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Lecture 1
Greek comes from the Roman word Graeci
· All ancient greeks are called Hellene’s (named after a mythical god Hellen)
· Hellen is the son of the greek equivalent of Noah

Hellas
· Many mountains making the land no good for agriculture (only 18%) could be used
· There are 2000 islands 
· The greeks communicated through the sea and were not united as a country until 1900
· Until 1900 Hellas was made up of many independent cities and states
· The highest mountain is mount Olympus (home of the gods)
· There are few year round rivers a very dry land
· The natural resources of the greeks: White marble, Minerals, Gold, Silver (athens) Iron
· There was no source of copper or tin it had to be imported to make bronze

Climate: Very hot summers and cold damp winters

The greeks have what is called a Winter Agriculture Cycle- Crops are planted in fall to grow over the winter 

The Mediterranean Triad- The 3 most important crops the greeks harvested
· Grain- from the god Demeter 
· Grapes- God Dionysos. Used for making wine which was important in greek culture Wine- is drank from birth by the greeks however it is always diluted (never straight) wine is diluted with water in accordance to age (younger=more diluted)
· Olives- God Athena(Also goddess of wisdom) The Olive had many uses including Olive oil

Greek Glue- Aspects that kept the greeks unified even though they were all seperated
1. Language- Indo European
2. Religion- Polytheism (many gods)

The prehistoric eras
· Stone ages (40 000- 3000 BCE)
· Bronze age (3000- 1100 BCE)
· Dark/ Iron age (1100-750 BCE)

Hesiod’s pre historic eras
· Gold- Paleolithic (no work/ labour)
· Silver- Neolithic (more work but still good)
· Bronze + Heroic - Bronze
· Iron- Iron/ Dark ages
Greek Historic Eras
· Archaic Age (750-480 BCE)
· Classical Age (480- 323 BCE) Death of Alexander the great
· Hellenistic Age (323- 30 BCE) Death of Cleopatra  

Herodotus- First historian 
· Historia- To ask questions
· Asked why the Greeks and the Persians go to war (300 Reference)

What is a civilization?
· 5 Characteristics ATMMS 
- Agriculture
- Town 
- Monumental buildings 
- System of writing  

Lecture 2

Stone Age Hellas 

Parts of the the stone age 
1. Paleolithic- Hesiods Golden age
2. Mesolithic- Meso means middle
3. Neolithic- Neo means new

In the stone age men made tools out of stone (particularly flint)
· Flint knapping is the process used to mold flint into tools 
· Shaping was done using antlers to flake off bits of the flint
· After what left is the core (can be used as a tool)
· Now the flakes are shaped into tools
· 

Paleolithic Hellas (Golden Age)
· we see evidence of stone tools from 4000 BCE 
· these people came from the east (modern day Turkey) the similarities in the tools makes this evident
· at the end of the last ice age
· hunter gathering society - they move where the food is
- Nuts, Fruits, Hunt migrating grazing animals
· We see the beginning of social order (men hunt, women stay home with kids)
Type Cite
· Franchthi Cave - Island of Pelops
· Pelops was a mythical ancient greek the son of Tantalise.
Tantalise was punished by the gods for challenging their intelligence. He cut up his own son Pelops and served it as a gift to the gods. Demeter was fooled into eating a piece of Pelops shoulder before she realised. Demetor then brought Pelops back giving him an iron shoulder and punished Tantalise. He was made to stand in a pool of water beneath a fruit tree with low branches, with the fruit ever eluding his grasp, and the water always receding before he could take a drink.

Upper Paleolithic Global Warming
· Rising sea levels created the over 2000 islands in Hellas
· The Global warming also brought changes in Landscape, Climate, therefore lifestyle and diet
They now hunted less migratory animals and began to hunt forest animals such as deer. 
· The hunters no longer have to move as often to follow the food (however they are still hunter gatherers) 

Mesolithic 
Obsidian- Formed when volcanoes erupt
Tools made out of this stone have been found in the Franchthi Cave however it is believed to be originated (brought over) from the island of Melos A volcanic island. 
· They had boats to go get the obsidian in big chunks
· Obsidian is still used today in open heart and cosmetic surgery
· Melos is famous for the Venus Delemo statue fished out of the see
Andesite- Type of lava from Aegina used to make tools for grinding grain and nuts

Neolithic Hellas
(Silver Age)
Neolithic Revolution
· Not Violent but named this way because of the dramatic changes
· Men settle down for the first time 
· Stone tools still being used but can now be ground and polished
· There are new food choices and therefore a change in lifestyle
· The people now raise their own animals and plants

Agriculture
· Was not invented by the greeks but originated from the fertile crescent (syria) around 9000 B.C.E but did not spread to Europe until 6000 B.C.E
· This led to permanent settlements often on hill’s with what can be believed to be fortification walls
Why settle down? (the beer theory)
· Not a theory for the greeks but the fertile circle
· Feast with beer (beer makes you feel good) 
· Sense of social hierarchy
Domestication of grain requires
· Processing tools
· Storage Containers
Pottery- Important indicator of agriculture, if it holds something special it was decorated

Neolithic Thessaly
· Home of Helen 
· Home of Jason- Who sailed the ship to get the golden fleece
· Good for growing grain
· Mangoules
- Mounds of habitation 
- Houses all the same size 
-Stone foundations, Mud Brick walls 
- Roof made of woven Branches (Wattle) With a double plaster of mud over the branches - The plaster was decorated
- Few windows
- Hearth - Fire Pit
· These houses were considered the invention of prometheus
Sesklo (in Thessaly)
· Middle Neolithic village
· One house is larger than all the other but it is now known why

Middle Neolithic period = Secondary Product Rev
· Primary Animal Products: Meat, Hide, Milk
Secondary Products
· Cheese
· Woolen Textiles: for clothing, blankets (Change in Clothing)
Although none of these Woolen textiles survived we know they were made because of loom weights - Tool used to weave
· Basket Imprints have been found
· Oxen are domesticated for labour 
Owning Oxen meant you had wealth as they were bigger and stronger than sheep and goats

Middle Neolithic Pottery
· Still hand made put we see improvements in quality
· Flat Colour (Mat Finish) Is introduced
· Textile inspired decorations
Steatopygous Figurines
· Made of Clay
· Mostly female figures
· Fat bottoms and big breasts = shows signs of fertility (healthy body to breed)
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Dimini
· In Thessaly same area as sesklo
· Walls once seeming to be fortification now reconsidered as channeling for processions (ritual)
· Big spaces for manufacturing
· Larger building on  top of mound
· Called a Megaron 
-  Could resemble a temple however the exact use for this building is unknown
- Magaron means big
- Has Two rooms and a Narrow porch
- One was used for storage the other has a firepit
· Megalades - Formed by the rebuilding of the clay houses

Late Neolithic Change in Pottery
· Addition of a third colour (now black, red, and the colour of the pottery)
· Curved lines instead of Textile patterning
· Shiny Finish (being hardened in hotter fire)

· Crouching human or Fetus? Found in late Dimini
· This stone has two holes may have been worn as a necklace
· Demonstrates that polishing has been developed

Neolithic Burial Customs
1. Cremation of bodies and remains put in pots and placed in specific field
2. Inhumation burial of bodies in individual graves. Men outside the fortification walls and women and children buried under their houses or in the streets. The dead were buried with few goods.
Late Neolithic Change
· Domestication of two new plants (Olives and grapes)
· Completion of the mediterranean Triad
Domestication of grapes bring changes
· Behavior 
· Religion (wine makes you feel good) So the greeks thought it must be the gods and began worshiping the god of wine Dionysus
· Socialization- Big get togethers to drink wine (worship)
· Trade- Some made better wine than others 
· Town organization
 
Beem press - Olive oil
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Delta is of Dimini
Deka (10)
Acrophonic number system- used in the 5th century

Prehistoric Hellas
Paleolithic (gold)
Mesolithic
Neolithic (Silver)
Chalcolithic - Chalkos means copper = metallurgy
Bronze (Hesiod's bronze/heroic age) 

Prometheus is punished by zeus for stealing fire from the gods and giving it to the people. Chained to mountain to have liver eaten out everyday.
Atlas- Punished to hold up the earth

Early Bronze Age 
Bronze- Alloy of copper and tin or copper and arsenic. Must have been imported proving there is trade going on. Cyprus- Copper, Spain- Tin
Bronze items display wealth
· Mainland- Early Helladic
· Cyclades- Early Cyclades
· Crete - Early minoan 
 Commonalities
· Agriculture
· Metallurgy
· Language (Aegean) some words have survived
Lerna
· Famous Early Helladic site in the mainland
· Lernean Hydra and Harakles 
· Cottories the heads so that they cannot grow back
· Myth has to do with controlling water
House of tiles
· Monumental building 
· roof tiles made of sun baked clay
· on a fortified site
· corridor house
·  exterior bench
· storage rooms
· Ceiling archive- Lumps of clay with impressions, primitive writing, identifies possession, 70 different patterns
· 50 m in length 
· two stories 
· unknown use 
Early Helladic clay containers
· Hand made
· new shapes (sauce boats)
· no decorations
EH burial customs
· Multiple burials
· Cists graves- inhumation
· outside settlements
Agriculture, Metallurgy, Monumental buildings

Early Cyclades 
· Early cycladic marble “fiddle idol”
- religious? we don't know
- Made of flat marble stone (phone size)
· Marble figurines
- More realistic ranging in size from thumb size to life size
- Most have folded arms with weird heads and prominent noses
- Mouth and eyes may have been painted
- Thin and stand on tiptoes found by the handfuls in graves
· Male Marble Musicians
- Very few of these have been found
- Diaulus - type of flute with two tubes
- Epigonion- harp like instrument
- Heads thrown back
· Marble Pyxis 
- Container with lids to store small objects 
- Lots of incised decorations
Incised decorations are also on clay containers
· Zoomorphic Containers
- Animal shapes containers made of marble or clay
· Frying pan?
- Made of clay with incised decorations
- Could have held water to show reflection
- Fertility symbol?
- Flat surface for cosmetics?
Crete
· South of the Cyclades
· No large settlements, fortifications or monumental buildings
Houses- 3 stories, built with wood, some windows, decorated like the neolithic time period
· Early minoan burial customs
- House tombs- Different than mainland. each tomb was used many times even for a whole family
- Tholos Tombs- Round structures made of stone divided into rooms, may remains can be found inside
· EM Pottery
- Different Shapes 
- Still handmade with clay, incised decorations
· EM Metal Work
- Extraordinarily advanced metal workers 
- Gold was worked by hammering flat sheets of gold
- Gold wire (filigree)
- Gold balls (granulation)
- Probably learned from egypt
Arrival of the indo europeans
Middle bronze age 
· Arrived on horseback
· Myth of the centaurs
· Centauromachy= Centaurs vs lapiths (mythical battle)
· Changes brought by their arrival
- Language (early form of greek)
-Agriculture- Introduced horses to hellas
- Religion - The sky gods
- Architecture
- Burial customs
-Pottery (potters wheel)
·  Mainland 
-apsidal end houses
- Cists graves no longer instead individual burials inside settlements
· Wheel made pottery
- 2 new shapes 
- No colour 
· Cyclades
- Wheel made pottery 
- No more incised decorations
- Plastic looking decorations

With the arrival of the Indo Europeans the mainland regresses, the cyclades is static (not as effective) and Crete is advancing (Indo europeans have not arrived)

LECTURE 4
Epsilon is for Eros
(son of Aphrodite and Eros)
Centaurs represent a barbarian

Europa’s Journy
· Princess who loved animals 
· Is fascinated by a handsome tame bull (zeus in disguise)
· Rides fenesha (zeus) across the sea to Crete
· Becomes the mother of minos and two other sons
· They divide up crete
Daedalus and Pasiphae (wife of Minos)
· Minos upsets poseidon so he punishes him by making his wife have an unhealthy lust for a white bull
· Pasiphae gets with a white bull  getting pregnant 
· Gives birth to Daedalus a baby minotaur (half bull half human)
· Minos makes his handiman make a Labyrinth to hide his child and every year 7 youth are sacrificed to the minotaur
Theseus and Ariadne
· Stopped the sacrifices to the minotaur 
· Decided that he wanted to be one of the sacrificed youth so that he could slay the minotaur
· Enlists help of Ariadne who gives him a ball of wool so he can find his way back out
Sir Arthur Evans
· Excavated Knossos = Labyrinth of Daedalus? 
· Big open spaces with long confusing maze like hallways
· Labyrinth - double axe found all over knossos
Bull images can be found all over knossos could this reflect zeus and the minotaur
· Rhyton - Sacred container to pour libations (some have been found in the shapes of bulls) 
· Horns of consecrations - Resembles bull horns
· Fresco- Wall paintings 
Knossos throne?
· A small chair not big enough for a man could it be the throne of minos?
Common features
There were several palaces in mm crete
· complex plans
· ashlar masonry
· huge central courtyards
· storage areas
· theatrical areas
· multi story
Mallia- MM palace very similar to knossos
Minoans had the first flush toilet! (sophisticated water management)
Minoan pillars- inverted 
Knossos
· heavily restored 
· storage cists (big holes for dry goods)
· Pithoi (giant jars for liquid such as wine and olive oil)
Minoan palaces were centers of
· Economy
· administration
· religion
· government
· industry

3 types of writing on crete
Phaistos disk
· Size of bread plate
· Stamped on both sides while clay was wet with 45 different symbols
· It is undeciphered (we don't know what it says or what it means)
· Unique (only artifact with these symbols)
· Could it be a fake?
Linear A
· Written in linear lines on wet clay tablets
· 90 different symbols
· Non greek language
· undeciphered
· for administrative use

Minoan Religion
· Storage areas are connected to areas of religion
· Religion is connected to agriculture
· Important to keep the gods of agriculture happy
Who was the Deity?
· Snake goddess
· Snakes show regeneration/ rebirth
· Bared breasts considered as sign of fertility
· Is depicted being worshipped both inside and outside
Peak sanctuary
· Place of worship in the mountains that has 3 different alters
· Horns of consecration
· Peak Sanctuary Rhyton
The minoans worshipped inside outside, in the mountains and in caves

Who ruled knossos?
· Palaces may have been governed by priests
Industry centers- gold working, advanced pottery, importance of agriculture
Harvesters vase- shows people in a parade holding agricultural instruments
mising bottom half one of them has fallen down (can you find it?)
Gold- Came from egypt 
The minoans are depicted in Egypt they were known as Keftiu

Thucydides
· Second great greek historian 
· Suggests that Minos was the thalassocracy
· Paved road from knossos to the sea 
Thera: akrotiri housing
· Island of sand terini
· Blew up and was preserved under volcanic ash
· Houses the same as crete
· No bodies found (the people got out before the eruption)

When did Thera erupt?
· Early summer sometime between 1628-1660
1450 BCE- end of minoans (eruption did not end them)
