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Sayid Qutb (d.1966):

· spokesperson for the muslim brotherhood
· author: in the shade of the Quraan, milestones
· he plotted the assassination of Gamal abdul Nasser (he was linked)

Key Ideas: 

· He believed many muslim(s) (communities) were ignorant (Jahiliyas) 
· only the Sharia can deliver true justice and freedom from oppression. political and economical decisions should be made thru the sharia
· he believed in establishing an Islamic State ASAP. one has to fight in order to establish the state. 
· a vanguard of true believers should separate themselves from jahili society and (finally) fight to establish Gods law. 

Maulana Mawdudi (d. 1979):

· founder of the Jamaat-e-islami
· aimed to restore political power to muslims in India 
· He established islam as a social and political order, including am islamic state through democratic means. 
· he initially opposed the idea of creating a separate state for muslims in Pakistan
· he had an impact through his writings

Ayatollah Khomeini (d. 1989):

· Iranian twelve Shia religious scholar
· he formed the Islamic Republic of Iran
· he called for the establishment of an Islamic State to be led by a jurist who is only responsible to God (velayat-e-faqih) 
· came to power in 1979 following the 1979 revolution involves in overthrowing the shah

Political Islam and Islamists Today:

· Continued focus on social and political issues
· ultimate aim is an Islamic State

In search of (religious) answers to…:

· relevance of the religious tradition of Islam to the present day
· Alienation
· political repression
· government corruption
· continued dependancy
· sizeable (and growing) social inequalities.

Globalized Jihadism:

· it originated in the Afghan war against the Soviet Invasion in 1979
· “Democratization” of the notion of Jihad
· idealization of sacrifice, “death in the way of God"
· amity and enmity
· self mythologization 

“Democratizing” Jihad:

· one of the key obligations of every muslim; the criterion to judge a person’s faith
· an individual rather than a collective duty
· individuals who neglect jihad are sinners
· individual muslims have the obligation to fight occupiers of muslim lands
· international boundaries are irrelevant

Jihad according to classical Sunni Jurists:

· defensive jihad: fard ‘ayn
· in any other situation: cant be undertaken at individual discretion
· concern with preventing civil war and insurrection (fitna)

Sayyid Qutb on Jihad:

· fight all who resist ruling by God’s law

Idealizing “death in the way of God”:

· sacrifice
· martyrdom 
· powerful religious ideas that have been utilized by religious and secular movements alike

Amity and Enmity:

· Love and hate for the sake of God/Islam
· Having friendly relations with muslims who agree with jihad views

Self-Mythologization: 

· miracle stories: visions of things before death, some people generate their own stories 
· the idea that jihad had defeated a superpower
· an international umma 
· many people use twitter and other social websites to promote islam and some of its wonders
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