The matter of which an object exists e.g. wood
· Formal cause
· Arrangement of the matter into a particular form e.g. tree
· Efficient cause
· The immediate cause or source of movement or rest – this is the primary source of change b/c it is the actual thing that changes it
· E.g. taking wood and making it into a table
· Final cause
· Its aim or purpose, that for which sake a thing is what it is
· E.g. final cause of an acorn is an oak tree
· Telos – end state for which something exists – its fundamental purpose
· Ideal conditions are necessary for things to reach their telos
Eudaimonia
· flourishing or fulfillment – living to the fullest potential
· the best life fulfills our highest potential – final form of telos
· the best life is achieved in political associate with other “man by nature is a polis animal b/c polis is the final form of the political community”
· constitution is the highest form of living
· Purpose of finding the best one is to critique others and see where they go wrong
· Goal of life is to lead not just a happy life, but a flourishing one
· Life lived according to reason
The Telos of Political Association
· Primary unit of association – household
· Made up of man, women, children, and slaves
· Master-slave, husband-wife, parent-child
· 2nd unit – village
· do more than meet our daily needs
· final unit – the city (city-state)
· polis is highest form b/c no higher or better form, essentially no other form
· man is a polis animal – idea that people are social
· polis is where humans can practice things that make them uniquely human (reason)
· if we want people to reach their telos, we need to provide them ideal conditions to get there
· when polis reaches its telos – association of equals and people are governed by rationality and reason
· if polis reaches its telos, than then people do too
· ability is uniquely human
· Man is a polis animal
· Man by nature sociable and individually non-self sufficient
· Polis is self sufficient
· Only in the polis can man exercise his moral capacity to distinguish justice from injustice
· Other animals can’t do this
· For humans this is their telos
· Those who are not polis animals are either beasts or gods b/c they are either self-sufficient or have no need for human society
· The state is a natural entity and its purpose is the well being of its members
The Ideal constitution
· best const. takes the best from all regimes
· combination of oligarchy (Sparta) and democracy (Athens)
· Aristotle dismisses democracy b/c of its equality aspect
· You cant treat slaves and free men the same nor rich and poor
· Democracy also in the interests of majority which is the poor and leaves out the rich minority
· Democracy is the rule of the poor and have a different idea of interests and conflicting ideas of justice
· Oligarchy is flawed because it promotes inequality for the wrong reason
· Assumes simply because wealthy, you are better
· Also works in the interests of the ruler, bad version of aristocracy
· Polity is mixture of both and is best constitution
· Polity:
· Many taking collectively are better than the few, though not all members wise enough to sit in office
· People are ruled by equals, only for people who are equal
· You need to begin with free people, should have adequate wealth, they should develop wisdom and virtue of that wealth
· Polis requires diversity among its citizen ideas and deliberations
· Polity comes to mean self-rule and its will mean in the end a blending together of both styles of government where the citizens will be well off, office holders will be drawn based on merit and not wealth
· The end goal of a city is life of good quality for its citizens, and thus benefits should be extended to those who do the most to contribute to this end by encouraging civil excellence, regardless of their birth or wealth
· Women
· Have no role in the city-state, only in domestic realm
· Male is superior
· Women can make significant difference in domestic realm
· Women have the rational part of the soul but it lacks authority
· Can’t be relied on because the emotional aspect of their life is incapable
Citizenship
· a citizen is anyone who is entitle to share in deliberative or judicial justice
· “The unqualified citizen is defined by nothing else so much as by his participation in judgment or office”
· good citizen vs. good man
· “the virtue of a citizen must be suited to his constitution”
· uphold and honor const. = good citizen
· “Consequently if indeed there are several kinds of const. it is clear that there cannot be a single virtue that is the virtue of a good citizen”
· “the good man only expresses a single virtue – the complete one. Evidently then it is possible for someone to be a good citizen without having the virtue expressed by a good man”
· a good ruler who possesses practical wisdom can be both a good citizen and a good man
· Manual laborers as citizens
· Aristotle acknowledges they are necessary to a city but states that not everyone who is necessary to the city ought to be a citizen, a good citizen requires that the citizen be free from the necessary tasks of life



Machiavelli:
The Prince:
Chapter V
· 3 ways to hold states accustomed to living free
· 1. Devastate them
· 2. Occupy them
· 3. Allow it to maintain laws, but charge tax to establish oligarchy
· Chapter VI
· Have goals (for reputations sake) even if you fail
· Rely on skill to maintain control, instead of fortune
· VII
· Some private citizens become princes by good fortune
· Buy into power, receive favors
· They are weak b/c fortune can be unstable and b/c they don’t know how to maintain their position
· can’t deal with problems, command troops
· Princes who succeed on their own prowess have built a strong foundation for themselves
· Princes by good fortune don’t have this foundation
· Can’t maintain power when they get there
· Cesaire Borgia
· Good fortune, came to power b/c of his dad Alexander VI
· Did everything the right way to build a foundation to maintain power, though due to unlucky fortune he lost his power
· VIII
· Along with fortune and skill, criminal acts facilitate power
· These people kill citizens, betray friends
· Can achieve power, but not glory
· King Agathocles – rose to power through crime
· His men killed all the senators
· Cruelty can be used if applied once at the outset, and thereafter only in self-defence and for the greater good of ones subjects
· Prince should strike all at once, refrain from more violence so his subjects eventually forget
· XV
· Personal characteristics will earn prince praise or condemnation
· Courage, compassion, faith, craftiness, and generosity get you praise
· Cowardice, cruelty, stubbornness and miserliness get condemnation
· Ideally prince would possess only good qualities but that’s unrealistic
· Prince first job is to safeguard the state, and using bad characteristics will sometimes be necessary
· Such vices are evil if they endanger the state, but if its in states best interest, won’t be condemned
· XVI
· Of all things he must guard against, hatred and contempt first and liberality leads to both
· Liberty and generosity admired, but can ruin princes reputation
· Prudent ungenerous prince may be seen miserly in the beginning, but earn reputation for generosity (because frugal). Will later have funds to defend & not tax high
· Generosity is self-defeating, preventing further generosity by using up resources
· XVII
· Compassion is admired, but don’t show compassion unwisely or disorder
· Ideally prince should be feared and loved but hard
· Better to be feared as men are naturally ungrateful. Easy to break bond of love when necessary but fear of punishment is always effective
· Make sure executions are justified
· Never confiscate property
· XVIII
· Two ways of fighting – by law and by force
· Law natural to man, force natural to beast
· Prince must learn how to fight with both, half man half beast
· Learn to act like 2 types of beast
· Fox defenseless against wolves, lion against traps
· Must learn like the fox to frighten the wolves and like the lion to recognize the traps
· In dealing with people, must break his promises when they put him as disadvantage
· Must exude a virtuous aura that belies his deceitful mind
· As long as prince appears to act virtuously, most men will believe his virtue
· Men will judge prince solely on appearance & results, so appear virtuous and run successful state and be regarded as virtuous
· XIX
· Prince must avoid being hated and despised
· Also avoid robbing his subjects of honor
· Will be hated if he has reputation as fickle, frivolous
· Should worry about 2 things – internal insurrection from his subjects and external from foreign powers
· Can defend against internal by not being hated
· Prince should delegate unpopular laws to be administered by others, keep good ones for himself
· Ensure good standing with the military
· XXI
· Great enterprises and noble examples are 2 ways to earn prestige
· Nobility achieved by public display of reward and punishment
· Declare an ally in conflict
· Victor sees prince as doubtful friend if neutral, if ally loses at least prince wins protection and shelter
· Avoid siding with ally whose power is greater if possible
· Encourage citizens to excel
· Never excessively tax private acquisition or prosperous commerce. Reward contributors to prosperity. Throw city wide festival and make personal visits
· XXIII
· A prince should only allow wise advisors to speak with him and only when he specifically requests their advice
· Be firm in decisions, vacillation will lead to a loss of respect
· Always seek advice, but only when he wants it, not when thrusted upon him
· Always be skeptical of advice, constantly be questioning and probing
· No matter how intelligent his advisors are, prince is doomed if he lacks his own intelligence
Discourses:
· Chapter 2
· 6 types of constitution – 3 good 3 bad
· good = monarchy, aristocracy, democracy
· bad = tyranny, oligarchy, anarchy
· each derived from the good, which makes it easy for good to turn bad
· when a lawmaker establishes a constitution that resembles one of the good styles, it will not last long and there is a good chance it will turn into its bad form because so closely related
· when constructing constitution it is wisest to avoid each in its pure form and instead create a constitution with certain elements of each
· such a constitution would be more stable and would be preserved by a system of checks and balances, there being present in one city a monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy
· Lycurgus of Sparta created a const. of this sort and state survived for 800 years
· Same with Rome
· Separation of power is essential so no one gets too much power
· Only when all three have similar powers city has achieved harmony and is stable
· Chapter 5
· Must identify a group with an interest in protecting liberty
· Elite or populace
· If you put the populace in charge (Rome) reasonable to believe they do a better job, since they can’t monopolize power themselves, ensure nobody else does
· Those who give power to nobles (Venice and Sparta) achieve 2 good things
· Satisfy some of the nobility’s aspirations, make them content
· Take away authority from restless and insatiable populace
· If you are thinking in terms of a republic whose goal is to conquer an empire (Rome) or to defend themselves (Sparta & Venice) changes who you give job too
· More dangerous to the republic – men who want to acquire power or not lose it
· Conflicts are casued by those who already have power for the fear of losing it gives them exactly the same ambitions as those who want to acquire it
· Marcus Menenius and marcus Fulvius
· Chapter 10
· If you become absolute ruler in a republic you should also consider how much more praised once Rome was ruled by emperors was awarded to those emperors who abided by the laws and were benevolent than to those who were opposite.
Hobbes:
Leviathan:
Chapter 6
· 2 types of motion peculiar to animals
· vital and voluntary
· vital are automatic
· cause of voluntary are thoughts and imagination
· called endeavor, when endeavor towards something = appetite, when endeavor fromward something = aversion
· appetites and aversion are product of transferred motion
· human nature is a product of physical processes
· when a person initiates a train of thought in order to judge something good or evil (have an appetite or aversion toward it) called to deliberate
· out appetites and aversions cause us to act in certain ways
Chapter 10-13
· 2 types of power
· natural derives from body or mind
· instrumental derived from acquired things
· measure of power is called worth
· high worth = honorable
· low worth = dishonorable
· “I put a general inclination of all mankind, a perpetual and restless desire for power after power, that ceaseth only in death”
· the ultimate aversion of this seeking power is fear, causes people to seek peace
· feat of each others power is only antidote to the power struggles inherent to human appetite
· negotiations between power and fear with ultimate goal of achieving peace is called manners
· Hobbes theory for peace grows out of his vision of human nature
· Conception of human nature is the sum total of mechanic appetites and aversions, mediated by power struggles
· B/c human appetite is mechanical and resources are limited, when two people have an appetite for the same resource, the natural result is war
· Even though people may differ in strengths of their various natural powers all people are naturally equal, b/c even the weakest is capable of killing the strongest by some means, thus battle is inevitable
· From this Hobbes can describe natural condition of mankind before society, gov’t and invention of law – one of continuous war, death and fear
· During the time men live without a common power to keep them all in awe, they are in a condition called warre, and such a warre, as is of every man, against every man…in such condition, there is no place for industry…and which is worst of all, continual feare, and danger of violent death. And the life of man, solidary, poore, nasty, brutish and short
· In the state of natural, no security is possible and life is full of horror
· But 2 natural passions enable people to escape the state of nature, fear and reason
· Fear makes man want to escape the state of nature, reason shows him how
Natural Law
· laws of nature – a body of moral principles
· natural laws embody what we ought to do
· the maxims of prudence, discoverable by reason, we use the sources of our mind to understand the predicament
· law of nature is “a general rule, found out by reason, by which a man is forbidden to do that, which is destruction of his life, or taketh away the means of preserving the same, and omit that, by which he thinketh it may be best preserved”
· first natural law - you survive by living in peace and when we cannot live in peace, we must protect our self using violence
· 2nd – in order to seek peace, we will work together and cooperate to achieve self-interest
· laws of nature are understood through power of nature
· 9 – we are all equal, not the same, but equal
· once men discover and understand their natural laws through reason, then they come to conclusion that the laws of nature point directly at the establishment of political society that will make laws and protect them
· the laws of nature led to a political society
· laws of civil society ought to be based on the laws of nature b/c the shared benefits of working together
State of Nature
· during the time men live without a common power to keep them all in awe, they are in that condition called war, and such a war is every man against every man
· humans are in constant pursuit of power
· instrumental powers – acquired powers, always can increase instrumental powers, we constantly are trying to in order to secure power
· individuals are natural free and equal but in constant war in order to preserve property
Establishment of political society
· Hobbes believes all men strive for self-preservation and to leave the conditions of war, and they will agree to a covenant in order to protect themselves
· Hobbes line of reasoning
· Everything is rooted in self-preservation – fear of death
· To attain self-preservation – need security = peace
· To get peace – need cooperation w/ others
· To get cooperation, need civil laws backed by force
· To enforce laws, need common power = Leviathan
Covenant
· is an agreement amongst men to give up their individual power in the state of nature to one common power in order to attain peace and protection
· covenant states each man gives up his right to govern himself to the sovereign on the condition that the other men do the same
· man to man – not with the sovereign
· sovereign is established by the covenant doesn’t exist before
· society is called a commonwealth and common power is the sovereign
· the only way to establish this common power is “to confer all their power and strength upon one man, or one assembly of men, that may reduce all their wills by plurality of voices unto one will”
Political Obligation
· primary ingredient to obligation is fear
· fear of punishment prevents people from breaking the law
· to make man obey covenant, there must be violence upholding the covenant, instilling fear into man
· “covenants without the sword are nothing but words, and of no strength to secure a man at all”
Sovereignty
· there are two ways of establishing a commonwealth, through acquisition (force) or through institution (agreement)
· the latter is the same as Hobbes description of how man raises himself out of the state of nature
· force the power takes control of people who if they don’t resist, consent to his control
· both apart of social contract theory
· same function to protect society and secure peace
· Essential rights of the sovereign
· 1. Subjects owe him sole loyalty
· 2. cannot be freed from obligation to him
· 3. dissenters must yield to majority in declaring a sovereign
· 4. Sovereign can’t be unjust
· 5. Can’t be put to death
· 6. May determine what ideas are acceptable and censor doctrines repugnant to peace
· 7. Sovereign prescribes legislative rules
· 8. Has judicial powers
· 9. May make war or peace
· 10. May choose his counselors
· 11. Has powers of reward or punishment
· 12. May make all civil appointments, including that of the militia
· all rights of the sovereign correspond with laws of nature deduced in book 1 and the philosophical methods used throughout
· 3 kinds of sovereign authority instituted by agreement
· monarchy
· aristocracy
· democracy
· of the three Hobbes argues monarchy is best b/c its positioned to pursue common interests 
· in other systems private interests tend to creep in – monarchy every has the same interests
· One can take advice from anyone instead of only from within
· Monarch can’t disagree with himself
· All systems have inconveniences and monarchy having heir too young for the job is just one of those inconveniences
· Absolute rule regardless of type of government
· Certain rights of nature that can’t be renounced
· Right to self-preservation, of resistance, self-defence, non-incrimation & right to the enjoyment of the means of life
Liberty
· liberty signifies the absence of opposition
· when one is physically tied up or enclosed into a certain space determined by their opposition, they are without liberty
· any living creature while they are restrained or imprisoned with walls or chains are without liberty
· all men under the rule of the sovereign, who aren’t imprisoned or physically restrained by walls or chains have absolute authority
· there are artificial chains in place in the commonwealth in the from of civil laws that can restrain men from attaining absolute liberty, but because each man agreed in the covenant to give absolute power to one man or assembly, they can’t complain about these restrictions
· subjects write the social contract and are the authors of the sovereigns power
· thus the subject is responsible for all hindrances to his actions and cannot complain
· in the state of nature, liberty didn’t exist b/c actions were hindered by fear of death and fear of the power of others
Civil Laws
· those rules commanded by the sovereign through word, writing or other sign of his will
· laws must be made known in order to be laws
· if they cannot be known, can’t be enforced
· [bookmark: _GoBack]the just enforcement of the laws of nature which form basis of civil law, are not contingent upon the laws of communication, for the laws of nature are knowable through reason alone





