
Gwendolyn Brooks


After 1967- more political in her poetry, published only by all black publishing houses, her blackness didn’t speak as shrilly to her until this point not that it wasn’t important before


She, quoted from her autobiography, had always felt being black was a good thing


Pre-67, she was influenced immensely by Langston Hughes in the development of her poetry, a mentor in a sense, which is seen in her early works:


-importance of making a celebration of the black experience


--trying to reflect an accurate portrait of the black experience


---insistence of showing the average black life, northern, urban, impoverished experience 


what does it mean to be this black person? How does modernism affect these people?

"Kitchenette Building"



“Dream” “feeding a wife” “Rent” “satisfying a man”

· What is the relation that "dream" should make a giddy sound, not strong like the words for her responsibilities 
· --They are weighty words because these obligations burden the speakers, they are unending responsibilities, not fleeting and pleasurable like a dream, these obligations cannot be avoided, all desires are insatiable as there is no room to fulfill them, the dream is a personal responsibility, as opposed to the obligations you have to others, your individual desires cannot compete with external commitments
· --Life is nothing but the fulfillment of these basic necessities
· --Their lives have already been chosen, there is no room for 
· dreams, because of black subjugation within a white culture
· They are gray because they are faded in this society, their dreams don’t count
· Their dream for something greater, a possibility for a realized dream, and dream to love the lives they are forced to live, though they can’t
· These speakers cannot even access the American Dream, as perverted as it has become, as beaten down as they are, they are trapped in the ghetto, they aren’t allowed to indulge the dream, black people are confined to the ghetto because society won’t allow them to rise in status
· Suburbia was a racially motivated act, to leave behind the blacks within the dilapidated urban world, the whites wanted to live out of these dismal conditions, there is no rehabilitation for these cities, just decay that the blacks are forced to struggled in
· “Could a dream….let it begin?”
· an extended rhetorical question, that provides the answer of NO.
· Hughes,  visitors of the black belt “kitchenettes /with no heat/ and garbage/ in the halls.”
· There is garbage everywhere, rotting in the halls, the dream is inaccessible 
· “We think of lukewarm water, hope to get in” they can only dream of having hot water for the communal bathroom
· we are accustomed to privacy, but it’s a luxury to these people, they don’t dream of privacy, just hot water
· there circumstances are limited to this
“We real cool”

Confronted with a choice in how to read the poem; grammatically or poetically

Poetically:  Emphasis on “We” creating a feeling of unity and togetherness for the speakers. 

Grammatically: Provides emphasis on the action. Making their actions sound not cool at all, but troublesome.

Brooks imagined the lines to be read poetically, but the “We” sound elongated, as if they were thinking of a new thing to add to the list.

--Speakers perceived to be a group of seven young black men, because “We real cool” is a grammatically correct sentence in black slang

-- each speaker goes around the circle adding a new “cool” thing to the list.

· This is not cool. It is not cool black youth defines themselves as cool doing these things, there is a balance of potential positives and negatives in how you emphasis the subject or the predicate, they realize death is the end of this life. 
· Coolness is propagating the ghetto lifestyle.
· Truancy is rebellion, because it is key to being productive members of society. 
· They don’t want to encourage the system that ghettoized them. 
· They are celebrating and glamorizing the ghetto lifestyle instead of trying to leave.
·  Brooks pleads with youth to see more than glamorizing ghetto lifestyle. 
· The silence at the end of the poem suggests these boys are erased by living this way.
“To the Diaspora.”

· The way to Africa is literally going back to Africa, for blacks to understand themselves. Another error is in forgetting that one is African American, Africa is not their home any more, they must realize where they are and celebrate their roots and not the necessarily the homeland
·  As blacks we must recognize where we have come to , and not where we were. “I could not have told you…mouth” 
· She acknowledges a form of communication within the black community, called “Call and Response”, this is a solidification of ancestral black communications, she finds her calling to relay the message, so they may relay it to others, and so on
· You find yourself by passing it down—celebration of orality


