Criminology

Chapter 1: Crime and Criminology

Criminal Justice system: the complete institutional process of decision-making from the initial investigation or arrest by police to the eventual release of the offender and his or her re-entry into society; the various sequential criminal justice stages through which the offender passes: police, courts, corrections. 

Intimate violence: a form of violent behaviour that occurs in a context of familiarity, such as wife abuse or child abuse. 

People do not rely on their experience when assessing the likelihood of being a victim of crime, but rather draw from such sources as the media. 

Third-hand knowledge of crime has long-term effects, creating fear of crime, a negative view of the police and the courts and an attitude favouring harsher punishment. 

Criminology: The scientific study of the nature, extent, cause and control of criminal behaviour. This discipline is devoted to the development of valid and reliable information about the causes of crime as well as crime patterns and trends. 

Criminologists: is someone who brings objectivity and method to the study of crime and its consequences. They use scientific methods to study the nature, extent, cause and control of criminal behaviour. Criminologists use objective research methods to pose research questions (hypotheses), gather data, create theories and test the validity of theories.  They use every method of established social science inquiry: analysis of existing records, experimental designs, surveys, historical analysis and content analysis. 

Differences between criminologists and criminal justice scholars

· Criminologist: explain the origin, extent and nature of crime in society.
· Criminal justice scholars describe and analyze the work of police, courts and correctional facilities and how to better design effective methods of crime control. 

Deviant behaviour: Behaviour that departs from the social norm, but which doesn’t always warrant a legal sanction.  Included within the broad spectrum of deviant acts is sunbathing in the nude, joining a nudist colony or a woman going topless. 

Crime and deviance are often confused, yet not all crimes are deviant or unusual acts and not all deviant acts are illegal or criminal.  For example, using drugs such as marijuana, may be illegal but it is not deviant.  For example, suppose that a passerby observes a person drowning and makes no effort to save that victim.  Although that is immoral behaviour, citizens are not required by law to be a good Samaritan. 

Two issues that involve deviance are of particular interest to criminologists:
· How do deviant behaviours become crimes?
· When should acts considered crimes be legalized?

Decriminalization: reducing the penalty for a criminal act but not actually legalizing it. 

The scientific study of crime and criminality is a relatively recent development. 

Utilitarianism: a view that believes that the punishment of crime should be balanced and fair, which underlies the belief in classical criminology that even criminal behaviour must be seen as purposeful and reasonable. 

Classical criminology: the theoretical perspective that 1. People have free will to choose criminal or conventional behaviours, 2. People choose to commit crime for reasons of greed or personal need, 3. Crime can be controlled only by the fear of criminal sanctions and 4. The more severe the punishment, the better able it is to control criminal behaviour. 

Positivism: the branch of social science that uses the scientific method of the natural sciences and suggests that human behaviour is a product of social, biological, psychological or economic forces. The second aspect of positivism is its use of the scientific method to solve problems. 

Criminal anthropology: early efforts to discover a biological basis of crime through measurement of physical and mental processes; associated with Cesare Lombroso and the biological positivists. 

Atavistic anomalies (traits): according to Lombroso, the physical characteristics of born criminals that indicate they are throwbacks to animals or primitive people. 

Quetelet was a pioneer of sociological criminology.  He identified many of the relationships between crime and social phenomena that still serve as a basis for criminology today. 

Emile Durkheim was one of the founders of sociology and a significant contributor to criminology.  His definition of crime as a normal and necessary social event has been more influential on modern criminology than has almost any other.  As long as human differences exist, crime is inevitable, serving as symbolic reminder of moral boundaries. 


Anomie: a condition produced by normlessness.  Because of rapidly shifting moral values, the individual has few guides to what is socially acceptable.  According to Merton, anomie is a condition that occurs when personal goals cannot be achieved by available means.  Anomic societies maintain high suicide rates; by implication, anomie might cause other forms of deviance to develop.

Chicago school: a type of sociological research begun in the early 20th century associated with Park, Burgess, Wirth, Thrasher and their colleagues in the sociology department at the University of Chicago.  These sociologists pioneered research on the social ecology of the city and the study of urban crime (looking at crime in the context of where a person lives). 

Bourgeoisie: In Marxist theory, the owners of the means of production; the capitalist ruling class.

Proletariat: In Marxist theory, the bourgeoisies controls the means of production and the proletariat provides the labour; sometimes referred to as the working class. 

Choice theorists today argue that criminals are rational and use available information to decide whether crime is a worthwhile undertaking; deterrence theory holds that this choice is structured by the fear of punishment. 

Criminal anthropologists believe that biological and mental traits interact with environmental factors to influence all human behaviour, including criminality.

Biological and psychological theorists study the association between criminal behaviour and such traits as diet, hormonal makeup, personality and intelligence. 

Sociological theories maintain that individual’s lifestyles and living conditions directly control their criminal behaviour.  Those at the bottom of the social structure cannot achieve success and experience failure and frustration as a result (this is called structural perspective).

Conflict criminologists still see social and political conflict as the root cause of crime. In their view, the inherently unfair economic structure of advanced capitalist countries is the engine that drives the high crime rate. 

Criminological enterprise: this refers to the totality of criminology, even though there are many fields or subareas of study. 

The major perspectives of criminology

Classical/choice perspective (situational forces): Crime is a function of free will and personal choice.  Punishment is a deterrent to crime. 

Biological/Psychological perspective (internal forces): crime is a function of chemical, neurological, genetic, personality, intelligence, or mental illness. 

Structural perspective (ecological forces): Crime rates are a function of neighbourhood conditions, cultural forces and norm conflict. 

Process perspective (socialization forces): crime is a function of upbringing, learning and control.  Peers, parents and teachers influence behaviour. 

Conflict perspective (economic and political forces): crime is a function of competition for limited resources and power.  Class conflict produces crime. 

Integrated perspective (multiple forces): biological, social-psychological, economic and political forces may combine to produce crime. 

Subareas of Criminology

Criminal Statistics: gathering valid crime data, devising new research methods and measuring crime patterns and trends. 

Sociology of Law: determining the origin of law, measuring the forces that can change laws and society. 

Theory Construction: predicting individual behaviour, understanding the cause of crime rates and trends. 

Criminal Behaviour systems: determining the nature and cause of specific crime patterns, studying violence; theft; and organized, white-collar, and public-order crimes. 

Prenology: studying the correction and control of criminal behaviour. 

Victimology: studying the nature and causes of victimization, aiding crime victims. 

International crime trends

Homicide: many nations, especially those experiencing social or economic upheaval, have much higher murder rates.

Rape: violence against women is related to economic hardship and the social status of women. Rates are high in poor nations in which women are oppressed. 

Robbery: robbery is related to relative poverty and the presence of consumer items in advanced countries, but also deterred by crime prevention strategies. 

White-collar crime: illegal acts that capitalize on a person’s status in the marketplace, such as embezzlement, market manipulation, restraint of trade and false advertising (economic crime activities). 

The consensus view of crime: this view holds that crimes are repugnant to all elements of society.  The term consensus is used because it implies that general agreement exists among a majority of people on what behaviours should be outlawed by the criminal law and viewed as crimes, an example of consensus crime is homicide. 

The conflict view of crime: depicts society as a collection of diverse groups-owners, workers, professionals, students-who are in constant and continuing conflict. Groups able to assert their political power use the law and the criminal justice system to advance their economic and social position. 

The interactionist view of crime: is based in the symbolic interaction school of sociology.  This position holds that 1. People act according to their own interpretations of reality, according to the meaning things have for them; 2. They learn the meaning of a thing from the way others react to it, either positively or negatively; and 3. They re-evaluate and interpret their own behaviour according to the meaning and symbols they have learned from others. The definition of crime reflects the preferences and opinions of people who impose their definition of right and wrong on the rest of the population. 

The definition of crime

Consensus view 
· The law defines crime
· Agreement exists on outlawed behaviour
· Laws apply to all citizens equally

Interactionist view
· Moral entrepreneurs define crime
· Crimes are illegal because society defines them that way
· Criminal labels are life-transforming events

Conflict view
· The law is a tool of the ruling class
· Crime is a politically defined concept
· “Real crimes” are not outlawed
· The law is used to control the underclass



Moral entrepreneurs:  interest groups or powerful individuals who attempt to control social life and the legal order in order to promote their own personal set of moral values. 

Cross-sectional research: another word for interviewing or questioning subjects, because it involves surveying people who come from a cross-section of the community (use data from all age, race, gender and income segments of the population). 

Longitudinal research: research that tracks the development of a group of subjects over time, who share a characteristic (cohort). 

Cohort: a sample of subjects whose behaviour is followed over a period time. 

A less expensive route than following a cohort is doing a retrospective cohort study.  This is done by taking a cohort of known offenders and looking at their early life experiences by checking their educational, family, police and hospital records. 

Aggregate data research: using large databases gathered by government agencies and research foundations, which can tell us about the effect of overall social trends and patterns on the crime rate. 

Experimental research: criminologists manipulate events to see the effect on the subjects.  True experiments have 3 elements: 1. Random assignment of subjects, 2. A control or comparison group, and 3. An experimental condition. 

Sometimes criminologists focus their research on relatively few subjects, interviewing them in depth or observing them as they go about their activities.  

Major ethical issues include what is to be studies, who is to be studied and how studies are to be conducted. 

Chapter 2: The criminal Law and its process

One of the earliest surviving codes was developed in 2000 B.C. in Sumer (modern day Iraq). 

Code of Hammurabi: the first written criminal code developed in Babylonia about 2000 B.C. 

Lex talionis: punishment based on physical retaliation (“an eye for an eye”). 

The severity of punishment depended on class standing: For assault, slaves would be put to death; freemen might lose a limb. 

Mosaic code: by tradition, the covenant between God and the tribes of Israel in which they agreed to obey his law, as presented to them by Moses, in return for God’s special care and protection.

Wergild: Under medieval law, the money paid by the offender to compensate the victim and the state for a criminal offence. 

Oath helpers: during the Middle Ages, groups of 12 to 25 people who would support the accused’s innocence. 

Inchoate crimes: incomplete or contemplated crimes such as solicitation or criminal attempts. 

Common-Law Crimes

Crimes against the person

First-degree murder: is the unlawful killing of another human being with malice and premeditation (such as a woman putting poison into her husband’s drink).

Voluntary manslaughter: is an intentional killing committed under extenuating circumstances that mitigate the killing (such as a man coming home to find his wife in bed with another man and shoots both of them). 

Assault: is unlawful touching, or the fear of such (a student aims a gun at her friend and threatens to shoot: the friend believes the gun is loaded). 

Rape: is unlawful sexual touching without consent.

Robbery: is the wrongful taking and carrying away of personal property from a person by violence or intimidation. 

Inchoate (incomplete) offences

Attempt: is an intentional act for the purposes of committing a crime that is more than mere preparation or planning of the crime (example: a person places a bomb in the intended victim’s car so that it will detonate when the ignition key is used). 

Conspiracy: is voluntary agreement to commit an act using means forbidden by law (example: two persons conspire to fake accidents and then seek reimbursement from an insurance company). 





Crimes against property

Burglary: is breaking and entering a dwelling house with the intent to commit a crime (example: intending to steal, a young man breaks into and enters another’s house without permission). 

Arson: is the intentional burning of a dwelling house.  

Theft: is taking and carrying away the personal property of another with the intent to keep and possess it. 

Classification of Law:
· The law can be classified in a number of ways: crimes and torts, indictable and summary offences and mala in se and mala prohibitum. 

Criminal and Civil law
· The law can be divided into two broad categories: criminal law and civil law. 
· Civil law includes such areas as property law and contract law. 
· Of all areas of the civil law, tort law is most similar in intent and form to the criminal law. 
· Difference between the criminal law and civil law is that the state has the power to protect the public from harm by punishing individuals whose actions threaten social order.  Whereas in civil law, the harm is considered private and individuals are compensated for harm done to them by others. 

Tort law: the law of personal wrongs and damage.  Tort actions include negligence, libel, slander, assault and trespass. 

Indictable and summary offences
· Criminal laws can be further classified as either indictable offences or offences punishable on summary conviction. 

Indictable offence: a serious offence that carries a serious penalty, as compared to a summary offence.

Summary offence: minor offences for which the penalty is restricted to a maximum of six months in jail, or a fine, or both. 

Similarities between criminal and tort law
· Both criminal and tort law seek to control behaviour and both impose sanctions.  Similar areas of legal action exist-for example, personal assault and control of white-collar offences, such as environmental pollution. 



Differences
Criminal law/tort law
· Crime is a public offence/tort is a civil or private wrong
· The sanction associated with a criminal law is incarceration or death/the sanction associated with a tort is monetary damages
· The right of enforcement belongs to the state/the individual brings the action
· The government ordinarily does not appeal/both parties can appeal
· Fines go to the state/the individual receives compensation for harm done
· The standard of proof is “beyond reasonable doubt”/guilt is established by a preponderance of the evidence.

Mala in se: crimes that are rooted in the core values inherent in our culture and are designed to control such behaviours as inflicting physical harm on others (assault, rape etc.), taking possessions, or harming another person’s property. 

Mala prohibitum: crimes that involve violations of laws that reflect current public opinion and social values. 

Criminal codes have several distinct functions:
· Providing social control
· Discouraging revenge
· Expressing public opinion and morality
· Deterring criminal behaviour
· Maintaining the social order

Providing social control
· Primary purpose of the criminal law is to control people’s behaviour
· Societies also have unwritten rules of conduct (folkways) and universally followed behaviour (mores).
· Criminal law is given to those in political power and administered and enforced by its agents. 

Folkways: generally followed customs that do not have moral values attached to them, such as not interrupting people when they are speaking. 

Mores: customs or conventions regarded as essential to a community, which are often at the basis of criminal law. 

Discouraging revenge
· By punishing people who infringe on the rights, property and freedom of others, the law shifts the burden of retribution from the individual to the state. 



Expressing public opinion and morality
· Third function of the criminal law is that it reflects constantly changing public opinions and moral values. 
· Mala in se crimes (such as murder) are almost universally prohibited, but the prohibition of legislatively created mala prohibitum crimes (such as gambling), changes according to shifting social conditions and attitudes. 
· Vagrancy laws reproduce inequality in society. 

Vagrancy: today, vagrancy (the moving from place to place by a person who has no visible means of support and who refuses to work) is a summary offence crime, but because it has been a capital offence in the past, it is a good example of historical changes in the law.

Deterring Criminal behaviour
· The criminal law’s social control function is its ability to deter potential law violators. 
· The threat of punishment is designed to prevent crimes before they occur. 

General deterrence: a crime control policy that depends on the fear of criminal penalties.  General deterrence measures, such as long prison sentences for violent crimes, are aimed at convincing the potential law violator that the pains associated with crime outweigh its benefits. 

Specific deterrence: a crime control policy suggesting that punishment be severe enough to convince convicted offenders never to repeat their criminal activity.  It is based on the principle that an individual can be prevented from committing a crime if the cost outweighs the benefit. 

Maintaining the social order
· All legal systems are designed to support and maintain the boundaries of the social system. 
· In our society, by meting out punishment to those who damage or steal property, the law promotes the activities needed to sustain an economy based on the accumulation of wealth. 

Actus reus: an illegal act.  The actus reus can be an affirmative act, such as taking money or shooting someone, or a failure to act, such as failing to take proper precautions while driving a car. For an act to be illegal, the action must be voluntary. 

Mens rea: the intent to commit the criminal act; one of the key elements in defining and proving a crime. To be a crime there must also be the elements of a guilty mind.  This concept also encompasses the situation in which a person intends to commit a crime against one person but injures another party instead. 

For most crimes, the actus reus and the mens rea must be present for the act to be considered a crime. 

Intent: carrying out an act intentionally, knowingly and willingly. 

Transferred intent: the principle that if an illegal yet unintended act results from the intent to commit a crime, that act is also considered illegal. 

Constructive intent: the finding of criminal liability for an unintentional act that is the result of negligence or recklessness, for example, if a drunk driver hits a pedestrian. 

Strict-liability crimes: illegal acts whose elements do not contain the need for intent, or mens rea; they are usually acts that endanger the public welfare, such as illegal dumping of toxic wastes.

Some defenses and justifications:
· Ignorance or mistake
· Not criminally responsible on account of mental disorder
· Intoxication
· Duress
· Necessity
· Self-defence
· Entrapment

Mental disorder: a “disease of the mind” as determined by a trial judge.  It includes  a illness, disorder, or abnormal condition that impairs the functioning of the mind, excluding  self-induced states caused by alcohol or drugs and transitory mental states, such as hysteria and concussion. 

M’Naghten rule: In 1843, an English court established that Daniel M’Naghten could not be held responsible in a case of murder because his delusions had caused him to act.  This underlies the principle of criminal responsibility, that an accused cannot be held legally liable for his or her act if he or she does not know what he or she is doing or cannot distinguish right from wrong. 

One reason that mental disorder pleas are seldom successful is that there may be relatively few criminals with mental disorders. 

Duress: one of the grounds that excuse an accused from responsibility from an act, if it can be shown that they were forced or compelled by someone else to commit a criminal act. 

Necessity: which is applied in situations in which a person must break the law to avoid a greater evil caused by natural physical forces (storms, earthquakes, illness, etc.). 
Self-defence: an individual is justified in using just enough force as is necessary against another to protect him or herself against unprovoked assault. 

Entrapment: a criminal defence maintaining that the police originated the criminal idea or initiated the criminal action. 

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
· This is the ultimate arbiter of law and legal rights in Canada. 
· All laws must uphold the rights guaranteed under the Charter. 
· The Charter has been criticized for doing too much to protect the rights of individuals and not enough to protect society. 

Disclosure: a principle established in R vs. Stinchcombe, which ruled that the prosecution must give all the evidence gathered by the police to the defendant in order to make a complete defence to the charges. 

New criminal laws that have been created
· Marijuana
· The Youth Criminal Justice Act was replaced by the Young Offenders Act. 
· Assisted suicide
· Stalking
· Cyberstalking
· Sex offender registration
· Community notification 
· Corporate crime

Assisted suicide: the practice of seeking help in committing suicide; not legal in Canada. 

Stalking: laws that make it a criminal offence to stalk or harass a victim even though no actual assault or battery has occurred. 

Cyberstalking: the use of the Internet, e-mail, or other electronic communication devices to stalk another person. 

Sex offender registration: released offenders are required to register with the police, report to them, and keep the police informed of their whereabouts, including change of address. 

Community notification: legislation that requires convicted sex offenders to register with local police when they move into an area or neighborhood. 

Chapter 3: The Nature and extent of crime


Crime rates are affected by 5 factors: 
· Report-sensitive
· Policing-sensitive
· Definition sensitive
· Media-sensitive
· Real trends (in the number of crimes)

Report-sensitive: Crimes that are sensitive to victims reporting them-if a victim of sexual assault, for example, does not report it, then it is unlikely that police will know. 

Policing-sensitive crimes: crimes sensitive to law enforcement-drug crime, for example, is proactively investigated by police, otherwise many drug offences would not be detected. 

Definition-sensitive crimes: crimes sensitive to legislative activity-gambling, for example, has steadily been decriminalized by a loosening of criminal sanctions around gaming. 

Media-sensitive crimes: Crime that is sensitive to media attention-youth crime, for example, in the media increases public concern, which increases reports to police, which makes the news. 

Uniform Crime Report (UCR): an aggregate census based on reports from police forces across Canada, the official basis for criminological research in Canada.

Collecting the UCR
· Each month police report to the CCJS the incidence or number of crimes known to them (from victims or officers).
· This crime database represents only what the police know about the crime; some crimes are never detected and others are not reported to the police. 
· Whenever complaints of crime are determined to be unfounded or false, they are eliminated from the count. 
· Standard way to display incidence of crime is to show all the crimes reported to the police that are felt to be founded (excluding false reports). 
· The UCR uses several terms to express crime data: the actual number of crimes reported to the police and arrests made are expressed as raw figures and percentage change in the amount of crime between years is computed (for example, reported crime decreased 7 percent). 
· The most important way of expressing crime data is the crime rate per 100,000 people.  Calculating crime rate involved dividing the total crimes by the population, which enables changes in the population to be ignored when looking at changes in crime. 
· In 2007, the national crime rate in Canada was at its lowest in 30 years. 
· Historically. Crime rates have increased moving from east to west across Canada, however the reverse has occurred in recent years. 
· It has been suggested that provinces and territories with a high rate of in-migration have higher rates of property and violent crime because geographic mobility produces weakened informal social control. Large-scale changes in the economy combined with a rapid change in population are destabilizing. 

Incidence: the number of crimes reported to the police in a given time period. 

Founded: The percentage of crimes reported to the police that are investigated and believed to be real; otherwise known as actual

Percentage change: calculating the increase or decrease in crime rates over a period of years so that, for example, criminologists can tell whether society is becoming more dangerous. 

Crime rate: this number is derived by calculating the ratio of crimes in the whole population expressed as per 100,000 people, providing the relative likelihood of crime occurring. 

Cleared: crimes that are determined to be founded, which are then solved or cleared away by the police; cleared crimes do not necessarily result in change or convictions. 

Crimes are cleared in two ways: 
· When at least one person is arrested, charged and turned over to the court for prosecution
· When some element beyond police control precludes the physical arrest of an offender (exceptional means), such as when a suspect dies or leaves the country. 

Attrition: decrease in cases as they make their way through the criminal justice system; number of cases investigated by police that result in convictions is small percentage of total.  

Crime funnel: as cases move further into the justice system, the number of cases being dealt with gradually drops. 

Violent crimes are more likely to be solved than property crimes, because police devote more resources to these more serious acts. 

The accuracy of the UCR
· Five main areas of concern for the UCR’s accuracy: reporting practices, law enforcement practices, legal definitions, media practices and methodological problems. 


Reporting practices
· Many serious crimes are not reported to police by victims and do not become part of the UCR, which means that many crimes are report-sensitive. 
· Due to the difficulties posed by under-reporting, victimization surveys are used to measure the number of crimes not reported to the police. 
· Some reasons for not reporting crime: “nothing could be done,” “private matter,” “the offender would seek revenge” etc. 

Law enforcement practices
· The ways in which police departments enforce and record criminal and delinquent activity also affect the validity of UCR statistics. 
· This means that some crimes are police-sensitive
· It might be appealing to try to improve a police department’s public image by lowering the crime rate. 
· Boosting police efficiency and professionalism may also increase crime rates. 
· How law enforcement agencies interpret the definitions of crimes also affects crime rates. 
· The way in which police enforce the law affects the crime rate. 

Legal Definitions
· Changes to the law affect the crime rates
· Definition-sensitive crime is sexual assault 
· Changes to the Youth Criminal Justice Act divert youths who have committed non-violent crimes from the formal criminal justice system-decrease in youth crime, however the number of youths who came into contact with the police actually increased. 

Media Practices
· The effect media has over crime
· We often hear of random crimes committed in public by strangers against innocent victims, which encourages the perception that crime is random. 
· One way to explain the discrepancy between the reality of dropping rates of youth crime and the perception that youth crime is out of control is media coverage. The media may distort the frequency of youth crime, causing unease on the part of the public. 
· Today, the media influence the timing and wording of press releases, the type of statistics used and the types of information presented. 

Methodological Problems
· Methodological issues also raise questions about the accuracy of the UCR.
· Among the most cited are the following: 
· The definition of crime can change
· Non-violent crimes are under-reported
· Reports can sometimes vary in accuracy and completeness
· If an offender commits multiple crimes, only the most serious is recorded

Data Collection Methods

UCR
· Data is collected from records from police departments across the nation.

General Social Survey on Victimization
· Data is collected from a national survey of victims

Self-report surveys
· Data is collected from surveys of students

Self-report survey: a research approach that requires subjects to reveal their own participation in delinquent or criminal acts. Most have focused on juvenile delinquency and youth crime. Self-reports can assess the number and frequency of people who have committed illegal acts. They are particularly useful for assessing substance abuse. These reports also provide a broader picture of the distribution of criminality than do official data. Though this type of report is useful, there are some methodological issues about their accuracy (some people may lie, others might exaggerate). 

· There are some “missing cases” in the self-report surveys (due to absence, refuse to participate etc.). 
· Some research suggests that the “missing cases” in self-reports may be more crime-prone than the general population. 
· Self-reports are the weakest in measuring substance abuse. 

Victim surveys
· Survey that asks people whether they have been victims of crime. 
· They also examine the victim’s experience of crime, the reasons victims decide not to report crimes to the police, and victim’s perception of crime overall. 
· Through these surveys that we find many crimes are not reported to the police. 
· Potential problems with this type of survey, include:
· “Telescoping” events from the past, in which victims think that events happened more recently than they really did. 
· Under-reporting due to embarrassment, fear of getting in trouble, etc. 
· Sampling errors that produce a group of respondents who are not representative of the population. 

Are crime statistics sources compatible? Yes. 

Alternative sources of information

Commissions of inquiry: 
· These are appointed by provincial, territorial or federal governments. 
· They are quasi-judicial, which means they have broad-ranging powers of investigation similar to a court’s. 

Crisis Index for Justice
· The crime index is based on four measurable areas of criminal justice: the crime rate, the incarceration rate, spending on prisons, and spending allocated to community corrections. 

Official Crime trends in Canada
· Criminologists use official statistics to determine changes in the crime rate. 
· Some have argued that the drop in crime is a result of an increase in private security and new crime prevention measures. 

Explaining Crime Trends
· Age: the age distribution of the population has a great influence on violent crime trends. 
· As a general rule, the crime rate follows the proportion of young males in the population. 
· Increases in youth crime are also influenced by bureaucratic processes. 
· The general impression is that youth crime and especially that committed by young women, is increasing in seriousness. 
· Race: there is no simple relationship between race and crime. 
· Any relationship that does exist is most likely a product of various factors, including lack of social opportunity, discrimination and selective reporting and surveillance by the police. 
· Blacks make up 3% of the population and 15% of the prison population, in Ontario. 
· Natives and Crime: Aboriginal people are nearly three times more likely to be victims of violent crime. 
· Natives are more likely to have contact with police and for far more serious reasons. 
· The economy: Long-term periods of sustained economic weakness and unemployment eventually affect the crime rate. 
· Property crimes, such as arson and insurance fraud, also go up in times of economic recession. 
· Development does not affect crime directly, however; they also suggest that reductions in inequality and increases in growth and education are associated with reductions in crime rates. 
· Social malaise: other social problems also affect the crime rate. Increases in the number of single-parent families, divorce and dropout rates, in drug abuse and in teen pregnancies are significant. 
· Factors such as length of residence, community structure and access to formal organizations affect the well-being of a community. 
· Conversely, communities with delinquent social networks, high rates of population turnover, and less access to community services will have higher crime rates. 
· Culture and crime rates: Japan has a lower crime rate than Western countries.  Cultural differences play an important role in controlling crime in Japan. In Japan, honor is an important personal trait, and people are deeply loyal to historical traditions, which provide a sense of moral order. 
· Guns: if a gun is available, it also increases the likelihood it will be used in a suicide. 
· Provincial rates of firearm-related violent crime mirror the violent crime rates in general. 
· The rates of firearm-related crime among homicide, attempted murder, and robbery have remained stable in recent years. 
· Drugs: increasing drug use may affect crime rates. 
· The criminalization of drugs creates an illegal drug trade that in turn makes for more gun-related violence. 
· In Canada, the overall drug-related crime rate has been on an upward trend since 1993. 
· Justice Policy: law enforcement experts suggest that reduction in crime rates may be attributed to aggressive police practices that target “quality of life” crimes. 

What the future holds-crime rates
· A significant increase in teen violence is expected if current trends persist. 

Crime patterns:
· Criminologists look for patterns in crime to gain insight into the nature of crime. 

Ecology of crime
· A curious pattern is how temporal and ecological factors are related to crime, such as day, season, climate, temperature, density of population and geographical region. 
· Most reported crime occur during warm summer months. 
· Some crimes increase with a rise in temperature. 
· The relationship between temperature and assault is strong during the morning and evening hours. 
· Large urban areas have by far the highest violence rates. 
· The rates of violent crime in general, and firearm-related violence in particular, are much higher in the west than in eastern provinces. 

Social class and crime
· Traditionally crime has been thought of as a lower-class phenomenon
· Studies using arrest records have consistently shown that crime rates in lower-class areas are higher than in wealthier neighborhoods. 
· Crimes are class-related; that is, the rich are more likely to commit tax fraud, while the poor are more likely to commit welfare fraud. 


Instrumental crimes: those unable to obtain desired goods through conventional means may resort to theft and other illegal activities, such as the sale of narcotics, to obtain them. 

Expressive crime: crimes that have no purpose except to accomplish the behaviour at hand, such as shooting someone during the course of an argument. 

Class-crime controversy
· If crime is related to social class, then such socio-economic factors as poverty and neighborhood disorganization are a cause of criminal behaviour. 
· This relationship is more complex than “the poorer a person is, the more crime he or she commits”
· Age, race and gender may all influence the connection between class and crime. 
· Evidence suggests that serious street and official crime is more prevalent among the lower classes, while less serious and self-reported crime is spread more evenly throughout the social structure. 
· Income inequality, poverty and resource deprivation are all associated with the most serious violent crimes, including homicide and assault. 

Age and crime
· The higher the age of the person, the lower is the likelihood of offending. 
· Younger people are more likely to commit crime than are their older peers. 
· The age composition of the population is a key factor used in predicting crime trends. 

The age-crime controversy

Aging out: the process by which individuals reduce the frequency of offending as they age; also known as spontaneous remission, aging out occurs among all groups offenders. 

Desistance: the process in which crime rate declines with the perpetrator’s age; synonymous with the aging-out process. 

· Even chronic offenders commit less crime as they age. 

Early onset: people who are deviant at a very young age are the ones most likely to persist in crime, if a criminal career begins early in life. 

Why does aging out occur?
· The overall crime rate does decline with age. 
· There is a direct relationship between aging and desistance.
· Aging-out process is a function of the natural history of the human life cycle. 


Gender and crime
· Male crime rates are higher than female crime rates.
· Women are more likely to be victims of sexual assault. 
· Men are more likely to be victims of robbery.
· Men are more likely to be victims of assault.
· Women are more likely to be murdered by a spouse than men. 
· Self-report studies indicated that: the pattern of female criminality, if not its frequency, is quite similar to that of male criminality and the factors that predispose male criminals to crime have an equal impact on female criminals. 

Masculinity hypothesis: the view that women who commit crimes have biological and psychological traits similar to those of men.

Chivalry hypothesis: the idea that low female crime and delinquency rates are a reflection of the leniency with which police treat female offenders. 

Androgens: male sex hormones, linked to criminality. 

Liberal feminist theory: this approach focuses attention on the social and economic role of women in society and its relationship to female crime rates. 

Career criminal: a person whose criminality is a career, who repeatedly violates the law; they devote much of life to criminality and commit a large portion of total crime in a community.

Chronic offender: the small percentage of delinquent offenders who are arrested five or more times before 18, stand a good chance of becoming adult criminals, and are responsible for more than half of all serious crimes. 

· Arrest and court experience did little to deter the chronic offender. In fact, punishment was inversely related to chronic offending:  The more stringent the sanctions chronic offenders received, the more likely they were to engage in repeated criminal behaviour. 
· Chronic female delinquency was relatively rare.
· The chronic female offender was less likely to be involved in serious crimes. 

Continuity of crime: the view that crime begins early in life and continues throughout the life course.  Thus, the best predictor of future criminality is past criminality. 

Chapter 4: Victims and Victimization

Victimology: the study of the victim’s role in criminal transactions. 


Problems of crime victims: loss and suffering
· Productivity losses due to injury, medical costs, psychological pain and emotional trauma take their toll on victims. 
· Crime makes people feel uneasy and decreases their quality of life. 
· Victims may have difficulty learning what is going on in the case.  In addition, their property is often kept for a long time as evidence and may never be returned. 
· Victims also lose wages because of time spent testifying in court.

The perception of the risk of being a victim
· People do not rely on their own experience in assessing the likelihood of being a victim of crime. 
· In modern society, it is the media-which helps create a distorted expectation of victimization. 

Problems of crime victims: Antisocial behaviour
· Victims of certain crimes are more likely to commit crimes themselves. 
· Child maltreatment is a significant predictor of future criminality

Cycle of violence: the phenomenon of child victims becoming adult criminals later in life due to their early experiences. 

· The cycle of violence hypothesis is supported by research showing that young males are more likely to engage in violent behaviour if they were: the target of physical abuse and exposed to interadult violence.  Research efforts have found that females exposed to family violence may be even more likely to manifest behavioural and adjustment problems as they mature. 
· Seeing physical violence was found to be related to long-term behaviour problems, such as aggression, and emotional problems, such as anxiety. 

Victimization surveys
· International patterns of victimization show that Canadians are relatively free from contact with crime compared with people in some other countries. 
· Victimization is not random but rather is a function of personal and ecological factors. 

Acquaintance-related crime: similar to intimate violence, in some crimes there is a prior relationship between the offender and the victim; date rape is such a crime. 

Stranger-related crime: unlike acquaintance-related crime, some crimes do not require or arise from a prior relationship between the offender and the victim; an example is carjacking. 



Social ecology of victimization
· The risk of personal injury increases from east to west across Canada, is higher for males than for females, and is lower for the elderly than the young. 
· Those living in urban areas have higher rates of theft, sexual assault and robbery than do people living in rural areas. 

Victim characteristics
· A number of social and demographic characteristics distinguish victims from non-victims. 
· The most important of these factors include: gender, age, social status, and relationship between victim and offender. 

Gender
· Gender is related to the risk of crime, the fear of crime and a person’s sense of control. 
· Men are more likely to be victims of robbery
· Women are more likely to be victims of sexual assault. 
· When men are victims of crime, the perpetrator is usually a stranger. 
· Women are more likely to be attacked by a relative 
· Because women are more likely to think that crime has increases, and to worry about being victimized, women engage in defensive behaviours, managing their fear of crime by making decisions on where to walk, where to park and whom to see. 

Age
· Youths face a much greater victimization risk than do older persons. 
· Much of the crime is also intra-age (within the same age group). 
· The elderly, who are thought of as being the helpless targets of predatory criminals, are actually much safer than younger people. 

Social status
· The poorest Canadians are more likely to be victims of crime, because they are more likely to live in areas that are crime-prone: inner-city, urban neighborhoods.
· Aboriginals have the highest rate of victimization- they are three times more likely to be victims of violence. 
· Poverty increases the risk of child abuse. 
· The wealthy are more likely to be the targets of household victimization. 

Relationship
· Crimes vary by the relationship between the victim and the offender. 
· A surprising number of violent crimes are committed are either related to or acquainted with their attackers. 
· The overall violent victimization rate was highest for those who are single. 
· Women in relationships are more likely to experience violence than are men.

Repeat victimization
· Certain patterns of behaviour encourage victimization and people who maintain them become “chronic victims” who are constantly the target of predatory crimes. 
· Research shows that prior victimization is a strong predictor of future victimization. 
· Offences that are more likely to be stranger-related, such as robbery, are not as likely to be repeat offences. 
· Three types of characteristics that increase the potential for victimization include:
· Target vulnerability: the victim’s physical weakness or psychological distress renders them incapable of deterring crime and makes them easy targets (e.g. drinking).
· Target gratifiability: the victim’s characteristics increase their risk because they have some quality or possession that an offender wants to obtain (e.g. leather coat).
· Target antagonism: some characteristics increase rick because they arouse anger, jealousy or destructive impulses in the offender (e.g. dressing differently). 
· Factors that predict chronic victimization: combination of personal and social factors. 
· Repeat victimizations are most likely to occur in areas with high crime rates. 
· Repeat victimization is also a function of rational choice and offender decision making (offenders learn the weaknesses of victims, for example, when the abusive husband learns that his wife will not call the police). 
· Crime is an interactional process that involves both victim and offender. 

Victimologist: researchers who study the important role that victims play in the crime process. 

Victim precipitation: the victim’s behaviour or characteristics was the spark that ignited the subsequent offence, such as verbally abusing the offender, or openly displaying wealth. This can be either active or passive.

Active precipitation: the aggressive behaviour of victims provokes a reaction (uses threats or fighting words). 

Passive precipitation: the personal and social characteristics of victims make them “attractive” targets for predatory criminals. 

Aggravating factor: circumstances that make a crime more serious in the eyes of others; in hate crime, for example, racism makes an assault more serious, resulting in a harsher sentence. 

Mitigating factor: circumstances that make a crime more serious in the eyes of others; in hate crime, for example, racism makes an assault more serious, resulting in harsher sentence. 

Factors that produce hate crimes
· Structural: poor or uncertain economic conditions
· Cultural: racial stereotypes in films and on television
· Personal: an individual’s personal experiences with members of a particular minority groups. 
· Hate crime occurs primarily on the basis of race, religion and sexual orientation. 
· Hate/bias crime is slowly being recognized as a widespread and serious problem and as a new category of violent personal crime. 

Lifestyle theories
· Criminologists believe that people may become crime victims because they have a lifestyle that increases their exposure to criminal offenders. 
· Crime is not a random occurrence but rather is, in part, a function of the behaviour and actions of its targets. 
· Crime occurs because victims have a lifestyle that places them in jeopardy. 
· Adolescents and the homeless are at high-risk. 
· Studies show that street prostitutes is the most dangerous form of work in Canada. 

Equivalent group hypothesis: the view that victims and criminals share similar characteristics because they are not actually separate groups and that a criminal lifestyle exposes people to increased levels of victimization risk. 

· For personal victimization, those most likely to be the victims of crime are those who have been most involved in crime. 
· Deviant lifestyle leads to crime victimization in low-crime neighborhoods.

Lifestyle theory: the lifestyle of the victim is a factor in the likelihood of a crime being committed, such as the number of times one goes out per month or the people they hang around with. 

Proximity hypothesis: the view that people become crime victims because they live or work in areas with large criminal populations. 

Deviant place hypothesis: the theory that suggests there are natural areas for crime, which are poor, densely populated, highly transient neighborhoods in which commercial and residential property exist side by side. 

Routine activities theory: the view that crime is a normal function of the routine activities of modern living if there is a suitable target, not protected by capable guardians, in the presence of motivated offenders. 
Predatory crime: a violent, opportunistic crime, not usually familiar-related, such as stealing brand-name clothing from strangers. 

Suitable crime: according to routine activities theory, a target for crime that is relatively valuable, easily transportable and not capably guarded. 

Capable guardians: in routine activities theory, the presence of police, homeowners, neighbors, friends and relatives can have a deterrent effect on crime.

Motivated offenders: the potential offenders in a population who exploit opportunities to commit crime. 

Crime and everyday life
· Crime has grown as society changed from a nation of small villages and towns to one of large urban environments. 
· Schools have also become larger and more complex, providing an ideal site for crime. 
· The strength of social bonds may serve as a buffer, a form of moral guardianship, sufficient to counteract the lure of criminal opportunities. 

Routine activities and lifestyle
· Routine activities theory is similar to the lifestyle approach because it shows how routine living arrangements can affect victim risk: people who live in unguarded areas are going to be at mercy of motivated offenders. 
· There are 4 basic concepts to this theory: 
· Proximity to criminals
· Time of exposure to criminals
· Target attractiveness
· Guardianship
· Greater risk for victimization: having a low socio-economic status, living in an urban area and being a single-parent. 

Caring for the victim
· A common victim program service involved helping victims and witnesses deal with the criminal justice system.
· Some victim programs engage in public education that helps familiarize the general public with agencies that help crime victims. 
· Other programs help employers understand the plight of employees who have been victims of crime. 

Victim compensation: financial restitution to the victim of crime, usually provided by the state and funded by a surcharge levied in criminal cases. 

Crisis intervention: a form of program provided to victims of crime, many of whom are feeling isolated, vulnerable and in need of immediate services such as counseling. 
Victim-offender reconciliation programs
· In reconciliation programs, mediators facilitate face-to-face encounters between victims and their attackers in an attempt to create restitution agreements and possibly reconciliation between two parties. 

Victims’ rights
· Victims should be treated with courtesy and receive redress for the crime committed against them.
· Victims should receive information about their role in criminal justice proceedings and be asked what assistance they need.
· Criminal justice system personnel should be made sensitive to the needs of victims. 

Target hardening: making one’s home and business crime-proof through locks, bars, alarms and other devices; this approach is based in routine activities theory, and is based on an analysis of potential risk factors. 

Displacement: heavy law enforcement in one area might drive crime to another, less well-enforced area, making it ineffective overall as a policing strategy. 

Chapter 5: Choice theory

Choice theory: delinquent behaviour is a rational choice made by a motivated offender who perceives that the chances of gain outweigh any perceived punishment or loss. 

Classical criminology: the theory that 1) people have free will to choose criminal or conventional behaviours; 2) people choose to commit crime for reasons of greed or personal need; and 3) crime can be controlled only by the fear of criminal sanctions. 

Utilitarianism: a view that believes punishment of crime should be balanced and fair, and that even criminal behaviour must be seen as purposeful and reasonable. 

Punishment has four main objectives:
· To prevent all criminal offences
· To convince the offender to commit a less serious crime when it cannot prevent a crime
· To ensure that a criminal uses no more force than is necessary
· To prevent crime as cheaply as possible

Crime displacement: an effect of crime prevention efforts in which efforts to control crime in one, area shift illegal activities to another. 

Crime is both offence and offender-specific

Offence-specific crime: offenders react selectively to characteristics of particular offences, assessing opportunity and guardianship; relevant to routine activities theory. For example, the decision of whether to commit a burglary, might involve evaluating the target’s likely cash yield, the availability of a gateway car, and the probability of capture by police. 

Offender-specific crime: refers to the fact that offenders do not usually engage in random acts of antisocial behaviour, but evaluate their skill at accomplishing the crime. 

· Crime is an event, whereas criminality is a personal trait. 
· A number of personal factors condition people to choose criminality, such as the perception of economic opportunity: Offenders are more likely to desist from crime if they believe that 1) their future criminal earnings will be relatively low and 2) attractive and legal income-generating opportunities are available. 
· Fluctuations in the perceptions of risk over a person’s lifetime also influence choices.  Experienced criminals may desist when they believe that the risks are greater than the profit. 

Personality and lifestyle also help structure criminal choices.  People who choose crime over conformity share similar personal traits: 1. They feel as if they can do what they want to and perceive a lack of social constraints; 2. They have less self-control than other people and seem unaffected by fear or punishment; and 3. They are typically under stress or facing some serious problem or condition that forces them to choose risky behaviour. 

The decision to commit crime is structured by the choice of: location, target characteristics and the techniques available for its completion. 

Personality, age, status, risk and opportunity influence the decision to become a criminal; place, target, and techniques help to structure crime. 

Rational choice theory: the view that crime is a function of a decision-making process in which the potential offender weighs the potential costs and benefits of an illegal act. 

Routine activities theory: crime seen as a “normal” function of routine activities of modern living; offences occur if there is a suitable target not protected by capable guardians. 

Macro perspective: a large-scale view of a situation or event that takes into account social and economic reasons to explain the phenomenon; relevant to Marxism and functionalism. 

Micro perspective: a small-scale view of events, looking at interaction to explain how and why things happen; relevant to interactionist studies of deviance and development. 

Criminal choice is influenced by the perception of target vulnerability

Capable guardians: in routine activities theory, the presence of police, homeowners, neighbors ad others can have a deterrent effect on crime. 

Motivated criminals: the potential offenders in a population.  According to rational choice theory, crime rates will vary according to the number of motivated offenders. 

Basic approaches to crime prevention
· Primary prevention: actions taken to reduce the occurrence of criminal acts
· Secondary prevention: detecting early signs of high-risk individuals or situations before a criminal takes place
· Tertiary prevention: intervention programs for youth or adult offenders to prevent further offences. 

· Teenage boys have the highest crime rates because they are the group most likely to engage in unsupervised socialization. 
· Opportunity combined with lake of guardianship increases criminal motivation. 

Street crimes
· They are not random acts but are the product of careful risk assessment, including environmental, social and structural factors. 

Drug use
· Research shows that drug use is controlled by rational decision-making. 
· Their entry into substance abuse is facilitated if friends and family members encourage drug use and abuse substances themselves. 

Instrumental crimes: those unable to obtain desired goods through conventional means may resort to theft and other illegal activities, such as the sale of narcotics, to obtain them. 

Violent crimes
· Violent criminals are selective in their choice of suitable targets, for example: robbers choose victims who are vulnerable and do not pose any threat.
· Recent studies have found that even the most violent interactions are motivated by rational thought and not unthinking rage. 
· Although violent acts appear to be irrational they do involve calculation of risk and reward. 
· People commit crimes when they view the outcome as beneficial. 

Seductions of crime: according to Katz, the visceral and emotional appeal that the situation of crime has for those who engage in illegal acts. People are more likely to be seduced by crime if they fear neither the risk of apprehension nor its social consequences. 

Eliminating crime
· If crime is rational, then it can be controlled by convincing both current and potential offenders that the choice of crime is a poor one and that it will bring not rewards but instead pain, hardship and deprivation. 

Crime control strategies based on rational choice

Situational crime prevention
· Aimed at denying access to motivated offenders to suitable targets (home security systems).

General deterrence strategies
· Aimed at making potential criminals fear the consequences of crime (operationalization involves mandatory sentences and aggressive policing).

Specific deterrence strategy
· Refers to punishing known criminals so that they will not repeat their offences (operationalization of this strategy are harsh prison sentences and stiff fines). 

Incapacitation strategies
· To reduce crime by incarcerating motivated offenders (operationalizations are long prison sentences, placing more people behind bars). 

· Situational crime prevention: a method that stresses tactics and strategies to eliminate or reduce particular crimes in narrow settings, such as reducing burglaries in a housing project by increasing lighting and installing security alarms. 

· Since criminal activity is offence-specific, crime prevention and crime reduction should be achieved through policies that convince potential criminals to desist from criminal activities, delay their actions or avoid a particular target. 

· Criminal acts will be avoided if 1. Potential targets are carefully guarded, 2. The means to commit crime are controlled and 3. Potential offenders are carefully monitored. 

· Defensible space: the principle that crime prevention can be achieved through modifying the physical environment to reduce the opportunity individuals have to commit crime. 

· Crime prevention tactics in use today fall into four categories:
·  Increasing the effort needed to commit the crime
· Increasing the risks of committing the crime
· Reducing the rewards for committing the crime
· Inducing guilt or shame for committing the crime. 

Target reduction strategies: a method to reduce crime through locks, bars, alarms and other devices; based in routine activities theory on an analysis of potential risk factors. 

The success of situational crime prevention may also rest on the behaviour of people whose actions directly influence the prevention of crime. Crime discouragers can be grouped into three categories: guardians (who monitor targets), handlers (who monitor potential offenders) and managers (who monitor places).

Six kinds of crime displacement:
· Temporal: Offenders perpetrate crimes at times seen as less risky.
· Target: difficult targets are given up in favour of those easier to hit. 
· Spatial: offenders move from high-target areas to less protected areas.
· Tactical: Tactics are changed to get around security measures. 
· Perpetrator: new offenders take the place of those who are apprehended. 
· Type of crime: offenders take up another type of crime if one is too difficult. 

Extinction: the phenomenon in which a crime prevention effort has an immediate impact that dissipates as criminals adjust to new conditions. 

Diffusion of benefits: an effect that occurs when an effort to control one type of crime has the unexpected benefit of reducing the incidence of another. 

Discouragement: an effect when efforts made to eliminate one type of crime also controls others because it reduces the value of criminal activity by limiting access to desirable targets. 

General deterrence: a crime control policy that depends on the fear of criminal penalties, such as long prison sentences for violent crimes aimed at convincing the potential law violator that the pains associated with crime outweigh its benefits. 

Evidence shows that people who believe that they will be punished for future crimes also say that they will not choose to commit those crimes. 

Crackdowns: the concentration of police resources on a particular problem area, such as street-level drug dealing, to eradicate or displace criminal activity. 

Brutalization effect: capital punishment creates an atmosphere of brutality that enhances the level of violence in society, reinforcing the view that violence is an appropriate response to provocation. 

Conflict-related crime or violence: a crime such as murder, an expressive crime involving people who know each other, and who may be under the influence of drugs. 

Perceptual deterrence: the perceived risk of being caught or the threat of severe punishments can deter active criminal offenders. 

Informal sanctions: when parents, peers and neighbors direct disapproval toward an offender it has a greater crime-reducing impact than the fear of formal legal punishments. 

Informal sanction may have a greater crime-reducing impact does than the fear of formal legal punishments.  Those who are fearful of being rejected by family and peers are also reluctant to engage in deviant behaviour. 

CCTV (closed-circuit television)
· Unmonitored cameras are one of the least effective deterrents to robberies in bank and convenience stores. 

Specific deterrence: a crime control policy suggesting that punishment be severe; that individuals can be prevented from committing a crime if cost outweighs benefit. 

Some research has shown that rather than reducing the frequency of crime, punishment increases reoffending.  It is possible that: punishment brings defiance rather than deterrence, or the stigma of apprehension helps lock offenders into a criminal career instead of convincing them to avoid one. 

Stigmatization: an enduring label that taints a person’s identity and changes him or her in the eyes of others. 

Degradation: shaming occurs when the offender is branded as an evil person and cast out of society; ritual exclusion can occur at a school disciplinary hearing or a criminal court trial. 

Reintegrative shaming: a method of correction that encourages offenders to confront their misdeeds, experience shame because of the harm they caused, and then be reincluded in society. 

Selective incapacitation: the policy of creating enhanced prison sentences for the relatively small group of dangerous chronic offenders. 

Just desert: the philosophy of justice that asserts that those who violate the rights of others deserve to be punished, with severity commensurate with the seriousness of the crime. 

Blameworthy: the amount of culpability or guilt a person maintains for participating in a particular criminal offence. 

Theories and their strengths:

Rational choice theory: explains why high-risk youths do not constantly engage in delinquent acts.  Relates theory to delinquency control policy.  It is not limited by class or other social variables. 

Routine activities theory: Can explain fluctuations in crime and delinquency rates.  Shows how victim behaviour influences criminal choice. 

General-deterrence theory: shows the relationship between crime and punishment.  Suggests a real solution to crime. 

Specific deterrence theory: provides a strategy to reduce crime.

Incapacitation: recognizes the role opportunity plays in criminal behaviour.  Provides a solution to chronic offending. 

Chapter 6: Trait theories

Trait theories: this approach looks at the combination of biological or psychological attributes that might explain criminality.  Each offender is considered unique, physically and mentally; consequently, there must be a unique explanation for each person’s behaviour. 

There are two major divisions of trait theory: biological and psychological. 

Biological Trait theory

Somatype: an idea used in a system developed for categorizing people on the basis of their body build, associated with the work of William Sheldon. 
· There are 3 types
· Endomorph: characterized with the preponderance of body fat, love to eat. 
· Mesomorph: characterized by well-developed musculature, energetic (most likely to become criminals). 
· Ectomorph: who had neither much muscle tissue nor body tissue, tend to be quiet. 

· Their work seems to be faulty: they did not use control groups and many of the traits they assumed to be inherited are not genetically determined. 
· Many of the biological features they identified in criminals could have been caused by deprivation in surroundings and diet or from environmental conditions such as poor nutrition. 

Sociobiology: branch of science that views human behaviour as being motivated by inborn biological urges and desires.  The urge to survive and reproduce motivates human behaviour. 
· Sociobiologists view the gene as the ultimate unit that controls all human destiny, with environment and experience having an impact on behaviour. 
· Sociobiologists view biology, environment and learning as mutually interdependent factors. 

Equipotentiality: view that all individuals are equal at birth and are thereafter influenced by their environment.  

Instincts: the mechanism by which routine actions and behaviour are known automatically without learning. 

· Some trait theorists believe that biochemical conditions, both those that are genetically predetermined and those acquired through diet and environment, control and influence antisocial behaviour. 
· Biocriminologists maintain that minimum levels of vitamin and minerals are needed for normal brain function.  The lack of vitamin and minerals results in many physical, mental and behavioural problems, including lower intelligence. 
· Diets high in sugar and carbohydrates are linked to violence and aggression (not enough research on this). 

Hypoglycemia: is a biochemical condition that occurs when glucose in the blood falls below levels necessary for normal brain functioning, in this case a deficiency of sugar, influences antisocial behaviour and criminality. 

Androgens: male sex hormones, linked to criminality. 

Testosterone: an androgen, or male hormone, which controls secondary sex characteristics and can alter behaviour. 

Premenstrual syndrome (PMS): the biogenetic theory that several days prior to and during menstruation females are beset by irritability and poor judgment as a result of hormonal changes and that this puts them at a greater risk for criminality. 

· Debate continues over a link between PMS and aggression. 
· Areas with the highest concentration of lead in the air also reported the highest levels of homicide. 
Neurophysiology: the study of brain activity that looks at neurological and physical abnormalities acquired during the fetal or perinatal stage thought to control behaviour. 

Electroencephalograph (EEG): a device that can record the electronic impulses given off by the brain waves.  Studies find that violent criminals have far higher levels of abnormal EEG recordings than do non-violent offenders. 

Minimal brain dysfunction (MBD): an abnormality in cerebral structure causes maladaptive behaviour; linked to serious antisocial acts, an imbalance in the urge-control mechanisms of the brain and chemical abnormality. 

Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD): a condition in which a child shows a developmentally inappropriate lack of attention, impulsivity and hyperactivity. 
· Research now links ADHD, hyperactivity and below-average written and verbal cognitive ability to the onset of a delinquent career. 

Arousal theory: a view that people with a high arousal level seek powerful stimuli in their environment to maintain an optimal level of arousal; often associated with violence, aggression and sociopathy. 

What seems to be a genetic effect may actually be the result of warm and close sibling interaction. 

r/K theory: an evolutionary theory of crime that holds that K-oriented people are more cooperative and sensitive to others; r-oriented people are more cunning and deceptive. 

The biosocial view is that behaviour is a product of interacting biological and environmental events. 

Psychological trait theories

· Focuses on the mental aspects of crime, including: the association among intelligence, personality, learning and criminal behaviour. 

Social learning theory: behaviour is modeled on observation of social interactions, direct observation those who are close or indirectly through the media.  Interactions that are rewarded are copied, while those that are punished are avoided. 

Psychodynamic (psychoanalytic) theory: Branch of psychology holding that the human personality is controlled by unconscious mental processes developed early in childhood. 

Repression: a process identified in psychodynamic theory that the unconscious mind contains feelings about sex and hostility, which people keep below the surface of consciousness. 

Neurosis: a syndrome in psychodynamic theory where people suffer where they experience feelings of mental anguish and are afraid they are losing control of their personalities.

Psychosis: people who have lost total control and are dominated by their primitive id are referred to as psychotics, and their behaviour may be marked by bizarre episodes, hallucinations and inappropriate responses to situations. 

Schizophrenia: a psychosis marked by bizarre behaviour, hallucinations, loss of thought control and inappropriate emotional responses; types include catatonic (impairment of motor activity), paranoid (delusions of persecution) and hebephrenic (immature behaviour and giddiness). 

Inferiority complex: a term used to describe people who compensate for feelings of inferiority with a drive for superiority; controlling others may help reduce personal inadequacies. 

Identity crisis: a psychological state, identified by Erikson, in which youths face inner turmoil and uncertainty about life roles. 

Latent delinquency: the idea that there must be a mental predisposition that prepares youths psychologically for antisocial acts.

Behaviour theory: the approach that holds the view that human actions are developed through a variety of learning experiences over the course of a lifetime. 

Behaviour modeling: in modern society, aggressive acts are usually modeled after three principal sources: family members, environmental experiences and the mass media. 

Cognitive school (perspective): a theory that studies the perception of reality and the mental processes required to understand the world we live in. 

Media violence contributes to aggression-it does not cause it. 

Mental illness and crime
· People with mental illness may be more likely to withdraw or harm themselves than to act aggressively toward others. 

Personality: an idea used to explain how psychological conflict or underdevelopment might result in neurotic or psychotic behaviour patterns. 

Psychopathy: a mental disorder, especially when manifested as antisocial behaviour. The term is used interchangeably with sociopathy and antisocial personality disorder. They have a low level of guilt and anxiety and persistently violate the rights of others. 

Sociopathy: a mental disorder characterized by lack of warmth and affection, inappropriate responses and an inability to learn from experience.  The term is used interchangeably with psychopathy and antisocial personality disorder. 

Antisocial personality: synonymous with psychopath, the antisocial personality is characterized by a lack of normal responses to life situations, the inability to learn from punishment and violent reactions to non-threatening events. 

· There is a link between antisocial personality and chronic offending. 

Chapter 7: social structure 

· In modern criminology, the motivation for crime is not seen to result simply from the flaws, failures or free choices of individuals.  Rather, a complete explanation of crime must consider the socio-cultural environments in which people are located. 
· Crime is itself an interaction and therefore should not be studied without considering the interactions of all participants in a criminal act: the law violator, the victim, the law enforcers, the lawmakers and the social institutions. 

Natural areas: social forces operating in urban areas result in populations in some zones or neighborhoods sharing similar characteristics; some become natural areas for crime. 

Chicago school: in the early 20th century Robert Ezra Park, Ernest W. Burgess, Louis Wirth and their colleagues in sociology at the University of Chicago pioneered research on the social ecology of the city and the study of urban crime. 

Inequality
· Lower-class slum areas are scenes of inadequate housing and health care, disrupted family lives, underemployment, depression and despair. Some people are driven to desperate measures to cope with their economic plight. 
· The disadvantages of lower-class citizens are particularly acute for racial minorities. 

Culture of poverty: the lower class forms a separate culture with its own values and norms that are in conflict with conventional society; the culture is self-maintaining and ongoing.  This is marked by apathy, cynicism, helplessness and mistrust. 
Underclass: Gunnar Myrdal described a world cut off from society, its members lacking the education and skills needed to survive, becoming a breeding ground for criminality. 

· When individual offenders are the unit of analysis, we see that unemployed individuals are more likely to commit crime. 

Social structure theory: an approach that looks at the effects of class stratification in society. These theories suggest that forces operating in deteriorated lower-class areas push many of their residents into criminal behaviour patterns.  Because crime rates are higher in lower-class urban centers than in middle-class suburbs, social forces must be operating in urban areas that influence or control behaviour. 

· There are three branches within the social structure perspective: social disorganization theory, strain theory and cultural deviance theory. 

Social disorganization theory: an approach that looks at how neighborhoods or areas are marked by culture conflict, lack of cohesiveness, transient population, insufficient social organizations and anomie. 

Strain theory: an approach that looks at the conflict caused when people cannot achieve their desires and goals through legitimate means and are denied access to adequate educational opportunities and social support. 

Cultural deviance theory: criminal behaviour is in conformity to lower-class subcultural values that develop in disorganized neighborhoods due to strain, values in conflict with conventional social norms. 

Transitional neighborhood: an area undergoing a shift in population and structure, usually from middle-class residential to lower-class mixed use. 
· In traditional slum areas, successive changes in the composition of the population, the disintegration of traditional cultures, the divergent cultural standards and the gradual industrialization of the area resulted in dissolution of neighborhood culture and organization. 

Cultural transmission: conduct norms are passed down from one generation to the next, becoming stable and predictable within the boundaries of a culture. 

Value conflict: deviant values of teenage law-violating groups, an element of youthful misbehaviour, conflict with middle-class norms which demand obedience to the law. 

Shaw and Mckay:
· Social disorganization concepts originally articulated by Shaw and Mckay have remained prominent in criminology. 
· The most important is that crime is a result of the destructive ecological conditions in urban slums. 
· Another important feature of this theory is that it depicted criminality as a normal response to adverse social conditions. 

Social ecologists: a modern variant of disorganization theory that looks at community-level indicators of social disorganization, including disorder, poverty, alienation, disassociation and fear of crime. 

Community deterioration
· Neighborhoods with deserted houses and apartments experience high crime rates, as abandoned buildings serve as a magnet for crime. 
· People living in poverty and of single-parent homes are strongly related to neighborhood crime rates. 
· Gangs flourish in deteriorated neighborhoods, adding to the crime rate. 

Employment opportunities
· The relationship between unemployment and crime is unsettled: crime rates sometimes rise during periods of economic prosperity and fall during periods of economic decline. 
· Neighborhoods with few employment opportunities are the most vulnerable to predatory crime. 
· Limited employment opportunities also reduce the stabilizing influence of parents and other adults. 

Community fear
· Disorganized neighborhoods suffer social and physical incivilities: trash, graffiti, strangers, drunks, dirt etc. 
· The presence of such incivilities helps convince residents of disorganized areas that their neighborhood is dangerous and that they face a considerable chance of becoming crime victims. 
· Perceptions of crime and victimization produce neighborhood fear. 
· Fear becomes most pronounced in areas undergoing rapid and unexpected racial and age-composition changes. 
· Fear can become contagious. 
· Fear helps produce more crime, as people decrease their level of ownership and stay off the street, increasing the chances of victimization, producing even more fear, in a never-ending cycle.

Social injustice: in communities where the poor and wealthy live in close proximity and people can see how poorly off they are, the consequent perception of injustice leads to a state of disorganization and anger. 

Siege mentality: a consequence and symptom of community disorganization, where fear causes the belief that the outside world is an enemy out to destroy the neighborhood. 
· Areas undergoing change experience an increase in their crime rates. 
· Research shows that changing lifestyles in urban neighborhoods, including declining economic status, increasing population and racial shifts are associated with increased neighborhood crime rates.

Concentration effect: when middle-class families flee inner-city poverty areas, taking with them institutional resources and support, the most disadvantaged are consolidated in urban ghettos.

Income inequality: differences in personal income create structural inequalities in society, that might be at the root of crime. 

Weak social controls
· When community social control efforts are blunted, crime rates increase, further weakening neighborhood cohesiveness in a never-ending cycle. 
· Primary level: peers and family members
· Secondary level: businesses, schools, churches and organizations. 
· As neighborhood disadvantage increases, its level of informal social control decreases. 

Collective Efficacy
· Communities that are cohesive and maintain high levels of social control develop collective efficacy (such as mutual trust). 
· Cohesion among neighborhood residents combined with shared expectations for informal social control of public space promotes collective efficacy. 
· Communities with high collective efficacy experience low violence rates and low levels of physical and social disorder (the opposite is true for communities with low collective efficacy). 

3 forms of collective efficacy:

Informal social control:
· This form of social control works on the primary level and involves peers, families and relatives exerting informal control through positive and negative reinforcement. 
· In some neighborhoods, neighbors practice informal social control through surveillance practices. 

Institutional social control: 
· Social institutions, such as schools and churches, cannot work effectively in a climate of alienation and mistrust. 
· Communities that have collective efficacy attempt to use their local institutions to control crime. 
· Sources of institutional social control include: businesses, stores, schools, churches and social and volunteer organizations. 

Public social control:
· The police presence is typically greatest when community organization and local leaders have sufficient political clout to get funding for additional law enforcement personnel and offenders relocate to other areas. 
· In more disorganized areas, the absence of political power limits access to external funding and protection. 
· These communities cannot mount an effective social control effort because, as neighborhood disadvantage increases, the level of informal social control decreases. 

· Areas that place a greater stress on caring for fellow citizens seem less crime-prone. 
· Research has found that social altruism, defined as contributing to charity is inversely related to crime rates. 
· These findings can be interpreted in 2 ways: crime rates are lower in altruistic areas and well-funded charities help lower crime rates by providing a secure safety net for “at-risk” families.
· Research shows that social disorganization produces criminality and that the quality of community life, including change, fear, incivility, poverty and deterioration, has a direct influence on an area’s crime rate. 

At-risk: Oscar Lewis argued that the lifestyle of slum areas produces a “culture of poverty” passed from one generation to the next, marked by apathy, cynicism, helplessness and mistrust of social institutions, making each generation more prone to criminality. 

Strain theory
· Criminologists who view crime as a result of lower-class frustration and anger are called strain theorists. 
· They believe that the ability to achieve personal goals is stratified by socio-economic class. 
· In socially disorganized areas, strain occurs because legitimate avenues for success are less open. 

Anomie theory
· The roots of strain theory can be traced to Emile Durkheim’s notion of anomie (without means). 
· Anomie occurs when norms of behaviour are broken down during periods of rapid social change. 
· Anomie is most likely to occur in societies that are moving from a pre-industrial model held together by traditions, shared values and unquestioned beliefs. 
· If a division occurs between what the population expects and what society can realistically deliver, frustration and normlessness occurs. 


Social adaptation
· Some people have inadequate means of attaining success and others who do have the means reject societal goals as being unsuited to them. 
· Five social goals and the means of getting them:

Conformity
· Occurs when individuals both embrace conventional social goals and have the means at their disposal to attain them. 
· If a majority of its people did not practice conformity, the society would cease to exist. 

Innovation
· Occurs when an individual accepts the goals of society but is incapable of attaining them through conventional means. 
· Many people desire material goods and luxuries but lack the financial ability to attain them. 
· The resulting conflict forces them to adopt innovative solutions to their dilemma: they steal, sell drugs or extort money.  
· This is most closely related to criminal behaviour. 

Ritualism
· Occurs when social goals are lowered in importance. 
· Ritualists gain pleasure from the practice of traditional ceremonies that have neither a real purpose nor a goal. 
· Ritualists (clubs, religious orders, fraternities etc.) have the lowest level of criminal behaviour because they have abandoned the success goal that is the root of criminal activity. 

Retreatists
· Reject both the goals and the means of society. 
· People who adjust in this fashion are in the society but not of it (outcasts, tramps, drug addicts etc.).
· Such people attempt to escape their lack of success by withdrawing, either mentally or physically, which is itself deviant. 

Rebellion
· Involves substituting an alternative set of goals and means for conventional ones. 
· Rebellion may be a reaction against a corrupt government or an effort to create alternative opportunities and lifestyles. 

Institutional anomie theory
· At a macro level, antisocial behaviour is seen as a function of cultural and institutional influences in society. 
· As a goal, the North American dream involves the accumulation of material goods and wealth.  As a process, it involves both socialization to the pursuit of material success and the belief that prosperity is an achievable goal. 
· Anomic conditions occur because the desire to succeed at any cost drives people apart, weakens the collective sense of community and fosters ambition.
· High crime rates in Western society can be explained at the cultural level because the desire for material goods cannot always be achieved by legitimate means.  
· There are three reasons that social institutions have been undermined:
1. Performance in non-economic institutional settings (family, school or community) is assigned a lower priority than the goal of financial success.
2. When conflicts emerge, the schedules, routines and demands of the workplace take priority over those of the home, school or community.
3. Economic terms become part of the common language: people want to get to the “bottom line”; spouses or “partners” who “manage” the household.  Corporate leaders run for public office promising to “run the country like a business”

Decommodification: if citizens are provided with an economic safety net, they may be able to resist the influence of economic deprivation and commit less crime. 

Relative deprivation theory:
· Income inequality increases both perceptions of strain and crime rates because divisions between the rich and poor create an atmosphere of envy and mistrust. 
· Criminal motivation is fuelled by both perceived humiliation and the right to humiliate a victim in return. 

Relative Deprivation: the condition that exists when people of wealth and poverty live in close proximity to one another, affecting crime rates, e.g. lower-class people who feel deprived because of their race or class and who reside in urban areas that also house the affluent eventually develop a sense of injustice and discontent. 

General strain theory: a micro-level, or individual, analysis of the effects of strain and how individuals who feel stress and strain are more likely to commit crimes. 

Multiple sources of stress
· Because it produces these emotions, strain can be considered a predisposing factor for crime when it is chronic and repetitive and creates a hostile, suspicious and aggressive attitude. 

Negative affective states: the anger, depression, disappointment, fear and other adverse emotions that derive from strain. 

Sources of strain include:
· Strain caused by the failure to achieve positively valued goals. 
· Strain caused by the disjunction of expectations and achievements 
· Strain as the removal of positively valued stimuli from the individual 
· Strain as the presentation of negative stimuli. 

Conduct norms
· A conflict of norms exists when divergent rules of conduct govern the specific life situation in which a person may find himself/herself.

Culture conflict: a condition brought about when the rules and norms of an individual’s subcultural affiliation conflict with role demands of conventional society. 

Conduct norms: behaviours expected of social group members, which might conflict with those of the general culture; as a result, group members may be outcast as criminals. 

Focal concerns: the value orientations of lower-class cultures; features include the needs for excitement, trouble, smartness, fate and personal autonomy. 

Subculture: a group that is loosely part of the dominant culture but maintains a unique set of values, beliefs and traditions resistant and oppositional to dominant society. 

Differential opportunity: those who see themselves as failures within conventional society feel there is little hope for advancement by legitimate means and may join with like-minded peers to form a gang, providing the opportunities and socialization for committing crime. 

Status frustration: in subcultural theory, social conditions and culture conflict make lower-class youths incapable of achieving success legitimately, resulting in many joining in gangs and engaging in behaviour that is non-utilitarian, malicious and negativistic. 

Reaction formation: rejecting goals and standards that seem impossible to achieve, as in when a boy cannot get into college, he considers it a waste of time.  This reaction takes the form of irrational and unaccountable hostility, causing these youth to overreact to any perceived threat or slight, making them more willing to take risks and violate the law. 

Theory of differential opportunity

Differential opportunity: in which people share the same success goals; however, those in the lower class have limited means of achieving those goals. 

Due to differential opportunity, kids are likely to join one of three types of gangs:
1. Criminal gangs: youths are recruited into established criminal gangs that provide training in criminal knowledge and skills.
2. Conflict gangs: crime is individualistic, unorganized and petty-violence is a means of gaining status.
3. Retreatist gangs: these people are double failures-unable to gain success though legitimate means and unwilling to do so through illegal ones.

Social structure theory and social policy
· Social structure theory has had a significant influence on social policy. 
· If the cause of criminality is viewed as a separation between the lower-class individuals and conventional goals, norms and rules, it seems logical that alternatives to criminal behaviour can be provided by giving those who are deprived opportunities a chance to share in the rewards of conventional society. 
· One approach is to give poor people direct financial aid through welfare and to give aid to dependent children. 

Chapter 8: Social Process theories

Social process theories: approaches that look at the operation of formal and informal social institutions, such as socialization within family, peer groups, schools and legal system. 

Socialization: the process of human development and enculturation, with primary socialization taking place in the family and secondary socialization in institutions. 

· If these relationships and supportive, people will be able to succeed within the rules of society. 
· If these relationships are dysfunctional and destructive, conventional success is more difficult.
· Social process theories share one basic concept: all people, regardless of race, class or gender, have the potential to become delinquent or law-abiding citizens. 
· Social process theorists focus attention on the socialization of youths to identify supportive developmental factors that can lead to a successful life. 
· However, if these developmental factors are dysfunctional, they can result in antisocial behaviours. 
· Research shows that even in the most deteriorated areas, it is the quality of interpersonal interactions with parents, peers and schools that controls criminality. 

Family
· Family plays a major role in determining whether a child will grow up to be involved in criminal activities. 
· The relationship between family structure and crime is critical when the high rates of divorce and single parenthood are considered. 
· A parent’s personal behaviour and personality characteristics have a greater impact on their children’s behaviour than does their status (married, divorced or never married). 
· Children growing up in homes which parents have a mental impairment are at risk for delinquency. 
· There is also a link between child abuse, neglect, sexual abuse and crime. 

School
· Adolescent achievement in school has also been linked to criminality. 
· Studies show that children who do poorly in school, lack motivation and feel alienated are the most likely to engage in criminal acts. 
Stigmatize: to create an enduring label that taints a person’s identity and changes him or her in the eyes of others. 

Peer relations
· The peer group has a powerful psychological effect on human conduct, influencing decision-making and behaviour choices and this effect has been observed in many cultures. 
· Soon, friends begin to have a greater influence over decision-making than do parents. 
· By their early teens, children report that their friends give them emotional support. 
· Children rejected by their peers are more likely to display aggressive behaviour and disrupt group activities. 
· Much adolescent criminal activity begins as a group process. 

Institutional involvement and belief
· People with strong moral values and beliefs eschew crime and other antisocial behaviour. 
· This is a traditional form of social control and secondary institutional socialization. 

Branches of social process theory

Social learning theory: the view that human behaviour is modeled through observation of human interactions, either directly from observing those who are close and intimate, or indirectly through the media.  Rewarded interactions are copied; those that are punished are avoided. 

Control theory: an approach that looks at the ability society and its institutions to control, manage, restrain or direct human behaviour; sometimes called social control theory. 

Labeling theory: the view that society creates deviance through a system of social control agencies that designate individual behaviour as deviant.  The stigmatized individual feels unwanted, believes that the deviant label is accurate and assumes it as an identity. 

· Social learning theory assumes that people are born “good” and learn to do “bad”
· Control theory assumes that people are born “bad” and must be controlled in order to be “good”
· Labeling theory assumes that whether “good” or “bad”, people are controlled by the reactions of others. 

Social learning theory
· Social learning theorists say crime is a product of learning norms, values and behaviours associate with criminal activity. 
· 3 most prominent forms of social learning theory: differential association theory, differential reinforcement theory and neutralization theory. 
Differential association theory
Definition: the principle that criminal acts are related to a person’s exposure to an excess amount of antisocial attitudes and values. 
· Criminality neither stems from individual traits nor socio-economic position. 
· A primary idea of this theory is that the acquisition of behaviour is a social learning process and criminal skills and motives are learned as a result of contacts with pro-crime values. 
· Learning deviance occurs within intimate personal groups (such as family, friends and peers).
· Learning deviance includes learning the techniques for committing crime and learning motives. 
· Differential associations vary in frequency, duration, priority and intensity. 
· Learning definitions favourable to criminality produces illegal behaviour. 
· Criminal behaviour is learned in a process similar to learning any other human behaviour. 

Deferential reinforcement theory
Definition: in social learning theory, crime is a type of learned behaviour, combining differential association with elements of psychological learning. 
· Various learning processes shape behaviour. 
· Direct conditioning occurs when behaviour is either rewarded or punished during interaction with others. 
· Differential association involves learning from direct or indirect interaction with others. 
· Imitation occurs from observational learning experiences
· Cognitive definitions-which are attitudes that are favourable or unfavourable toward a behaviour and can either stimulate or extinguish that behaviour. 
· The more individuals learn to justify their behaviour, the more likely they are to engage in it. 
· The principle influence on behaviour comes from groups that control individuals’ reinforcement and punishment, such as peer and friendship groups. 

Neutralization theory
Definition: an approach holds that offenders adhere to conventional values while drifting into periods of illegal behaviour by neutralizing legal and moral values. 
· Subterranean values: in neutralization theory, morally tinged influences become entrenched in the culture but are publicly condemned by conventional members of society. 

· Drift: the view that youths move in and out of delinquency and that their lifestyles can embrace both conventional and deviant values.

· Technique of neutralization: strategies used by deviants to neutralize moral constraints so that they may drift into criminal acts; a cognitive dissonance strategy. 
· Even the most committed criminals and delinquents are not involved in criminality all the time. 

Techniques of neutralization:
· Denial of responsibility
· Denial of injury
· Denial of victim
· The claim that everybody else is doing it
· Claim of entitlement 

Social control theories
· Social control theories maintain that all people have the potential to violate the law and that modern society presents many opportunities for illegal activity. 

Commitment to conformity: a positive orientation to the rules of society, where the individual internalizes those rules. 

Self-Concept and Crime
· Empirical research indicates that an important association exists between self-image and delinquency. 

Self-rejection: the consequence of successfully being labeled, where the negative stigma is internalized. 

Containment theory
Containments: internal and external factors that insulate youths from delinquency promoting situations, such as strong self-concept and positive support from parents and teachers.
Some crime-producing forces that a strong self-image counteracts:
· Internal pushes: personal factors, such as discontent, hostility, rebellion etc. 
· External pressures: adverse living conditions that influence deviant behaviour, such as poverty, unemployment, minority status etc.
· External pulls: represented by deviant companions.

Elements of the Social Bond
· Social bond a person maintains with society is divided into four main elements: attachment, commitment, involvement and belief. 
· Attachment refers to a person’s sensitivity to and interest in others. 
· Parents, peers and schools are the important social institutions with which a person should maintain ties. 
· Attachment to parents and family is primary, leading later to feelings of respect for secondary others and for those in authority. 
· Lack of commitment to conventional values may lead to seeing risk-taking behaviour as reasonable. 

Labeling theory
· This theory explains criminal career formation in terms of destructive social interactions and encounters. 

Symbolic interaction theory: the study of how people communicate meaning and interpret reality, based on the interpretation of symbols.
· These symbols include: gestures, signs, words or images. 

Social deviant: a person who has been labeled an outsider at home, at work, at school and other social situations. 

· Labeling also means that a person will have an increasing commitment to a deviant career and turn to others similarly stigmatized for support and companionship. 
· Stigmatization does not reduce deviant behaviour, for which they were designed, they actually help maintain and amplify criminal behaviour. 

Crime and labeling theory
· Crime and deviance are defined by the social audiences’ reaction to a person’s behaviour and the subsequent effects of that reaction; they are not defined by the moral content of the illegal act itself. 

Moral entrepreneurs: interest groups that attempt to control social life and the legal order in order to promote their own set of moral values. 

Deferential enforcement
· The law is deferentially applied, benefiting those who hold economic and social power and penalizing the powerless. 
· Labeling theorists also argue that the content of the law reflects power relationships in society. 

Social distance: a person can be labeled deviant because of the differences in power between the labeler and the person labeled, differences located in race, class and ethnicity. 

Consequences of labeling
· Criminologists are most concerned with two effects of labeling: the creation of stigma and the effect on self-image. 

Master status: an identity which overrides all others, such as drug dealer is more important than citizen. 

Dramatization of evil: this refers to the process where the reaction to deviance sets up a feedback effect that the individual internalizes. 

Primary and secondary deviance

Primary deviance: deviant acts that go undetected or unsanctioned and thus do not help redefine the self and public image of the offender. 

Secondary deviance: deviant acts that are sanctioned and the deviant label becomes a basis for personal identity. 

Deferential social control theory

Reflective role-taking: youths who view themselves as delinquent are giving an inner-voice to their perceptions how significant others feel about them. 

Reflected appraisal: a youth’s self-evaluation based on his or her perceptions of how others evaluate him or her. 

Who gets labeled?
· Poor and powerless are victimized by the law and justice system and that labels are not equally distributed across class and racial lines. 

Effects of labeling
· Evidence suggests that negative labels have a dramatic influence on the self-image of offenders, leading to self-labeling and deviance amplification. 





Chapter 11: violent crimes


The roots of violence
· Violent crime rate has dropped/remained stable. 
Personal traits 
· Research has found that murderous youths suffer signs of major neurological impairment (such as paranoia, illogical thinking and hallucinations). 
Ineffective families
· Research linking violence to ineffective, abusive or inadequate parenting shows that parents reinforce a child’s coercive behaviour by failing to set adequate limits or use proper and consistent discipline. 
Abused kids
· Brutalization process: the first stage in a violent career during which parents 
· Victims of childhood abuse later engage in violent delinquent behaviour at a rate greater than do unabused children. 

Evolutionary factors/human instinct
· Freud believed human aggression and violence were produced by instinctual drives
· Freud believed that humans have two opposing instinctual drives that control behaviour-Eros and thanatos
· Eros: according to Freud, of the two opposing instinctual drives that interact to control behaviour, Eros is the life instinct, which drives people to self-fulfillment and enjoyment.
· Thanatos: According to Freud, of the two instinctual drives, this is the death instinct, which drives people toward aggression, violence and self-destruction. 

Cultural values
· There’s a subculture of violence, the subculture’s norms are separate form society’s central, dominant value system and violence becomes a way to solve conflicts. 
· Empirical evidence shows that violence is highest in urban areas in which subcultural values support teenage gangs whose members embrace the use of violence. 
· Gang-related killings have increased in recent years.

Regional values
· Crime rate is higher in the West because there is broader range of social inequality.

Substance abuse
· Violence can also be linked to substance abuse, which influences violence in three ways: through the actual effects of drugs, out of the need to obtain drugs and in relation to drug trafficking. 
· Psychopharmacological: the effect of a mood-altering substance such as alcohol, PCP or amphetamines in producing a change in behaviour that can be violent. 

Firearm availability
· Although firearm availability is not in itself a cause of violence, it is certainly a facilitating factor. 
· Restricting the availability of firearms will help reduce the numbers of suicides and homicides. 

Types of crimes
· Instrumental crimes: those unable to obtain desired goods and services through conventional means may resort to theft and other crime, such as the sale of narcotics, to obtain them. 
· Crime-related violence: when the violence is committed during the course of another crime, usually between strangers. 
· Expressive violence: violence that is designed not for profit but to vent anger or frustration; also called conflict-related violence. 
· Conflict-related violence: an expressive crime of passion involving acquaintances, with factors (e.g., drug use) that inhibit rational evaluation of the consequences of an immediate violent act

Sexual assault
· Criminologists consider rape to be a violent, coercive act of aggression, and the term has been changed to “sexual assault”. 
· Sexual assault has a low report rate, and also a lower clearance rate than do crimes of violence in general, partially due to the fact that the rate of sexual assault reported to the police has continued to increase over the years. 
· Population density influences the rape rate-metropolitan areas have a rape rate significantly higher than do rural areas. 
· Rape is a warm weather crime (July/August). 
· Sexual assault is frequently under-reported by victims.
· Gendered violence: the concept that some forms of violence tend to be committed against women, by men, e.g. sexual assault, stalking, domestic violence. 
Types of rapists
· One of the best-known attempts to classify the personality of rapists was made by Groth, a psychological expert-he said every rape encounter contains three elements: anger, power and sexuality. 
· Anger rapes: the rapist uses brutality to hurt the victim. 
· Power rapes: involve an attacker whose goal is sexual conquest using only the amount of force necessary. 
· Sadistic rapes: involve aggression and the victim might be abused, degraded or tortured. 
· From most common to least common-anger, power than sadistic.
Types of rape
· Rapes are divided into 2 categories: stranger rapes and acquaintance rapes. 
· Date rape: a form of sexual assault that occurs between acquaintances; it has the lowest level of reporting. 
· Marital exemption: the practice in some places of prohibiting the prosecution of husbands for the rape of their wives. 
The cause of rape
· Evolutionary/biological factors: 
· Males have intimate relations with as many women as possible 
· Male socialization:
· Some researchers argue that rape is a function of male socialization
· Boys are taught to be aggressive, to separate sexual feelings from love and affection and to think of sexual inexperience as a mark of shame. 
· Social learning
· Men often learn to commit rapes and are influenced by watching violent films. 
· Sexual motivation
· Younger offenders are seeking sexual gratification
Rape and the law
· Women are often reluctant to report this crime because of how rape victims are often treated by police, prosecutors and court personnel. 
· Rape represents a major legal challenge. 
· One issue is consent
· Consent: the lack of which is a legal element in the charge of sexual assault; cannot be extinguished by drunkenness. 
· Efforts for reform have included changing the language of statuses, dropping the conditions of recent complaint and corroboration and develop shield laws
· Shield laws: laws designed to protect rape victims by prohibiting the defense attorney from inquiring about their previous sexual relationships. 
· Corroboration: before 1983 it was required that someone alleging sexual assault have someone corroborate, or back up, their claim; no longer required. 

Murder
· Degrees of murder
· Murder: killing of one person by another; homicide is separated into the categories of first-and second-degree murder, manslaughter and infanticide. 
· Premeditation: in a case of first-degree homicide, the prosecution must prove that the offence as thought out and planned. 
· An unlawful homicide without malice is called manslaughter. 
· Voluntary manslaughter refers to a killing committed in the heat of passion or during a sudden quarrel with sufficient provocation to produce violence; although intent may be present, malice is not. 
· Homicide is relatively rare. 
· Has remained relatively stable/low 
· Murder victims tend to be young males (18 years old)
· Tends to be an interracial crime (against your own race). 
· Most involve a single person and by someone they know. 
Murderous relations
· Separating murders into those involving strangers (robbery/drug deal) and acquaintance homicides (family/friends). 
· Women are more likely to be killed by their mates than are men. 
· Women have a heightened risk of homicide after separation. 
· Infanticide is usually committed by very young women, and the vast majority of accused are single.  Many of these women have a mental illness. 
· The rate of homicide committed by youths rises as youth approach 18 years of age, and half involve more than one offender. 
· The likelihood of stranger-homicide is fairly low. 
· Few murders are random and motiveless. 
· Common sequential patterns of behaviour in the transaction between killer and victim: Victim makes an offensive move, perpetrator retaliates in a verbal or physical manner; and in the ensuing fight, the victim is slain or injured. 
Types of murderers
· Thrill killings: impulsive violence motivated by the killer’s decision to kill a stranger as an act of daring or recklessness.
· Gang killings: when teenage gangs make violence part of their group activity, engaging in warfare over territory or control of the drug trade. 
· Cult killings: when members of religious cults are ordered to kill as part of the cult’s rituals. 
Serial murder
· Robert Pickton was a serial killer (operate over a long period of time).  
· Mass murderer: one who kills a large number of people in a single incident. 
Types of serial murderers
· There is no single distinct type of serial killer
· 4 types:
· Visionary killers: response to an inner vision
· Mission-oriented killers: who want to rid the world of persons considered undesirable (e.g. prostitutes). 
· Hedonistic killers: thrill seeking murderers-get excited/thrilled
· Power/control-oriented killers: who enjoy having complete control over their victims. 
Assault in the home 
· Child abuse: any physical, emotional or sexual trauma to a child; also neglecting to give proper care and attention to a young child. 
· Sexual abuse: a form of violence, usually familiar-related, that can occur in wife abuse, child abuse and elder abuse. 

Robbery
· Robbery: a crime of violence involving the use of force to obtain money or goods. 
· This is a public crime. 

Political violence and terrorism
· Terrorism: includes a wide variety of violent acts that have a political motivation, committed against a state and also by a state. 
· Revolutionary terrorism: use violence as a tool to invoke fear in those in power. 
· Political terrorism: is directed at those who oppose the terrorist’s political ideology or against those whom terrorists define as outsiders. 
· Nationalistic terrorism: promotes the interests of minority ethnic or religious groups that feel they have been persecuted under majority rule. 
· Structural violence: state-sponsored terrorism that involves physical harm caused by the unequal distribution of wealth, such as poverty, disease, malnutrition and high infant mortality. 
· Genocide: an extreme form of state-sponsored terrorism when a government seeks to wipe out a minority group within the jurisdiction it controls. 
· Cyber terrorism: an effort by covert forces to disrupt the intersection between the virtual electronic reality of computers and the physical world. 

Chapter 12: property crimes

· Economic crimes: an act of violation of the criminal law that is designed to bring financial gain to the offender, as opposed to violent crime in which is often conflict-related. 
· Tolerance toward economic criminals may be prompted by the fact that almost everyone has been involved in economic crime. 
· Convicted criminals are often punished lightly (since they are not physically hurting anyone). 
· Fence: a buyer and seller of stolen merchandise
· Street crimes: illegal acts designed to prey on the public theft, damage and violence; usually crime-related, not conflict-related (shop-lifting, auto theft etc.). 
· Flash houses: in the 18th century, skilled thieves and pickpockets congregated in public meeting places, often taverns, that served as headquarters for gangs. 
· Situational inducement: crimes such as occasional property crime occur when there is an opportunity to commit crime; usually short-run influences that increase risk taking. 
· Occasional criminal: unlike the professional criminal, does not derive a significant income from crime; more likely to drift in and out of crime. 

Professional criminals
· Professional criminals: make a significant portion of their income from crime. 
· Although few in number, professional criminals produce the greater losses to society and cause significant social harm. 
· Examples include: burglary, shoplifting, forgery etc. 
· 3 patterns emerge in the career patterns of professional criminals: youths come under the influence of older, experienced criminals who teach them the trade, juvenile gang members continue their illegal activities at a time when most of their peers have “dropped out” and youths sent to prison for minor offences learn the techniques of crime from more experienced thieves. 

Theft
· Larceny: usually known as theft, the taking of property unlawfully is one of the oldest common law crimes. 
· Constructive possession: in the crime of larceny, willingly giving up temporary physical possession of property but retaining legal ownership. 

Shoplifter
· Booster: a professional shoplifter (heel means the same thing). 
· Snitches: amateur pilferers who think of themselves as respectable people. 

Auto theft
· 5 patterns of car theft:
· Joyriding, short-term transportation, long-term transportation, profit and commission of another crime. 
· Carjacking: a car is stolen by forcing the driver out of the car; it has a low likelihood of occurring but a high news value. 

· Confidence games: a form of fraud.
· Fraud: taking the possessions of another through deception or cheating, such as selling a person a desk that is represented as an antique but is known to be a copy. 
· False pretences: illegally obtaining money, goods, or merchandise from another fraud or misrepresentation. 

Identity theft
· Identity theft: when a person uses the Internet to steal someone’s identity and/or impersonate the victim to open a new credit card account or conduct some other financial transaction. 
· Phishing (carding and spoofing): creating false e-mails and/or websites that look legitimate but are designed to gain illegal access to a victim’s personal information. 
· Systematic forgers: fraud artists who make a substantial living by passing bad cheques. 
· Embezzlement: a type of larceny that involves taking the possessions of another that have been placed in possession for safekeeping, e.g., a stock-broker rifling a customer’s account. 
· Break and enter: breaking into a house to commit theft; sometimes called burglary. 
· Arson: the intentional burning of a home, structure, or vehicle for criminal purposes such as profit, revenge, insurance fraud, or crime concealment, or due to psychological issues. 

Chapter 13: crimes of power: white-collar, corporate, and organized crime

· Enterprise crimes: crimes of opportunity for financial gain that involve breaking regulatory rules but not personal victimization. 
· White collar crime: illegal acts that capitalize on a person’s status in the marketplace, e.g., embezzlement, fraud, market manipulation, restraint of trade, bribery and false advertising. 
· Cybercrime: using computer technology for illicit gain, such as fraud, and for moral crimes, such as child pornography, stalking and identity theft. 
· Organized crime: crime committed by a gang, e.g., drug trafficking, gambling, extortion etc. 
· Corporate violence annually kills and injures more people than all street crimes combined. 

White-collar crime
· Examples include: tax evasion, credit card fraud and bankruptcy fraud. 
· Experts place the cost of white-collar crime at hundreds of billions of dollars, far outstripping any other crime. 
· Occupational crime: crime committed by employees for personal gain using the structural advantage provided by their employment. 
· White-collar crimes also involve: property damage, violations of safety standards, environmental pollution and industrial accidents due to negligence. 

International White-collar crime
· 4 types of offences
· Corporate crime: in which legitimate companies commit crime in the course of their usual business, fostered by a strongly competitive environment. 
· Government crime: which includes illegal acts committed by government officials or with their knowledge and support, as well as cover-ups of other person’s crimes.
· Occupational crime: which involves people making extra money by bending or breaking the rules, perhaps because of financial straits or other business-related problems. 
· Organized/Professional crime: which involves people or groups of people whose primary source of income is illegal. 

Components of white-collar crime
· Ad-hoc violations: committed for personal profit, such as welfare fraud or tax cheating. 
· Abuses of trust: committed against an organization, e.g., embezzlement, bribery, or kickbacks. 
· Collateral business crimes: committed to protect business, e.g., concealing environmental crime. 
· Con games: committed to cheat clients, e.g., fraudulent land sales, sales of bogus securities. 

Types of white-collar crime
· Swindling: stealing through deception by individuals who try to bilk people out of their money, e.g., door-to-door sale of faulty merchandise. 
· Chiselling: cheating an organization or its customers. 
· Churning: a white-collar crime in which a stock-broker makes repeated trades to fraudulently increase his or her commissions. 
· Insider trading: illegal buying of stock in a company based on information provided by someone in the company, such as an employee, attorney, or accountant retained by the firm.
· Arbitrage: the practice of buying large blocks of stock in companies that are believed to be the target of corporate buyouts or takeovers. 

Individual exploitation of institutional position
· Exploitation in government: On the local level, scandals can involve liquor license board members, food inspectors, and fire inspectors wanting “consideration”.
· Exploitation in industry: purchasing agents in large companies can demand a kickback for awarding contracts to suppliers and distributors. 

Blue-collar fraud
· Pilferage: theft by employees through stealth or deception. 

Corporate crime
· Corporate crime: a legal violation by a corporate entity, such as price fixing, restraint of trade, or hazardous waste dumping; also efforts to control the marketplace through unlawful bidding, unfair advertising, monopolistic practices, or other illegal means; also called organizational crime. 
· Price fixing: a form of corporate crime, where companies conspire together to artificially inflate the price of goods. 

Environmental crimes
· There are many types of environmental crimes, from endangering the lives of workers by maintaining unsafe conditions in plants and mines, to exposing workers to hazardous materials while on the job. 
· Another type of environmental crime is illegal pollution of the environment. 

High-tech crime
· Computer-related thefts are a new trend in employee theft and embezzlement.
· The widespread use of computers for business transactions has encouraged people to use them for illegal purposes. 

The causes of white-collar crime
· Woman convicted of white-collar crime typically work in lower-echelon positions and their acts are motivated more by economic survival than by greed and power. 
· Corporate culture theory
· Some business organizations promote white-collar criminality.
· Business enterprises cause crime by placing excessive demands on employees while maintaining a business climate tolerant of employee deviance. 
· Self-control view
· The motives that produce white-collar crime are those that produce any other crime: the desire for quick, certain benefit, with minimal effort. 
· General theory is that criminals lack self-control. 
· White-collar criminals are people with low self-control who follow momentary impulses without consideration of long-term costs. 

Controlling white-collar crime
· Unlike lower-class street criminals, white-collar criminals are rarely prosecuted and when convicted, receive relatively light sentences. 
· There are a number of reasons for the leniency afforded white-collar criminals. 
· Some judges believe they are not “real criminals”.
· White-collar criminals are often considered non-dangerous offenders because they are respectable, older citizens who have families to support. 
· Judges and prosecutors may identify with the white-collar criminal based on shared background and world-views. 
· Compliance: a white-collar enforcement strategy that encourages law-abiding behaviour through both the threat of economic sanctions and the promise of rewards for conformity. 
· Deterrence: the act of preventing crime before it occurs by means of the threat of criminal sanctions; the perception that the pain of punishment out-weighs the criminal gain or profit. 


Organized crime
· Ongoing criminal groups whose purpose is gain through crime. 
· The classic victimless crimes-pornography, gambling, prostitution etc. 
· Alien conspiracy theory: the view that organized crime was imported from Europe and that crime cartels restrict their membership to people of their own ethnic background. 
· Organized crime is a loose confederation of ethnic and regional crime groups, bound together by a commonality of economic and political objectives. 

Chapter 14: Public order crimes: legislating morality

· Public order crimes: sometimes called victimless crimes, these acts interfere with public order, such as loitering for the purposes of prostitution. 
· Although such common-law crimes as rape and robbery are considered mala in se, inherently evil and wrong, there are also mala prohibitum crimes, which are behaviours outlawed because they conflict with social policy, moral sensibilities and current public opinion. 

Law and morality
· It is difficult to identify the victim in the case of immoral acts such as prostitution, in which the parties may be willing participants. 
· Is there a victim in victimless crimes?
· Some participants may have been forced into their acts, for example, some women involved in adult films. 
· Acts that we may feel are immoral are not necessarily criminal. 
· Vigilante: someone who takes the law into their own hands, who acts outside the law in the interest of justice. 
· Moral crusades: efforts by interest-groups to stamp out behaviour they find objectionable, typically directed at public order crimes, such as drug-use or pornography. 
· Moral entrepreneurs: interest groups that attempt to control social life and the legal order in order to promote their own personal set of moral values. 

Illegal sexuality
· Paraphilia: abnormal sexual practices that may involve recurrent sexual urges focused on objects, humiliation or children. 
· Prostitution: the buying and selling of sex, itself not illegal in Canada, although there are various prostitution-related offences, such as pimping, brothel-keeping, and communication. 
· Brothel: a house of prostitution, typically run by a madam who sets prices and handles “business” arrangements.
· Madam: the traditional name for a woman who ran a brothel; more common today is the male pimp. 
· Call girls: prostitutes who make dates via phone and then service customers in hotel rooms or apartments; the steady clientele is usually made up of repeat customers. 
· Massage parlours: the more hidden side of prostitution includes seemingly legitimate businesses where men can buy sex under the guise of massage therapy. 
· Many prostitutes have long histories of sexual exploitation and abuse. 
· Pornography: in feminism, this involves the exploitation of women and children for male pleasure; it exists in a variety of forms. 
· Obscenity: sexually explicit material that appeals to the prurient interest of the viewer; e.g., open sexual behaviour, masturbation and genital exhibition is banned in most communities. 
· There is no relationship between pornography and violence. 
· Little evidence that obscenity is a cause of antisocial behaviour. 
· It has been difficult to control Internet pornography

Substance abuse
· There has been an increase, but-it is difficult to know, whether the increase represents an increase in drug activity or an increase in policing. 
· Decriminalization: reducing or eliminating the penalty for a criminal act. 
· Temperance movement: an effort to prohibit the sale of liquor, largely seen as unsuccessful. 
· Designer drugs: chemical substances made and distributed in relatively small batches that induce mood-altering effects. 
· There is a link between drug use and the risk of contracting HIV. 
· The cause of substance abuse
· Although there are many views on the causes of drug use, most can be characterized by whether they view the onset of an addictive career as either an environmental or a personal matter. 
· Subcultural view
· Those who view drug abuse as having an environmental basis concentrate on lower-class addiction.
· Because many drug abusers are poor, the onset of drug use can be tied to devalued identities, low self-esteem and poor socio-economic status. 
· Psychodynamic view
· Yet not all drug abusers reside in lower-class slum areas; the problem of middle-class substance abuse is very real. 
· Some have linked substance abuse to emotional problems that can strike people in any class. 
· For example, drinking alcohol may also be associated with dependence and depression. 
· Genetic factors
· The biological children of alcoholics reared by non-alcoholic adoptive parents more often develop alcohol problems than do biological children of the adoptive parents. 
· Claimsmakers: a concept in media analysis referring people in a position to significantly influence the social construction of crime images, e.g., police, politicians and the press. 

Emerging issues
· Gambling
· Gambling is a good example of decriminalization, in which the law gradually changes to allow a behaviour previously prohibited. 
· It is also a behaviour for which there is widespread public support. 
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