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Different types of knowledge 

· Direct experience - Ie. Putting your hand on the stove, get burned, you learn from that experience 

· Authority – learning through experts (teachers) 

· Higher Power – learn through religion (The 12 Commandments) 

· Theory and science – criminal scientists looking at why people commit crime, stats and observation etc.

What is theory?

· A systematic and general attempt to explain something 

· A statement of how and why specific facts are related to each other 

Theory is…

· A hypothesis 

· An understanding 

· An explanation 

· Simple complex

· Abstract 

· Concrete 

Theory is not…

· The truth 

· The answer

What is theory?

· A particular way of looking at something 

· Express the relationship b/w 2 or more phenomenon and the conditions under which it takes place 

Assumptions in criminological theory

· Level of study 

· Micro or macro?

· Basics of society

· Consensus or conflict?

· Individuals 

· Active

· Individuals have reason, rational and freewill 

· Passive

· People commit crime because something pushes the, or society pushes them 

· Criminological nexus

· Theory, research, and policy 

Kitty Genovese 

· 1964 – after work at the bar, guy jumps on her stabs her repeatedly and nobody came to help her even though 40 people heard her

· Theory – people think that somebody else will help her (diffusive responsibility)

2 systems of reasoning 

· Inductive (grounded theory)

· Observe, analyze, explanation (theory)

· Deductive method 

· Explanation, test, and verify 

The experiment 

· Is variable X the cause of variable Y?

· Independent 

· Dependent 

· Prisons are often violent institutions, but does the prison setting itself play a part in generating violence and disorder?

The correlation 

· Systematically measuring two or more variables and assessing the relationship b/w them 

· How much can one be predicted by the other? 

· Can be positive or negative 

Spurious correlation 

· An apparent but false relationship b/w 2 or more variables that is caused by some other variable 

· A research study found that having a pet in childhood is correlated to reduced likely hood of becoming a juvenile delinquent 

Agree or Disagree?

· How many of you think that those who commit crimes must be bad people?

Crime and deviance (loitering, jay-walking etc.) is relative to 

· Time (death penalty and home sexuality as examples)

· Place (marijuana, legal in Amsterdam, Illegal here)

Knowledge is context bound 

· Reality is socially constructed 

· No ultimate knowledge and all knowledge needs to be understood in the context in which it arises 

· We must ask “what was going on in their world at the time that would make this explanation plausible?

· Must consider 

· Political context

· Socio-economic context 

· Intellectual context 

· Personal context
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Criterion for evaluating quality of theory

· Testability

· Reliability

· Logical soundness

· Tautological reasoning

· Does the theory just go round and round, does it just go in a circle and end up defining itself 

· Time order problem – event that occurs after another event is assumed to have caused the first

· Validity 

· Making sense out of two or more opposing facts 

· Sensitizing ability

· Focus attention on new direction of inquiry

· Scope

· Simplicity 


If a theory can prove two or more facts it is considered a good theory.

The Salem witch trial

· Lady from Bahamas tells story to girls and the girls stared acting weird so people started saying that the lady from Barbados (Tijiba) was considered a witch. But the kids also named 30 others who were condemned as witches and were all executed. 

The Demonic Perspective

· People put the blame on the devil to take responsibility from themselves


· Adam and eve

What is Demonology?

· Institutionalized knowledge relating to supernatural spirits not considered deities

Demonic vs. Secular viewpoint

· What is secularization?

· The process by which sectors of society and culture are removed from the domination of religious institutions and symbols

· View world without religious interpretation

Assumptions of demonology 

· Deviance=sin

· Cause and cure of deviant behavior in the realm of the supernatural

· The world s a battlefield b/w supernatural forces of good and bad

· Deviance has cosmic consequences 

· Harmful to individuals, communities, god and the entire cosmos

Two paths to demonic deviance

· Temptation

· Choice 

· Possession

· Lacking choice, devil has taken him 

How to diagnose the handiwork of the devil

· They would give the person who committed the crime a hot rod and then bandaged up and left for a day. After they would send a priest to check up on him/her and if there were signs of healing they believe god forgave him and intervened. If not then they would be punished and sometimes put to death

Natural means to achieve supernatural ends

· Make sure the innocent party always won

5 types of evidence to convict

· Trial by clever test

· Make them say a prayer and if they mess up or say it backwards they are evil

· Individual testimony

· Somebody points the finger and blames someone

· Physical marks of the devil

· Spectral evidence

· If someone sees a ghost of someone that’s alive that person whose ghost is seen is said to have a pact with the devil 

· Confession of guilt

· They got peoples confessions by torturing them

Witchcraft in context 

· Rapid social change 

· Provide explanation

· Maintain status quo

· Protect position and privileges

· Divert attention

· Blame witches and the church become indispensable

· Convergence of civil and religious authority

· Challenge authorities = charged with heresy

· Scapegoat

· Not powerful or threat = vulnerable to accusations 

Rational for punishment

· Rooted in Christianity

· Biblical law – Lex Talionois

· Penance through physical pain

· Nothing sacred about the body

· Restore order of the word

· Maintain balance

· Eliminate evil spirits through death

· Symbolism of fire

· Deterrence

· General and specific

· General: message to the population

· Specific: to the specific person watching the execution  

· Affirm authority of the church 

· Social control 

· Rid society of undesirables/deviants 

How does Crime Reflect Power?

· Definitions of crime reflects relation of power 

· Explanations of crime reflect the relations of power 

· The organization of punishment reflects relations of power 

· Thus: Deviance and its control is ideological and political it reflects conceptions of power and domination 

Socially constructed problems: Moral Panic

· What is a moral panic?

· Occurs when a condition, episode, person or group of persons is defined as a threat to societal values and interests

· Moral entrepreneurs 

· People who start the panic

· Individual or group that make it there responsibility to make the laws and rules of the society based on their beliefs

· i.e., Mothers against drunk driving

· Moral entrepreneurs target folk devils
Everything Old is New Again

· Instead of witchcraft we see insanity and how psychiatrists are the specialists and not the church. It’s based on science and not religion. Targets are mentally ill and not Heretic’s 
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“The Burning Times”……………………………………………………………………….Movie
Based on this video, make up 2 multiple-choice questions

You must indicate the correct answer

You must include 5 options

You must include the correct answer

Movie Notes
· Celtic goddess Sodus fountain 

· Fountain was said to have healing powers

· Was then given the name of the roman nature goddess after Romans conquered 

· Witch: strong woman, healers, woman who wanted change

· Renaissance: Witch craze 

· We think witches were evil, but they were women of power and knowledge

· When Europeans arrived in south America and Africa the women who have kept there traditions of ritual were persecuted as witches 

· They used some of the medication we use today but were condemned for using them back then

· 85% of the people killed for witchcraft were women 

· Women’s holocaust (inquisition) witch hunts

· Jeanne d’Ark, she was goddess like and she inspired people, she heard voices of catholic saints to tell her what to do to win the French war, she said they had more influence on her then the church does

· Church was threatened by changes so they got more and more defensive

· Witches eased the pain of labor which was given for the sins of eve, that’s one of the reasons they killed them, they also learned how to heal without being taught which is heresy to the church

· Witch Burnings where used to gain power and to gain control of the women 

· It is women who is the cause of sin and she is the temptress according to the testament 

Key questions on movie “The Burning Times”

What groups where vulnerable to witch-hunts?

· Old women, pagans, ritual practitioners, hags, healers, women of power

What arguments were made to the regards to the witch-hunts?

· Catholic tried to regain control of power

What parallels can be drawn between those that where deemed deviant in medieval witch-hunts, and those that are considered deviant today?

· Women with to much money and power, and land, and women that are alone (widows)

The Age of monarchy………………………………………………January 19 2011

The Late Middle Ages
· King Harold ruled England

· Princes held absolute power within own borders 

· Literacy and communication was poor

· Law was localized

· Lord of courts – courts where governed by lords

· 1066 – battle of Hastings 

· William of Normandy AKA William the conqueror (France) became new ruler 

The rise of the monarch 

· Society based on feudalism 

· William awarded the main officers land and developed barren’s and courts

· Church was centralized and uniting power

What is Absolute Monarchy?

· God chose them to be king, they get there power through gods will, and they have absolute power

· They have the means to govern the land through absolute power, nobody can appose the king because he can do whatever he wants

· Originally proposed as a solution to violent occurrences of 16th and 17th century 

· Local autonomy taken 

What is the divine right of kings?

· The ideas surrounding the authority and legitimacy of the monarch 

· Authorized by god to rule

· Inherited authority through god

· Kings answerable only to god

· Sinful for subjects to resist them, was a tool to keep citizens in line

· Attack upon the throne

· Heresy or treason 

The emergence of the king’s court

· Streamlined the procedures and made fairer 

· Barrens local courts diminished in popularity 

· Circuit judges – laws based on local customs replaced 

· Stare decisis (Latin) 

· Based on situations of similar facts 

· Leads to stability and predictability 

· Established common law

The King’s Courts 

· The jury system was introduced 

· Grand assize

· Guy who goes into the community looking for bad guys 

· Petit assize 

· People sitting on the jury

· Wasn’t fair because some grand assize men sat on the jury (Petit Assize)

· England 

· Trial by wager/compurgation

· Beginning of testimony under oath 

· Three different types:

· Exchequer 

· Ministry of finance

· Court of common pleas

· King’s bench 

· Composed of the King’s advisors, was the court devoted to royal cases, things that disturbed the King’s peace

The King’s Justice

· Royal Cases

· Crimes against the king’s peace

· Expanding list of capital crimes

· Massive criminalization of previously non-criminal acts

· Forfeiture of property (the accused and family)

· Additional crimes = $$$$

The king’s Justice

· Demonstration of power

· Spectacle and impress

· Admit guilt and beg for god’s mercy

· Power of king’s mercy 

· Take or grant life, lesson pain

The use of torture 

· Suspected of crime

· Only half proof required

· Inquisition 

· Q’s asked under oath, while enduring physical pain

· Torture – 2 stages 

· Preparatory

· Preliminary 

· England 

· Avoid torture by consenting to trial by jury

· Refuse trial by jury – “pressing”

· Why???

· Die without being convicted – crown cannot confiscate property 

Capital Punishment 

Flogging 

Branding 

Townspeople would participate in the torture 

Banishment 

The age of the monarchy 

· Changes in the administration of justice

· Explanation of deviance 

· Whatever goes against the king’s peace

· Definitions of deviance

· Many more offenses that at first weren’t considered a crime where now going against the king’s peace 

· Response to deviance 

· Capital Punishment 

· Flogging 

· Branding 

· Townspeople would participate in the torture 

· Banishment
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‘BRAVEHEART’…………………………………………………………………………...Movie

· Audience participation 

· They tortured William Wallace to make him show guilt

· They racked him 

· Audience spectacle 

Are criminals Rational 

· Agree or disagree?

· Offenders make (personal) choices about committing crimes based on anticipated rewards 

· Agree: they do it for recognition, revenge, money, adrenaline

· Individuals will decide NOT to commit crimes when the risks are too high or the rewards are not adequate

· They don’t want to lose freedom (jail-time), people will come after you, family looks less of you, etc.

· This makes rational thinking in criminals; do they commit crimes when the benefits outweigh the risk

Life during the 18th century:

Economic/social context

· Shift from feudalism (power in the hands of a few; lords or barren’s) to modern nation state 

· Early form of capitalism 

· Shift from the economy based on agriculture to the industrial revolution (1750-1850)

· Rural populations moving to larger cities 

· Need disciplined workers

· New forms of social control 

· Protestant reformation

Scientific Explanations

· The world operates according to rules

· We are capable of discovering why and how things happen 

· We can use science and reason to discover those rules that govern behavior 

The Enlightenment (1650-1800)

Intellectual Context
· Reason is idealized 

· Doctrine of free will

· Humans are hedonistic 

· Natural rights exist and must be protected by the rule of law 

· Freedom, property (shifting to democracy)

· Man is naturally rational and good

What is the Social Contract?

· An imaginary agreement wherein people freely give up some of their individual autonomy and rights in order to endure their own safety and well being of the entire group

What was the ‘justice system’ like during the Middle Ages?

· Arbitrary – What the king says happens

· Unbalanced – all the power was given to a few

· Retributive and harsh – eye for an eye

· Corrupt and unforgiving – bias and not forgiving at all

· Common people had no say – no democracy 

· Law was inconsistent - Little criteria on what constituted a crime

· They weren’t codified – nobody knew what was a crime because it was never written down

Critique of criminal justice during the 18th century 

· Capital punishment 

· Negative effect 

· Reluctant to convict 

· Deterrent effect 

· Transportation 

· What to do with all the prisoners 

· Jails 

· Industry is very costly 

· Breeding grounds

Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794)

· Formed the academy of fists 

· What was the name and year of his famous essay?

· 1794 – On Crimes and Punishment 

· Critique of Criminal Justice System 

· He believed that people even though they committed crime still have rights

Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832)

· Principle of Utilitarianism 

· Please the majority of the people

· Hedonist – maximize their pleasure and minimize their pain 

· Value of any pleasure could be calculated by:

· Intensity 

· Duration 

· Certainty 

· Immediacy 

· Crime prevention through deterrence

· Deterrence had to be these three things:

· Proportionate – punishment has to be proportionate to the crime committed 

· Swift – had to happen quick, no long delay of punishment

· Certain that you would get caught  

Classical theory 

· Criminals have control over their behavior, they choose to commit crimes and they can be deterred by the threat of punishment 

Social Control and Order

Laws

· While people are essentially free, living together with some laws produces a more happy life 

Substantive criminal law

· Tells us what sorts of behavior ought to be considered criminal 

· Criminal code of Canada

Procedural law

· Establishes limits to the degree that government can use its power to hurt and punish its citizens 

· The Charter of Rights and Freedoms

Crimes Breaking of law and promise to society

· Classification:

· Crimes against the state

· Crimes against citizen or their property 

· Crimes against public tranquility 

Laws 

· According to social contract, offender has agreed that state is authorized to punish 

· Laws must be written, widely available and understandable

· Laws must apply to all equally 

· No ex-post facto legislation 

Punishment 

· Judges determine guilt only 

· Focus only on the actus reus

· Punishment determined by legislator 

· Punishment is to ensure that society continues

· Punishment must be rationally calculated 

The Death Penalty

· Contrary to the social contract 

· No general deterrence 

· Barbaric – Illogical: You can’t kill, so we kill you 

· Favors incarceration 

· Bail

Administration of justice 

· Establish procedural guarantees 

· Avoid torture and secret accusations 

· Right to speedy trial and to present evidence 

· Right to jury trial 

· Improve prison conditions

· Classification of offenders

· Human treatment

Are there any classical ideas and/or premises that are present in the Canadian criminal justice system today?

· Mandatory minimum sentence – first time using a firearm, automatic 1 year in prison 

· Assumption of innocence 

· Abolished the death penalty 

· Rights of a criminal 

· Right to remain silent

· Right to a fair trial 

· Innocent until proven guilty 

· Need to why you are being obtained 

· We are free from cruel and unusual punishment

· Equal punishment for equal crimes
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· Age of the monarchy – fear of punishment: do not read 

Something to think about 

· Are there any classical ideas and/or premises that are present in the Canadian criminal justice system today?

· Charter of rights and freedoms – part 17 is still similar to the classical theory 

· What flaws might there be within the classical perspective?

· They do not look at the mens rea only the action

· Don’t look at the circumstances at all

· Hedonists (weighing pros and cons)

· Prevent crime through deterrence 

· Not everybody knows the punishments to different crimes

Neoclassical theory 

· Certain factors might inhibit the exercise of free will

· Mitigating circumstances as legitimate grounds for diminished responsibility 

· Whether they showed remorse

· Do they have children to take care of

· Mentally challenged

· Previous record  

· Good social standing 

· Good character reference 

· Premeditation and aggravating factors (aggravating is the opposite of mitigating)

· Whether it was organized or not (premeditation)

· Gang activity (aggravating)

· Previous record, have a lengthy record of crimes (aggravating) 

· Use of a weapon (aggravating) 

· If it was against a vulnerable victim  

· Elderly, child, mentally challenged

Classical criminology 

· Definition of crime – it is a violation of the social contract

· Focus of analysis - actus reus, they look at the act

· Cause of crime – individual choice and rationality 

· Nature of the offender – hedonistic (maximize pleasure) 

· Response to crime – deterrence 

· Crime prevention – classification, improved prisons 

Movie 

· Greeks where first to study criminality 

· When rules where broken in Athens, everybody knew

· Death penalty was often imposed 

· Socrates was tried for un-godliness 

· Sentenced him to drink hemlock 

· Exile among Romans was a very serious sentence, he lost identity as a citizen 

· During executions pick-pocketers would wait there and steal 

· Not all witches where burned alive

· The retentum, was to set an example, a deterrent 

· They would kill the witch before she burned 

· The executioner was the only man entitled to kill

· They had a bad reputation, nobody thought high of them 

· Was entitled to keep his victims close

· When a noble was committed of crime he was beheaded 

· A normal person would get burned

· GAL was burned on to the skin, gally-slave 

· Very harsh sentence, living conditions where hard, exposed to weather, wind storms, got sick, death rate was very high 

· 38000 men where sent to the gally’s so they can work 

· Cesare Bacaria – influenced by philosophers of the enlightenment 

· Wrote book on sentences and crimes 

· A person who commits a crime is a violator of the social contract 

· Gets rid of capital punishment

· Wants people released of there freedom, put in prison 

· People would commit crimes in jail because they wanted to die because it was better

· They wanted to avoid contamination 

· Crime was committed because of people learning from other criminals 

· They didn’t want prison to be the school of criminals

· The universal declaration of human rights

· They can not treat prisoners in a terrible way 

· A system of rules and penalty is necessary, or else there would be anarchy 

· We always had a tough time judging the punishment for the offence

· Major cause of criminality: the expansion of the economic system, the circulation of high valuable goods, everyone has an I-pod, a car, a stereo, and they are easy to steal 

· Americans war on drugs, they want to cleanse there country of drug addiction 

· Afro-Americans receive harsher punishments then whites for the same offence

· Is jail-time affective?

· Opinions are divided

· People think even criminologists think that prison is a school for criminals

· In some parts of the world the death penalty is still around 

· In china they used to tie a poster around there necks and keep them outside in public before they kill them 

· Death penalty doesn’t increase deterrence 

After Test 1
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The emergence of prisons 

· Which country has the highest rate of incarceration?

· United-States (699/100000)

· Name 2 countries that have a very low rate of incarceration?

· Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, Japan 

· Why are they less?

· They decriminalized certain things we have (drugs, etc.)

· Lesser sentences

· They have a lot of fines instead of jail time 

· If you have a CEO going 20 kmh over the speed limit he might pay 5000$ because of his income

· Same with a pizza delivery boy if he goes 20 kmh he will pay 50 because it varies with income

· Shaming in Japan, people are very collective and don’t want to have a bad image for them or there family, that’s why its so affective in Japan 

What do you think?

· How many correctional institutions (jails and prisons) are there across Canada?

· 192 jails/prisons

· 76 under federal jurisdictions 

· 114 under provincial jurisdictions

· What province has the highest rate of incarceration?

· PEI

· Lowest?

· New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 

· Very strict on things like DUI, you get jail time 

· The number of women being processed through the criminal justice system is decreasing (false)

· Women in Canada are becoming more violent 

· The ethnic/racial demographics in prison are reflective of society (False)

How much 

· To incarcerate a male prisoner a year

· $94,533

· To incarcerate a female a year 

· 150000 – 250000

Precursors to prison 

· Have prisons as a form of punishment have existed for more than 300 years?

· No, no-one was getting sentenced, prisoners had to pay for everything 

· If they couldn’t afford to pay then they would go to the begging wall 

· Everybody was together there is no classification 

· Dungeons 

· Clerical penance 

· Workhouses (aka Bridewells)

· Debtors prisons 

· County Jails

Context in which prisons emerge 

· Crisis in criminal justice

· Capital punishment 

· Wasn’t working, people think its barbaric, and they would side with the criminal 

· Corporal punishment 

· Transportation/hulks not feasible 

· Jails as private enterprise 

· Discrimination of fines 

· Needed a solution to penalize people evenly (rich or poor)

The emergence of prisons 

· Shift from the punishment of the body to the mind 

· Deprivation of liberty 

· The age of enlightenment 

· Classical theory 

· Industrial revolution 

· John Howard and Elizabeth Fry

· The John Howard Society – A society that focuses on the rights of male prisoners 

· Elizabeth Fry Society – Society that focuses on the rights of criminalized women 

· Wrote a book on prison experience, fees, weight of chains, said jails where breeding grounds; he said don’t get rid of jails but make them better; need to employ honest prison workers (John Howard) 

· Elizabeth was a quaker, she provided them with clothes and reading material, keep women busy in jails, reflection is important and idolness in not good

Why were prisons originally called ‘penitentiaries’?

The moral architecture of the prison 

· The penitenciary was an ideal society… much more than a system of dealing with transgression of the law, it became a projection of the world as it should be

· They should get rehabilitated so they can come back to society 

· Was to be a model for those confined in it as well as for society, removing what was widely perceived to be the underlying causes of crime

· Guards should be also disciplined 

Purpose of prison 

· To punish 

· The treadmill, beat rocks, heavy lifting; food was terrible (half a pound of bread and water), horrible sleeping accommodations 

· To repent 

· Solitary, done with good intentions, they thought it would be beneficial 

· To teach 

· Wanted to create obedient subjects, so that they go back to society and become productive 

· To reform 

· Re-socialize the subject, wanted to change the mind of the offender, mind of a worker 

The Pennsylvania model: 19th century 

· Person would be kept in total isolation only given a bible, they worked, slept, and went to the washroom in there room; used to decrease contamination; high rate of suicide 

The Auburn Model: 19th century 

· Small room of 5/6ft in length super thin, no communication allowed (body or mouth), referred to as silent association, often had to where masks, nothing was allowed laughing you would get whipped

The Lockstep Shuffle

· Everybody is dressed the same and they all move the same way (like a march)

· For discipline, conformity and control, form of re-socialization, given a new identity 

Jeremy Bentham’s the ideal Prison: the Panopticon 

· Circular with a tower in the middle

· Maximizes surveillance, people become self-governing 

First prison built

· Kingston penitentiary 

· June 1, 1835

· 1841, New Brunswick 

· 1844, Nova Scotia 

· Based on the Auburn Model 

· Maintained features of Pennsylvania model 

· Offered trades

· Focused on discipline and hard labor 

· Prisoners paid fees 

Prison as a total institution 

· A place where people are isolated from the rest of society for a set period of time and come under the control of officials who run the institution 

· Mental health inst.

· Concentration camps 

· Drug rehab inst. 

· Military, boarding school

· Purpose to have prisons as total inst.: 

· Control over actions of people

· Try to change behavior 

· Preparing people 

· Form of resocialization 

Treatment model of corrections: Post WWII

· Crime is the result of factors outside the control of the individual 

· The medical model 

· Reliance on experts 

· Justifies repressive strategies 

· Now more and more psychologists and people who help are being used more and more in prisons

· Psychologists and psychiatrists are the key to treatment in prisons 

Correctional change occurs when:

· The severity of punishment is modified 

· Explanations of criminal behavior change 

· New structural arrangements for created for sanctioning offenders

· The number of offenders involved in the correctional process changes 

The Green Code

· Brother and sister hood among the people who work in the institution 

The Warden in the Movie

· Like a Disney Villain

· He loves watching his prisoner’s discomfort 

· Seam’s like he has had something with his past (bullied) and now is taking revenge

· His prisons are brutal and he should be accountable for his crimes against humanity 

What is Criminology?

· It is the scientific study of the nature, the types of crimes, the extent, why it is happening, the control of the individual level and the societal level 

The Birth of Statistics 

· The Cartographic School 

· Employs maps, and other information on their stats 

· Where and when criminal behavior is more relevant 

Questions which stats answers

· What is more prevalent: property or violent crime?

· Property crime is more prevalent (50%) 

· 2005: 2.5 million criminal code incidents reported to police 

· 12% violent, 48% property

· Which province has the highest rate of violence, and lowest

· Saskatchewan, and Quebec 

· Property 

· BC, New-Foundland, Labrador 

· Most violent crimes in Canada

· Assault first level

· Most property crimes

· Theft 

· According to 2005/08 statistics, what is the most commonly occurring “other” Criminal Code offence?

· Mischief is the highest, (vandalism, graffiti)

· Other Offences

· Purgery 

· Resisting arrest

· Failing to show up in court when required

Do you engage in any…

· Avoidance Behaviors

· Vanier Rd. 

· Lifestyle changes designed to reduce one’s risk of becoming a victim of crime 

· Defensive Behaviors 

· Putting keys in between your fingers, mace, aware of your surroundings etc. 

Risk Factors Associated with Victimization 

· Age 

· 15 – 24 year olds are most likely to be a victim of crime

· 65 and older are the least likely 

· Gender

· Men are more likely to be victimized, more likely to have assault in levels 2 and 3 

· Women least likely to be victimized, but more likely to be in assault level 1 and sexual  

· Relationship

· More likely to be victimized by someone you know

· Martial Status 

· Single people are more likely to be victimized

· Residence location 

· Urban area higher rate of crime

· Residence of ownership

· More likely to be victimized by someone who rents then owns

· Because they are more likely to have less money, not to aware of their surroundings

· Income 

· Lower household income less then $15000, more likely to be victimized 

· Season 

· Summer, people are always outside, nice weather, lots of alcohol 

Why are statistics Relevant?

· Social barometer 

· Help us make personal decisions, where we should move etc.

· Prediction 

· We can predict how much crime is expected for the following years

· Indication of changes in society

· It will indicate changes over time, and place  

· Policy implications 

· We can put extra programs in school so students don’t behave in mischievous behavior 

· How do we calculate the crime rate?

· You take the crime and divide it by the city population and then multiply it by 100

· Sources for calculation crime

· Self-report surveys  

· UCR, Uniform crime reports (police)

· Victimization surveys 

But wait…

· Imagine that you read in the newspaper that arrest rates have dramatically increased in the past 10 years.

· Are you going to accept this at face value?

· What other factors could influence the increase in crime rates?

· Police can make a decision on breaking down on drunk driving, therefore arrests go up, people can report more crime, technological developments (facebook, speed scanners, cameras on lights, infrared lights for scouting drugs), things that weren’t crimes become crimes  (new laws)

The social an intellectual context 

· Modern nation state 

· Industrial revolution 

· “Dangerous Classes”

· Urbanization 

· The media

· Moral panic

· Scientific laws

· Welfare state and the emergence of statistics: 

· Need of knowledge about the population 

Criminal justice context: The Comte (1827)

· Number of known and prosecuted crimes against persons and property 

· If accused acquitted or convicted

· Punishment if convicted 

· Time of year of offence 

· Age, sex, occupation and education of accused and convicted

· 1829 – Sir Robert Peel 

· Passed London Metropolitan Police Act

· 3200 distinguishable police force 

