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The End of Nation States?

-Issues = Key topic in globalization.  What happened to the nation states? Loosing control of borders? Independent?  Role of these states in global governance…

-Review: Treaty of Westphalia= right to political self-determination; prohibition of intervention.
	    Nation = social group linked through commonality (language, culture, territory.) 
  	    State = Organizational structure; bureaucratic apparatus; overcame the feudal system.

- Some arguments
	- Feeble State: Created destructive political tensions.  Some challenges have been emerging to nation states.  The nation state in our current world is loosing regulatory power.  
	- Feeble Globalization: States can cope with international conflict and adapt with the global era. (But still lost freedom and action.)  Globalization fosters states (Growing number of nation states… ex:  157 members in the 80’s to 184 in 1998 and 192 in 2007.  Ethnic groups also trying to attempt to create their own states… ex: Quebec, Scots, Catalans and Kurds…)

-Emergence of other global actors
	‘In such complex global network, it is not sufficient to talk of government.  Rather, we should talk of governance, which includes the myriad actors involved in decision making.’  What this person is saying is that it is the emergence of other global actors!  Playing new roles.  
	Amongst the new actors playing a role in the field of political globalization...
		Civil society organizations.
		Multinational corporations.
		International governmental organizations.  

   - Other global political structure
	State based organs such as League of nations (1919-1946) a forerunner to UN
	UN premier global organization in the realm of politics… Four broad areas: military and security, economic; environmental; human protection.

-Stateless initiatives
	International regulatory agencies (WTO)
	Global civil society: non-governmental form composed of interlinked social processes that aim civility.
		Pluralistic and global
		Non-state, not for profit and voluntaristic
		Idealized: solidarity, justice and democratic.
		Ex: Transnational networks of activists.  

-Coalitions to face increasing global threats
	Flows and processes…  ex: toxic emissions, sea pollution, borderless global economy, unsafe product, technological and financial changes, cyber terrorism, illegal immigration.

-Global governance
	The most cited criteria for governance: World Bank worldwide governance indicator…  This is the heart of international governance.  
		Voice and accountability
		Control of corruption
		Political stability and absence of violence 
		Government effectiveness (provide at least minimal welfare, services (health,))
		Regulatory quality 
		Rule of law

-Governance deficits!
	Traps (Collier, 2007) = we see many inequalities… ex: landlocked, no good natural resources, governance corruption… These traps are a way of thinking deficits.
	  Polarization and deadlock (difficulty form coalition) ex: Iran ambassador on human rights in 1981; Chinese politicians on human rights (Confucian values vs. individualism)
	Modes of suppression such as supressing dissent like pussy riot or supressing information like China and Google.
	The problem of failed states; ****** Exam… Failed states represent a big problem to our international order!  

FAILED STATE EXAM QUESTION
· Political and rhetorical uses of the concept (usually military intervention of western countries towards failed state.
· It is at the basis of western policies (specially after nine eleven) became cornerstone of many international innovations?  
· Used to justify and defend policy interventions by recourse to the security, governance, or humanitarian crises of a ‘failed-state’
Based on western perceptions of security and interests.
Means to delineate self-referential ‘proper’ policy responses… This means when you call a failed state, the reference is to use western principle and values towards these states… aka World Bank values.  Ex: To say Somalia is a failed state means they are not fulfilling the world banks rules… (World Bank is a western corporation)  Nothing neutral or objective in calling out that a state is failed.

And yet…
	There are individuals and groups that mat be PROFITING from such failures…
	The questions are: ‘for whom is the state failing and how’ ‘who failed the states?’


Thinking of ‘failed state’ as a concept and framework
	The underlying assumption: a Westphalia notion that all states are alike and should somewhat function in similar ways.
	Accordance to some Western standards: Control of territory and borders, legal order and security, provision of public services AND World Bank indicators.  

How to Handle Failure
	Labeling states failures delineates policy options.
		Response to perceived and real threats.
	Commonly, handles through military action.
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