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Haiti Earthquake: 2010

[bookmark: _GoBack]On January 12th 2010, the country of Haiti was devastated by the magnitude of the 7.0Mw earthquake that shook just north of Port-au-Prince (Magnitude 7.0 - HAITI REGION, 2013). Hundreds of thousands of Haitians were dead within the first 24 hours of the earthquake happening. Help seemed to take forever to come, leaving majority of Haiti’s population without food, water or medical supplies (The quake, 2010). There were at least 52 recorded after shocks that occurred within 2 weeks of the initial impact. All of these after shocks measured 4.5 or greater on the Richter Scale (Magnitude 7.0 - HAITI REGION, 2013). This was one of Haiti’s most devastating disasters in over 200 years. Looking at the vulnerability, and hazards involved in the quake, it’s no wonder that so much damage was caused. Still to this day Port-au-Prince is being rebuilt. It is a slow and grueling process that involves much outside help.

There were many conditions and processes that contributed to the devastating damage that was caused in the Haiti earthquake of 2010. Because the epicenter of the quake was located near Leogane; only 25km away from the countries capital, Port-au-Prince, much of the damage wiped out a good portion of the population (Cartwright, 2012). The quake happened in a very heavily populated area of Haiti, which meant more casualties and more Haitians left homeless and hungry. Post initial impact, seismologists discovered that the 2010 earthquake was likely the beginning of many more earthquakes to come, and that there would be major seismic activity within the plates (Fritz, Hillaire, Molière, Wei, Mohammed, 2013). This was bad news for Haiti, as their already poor country was vulnerable to more damage. It was quite obvious that he primary hazard of the 2010 quake was the shaking of the ground, followed by secondary hazards like the collapsing buildings and disease outbreak from the close quarters (Cartwright, 2012). The damage caused over a million people to be left homeless after the quake, and over 300 000 died in the rubble (Earthquake Case Study, n.d.). Many buildings were destroyed causing jobs to be lost and leaving 1 in 5 people jobless (Earthquake Case Study, n.d.). This meant bad things for the Haitian government as their economy took a turn for the worst.

	Even before the earthquake hit, Haiti was in a very vulnerable position for many reasons. The main reason for the earthquake occurring is because Haiti is located very close to 2 tectonic plate boundaries. These boundaries were the North American Plate and the Caribbean Plate, moving at around 20mm per year relative to each other (Bilham, 2010). Both of these plates happen move in the same direction, but one is always moving faster than the other. Because of this, friction is caused and the pressure built up so much until it finally released, causing the earthquake (Earthquake Case Study, n.d.). The pressure was so massive that when it finally released, the quake was much larger than any one expected. In Haiti there aren’t many building regulations and therefore, many of the buildings that were built did not have proper foundations. So, when the earthquake hit, these buildings collapsed much easier than they would have elsewhere (Tens of thousands isolated at quake epicenter, 2010). Structures were so weak that when the earthquake hit, many Haitian’s were crushed by the falling debris; unable to escape (The quake, 2010 ). Majority of the deaths that were recorded from the quake happened because of falling debris and collapsing buildings. Many Haitians slept in cars, in the streets or anywhere they could find, terrified that more buildings would collapse in the after shock. Prior to the earthquake, Haiti had no preparedness for what may happen (Calais, n.d.). In fact, as a country, they had many water and fuel shortages, so when the earthquake hit, supplies were very limited and hard to come by.

There were many intervening conditions that played a major part in the Haiti earthquake. Before the earthquake of 2010, Haiti had a history of earthquakes devastating their land, but not to the level that this one occurred (Fights Over Land Stall Haiti Quake Recovery, 2010). As a country, Haiti had 8000 tons of food prepared and ready for a disaster like this, but because the damage was so great, the building that was storing all of the food collapsed and left most of the food unusable. Haitians were left with no resources for the first week after the quake. After the first week only 1/8 of the population had gotten food (The quake, 2010). Supplies were few and far between and were very slow at arriving to Haiti. Many planes full of supplies were turned away because of the multitude of aircrafts trying to land all in the same area, at the same time (The quake, 2010). The supplies that were flown over to Haiti in order to support all the homeless survivors had nowhere to go. There was no land to bring these supplies to and distribution was slow (Fights Over Land Stall Haiti Quake Recovery, 2010).

The damage was immense and the chaos was uncontrollable, but somehow, the country needed to cope and figure out how they would move past this devastating event. Any Haitian survivors that were still in the country began to make camp out of any flat surface they could find. Every soccer field, parking lot and market square were covered in make shift homes (Tens of thousands isolated at quake epicenter, 2010). Because of Haiti’s poor economy pre-earthquake, the impacts on the country were massive and still devastating the area to this day. Cities like Port-au-Prince could barely sustain their growing population (due to people looking for work) before the earthquake, let alone afterwards. Even 6 months after the quakes initial impact, 98% of the rubble was still yet to be cleared (Fights Over Land Stall Haiti Quake Recovery, 2010). With no help from the Haitian government, who seemed to disappear once the earthquake hit, the country was in crisis mode. Government buildings were flattened, members of congress were injured and shook. There was no leader stepping up to begin organization of the country (The quake, 2010). Hospitals and clinics in Haiti were very low on supplies, overcrowded and low staffed. Many victims had to get amputations without any general anesthesia or pain medication. Blood was low, meaning many victims who needed blood transfusions couldn’t get them, and the overcrowding meant some patients had to lie on the floor during recovery (Pape, Deschamps, Ford, Joseph, Johnson, Fitzgerald, 2010). Thankfully, the Dominican Republic, neighboring Haiti, was the first country to respond to the earthquake. They provided supplies such as food, water and heavy machinery (Dominican Republic aid to Haiti eases historic tensions, 2010).

January 12th 2010 marked Haiti’s most devastating disaster in 200 years. The damages were incredible and would take years to fully repair. Hundreds of thousands of lives here lost, with millions affected by this event. Jobs were lost and Haitians were left with nowhere to go (Cartwright, 2012). Everyone did what he or she could to get Haiti back on their feet but it just seemed to drag on forever. Some days felt as if there was no hope. Looking at all the collapsed buildings, going weeks without food, water or decent shelter. The city of Port-au-Prince felt hopeless during this time. There was only so much that anybody could do, and some days it just didn’t seem to be enough. Here we are now, in 2014 and the damages that were caused to Haiti still seem noticeable. But then again, I don’t think it will ever be the same.
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