Sociocultural Anthropology					sept. 8
· is the study of humans, the ways of being human and includes people past and present
4 Field approach to anthro 
sociocultural, linguistic, biological, archaeology 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
What is sociocultural anthro?
· grew from intersection of european discovery, colonialism and natural science
· anthro is general and specific
· in SA we’re interested in common features of all humans and specific ways in which particular people live. Study specific groups of people to understand their culture.
· It is broadly comparative, taking all societies in account and treating them equal. anthro rooted in descriptive richness that comes out of the specific encounter anthropologists have with particular people and places
· Try to make the unfamiliar familiar, and vise versa

Common misconceptions about anthro
· It’s the study of everyone, including ourselves, not just the study of people in places that seem different and exotic to us
· Tabloids misinterpret anthropological studies. Tabloids criticize other cultures more than try to understand them

Rites of passage; sociocultural phenomenon
· People put in to the same situation will form bonds EX. young people separated from parents, dressed up temporarily different, behave in unusual ways and bond together because of this (Frosh Week)
· ritualized means by which people in many societies move from one status to another 
· importance of liminal or on the threshold period for those going through it, when people reshape themselves

Ethnography is research on case studies in the field
Rebekah Nathans wrote a book my freshman year. Nathans unexpected findings;
getting around campus, why students sleep in class, differences in faculty and student expectations
faculty (teachers): thought students study topics they find interesting no matter how impractical
Students: concerned with practical relevance
					
Lecture 2: Sept. 10
History of Anthro
· colonies of Europe started expansion around the world. can study the world through scientific method and study of people

Arm chair anthro
· 19th century researchers collected and compared their accounts of societies and cultures around the world. (put order to chaos)
· EB Taylor: English, tried to make sense of religious practices and found religion does something for people
· Basically sit and study other peoples previously collected data on society and cultures around the world.
· problem with this method is inconsistency 

Fieldwork
· the opposite; get up and go embrace in the culture in order to understand it. First hand experiences is the real way in understanding people
· Malinowski was a researcher near Papa New Guinea (the father of ethnography)
· Mead went to Somalia and wanted to engage in everyday activities with them

Features of ethnographic research/fieldwork
· Participant-observation over long periods of time
· interviews, surveys, focus groups, and other formal social research methods
· questions usually change as time goes on
· “the key to ethnographic success is being there” txt. 23
· 
Peter Just with Dou Donggo
· see txt 14-21
· found it was a wrongful conviction
· would be studied differently by historian, sociologist and criminologist. they wouldn't get full story

Advantages of Fieldwork
· able to connect to the work
· participation gives a bigger understandment and experience.
Disadvantages
· subject to bias
· subjectivity of participant observation
· Ethical  problems
· what happens when become friends with research subjects
· problems that come from research with marginal, vulnerable populations (txt. 32)

Lecture 3: Sept. 15

Culture
· meaning has changed overtime
· has been anthropologys most significant contribution to modern thought
· Tylor: Complex whole of knowledge, belief, morals and other capabilities acquired as member of society
· Malinowski: an integrated whole with human ideas, crafts, beliefs and customs
· TODAY: has to do with aspects of human cognition and activity that derived from what we learn as members of society, one learns a great deal with what we’re not taught
· Unwritten rules of what to do
· food and embodiment of culture: what is gross to one is edible to another
· The need to classify is universal however what we classify in categories is not (what is edible or not)

What culture is not
· not an alternative to race
· it enables us to talk about human diversity as a product of something other than biology (religion)
· Boas: countered american beliefs in hereditary weakness and inferiority of certain immigrant nationalities
· emphasis on nurture of nature and culture on hereditary 
· Boas and students worked on fighting racism and ethnocentrism (own way of doing things is superior)

Cultural relativism doesn't equal moral relativism 
Cultural Relativism - Understand cultures relative to one another not compare to a superior culture. 
Culture (beliefs, customs, and ethics) is different to each. Ie. Right and wrong are culture specific (what’s moral in one society is not moral in another) therefore we cant judge other cultures because no universal standard of morality exists.
· see things as wrong and address them but need to be careful our ideals don't affect things
· dont pass judgement but explain

Medical Anthro
· medical problems related to culture
· since every human is built the same should get sick the same way
· treat our bodies like machines
· distinguish between disease (diagnosed) and illness (own perspectives)
· cultural bound syndromes 
· anorexia and bulimia as disorders that indicate complex tendency between physiology and society
· cancer is disease and illness
· Paul Farmer: health care as human right but not a moral relativist 
· global infant mortality not due to culture but accessibility 
· cant focus on only culture because:
· assume too much adherence within particular group of people (overlook diversity)
· exaggerate differences among people as cost of recognizing connections
										
Lecture 4: Sept. 22
How do social relations shape our lives?
· view behaviour as an outcome of mental maps provided by culture
· human behaviour also aspect of our nature as members of a social species

Society
· like culture, society used to discuss both universal features of human life and particular examples of it
· we may have culture but belong to a society
· make society by social interactions with one another
· and interest in society has more to do with understanding rules and regularities that govern social behaviour
· think of horse, dog, cat and treat them human like 
· can break rules when comfortable with someone and are alone

social structure
· american cultural anthropologists took cultural as central study topic, british social anthropologists focused on social structure (relationships)
· social relations are patterned and predictable (carries on through generations)
· how do people organize themselves? how do groups relate to one another?
· Brown- brother in law jokes with wife to avoid sexual tension towards her
· in societies, certain seemingly unusual behaviours are characterized and associated with certain relationships 
· Pattern of joking with opposite sex, in laws. Men avoiding mother in law
· 2 ways out of potentially sticky situation-anything or nothing goes

Explaining pattern in relationship between mothers brother and sisters son in different societies
· societies that this pattern of relationships are patrilineal-men inherit from fathers
· in such societies, fathers tend to be strict and must be respected with mothers, more tender and indulgent
· Brown Solution: young men group mothers brothers with mothers and interact with them accordingly
· men and women relationship strict
· male to male relationship more indulgent
· societies could be studied as self perpetuating entities as though in homeostatic equilibrium

how to explain social change
· today more inclined to emphasize dynamic properties of social life and agency of individuals whose actions both constrained and enabled by structure but have consequences. both intended and unintended - that can change structure (txt. 61)
· People will surprise you
										
Lecture 5:	Sept. 29
What doesn't change?
· social relationships with biological roots
· what is kinship and why it matters?
· family is base set of relationships
· can ask everyone about family

marriage- Universal?
· all societies have some type but vary
· partnership
· love isn't alway in it in some cultures
· important in constituting functioning households
· marriage important in deepening/establishing connections among groups of people 
· marriage associated with transfer of wealth: bride price- husband pays for wife, bride service-husband works for wife family, dowry-wife gives to husbands family

Heterosexual monogamy normal marriage?
· across cultural through time provide support for the view that civilization/ social orders depend on this
· research suppress conclusion that vast array of family types can contribute to stable and humane society 

Other kinds of marriage
· historical and cross cultural examples of same sex
· polygamy- 1 partner with multiple partners
· polygyny- one man many women
· polyandry - one woman many men
· fraternal polyandry- one women marries brothers
· in indian himalayas 
· to save land
· has to follow tradition so don't same family
· more boys born than women

why polyandry
· effects of polyandry on population growth 
· in contexts with limited inheritable land to sustain communities, has advantages
· men may be absent for long periods of time and other husband can be there to keep household going
· Biological father leads to responsibility 
· hard to tell for sure who father is

Patrilineal decent - who father is matters the most, have their last name
Matrilineal decent- men still more likely dominate political life but women more powerful
- Determine who you can marry, what you will inherit, where you live, roles you will play

Malinowski in Trabriand islands
· matrilineal 
· thought would turn to patrilineal 
· origin myths stressed brother-sister bond, not husband wife bond
· access to productive land through matrilinealness
· children understood to be reincarnations of matrilineal ancestor 
· father plays no role in reproduction
· Folk theory of reproduction
· women got pregnant through intervention of spirits of dead members of matrilinage 
· husbands understood to play no role in conception but did contribute to fetus development (thats why they look similar)
· the facts of procreation are well explained by a seed being planted in soil and plant grows out of seed
· islanders called this missionary talk

Seed and Soil
· implies seed made of 1 identity instead of half and half genes (monogenetic)
· folk theory itself: common in modern theolistic
· Folk theories on reproduction common and powerful
· They reveal how we think about gender, identity, social relations
· Facts of life
· where did i come from represents courtship
· ***Text 85

importance of blood in thinking about relatedness
· kinship 
· complex relationships that exist among biological, social and cultural when creating and maintaining relationship
										
Lecture 6:	Oct. 6
How to study other social groups
· when studying identity must consider complex relationships that may exist among biological, social, cultural and political. -how to get others to do what they want

Identity thought as 
· from above (fixed categories like race, class, nation) motivated by political interest 
· and on the ground (dynamic approach by which ppl reckon themselves in relation to others) Ethnicity- collective identity based on shared descent, usually relating to common regional/national origin. effective means for mobilizing action 

Boas and others on Race
· research and writing in response to racist groups. Humans cam be divided into limited # of biological categories
· ethnicity linked to kinship, extend family bond
· power to develop movements (have something in common)
· ethnicity only matters in certain circumstances
· doesn't matter who you are but who you're not 
· Solidarity and collective effervescence 
· what can seem fixed and timeless from above, often more fluid and changeable on the ground
We are all connected even when it seems like we are worlds apart

Tourism: brings people together
1. what sets tourists apart from people they are visiting? They need more than necessities 
2. how do tourists and locals see one another as strange and familiar? Both need money, both think how one another lives could be better. How tourists view the situation depicts how they seem themselves
									
Lecture 7: Oct. 15
Cultural Tourism
· More about who the tourists are not who they're observing
· global economics
· tribe willing to be in pictures for money
· white people bargain money but cant do that in stores
· Economic Anthro- how people provision needs and wants

People and their things
· what have we learned from foraging societies studies txt. 113
· economic behaviour cant be considered apart form other aspects of our lives
· started off as foragers
· foraging societies provide baseline for necessities 
· we tend to assume only kind of economic behaviour is that of buying and selling

Malinowski
· Kula ring where armbands and necklaces were traded
· valuables with no economic utility so why do it?
· exchange is more than securing ones economic well being
Reciprocity 
· fundemental form of economy, exchange and status 
· how do people host large fiestas
· reciprocate exchange that enables such events and links households
· pot luck- status linked to how much they can get others to bring
· undermine system if one person doesn't do it 
· giving with confidence and receiving as obligation
· gifts often declined by powerful people because they then become obligated to too many people

Gifting and Grifting 
· people had concerns of possible grifting
· importance of grifting in malagasy and mining town (39-43)
· Madame Fernand
· economic behaviour commonly involves systems of reciprocity and market exchange simultaneously
· tell you'll pay them later and leave, they are now out of money
Gift Giving
· home parties
· brought alcohol with a story attached to them
										
Lecture 8:	Oct. 20
People and their gods
· drought
· Bimanes muslims declared fasting and prayer and gather to beseech allah to give them rain
· Dou Donggo- elders gathered at spring to propitiate mischievous spirits who were stopping normal flow and coming rain

Why visit tombs in Ankarana
· about their lives now not just ancestors. it matters in daily life
· most practice religion as superstition
· religion can cause conflict or bring people together, so hard to give up

Tylors armchair view
· 19th century generalizing based on descriptions of practice and beliefs from around the world
· most travelling to collect info where christians so tried to convert other religions
· identified animism as most basic form of religious thinking
· something nonhuman as human quality something seen normal seen as powerful (tree)
· belief in supernatural forces animating nonhuman entities
· above nature, what people think
· thought should just focus on natural world and religion would disappear

Durkheim
· Religious belief and practice as reflection of social organization
· society worshipping itself in a compelling way
· patrilineal society- powerful male in the centre
· collective effervescence as means of creating solidarity
· individuals have ability to create themselves
· religion though rituals allow to come together and share
· alter states of mind- fasting, drugs, alcohol, no sleep

Malinowski – the father of ethnography
· Religion from functionalist, does something for us
· cant separate religion from daily life
· religion sets morals and means dealing with when you do something bad (repent)
· A means for individuals and society to deal with uncertainties and crisis in life (death)
· use rituals in more risky situations
· religion product of history
· Religion today started off as modest movements across the world. Cant take out of peoples daily lives

END NOTES:
· make strange familiar
· comparative approach
· studied people other social sciences didn't want to
· Consumption
· authenticity valuable because pure and natural
· global Baazzar makes everything possible
· anthro describes not explain
· Race is cultural not biological

Sociocultural Anthropology sept.8
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