CRM102 
Tuesday October 6, 2015

Victims and victimization


MIDTERMS IN 3 WEEKS
· Cover everything up to next week’s class- classical theory
· 5 chapters and a supplementary reading
· 40 multiple choice
· 10 true and false
· 1 short answer

Victims and Victimizations:
· scientific study of the extent, nature, and causes of criminal victimization its consequences for the persons involved and the reactions thereto by society, in particular the police and the criminal justice system as well as voluntary workers and professional helpers
· victimology looks at the perspective of the victim whereas the criminology is just the crime
· cause and effect 
· reactions are due to the media

The emergence of victims rights:
· for many decades, victims did not have much of a voice in criminal justice matters
·  historically the common law based on system where judge ensures king’s law is enforced
·  redefines private wrongs as crimes against the state
· emergence of victims rights, so to speak, evident in 1970s
·  criminal injuries compensation
·  victim-offender reconciliation programs to heal the relationship between both involved; is it effective? More effective on less serious crimes compared to more intense crimes

changes to sexual assault legislation
· 1983 bill C-127
·  resulted from lobbying by women’s advocacy groups
· changes
·  both men and women may be victims
·  no spousal immunity
·  evidence about victim’s sexual history
·  new rules about consent, corroboration and recency of complaint 


Giving victims a voice:
Victim impact statements
· 1988
·  victim impact statements allowed at sentencing
·  includes family of victim
· 1995
·  courts must consider victim impact statements at sentencing
· 1999
·  safety of victim in considering bail 
Publication bans
·  to protect sexual assault victim’s identity
videotaped testimony
·  for children who are victims or witnesses
victim surcharges
·  restitution 
· victim notification
·  faint hope clause
· --> parole
victimization compensation
·  medical bills, loss of wages and future earnings, counselling
court services
·  victim witness assistance programs
·  domestic violence court programs
public education
·  primary prevention programs
·  school based programs (bullying) 

The nature of victimization
· according to the 2009 GSS Survey, 7.1 million Canadians reported being vicitimized by crime
· represents about 1 in 4 canadians victimized
· remains unchanged from previous studies
· victims surveys show that
·  more than 3 out 4 canadians will be victimized during their lifetime
·  up to 1 in 4 victims will suffer post-traumatic stress
· no change in serious victimization such as 
· sexual assault
· robbery
· assault
· break and enter
· motor vehicle theft
· crime rates are highest in Manitoba; much higher in western Canada
· lowest is PEI
· Ontario is classified as lower than norm
Risk of Violent Victimization 2009 GSS
· Women and men face similar overall risks
· Rates are highest for young people )ages 15-24)
· Rates are highest for single, separated/divorced people
· Students face higher rates of victimization
· Rates are higher for urban than rural populations
· Higher rates among those with low household income
· Gays and lesbians face higher rates
(GANNON MIHOREAN 2010)
· Urban people face higher risk than rural people
· Higher household income associated with higher victimization rate
· Higher rates in households with more people
· Semi-detached, row, and duplex homes face the highest risk of victimization
· Renters face higher risks than home owners

Problems of Crime victims
· Loss of property income and academic potential
· Re-victimization by the justice system
· Long-term stress
· Post traumatic stress disorder
· Fear limits activities
· Antisocial behaviour
· Cycle of violence
· Males are more likely to use violence if : they were abused; they witnessed spousal abuse
· Females show adjustment problems if : they were exposed to family violence
Social ecology of victimization:
Particular places
 the victims household:
· Lower income
· More violent victimization
· Higher income
· Personal property theft
· Household victimization is higher for : renters; row houses
Victim characteristics
The victim:
 Gender
· females
·  sexual assault criminal harassment, personal theft 
· males
·  robbery assault
 age
· 15-24 are most victimized 
social status
· low income more likely to be victims of violence
· higher income are most likely to be victims of theft
race and ethnicity
· visible minorities, recent immigrants
marital status
· single, separated and divorced people experience more victimization
· widowed have lower rates
· probably due to age and lifestyle

Repeat Victimization
· target vulnerability (weak, helpless)
· target gratification (desirable goods or qualities)
· target antagonism (anger, jealousy)

Theories of Victimization
Are all victims of crime treated the same?
· The victim
· The perpetrator
· The specific nature of the violence
· The location of the violence
· The rationale for the violence 
Active precipitation
· Victim provokes offender through actions, taunts and threats
·  e.gwomen who kill their abusive husbands
issue
· active precipitation and sexual assault
Passive precipitation
· victim possesses a characteristic which sets off the offender
·  e.g. hate crimes
High-risk lifestyles
· gregarious, homeless, using alcohol or other susbtances, hanging out
Deviant place theory
· natural crime zones, crime ‘hot spots’

Routines activities theory
Cohen and felson (1979)
· volume and distribution of predatory crime depends on the interaction among 3 variables
· presence of motivated offenders (young unemployed males)
· availability of suitable target (e.g. portable consumer goods)
· absence of capable guardians (nobody home)
motivated offenders
 teenage boys
· unemployed 
· addict population
lack of capable guardians
· police officers
· homeowners
· security systems
suitable targets
· unlocked homes
· expensive cars
· transportable goods

Shared basic concepts:
· proximity to criminals
· time of exposure to criminals
· target attractiveness
· guardianship
victimization increases with
· living in high crime areas
· carrying valuables
· go out late at night
· risky behaviour (Drinking) 

critiques of approach
· feminist scholars, in part, say it ‘blames victim’ since focus on victim’s lifestyles or personal traits
· victimization studies measure crime in public not private spaces; emphasize street rather than suite crimes
· ignores how structural processes sometimes contributes to victimization 
· e.g- hate crimes workplace deaths due to unsafe conditions

Child maltreatment:
A historical perspective
· spans entire history of our nation
· children traditionally viewed as “property” until the 1900’s
· mid- 1960’s enactment of child protection laws

Types of Child Maltreatment
1. physical
2. emotional 
3. sexual 
4. neglect

Characteristics of victims
1. gender:
· minor physical abuse equal risk for abuse
· major physical abuse males at slightly higher risk (54-46%)
· sexual abuse majority of reports are female; male sexual abuse may be underreported
2. age:
· the younger the child, the higher the risk for physical abuse
· prepubescence (ages7-12) most vulnerable age for CSA

Effect of physical child abuse
· initial responses
· medical/physical effects
· psychological effects
· pain
· fear
· confusion
· poor self image
· disrupted attachment
· dissociation
· acting out aggressively with siblings

Sexual abuse
Self reported sexual assaults 2009 GS report
· in 2009, 7-10 incidents of self-reported sexual assault were committed against women
·  rate of 34 sexual assaults per 1000 women compared to 15 per 1000 for men
· most incidents involved least severe forms of sexual assault
·  81% of incidents against women involved unwanted sexual touching; remaining 19% involved sexual assaults 

· rates of self reported sexual assault against women tend to be highest in west and lowest in east

·  in 2009, women, living in Alberta and BC experienced highest rates. Combined rates of these two provinces was more than double rates in Atlantic provinces, Ontario & Quebec 

Hate Crimes:
IN CANADA, women at slightly higher risk of being violently victimized than me
Risk Factors of violence against women: Canadian data, 2011
· official/self reported victimization data, being young was consistent risk for violence against women. Data suggests risk of violence decreases with increasing age.
· Homicide survey indicates aboriginal women were disproportionately represented as homicide victims. Aboriginal women also have higher rates or self-reported spousal and non-spousal violence
· Certain factors also associated with risk of victimization, including being young, having an activity limitation and being emotionally and/or financially abused by a spouse. 
Lecture 5
October 20, 2015

Exam review-> 
Covers everything until todays lecture
40 m/c
10 true/false
1 short answer- choice 1 out of 2

Classical Criminology

· Early Views on Criminal/Deviant Behaviour
·  through out human history, people believe crime  caused by supernatural causes or religious factors
· - some early societies believed crime increased during major thunderstorms/draughts
· - the devil made him do it
· - full moon causes criminality
·  punishments often harsh & inhumane
· - exorcisms, burned alive at stake, beheading, torture, drowned, stoned or quartered 
Refer to slide 2,3,4 on handout with regards to BECCARIA’S principles
· punishment should be based on the act and not the individual; should not be determined on the person’s history or lifestyle
· human rights seen in principle where it states that all people should be treated equally 
· crime doesn’t pay prevention rather than punishment; idea of pain and pleasure principle- sees that punishment is a deterrent; proportional punishment 

 IN OTHER WORDS, BECCARIA BELIEVES:
· - right of governments to punish
· that punishment must be regulated by a penal code
· imprisonment as the standard form of punishment
· the punishment must fit the crime 
Refer to slides 5,6 on handout with regards to BENTHAM; CORE PRINCIPLES OF CLASSICAL THEORY

 Principles of Classical Theory
· the law should not try to legislate morality
· laws should be written out with punishments prescribed in advance
· punishment should be limited to what is necessary to deter people from crime 
· individuals give up some of their liberties in exchange for social protection
· - anti-terrorism act (Bill C-41 now BILL-C59) easier electronic surveillance, detention without trial
· people should be presumed innocent until proven guilty, with no torture
·  BC RCMP officer charged with torture (Feb. 2007) and other related articles
Refer to slides 7 on handout with regards to influence of classical thinkers on criminal justice system
·  Neo- classical Approaches:
· - Rational Choice Theory Because they wanted to
Refer to slides 8 on handout with regards to Modern Choice Theory

 Concept of Rational Choice 
· Crime is result of careful thought and planning
· Criminal choose crime based on
· personal needs
· situational factors
· crime depends on
· chances of getting caught
· anticipated punishment
· need for gain
 Offence and Offender Specifications
· offence-specific 
· - offenders are selective about specific crimes
· - some crimes are more attractive than others
· Offender- specific
· - criminals have specific needs, skills, motives, and fears. Not all will commit just any crime
· crime is an event; criminality is a personal trait 
 Structuring criminality
personal factors affecting criminal behavior:
· perception of future earnings from crime
· perception of legitimate income opportunity
· knowledge of “successful” criminals
· experience and perception of risk of getting caught (learned)
· personality and lifestyle
· - less self-control, under stress
decision to commit crime depends on:
· the location
·  the ability to avoid detection
· the target
·  no one home, cash in till, etc.
· the available means and techniques
·  skills and tools needed for the job
[bookmark: _GoBack]Refer to slides 9on handout with regards to BENTHAM; CORE PRINCIPLES OF CLASSICAL THEORY
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