 					Sociology Notes
Social Perspective: Stresses the social contexts in which people live and how these contexts influence their lives. At the core of this perspective is the sociological imagination.

Sociological Imagination: Is a sociological vision – a way of looking at the world that allows links between the apparently private problems of the individual and the important social issues.

Society: the group of people with whom they share a culture and territory.

Social Location: The groups people belong to because of their place or position in history and society. All people have a social location that is defined by their gender, race, social class, age, ability, religion, sexual orientation, and geographic location.

Macrosociology: Focuses on the broad features if society. Sociologist who use this approach analyze such things as social class and patriarchy. Conflict theory, functionalism, and feminism are examples of macrosociology.

Microsociology: is one of the main points (or focuses) of sociology, concerning the nature of everyday human social interactions and agency on a small scale: face to face. Symbolic interactionism, queer theory, and postmodernism are examples of this.

Social Interaction: is an exchange between two or more individuals and is a building block of society. Social interaction can be studied between groups of two (dyads), three (triads) or larger social groups. By interacting with one another, people design rules, institutions and systems within which they seek to live.

“Society is wake makes us like what we like ie; designer clothes and the new Iphone makes you fashionable and trendy

Sociology allows us to analyze the two parts of our reality: the changes that incorporate us into a global network and our unique experiences in our small corners of life.

Science: Systematic methods of studying the social and natural worlds and the knowledge obtained by those methods.

Sociology and Social sciences are developed by modern civilization

Natural Sciences: Are the intellectual and academic disciplines designed to comprehend, explain and predict events in our natural environment. The natural sciences are divided into specialized fields of research according to subject matter, such as biology, geology, chemistry, and physics.

Scientific Method: Objective systematic procedures use to acquire knowledge based on empirical evidence – practiced in chemistry and physics, uncover truths about the physical world.
Auguste Comte
Positivism: Was a theory of knowledge based on experience alone and not on metaphysical speculation or ungrounded philosophical concepts. Knowledge to be positive must also be situated in its proper historical context.
Karl Marx
Class Conflict: Marx believe that the engine of human history is class conflict, and that capitalism is the highest stage of human development.

Émile Durkkheim 
Max Weber
- He theorized that all religions except Protestantism encouraged their followers to cling to this traditional way of life while the protestant belief system, and especially Calvinism encourage people to embrace change.
-Protestantism pushed people to work hard, to save money and to invest it. Weber called this religious doctrine the protestant ethic.
He termed the the readiness to invest capital to make more money “the spirit of capitalism”

The Role of Values in Social Research
Weber Raised another issue that remains controversial among sociologist when he declared that sociology should be value free. By this he meant that sociologist values – personal beliefs about what is good or worth while in life and about the way the world ought to be.

Objectivity: Weber wanted objectivity to be the hallmark of sociological work. Objectivity is an important goal that sociologist should not distort data to make it fit preconceived ideas or personal values and that research reports must accurately reflect actual, not desired, findings.

 Replication: Repeating a study to compare secondary results with initial findings. If values are unwittingly influenced research findings replications by other sociologist should uncover this problem and correct it.
 As a way of uncovering any unintended distortions in original research sociologist stress the need for replication.
Verstehem: to grasp by insight
Verstehen and social facts: Is a german word meaning to understand by emphasizing verstehen, weber meant that we must pay attention to what are called subjective meanings

Subjective Meanings: the ways in which people interpret their own behavior

Durkheim and Social facts: In contrast Durkheim stressed what he called social facts

Social Facts: the patterns of behavior that characterize a social group community or nation.

Middle-Ranged theories: Explanations that tie together many research findings but avoid sweeping generalizations that attempt to account for everything.

Theory: A theory is a general statement about some parts of the world fit together and how they work. I is an explanation of how two or more facts are related to one and other. By providing framework for observations, a theory interprets social reality in a distinct way.

Symbolic Interactionism studies specific behaviors of interacting individuals caught in identifiable face – face social settings or encounters. Symbolic interactionists view symbols, things which we attach meaning – as the basis of social life. Symbols define what interpersonal relationships mean to us.

Functional Analysis: also known as functionalism and structural functionalism, is a macrosociological theory that views society as a unit made up of interrelated parts that work together. When all parts of a society fulfill their functions, that society is in a “normal” state. If they do not fulfill their functions then they are in an “abnormal” state or “pathological” state.

	Perspective
	Usual Level of Analysis
	Focus of Analysis
	Key Terms

	Symbolic Interactionism
	Microsociological
Examines small scale patterns of social interations
	Face to face interactions; how people use symbols to create social life
	Social act
Dramaturgy
Social Object
Generalized other

	Functional Analysis
	Macrosociological –examines large scale patterns of society
	Relationship among the parts of society; how these parts are functional (have beneficial consequence) or dysfunctional ( have negative consequences)
	Objective social factors
Scientific research 
Functions ( manifest and latent)
Equilibrium

	Conflict theory
	Macrosociological- examines large scale patterns of society
	The struggle for scarce resources by groups in a society; how dominant elites use power to control less powerful
	Rational self- interest
Progress
Conflict
Control
Domination
Exploitation

	Feminist theories
	Microsociolgical- individual and small groups
Macrosociolgical- patterns of patriarchy
	Individuals in face to face interaction, predominantly women
	Patriarchy
Sexism
Coercive Structures
Gender division of labour

	Postmodernism
	Macrosociological- language and culture
Microsociological- describing the socially constructed postmodern individuals
	Texts- documents, films, photos, videos, collages, and so on
	Spectacle
Free- floating signifiers
Simulations
Sign/image

	Queer Theory
	Microsociological- individual sexual identities
	Texts, films, photography
	Heterosexual Identity
Subversions
Bodies
LGBT ( lesbians, Gays)
Drag queens
Homophobia

	Critical Race theory
	Macrosociological- discrimination and the law
	Texts, Fieldwork
	Racism
Critical legal studies
Discrimination



Pure or Basic Sociology: Research and theory aimed at making discoveries about life in human groups.

Applied Sociology: Efforts to blend sociological knowledge with practical applications.

Six Research Methods
Surveys: Select a sample of individuals from among your target get population. The population of your study is the total number of people where you are surveying. How you choose your sample is critical, for your choice will affect the results of your study.
The best representative sample is a Random sample. In a random sample, everyone in the population has the same chance of being included in the study. Select standardized questions so that there are not biased to a certain portion of the population.

Self-administrated Questionnaires: Allow a large number of people to be sampled at a relatively low cost.
Both structured interviews and Self- administrative questionnaires use closed-ended questions.

Rapport:  a close and harmonious relationship in which the people or groups concerned understand each other's feelings or ideas and communicate well.

Participant Observation (Fieldwork): In participant observations or Fieldwork the researcher participates in a research setting and observes and records what is happening in that setting. 

Qualitative Interviews (field interview): A researchers personal characteristics are extremely important in fieldwork. Their sex , age, race, personality, and even height and weight can affect their findings. Ie; when interviewing a homeless person don’t show up in a designer tux with the latest cellphone and a rolex. Dress to there level.

Secondary Analysis:  Researchers analyze data that have already been collected by others.

Data Liberation Initiative (DLI)

Documents: To investigate social life, they examine diverse sources as films, videos, photographs, books, newspapers, diaries, bank records, police reports, household accounts, immigration files, and records kept by various organizations.

Unobtrusive Measures: observing behavior of people who do not know they are being studied.

Quantitative research methods: Emphasize measurements, numbers, and statistics are likely to use structured questionnaires or surveys.
Qualitative research methods: Emphasize observing, describing and interpreting people’s behavior, lean towards participant observation or qualitative interviews.

Research Model:
1. Selecting a Topic: Choose a topic you are interested in studying
2. Define the problem: Specifying exactly what your are looking for.
3. Reviewing the Literature: Review existing literature to see what has been written on the problem.
4. Formulating a Hypothesis or Research Question: a statement of what you expect to find according to predictions from a sociological theory and what others researchers have found. Hypotheses need operational definitions- precise ways to measure their variables.
5. Choosing Research methods: The means by which sociologist collect data
6. Collecting Data: Validity: is the extent to which operational definitions measure what they are intended to measure. Triangulation: is a research strategy that includes not only the comparison of different data sources, but also the use of different data gathering techniques and methods to investigate a single phenomenon.
7. Analyzing the Results: to analyze collected data sociologists use qualitative and quantitative technique.
8. Share the results: Replication: others can repeat the study to see if they come up with similar results


Culture
All these characteristics are indicative of culture; the language, beliefs, values, norms, behaviors,( nonmaterial cultures) and even material objects ( material culture)

Sociologist sometimes refer to nonmaterial culture as symbolic culture because one of its central components is the symbols that people use to communicate.

Symbol: Anything to which people attach meaning and then use to communicate.
Gestures: The use of one’s body to communicate with others, are useful shorthand ways of giving a message without using words.

Culture penetrates deep into the recesses of our thinking and affects the way we see the world and obtain our perception of reality.

Culture provides implicit instructions that tells us what we ought to do in various situations.

Culture also provides a “moral imperative”; that is, by internalizing a culture, people learn ideas of right and wrong.

Language: A system of symbols that can be strung together in an infinite number of ways for the purpose of communicating abstract thoughts.

Language allows culture to develop by freeing people to move beyond their immediate experiences.

Sapir - Whorf  hypothesis: suggest that rather than objects and events forcing themselves into our consciousness, and hence our perceptions of objects and events .

To learn culture is to learn peoples values, their ideas of what is desirable in life. 

Sociologist use the term norms to describe the expectations, or rules of behavior, that develop out of a group’s values. They use the word sanctions to refer to positive or negative reactions to the way people follow norms. Positive Sanction refers to and expression of approval given for following a norm, while Negative Sanction denotes disapproval for breaking a norm.

Norms that are not strictly enforced are called folkways. We expect people to comply with folkways, but we are likely to shrug our shoulders and not make a big deal about it if they don’t.

Other norms however are taken much more seriously. We think of them as essential to our core values, and we insist on conformity. These are called Mores (MORE-rays)

Taboo: refers to a norm so strongly engrained that even the thought of its violation is greeted with revulsion.

Subculture: consist of people whose experiences have led them to a distinctive way of looking at life.

Counterculture: A groups values and norms place it in opposition to dominant culture.

Ethnocentrism: a tendency to use your own groups ways of doing things as a yardstick for judging others.

Cultural Relativism: Trying to understand a different culture on its own terms

Pluralistic Society: A society made up of many different religions, racial and ethnic groups, as well as countless interest groups centering on such divergent activities as collecting barbie dolls and hunting deer.

Values are not independent unit. Instead, some come together to form a larger whole or value cluster.

5 Emerging Value Clusters
1. Leisure
2. Self-fulfillment
3. Physical fitness
4. Youth
5. Concern for the environment


Cultural Universals: Values, norms, or other cultural traits that are found everywhere.

Tools: modified objects used for specific purposes

Technology: the skills and procedures necessary to make and use tools.

New technology: Referring to emerging technologies such as computers, satellites, and various forms of microelectronics-based media.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cultural lag – coined by William Ogburn: meaning not all parts of a culture change at the same pace.

Cultural Leveling : a process in which cultures become similar to one another as expanding industrializations bring not only technology, but also Western culture to the rest of the world.
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