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A Friday Afternoon At the mosque









Identification: 
The religious tradition I attended was the Islamic Salat Al Jouma (Friday prayer). The Friday prayer is traditionally the most formal prayer attended at the mosque. The mosque I attended follows the Sunni Islamic sect. The name of the mosque is Dar Al Sunnah (Dar Al - the house of, Sunnah - the habits of the prophet Mohammed), which is located at 1216 Hunt Club Rd, Ottawa. The service was held on Friday, October 2, 2015 at 12:45 pm. 
Building:
	The building was a square and off-white in colour. It blended in well with the buildings around it, which is unusual since most mosques have a high spherical tower with a domed roof decorated by a crescent moon shape. Perhaps this mosque had to follow some sort of building code regulations as it was in a newer part of the city. The building was facing north-east, because when praying, Muslims have to pray in the direction of Al Kaaba (Islam’s most sacred mosque located in Mecca, Saudi Arabia). 
There is absolutely nothing to indicate on the outside of the building that it is a mosque, not even a sign. The only subtle hint that makes the building stand out are the few windows that are placed too high for someone to look in. Since we are used to seeing buildings in a residential neighbourhood with a lot of windows; a white brick building with thin windows at the top stands out as odd. 
Inside, shoes are immediately removed and then people proceed to the wudu (ablution) room which is where one washes to prepare for prayer. To the right of the entrance is the main praying room, whose floors are carpeted. At the back, there is a section covered by curtains. In front of the covered section there is a row of chairs. At the very front of the main room, there is a platform for the leader to give his speech. There is nothing special about the platform other than it is slightly raised and has microphones. The walls are decorated with Arabic writings which are mostly exerts from the Quran and words to praise the prophet Mohammed. The absence of art gives the appearance of modesty to the building and an emphasis the direct connection between the congregation and their God.
Congregation:  
	There are about 150 men in the main room, the youngest being about 10. The majority of the congregation were young adults and middle-aged men. Women are behind the curtain at the back of the room and there is no part of the service particularly for children. Unlike other religious services, there is little participation from the congregation. The congregation sits on the carpeted floor to listen to the Imam’s (leader) speech. The chairs in the back of the curtain are for the elderly men who can no longer kneel.
Overall, the ethnic composition seemed to mostly be African and Middle-Eastern. There is no formal group for children at the Mosque during the Friday service, however, there is a woman who usually does not stay in the main room for the service so someone can care for the smaller children.
Leadership:
The Imam’s full name is Mohammad Jaber, who is a male in his late twenties. The Imam was wearing the traditional Muslim white robe. The Imam also had a long beard. He stands at the front, on the platform, facing the congregation. Other than a man announcing upcoming events held at the mosque before introducing the particular Imam leading the service that day, there is no one else that leads any part of the service other than the Imam.


Service:
The service has a duration of 45 minutes. Mostly, the service was in English with the exception of the prayers recited by the Imam in Arabic, which the Imam then translates to English. Even if the whole congregation was English speaking, there would still be some Arabic prayers as the Quran is written in Arabic and it is seen as the one true form of the religion. To translate the Quran is seen as less than ideal as the meanings are often lost in translation. Furthermore, the prayers said five times a day must be said in Arabic even if you don’t know how to speak the language.
There are no symbols or props used in the service. The Imam has no notes or books to read from, everything is by memory. There is no music in the service either. When people first come in, they acknowledge their presence in the mosque by doing ‘The Mosque greeting prayer’ (Tahyat Al Masged) which is two rounds of the prayer that is said five times a day.
Following the greeting prayer, an elder announces upcoming events at the mosque and introduces the Imam that will lead the service for that day. A mosque can have numerous Imams that can lead a service. The Imam starts with a prayer, indicating to the congregation that it is praying time (known as adaan). 
Following the adaan, the Imam says a sermon. This particular day, the Imam started with the story of the Prophet Mohammed’s immigration at the beginning of Islam. He continued on by telling how much the prophet struggled as he went on a pilgrimage in an effort to get people to join Islam. The Imam linked this story to Muslim’s who live in North America as immigrants. The Imam said that Muslim immigrants need to learn from Prophet Mohammed’s immigration story by being a positive influence. Muslim immigrants should mix with others in their new community rather than living in cultural isolation. He then moved on to mention that not a lot of Muslims vote in Canada and highlighted that it needs to change. 
After his speech, the Imam said a blessing to the congregation and everyone in the congregation faced their palms towards the ceiling. When the blessing was over, everyone said Amen in unison. 
The most important part of the service seemed to be after the sermon, the two rounds of Friday noon prayers, as some people walked in after the sermon part of the service. The next thing was the two rounds of prayers that are said every Friday at noon. With everyone standing in rows side by side, the Imam recites some of the Quran as the congregation bows and kneels accordingly. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After both rounds of prayer is over, the congregation shakes hand with the people next to them before leaving. 
