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			          MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
	Fourteen years ago, 189 world leaders came together at United Nations Headquarters in New York to adopt the United Nations Millennium Declaration- a declaration which builds on the conference process of the 1990s, committing their nations to a new global partnership to reduce extreme poverty and setting out a series of time-bound targets with a deadline of 2015 - that have become known as the Millennium Development Goals. The Millennium Development Goals are to: (1)eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; (2)achieve universal primary education; (3)promote gender equality and empower women; (4)reduce child mortality; (5)improve maternal health; (6)combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases; (7)ensure environmental sustainability; and (8)develop a global partnership for development. These eight goals have targets and a series of measurable health indicators and economic indicators. Several organisations such as World Health Organisation (WHO), UNICEF etc. work together with countries to help achieve some of these goals.
MDG1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. The first target is to reduce by half the proportion of people living on less than $1.25 a day. According to the 2013 MDG report the proportion of people living in extreme poverty has been halved at the global level. The world reached the poverty reduction target five years ahead of schedule. According to this report, in developing regions, the proportion of people living on less than $1.25 a day fell from 47% in 1990 to 22% in 2010 with China in the lead. Extreme poverty rate in China dropped from 60% in 1990 to 15% in 2005 and to 12% in 2010. Still, poverty is still widespread in sub-Saharan Africa and in Southern Asia. Although, the progress in Southern Asia is substantial compared to sub-Saharan Africa. In Southern Asia the poverty rate fell from 51% in 1990 to 30% two decades later while in sub-Saharan Africa by 8% over the same period of time. Despite the impressive progress at the global level, half of the population of sub-Saharan Africa are still living on less 
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than $1.25 a day. The second target is to achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all, including women and young people. “The global ratio of employment to the working-age population declined from 61.3 per cent in 2007 to 60.3 in 2012, after a moderate increase from 2003 to 2007” and the two top contributors to this decline are falling labour force and rising unemployment(MDG report,2013). From 2007 to 2012 the developed regions registered a 1.7% drop in the employment-to-population ratio while the developing regions experienced a 0.9% drop over the same period of time. Also, negative labour market trends for youth accounted for 41 per cent of the decline in the global employment-to-population ratio since 2007, due to rising unemployment and falling participation. Though working poverty has declined, over 60% of workers in the developing world still live on less than $4 a day.
The third target is to halve the population of people suffering from hunger. Globally there is evidence of improvement in children’s nutritional’s status. According to the World Health Organisations, the percentage of underweight is estimated to have declined from 25% in 1990 to 15% in 2012. Also, stunting in children under the age of five has decreased globally over the same period of time. 
MDG2: Achieve universal primary education. The target is to ensure that by 2015 all children, both boys and girls will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling. According to the 2013 MDG report, if current trends continue the world will not reach the goal of universal primary education by 2015. Developing regions have made impressive strides in                                    providing access to more primary education, with the adjusted net enrolment rate growing from 83% in 200 to 90% in 2011.(MDG report,2013). Over the same period, the number of children out of school worldwide declined by almost half -from 102 million to 57 million. But looking closely at more recent data shows that the progress seen at the beginning has slowed considerably. Between 2008 and 2011 the number of out-of-school children of primary school age fell by only 3 million which means that at this current rate, by 2015 the target for universal primary education is unlikely to be met.
MDG3: Promote gender equality and empower women. The target is to eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015. Gender parity is closest to being achieved at the primary level; however, only 2 out of 130 
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countries have achieved that target at all levels of education. Women are gaining ground in the labour market but not in all regions and all areas of work. Globally, 40 out of every 100 wage-earning jobs in the non-agricultural sector were held by women in 2011(MDG report, 2013). This is a significant improvement since 1990, when only 35 out of 100 jobs were held by women.
MDG4: Reduce child mortality. The target is to reduce by two-thirds the under-five mortality rate. “About 19,000 children under the age of five – 13 each minute – die every day, mainly from preventable causes” (UNICEF). United Nations Children’s Funds (UNICEF) being the world’s largest purchaser of vaccines, negotiates favourable prices, increasing the number of children using mosquito nets to prevent malaria etc. According to the 2013 MDG report, globally, the mortality rate for children under five dropped by 41% between 1990 and 2011. This is a great development, but for the target to be met by 2015 more efforts and renewed commitments must be made. Also neo-natal mortality rate could reduce or contribute to this development so that needs to be addressed effectively too if overall child mortality rate is to be increased. 
MDG5: Improve maternal health. The first target is to reduce by three-quarter the maternal mortality ratio. Every year, many women die from pregnancy-related causes. Globally, the maternal mortality ratio has declined by 47% over the past two decades, from 400 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births in 1990 to 210 in 2010(MDG report, 2013). 
The second target is to achieve universal access to reproductive health. Good quality care during pregnancy is fundamental to the health, well-being and survival of mothers and their babies. The World Health Organization has recommended a minimum of four antenatal care visits to ensure the well-being of mothers and newborns. Health care during pregnancy can save life, but only half the women in developing regions are receiving the recommended amount.
MDG6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases. The incidence of HIV is reducing steadily in some regions. However, 2.5million people are newly infected each year. The second target is to achieve by 2010, universal access to treatment of HIV/AIDS for all those that needed it. This target was missed. At the end of 2011, only 55% of the 14.4 million people in 
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developing countries in need of treatment received it. Regarding the third target, globally, mortality rates of malaria fell by more than 25% between 2000 and 2010. Also, globally, the number of tuberculosis cases per 100,000 people fell by about 2.2% between 2010 and 2011. According to the 2013 MDG report, although this rate of decline is slow, the world can achieve the target of halting and reversing the incidence of tuberculosis.
MDG7: Ensure environmental sustainability. Despite the establishment of forest policies and laws supporting sustainable forest management in many countries, forest are disappearing at a rapid pace. Deforestation poses a serious threat to environmental sustainability and jeopardizes progress towards poverty and hunger eradication. With regards to greenhouse gas emissions, recent data shows that there is an upward trend with it rising from 1990 to 2000 by 10% and from 2000 to 2010 by 33%. According to WHO (World Health Organisation) by the end of 2011, 89% of the world population used an improved drinking-water source, and 55% had a piped supply on premises. Between 1990 and 2011, over 240,000 people on average per day gained access to an improved sanitation facility. Still, according to a joint WHO/UNICEF report 2.4 billion people – one-third of the world’s population will remain without access to improved sanitation in 2015. Lastly, the target to achieve a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100million slum dwellers has been met.
MDG8: Develop a global partnership for development. Duty-free market access to developed countries by least developed countries and developing countries overall improved in 2011, reaching 83 per cent and 80 per cent of their exports, respectively. According to 2013 MDG report, duty-free market access to developed countries by least developed countries and developing countries overall improved in 2011, reaching 83 per cent and 80 per cent of their exports, respectively. With regards to the fourth target which is to deal comprehensively with developing countries debt, “debt service ratios are ¼ of their 2000 level”, therefore lightening the financial burden on developing countries (MDG report). However, reduction in export earnings are causing the debt service ratios of some regions to rise. The eight target is to provide access to affordable essential medicines in developing countries. According to WHO, surveys conducted in over 50 low- and middle-income countries indicate that the availability of selected generic medicines at health facilities was only 38% in the public sector and 64% in the private sector. 
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This lack of medicine in the public sector forces patients to purchase them privately and in the private sector, generic medicines cost on average six times more than their international reference price making it unaffordable. The last target is to make available the benefits of new technologies, especially for information and communications. According to the 2013 MDG report, 31% of the population in the developing world use the internet compared to 77% of the developed world. The limited availability of international Internet bandwidth and backbone infrastructure in many developing countries continues to pose challenges. Despite a significant drop in prices, the cost of broadband access in relation to average income remains far too high for most in developing countries.
In conclusion, these goals are very important for the development of the world as a whole. How will the world look in 2015 if these goals are achieved? Many lives would have been lifted from poverty. Many people will no longer be suffering from hunger. Many children will be saved and so will their mothers. Many women and girls will have more opportunities. Also, achieving these goals will also mean safe drinking water for a lot of people. “For everyone on earth they are a linchpin to the quest for a more secure and peaceful world” (Binagwaho 2005).
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