Anthropology 1020E
Linguistic Anthropology 

Lecture 1 oct.22nd 
What is linguistic anthropology?

The study of language use in its socio-cultural context  
Language is a characteristic and is a uniquely human product 
· How it is conceptualized. 
· Each group has it’s own idea of language. EX. people talk in baby voices to kids thinking it will help them understand better, it doesn’t.
· How language might have begun
· Not sure when it exactly started, although hypothesis language started with sign language
· How it is learned
· Language is a way of retaining knowledge of other culture.  Your language changes ovr tie as you continue to grow vocabulary and learn new ways of speaking EX. formally etc.
· How it varies
· Through out your life span (and throughout time) your language will vary. EX. caries from in a classroom to a best friend. 
· Between 6,000-7,000 languages in the world
· Variations in how different genders use language
· How it is written down, read and played with
· 4,000-5,000 writing systems
· language play is puns, jokes, etc.
· How language diversity affects language use
· What determines how you use language

Other areas of study
Sociocultural anthropology vs. Linguistic anthropology 
· What is the structure of family relationships?
· How do parents and children speak differently?

Linguistics vs. Linguistic anthropology
· Linguists ask if it’s grammatical:
· *She bread grew up.      She never grew up.
· Linguistic anthropologists - ask why and what does it mean?

Research process
· Research questions
· How does language reflect or influence some aspect of social life?
· Collecting data
· Participant observation
· Everyday talk
· Interviews
· Surveys
· Naturally occurring talk
· Experiments
· Analysis of written documents
· Research assistants
· Analysis

Language shift and revitalization among the Mopue of Venezuela
·  Endangered Carib language with 3 speakers, bilingual Spanish-Mapoyo
· Recently developed alphabet (2003)
· Little previous description
· Introduction of a language class
· Different sound system than Spanish (2 more vowels, less consonants, one different consonant)
· Different word order: SOV

Lecture 2 oct. 27th 
Relationship between language and culture	

Language influences how we interpret the world and divide it up

Separation of language and culture 
· Analytical resource
· Humans as bio-cultural entities
· Language is not possible without culture, and culture is not possible without language, because they evolve together. They need eachother!
· Children: need social interaction, cant develop full language past 6 years old without interaction
· Mental linguistics: comments about language (please and thank you)

Language embedded in culture
· speech community: English speakers 
· discourse communities: discourse of lack- words have different meanings, shaped by cultural ideals
· Imagined community: canadian english speakers
· things that unite you
· havent met all people but have a connection with them 
· separate others
· ideas on how supposed to speak- turns into stereotype (eh?)
· constant change, struggle for recognition

Connections between language and culture
· simultaneous acquisition of language and culture
· language happens through experience
· can keep getting more specific (specialized) (tree, type of tree, scientific name)
· different levels of language (vocab is easiest)







Sapir-whorf
Edward sapir and Benjamin whorf came up with sapir-whorf hypothesis
Two axioms (ideals to be true):
· Linguistic relativity 
· The grammatical distinctions, vocabulary and sentence structure of the language(s) we speak influence how we experience and think about the world
· Language guides us to pay attention to some features and ignore others
· Speakers of different languages live in different “worlds”
· Every language is equally capable of expressing everything speakers need to say
· Linguistic determinism
· “Sapir-Whorf hypothesis” (strong version)
· Linguistic categories determine how we experience and think about the world
Basically saying; language influences how we see the world. The way you talk about things leads to perception and how you act towards them.

Linguistic Relativity
· Grammatical distinctions, vocab and structure of language influence how we experience and think of the world 
· language guides to pay attention to same features and ignore others
· speakers of different languages live in different worlds
· every language capable of expressing everything speakers need to say
· culturally embedded, cultural logic
Linguistic Determinism
Noun Classes
· Dyirbal (northern Australia)
· 4 noun classes with corresponding suffixes:
1. men, most animate objects (-i or -ul) 
2. women, water, fire, violence, exceptional animals (-an or -un)
3. edible fruit and vegetables (-am or -um)
4. miscellaneous (-a or -u)
Noun Classes
Ojibwe (surrounding Great Lakes)
2 gender classes: 
1. Animate: people, spirits, mythological beings, animals, birds, fish, insects, trees, celestial bodies
· Demonstrative: 	‘that man’  a’aw inini
· Verb suffix: 	‘I see a girl.’ Ikwezens niwaabamaa)
· Plural suffix 	-g
· Inanimate: manufactured things, some natural features (lakes, mountains)
· Demonstrative:	 ‘that shoe’ i’iw makizin 
· Verb suffix: 	I see a boat. (Jiimaan niwaabandaan ) 
· Plural suffix	 -n








Kinship
Distinctions among kinship terms based on:
1. Gender
· brother/sister, aunt/uncle, mum/dad
2. Generation
· son/daughter, grandson/granddaughter, great-grandfather/great-grandchildren
3. Blood; biology
· sister/step-sister, mother/mother-in-law, brother/half brother
4. Status: previous, current, future
· wife/ex-wife, husband/fiancé
· Eskimo system is ours: intermediate (no separation between extended family)
· Suadanise kinship terminology: name for each kinship relationship (maternal vs. paternal aunt)
· Don’t learn kinship right from beginning
· Hawaiian is most simple kinship system (only generation and gender matters)
· Crow/Omaha: difference between mother and father side (some generations distinct on one side but not the other). Different names for aunts and uncles based on what side their on. 
· Different names for cousins (cross: potential spouse vs. parallel)
· Incest based on how you think of them, not just biological
· Not just labels, it gives responsibility 

Directional
indicate position or direction of something in relation to speaker or other referent
3 types:
1. relative – never the same (up/down, left/right, front/back in relation to the speaker)
2. absolute – for making maps and references (north, east, south etc.) 
3. intrinsic (seward/mountainward or uphill/downhill)
· relative to something else and depends on context, reference can shift
· Language doesn't absolutely determine thoughts but does influence interpretations


Colour 
· don’t colour code the same way
· basic colour term: 10 basic categories (red, blue, green, purple, orange, black, white, grey, yellow, brown)
· first teams white, black and grey
· order of when colours start to distinguish and separate 

 Lecture 3 Wednesday Oct. 29th
How does language affect thought

· In cases where human children have grown up without being exposed to language, they were able to easily learn a language later on in life.  T F
· Define 'language shift' and give an example of why this phenomenon occurs.
2 methods for research
survey and questionnaires 



Lecture 4 Nov. 3rd 
How does language work

Parts of language
· Vocabulary (Lexicon) complex and always learning/expanding, we are very conscious of it
· Grammatical structure (Grammar) anything that speakers use and understand, not like school, no right and wrong
· Language use (Pragmatics) combining vocabulary and grammatical structure in order to use and understand language 
· Language as a system of signs used in context

The linguistic sign:
Arbitrary relationship between signifier (gestures; try to interpret sounds) and signified (what the signifier suggests)
· Signifier (can be gestures used in sign language but focusing on sounds)
· Phonetics – study of sounds of language 
· Language and sounds - “Sounds of the world’s languages” 
· languages select and use particular sounds. 
· Air from lungs is the easiest way to make sounds. 
· No one speaks in the exact same way

· International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) – shows all the sounds of the world. Vowels have no restrictions on air (unrestricted air flow), constants have some sort of restriction.
· English stops have aspirations (phonetic, insignificant)
·                 [pͪ ɪt] vs. [spɪt] – they have different sounds although they look as if they would have the same sound
· Clicks in Khoisan (different languages use different sounds, that wont make sense to use) 
· Phonology – study of speech sounds (attention to sounds and meaning) Language specific, because sounds affect each other when they are combined and separated (syllables) 
· Phoneme: smallest meaningful unit of sound (changing one letter can change the whole sound or it will sounds similar still)
· bat, sat, mat	        cup, cap, cop	       tip, tin, Tim
· after age of 12, hard to produce other language sounds

· Signified
· Meaning based on both content and use
· Denotation: Reference may not exist
· The king of Canada – sounds right, makes sense, but it doesn’t actually exist.
· Connotation: culturally specific
· EX. The color White in English: pure, innocent, weddings (English)
· White: mourning, death, funerals (Chinese)
· Iconicity
· Meaning by imitation
· Onomatopeias – resembles how nature sounds





Morphology
Study of the structure of words and relationships between word parts
· Morpheme - smallest meaningful unit of grammar
· free morpheme: love
· bound morphemes: 
	love-ly,  un-lov-ed,  lov-ing

how words get constructed 
Affixation
1. Prefixes
· reorder, untie, overcook
2. Suffixes
· privatize, washable, enormously
Affixation can: 
1. change word class or meaning (see above)
2. indicate grammatical relationship
· computers, smartest, given
· Portuguese:  filho/filha		grito/gritava/gritei
Creativity of language EX. The word fuck, can be a verb, adjective, or in the middle of a sentence.

Syntax
· Meaning depends on word order
· Every language has rules in grammar for how words can combine 
· active vs. passive construction
· questions vs. statements vs. commands
· Subject vs. object
· Ambiguity – uncertain meanings aka can have multiple meanings. EX. “I saw the girl with binoculars” could be either you had binoculars or she had the binoculars ie. One sentence can mean different things

Paradigmatic and syntagmatic relationships
· Paradigmatic
· The house is blue, red, green, Old, new, decrepit, etc. 
· Syntagmatic
· The boy lives in London

Putting Sentences Together: Discourse
· Sequence of sentences or utterances
· Largest unit for study of language
· story, conversation, speech, etc.
· Language in use, in context depends on the setting/who we are talking to determines what language we use. 
· Linguistic anthropologists often focus on discourse
· Everything is culture specific, because language is used differently/ communicated differently in every culture. 





Lecture 5 
How is language used to accomplish social goals?

Main ideas:
1. Language is a set of resources we have that helps us accomplish social goals
2. Everything we say is a form of social action
· Language not only describes our world, it helps to create it
3. “Knowing” a language means knowing how to use it appropriately
· No social goal without people around

Some examples of social goals
· Influencing behaviour of others
· Communicating information
· Obtaining or creating knowledge
· Expressing solidarity, shared viewpoints
· Expressing emotions
· Constructing or performing identities
· Establishing and maintaining social distinctions


How we uses language to accomplish social goals
· Choosing what to say and how
· Using linguistic resources 
· Building on the talk of others
· Repeating, responding, reinforcing, challenging 

Linguistic resources
· Languages, varieties, dialects, styles
· Indirect language
· Speech acts 
· Knowledge of conversational maxims and the co-operative principle
· Contextualization cues
· Frames

Speech act theory: saying is doing
· Performatives: 
· utterances that do something to change the state of things in the world or have a real effect
· “felicitous” performatives depend on authority of speaker and appropriate context of utterance

speech act analysis
“Felicity conditions” must be met for speech act to be accomplished: 
1. Speaker has ability and authority 
2. Utterance fulfills characteristics of speech act
· First person, present tense, performative verb
3. Speaker has sincere intentions
4. Speech act recognized by hearer
5. Performance of the linguistic act has real consequences

Expanding speech act theory
· All utterances are some form of social action
· Everything we say is doing something meaningful in the social world
· All utterances are performative in some sense

Grice maxim’s for co-operative conversation
Quantity: 
· be informative, but don’t say too much
Quality: 
· be truthful
Relation: 
· be relevant
Manner: 
· avoid ambiguity, be coherent

using language to accomplish social goals
· Violating conversational maxims
· Going against them, being unco-operative
· Flouting conversational maxims
· Being obvious about violating maxims
· Indirectly communicates another message
· Ex. Seinfeld http://youtu.be/av64gOA9nXM 

Situated inferences
· Implicit suggestions or understandings in an utterance
· Assumptions about shared knowledge

Communicative competence
· Social goals are accomplished jointly through talk in interaction
· Appropriately producing and interpreting utterances and being able to interact successfully with other speakers
Acquiring and evaluating communicative competence
· This happens throughout your life in communities of practice
· Competence depends on experiences and it is not distributed equally
· Ex. Hockey play-by-play

Conclusion
· We choose what to say and how to say it according to the situational context:
· who is present 
· what our goal is
· what we assume to be shared knowledge
· We have many linguistic resources to choose from in the production and interpretation of speech






Wednesday Nov. 12th
We are language – chapters 1-2  Barbra Meeks 

Endangered languages 
· Large shift 
· If things continue 50% of languages will disappear by 2050 (3,000 languages or less)
· Language hot spots
· Few success stories of languages coming back, but more and more are being endangered ex. No one speaks Latin anymore. When Latin disappeared, French, Italian, etc. all appeared BUT now no new languages are being created even though many are disappearing
· Knowledge and biological diversity also disappear with language 

We should we care?
· Would it be better if we all just spoke the language?
· Most endangered languages undocumented/underdocumented
· Loss of linguistic diversity. Speakers who have all the knowledge are dying and therefore the language dies because they haven’t passed on the language to their kids.
· Loss of knowledge encoded in language. The kids don’t know how healing rituals, political views etc. in their language. 
· Speakers themselves would like to reverse these roles. Not always been the case, used to say yeah whatever about heir language, but know they want to preserve their language 
· We need to document these languages to preserve the knowledge. Want recordings

What needs to be done
· Raise awareness
· Document language, not written but make recordings
· Understand language shift, why are people letting go of their language? There are many people who chose not to speak their language to their children where as some want their kids to grow up with their language EX. if the parent went through a traumatic experience and therefore doesn’t want their kids to go through it too
· Engage in language revitalization, bringing the language back
· Support revitalization activities; support the creation of new speakers. Long term projections (20 years) to get parents to teach their kids the language. This goes farther than just the speakers reserving their own language. There is research in lowering alcohol rates, drug rates, employment rates going up all when kids are more rooted in their language, ie. Understanding where they came from, their heritage/culture.  

Barbra Meek 101
“We are language”
· Kaska language, athabaskan language in the Yukon
· Ethnography of language revitalization 
· Engage all themes of what needs to be done

Chapter 1: situating the story
· Geographical context: location, population, distribution
· Historical context: contact, been a rapid change (happened recently)
· Cultural context: kinship, activities. Individual families have their own dialects. Ways in behaving. Grow up understanding the cultural practices if you spoke the language 
· Linguistic context: language shift, ideologies, policies, practices. How people actually use the language 
Chapter 2: understanding loss and revitalization
· Shifts in the sociolinguistic landscape
· Revitalization: creation of new first language speakers
· The view from anthropology:
· Complement to formal linguistics studies
· Addresses ideological, interactional and cultural dimensions. What ideas surround the language when appropriately is the language used
· Looks at the process from a socialization perspective 
· Sociolinguistic disjuncture
· Moments where practices and ideas about language diverge, moments of contradiction- these highlight the problems of why the language is not being passed on. Contradiction between what is being said and what is being done. Why is everyone speaking English ha  
· Between ideas and practices between practices, between ideas shared by a group or across groups, between indexical orders. Some people think kaska needs to go in the school and some people think it should be kept in the home.  
· Need to focus on all these not just one 

Lecture 6 Nov. 17th 
Writing effects 

- Writing is secondary to language.

Main ideas
· Language is mainly oral (or signed) writing is a late and not always necessary tool
· implicit suggestions/understandings in an utterance are called situated inferences
· Orality and literacy have different characteristics
· Literacy depends on particular cultural characteristics
· Literacies as process is much more than deciphering marks


Orality
· main form of language for most human history
· difficult to imagine world without writing 
· traces of orality remain in speech

Characteristics of conversational speech characteristics
· transient 
· additive/rhapsodic
· aggregative (ritual communication)
· redundant/copious (repeat things)
· people entered
· loosely structured
· context dependent




Literacy
· Writing shows up about 3000BC
·  as the first form of writing (Mesopotamia)
· Great Divide between oral cultures and literate cultures
· Hisotry/Pre-history
· cuneiform 1st writing form 
· writing is qualitative to cultural differences
· writing developed naturally with complex sociocomplexity (divided by class)

writing 
· imperfect representation of speech sounds
· many different ways of doing it
· level of representation: Logographs, syllabaries, alphabets (individual sounds)
· graphing=unit of writing 
· oral changes faster than writing

writing and power
· Writing associated with power
· Universal literacy a recent phenomenon
· Writing requires formal education
· Institutions develop to control it
· Moral panics over new mediums
· Texting 
· Communities of practice
· Requires very good understanding of the language
· Knowledge of oral and written language
· Gr8, LOL, 

social construction of literacy
· literacy as multiple and social practice
· different masteries (scientific, press, manuals)
· literacy events

Conclusion
· Writing is as arbitrary as other aspects of language
· Literacy contrasts with orality but they are also constructed as oppositions
· Shared knowledge and situated inferences are also necessary to produce and interpret written texts
You can read something but may not understand it, you have to understand where its from and its context

Lecture 7   Nov. 24th 
How do we use language to divide & unite people

-Varieties, Dialects and Styles
Identities, Language Ideologies, Indexicality



Practice Questions
· True or False: The development of oral languages is arbitrary whereas the development of writing systems is not.
· Short Answer: In the West, writing tends to be elevated above orality, deemed more important and better appreciated than speaking. What Discourse was discussed in class to help explain the privilege of writing in the West and why? 

Main Ideas 
1. Language is inherently variable
2. People have different sets of linguistic resources depending on their life experiences
3. Our use of language identifies us as belonging to certain social groups and not others
4. We assign different values to particular ways of speaking
5. Identity is a process of doing, not a state of being
6. Language ideologies affect perceptions of self and others
7. Language is used to create social inequalities, reproduce them or challenge them

Linguistic resources:
1. Languages 
· mother tongue
· = native language
· = first language
· official language
· standard language
· other languages
2. Dialects 
· mutually intelligible varieties of a single language; identified by region
· Ex. Dialects of English:
· Canadian,  Australian, Irish
· Ex. Dialects of French:
· French (France), Moroccan, Quebecois
3. Varieties
· a subdivision of a language related to place or community with recognizable phonological, morphological, lexical and semantic features
· Ex.  African American English, urban adolescent paulista Portuguese, caregiver speech
4. Styles 
· variations in linguistic expression according to context or situation 
· Phonological variation (pronunciation)
· “Did you eat yet?” vs. “Jeet yet?”
· Lexical variation (word choice)
· poo vs. stool
· Syntactic variation (grammar) 
· “In conclusion, we have seen the different ways in which children learn independence.”
· “So those are different ways that children learn to do things by themselves.”
· Styles combine phonological, lexical and grammatical choices
· Linguistic styles can work with other expressions of style





[bookmark: _GoBack]
Acquire linguistic resources
Through interactions in different contexts:
· Social groups
· School
· Religious institutions
· Public mass communication
· Media
· Workplace
Access to linguistic resources is not equal

Identity
· Identity is a process of continuous repeated performance, regulated by others
· We have multiple identities
· Identities emerge and shift in interaction
· The human tendency to categorize (people) usually results in inequalities

Creasting identity through language
· Gender is a continuous performance that we repeat throughout our lives (Judith Butler)
· Identity is a process of repeatedly and continuously doing, not a state of being


ideology
· Attitudes, beliefs, opinions, theories about the way the world works and the way it should work
· Includes value judgements
· Learned as the “natural” way of things

Language ideologies
· Beliefs and theories about the way language works
· Ideas or opinions about what is “good” or “bad” language
· Attitudes or beliefs about people based on their ways of speaking
· Are always about more than language
· cultural identity, moral values, political interests, social stereotypes
· Almost always serve the interests of a specific social or cultural group
· Connect forms of talk with social structures
· Are mostly unconscious
· Can emphasize or erase differences

Indexicality
Index:  a sign that points to its referent object through direct connection or occurrence in the same context
· Connecting ways of speaking to categories of people
· Language can index social relations, values, identities, etc.
· The meanings assigned to a certain way of speaking vary across social groups or cultures
The process:
1. A particular aspect of speech is selected as meaningful, noticeable
2. A certain meaning is associated with that aspect of speech
· with positive or negative values
· Positive or negative values attributed to the speakers (generates stereotypes)
3. Imitate that stereotypical way of speaking to mark difference and take a stance or perform an identity
· Sterotypes are seen through indexicality. 

Conclusion
· Ideology and indexicality play a role in how language is used to unite and divide people
· People make use of racial, ethnic or gendered ways of speaking to perform their own identities
· Become aware of the assumptions, the ideologies, behind representations of groups of people
· think about what is being indexed
· think about whose perspective is privileged

Wednesday Nov.26th 
We are our language – chapters 3-4 Barbra Meeks

Chapter 3: Growing up endangered
· Focus is on “…the sociolinguistic conventions mediating adult utterances across language revitalization contexts in order to examine a fuller range of the elements affecting language learner’s Kaska acquisition” (58) 
· Aboriginal head start
· Unability to sit still attributed to lack of kaska language skills
· Directives, isolated vocabulary focus 
· Elders come and talk to young kids, ie. Storytelling (teaching traditions through a story)
· Kaska house of language workshop 
· Full interaction, variety of topics
· Elementary school
· Does age, and institutions play a part in continuing the language 
· Vocabulary, some literacy, little variation
· Literacy has become a problem. 
· House
· She looked at the house (this private domain where rules are made in the family) to compare the problems in the elementary school institution. 
· English dominance, school practices, 
· code-switching (mainly English dominance) 
· Bush
· ideal place for kasaka to show itself BUT instead it is English dominance and similar to house. Not using the kaska language. Especially in kids who don’t really care and will just use English (they don’t care to learn kaska)

Chapter 4: Manufacturing legitimate languages 
· “examine the ways in which institutional practices, especially English language practices, disrupted Kaska language activities within and beyond the classroom… practices intended to raise the status of Kaska(language planning)…inadvertently maintained its subordination”
· focus on two thins: Language documentation and aboriginal language media
· Participant roles: elders, “expert” linguists
· Texts and lessons – need to train speakers. Maybe we could change headings in to kaska. Make kaska something you could study it in school
· Graphic representations: 
· Icons – leaves out bilingual, semi- speakers. Everyone also speaks English 
· Maps


REVIEW
What have you learned?
· Awareness of how people use language
· Tools for identifying and describing linguistic practices
· An appreciation for variations in language
Understanding language issues in current events, media and TV/film
· Indexicality, performance of identity, language ideologies


Big ideas from linguistic anthropology:
1. Language is an essential part of what makes us human
2. All living languages are always changing
3. People use linguistic resources to accomplish both practical and social goals
· E.g. style-switching, code-switching, word choice, pronunciation variations, politeness, verbal art…..
4. What is appropriate (“good” or “bad”) language depends on culture and context

Practice Questions
· True or False: Style-switching is easier than dialect switching because a lot of what we do when speaking a dialect is unconscious.
· Short Answer: (Language) Ideology and indexicality play a role in how language is used to unite and divide people. Define both language ideology and indexicality. Using examples of either ideology or indexicality discussed in class, explain/show how language has the ability to create and/or erase differences among groups. 


Anthropology 1020E
Linguistic Anthropology

Lecture 1 0ct22¢
Whatis linguistic anthropelogy?
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