

Definition of Neoliberalism 
Neoliberalism 
 
Ideas associated with economic liberalism emerging in 1977 until 2008. Which advocates globalizing trade, reductions in the role of government and government spending in order to enhance the role of the private sector in the economy. This includes privatizing state owned and common institutions, eroding notions of community and replacing it with the individual and an increase in information accumulation over knowledge accumulation.

Anti Globalization

•Democratic Deficit: Because neoliberalism stresses individual gain over collective welfare, the "business" side of society dominates. This means that corporations compete for capital, with little interference from the government. While they are gaining more and more capital, we are moving farther and farther from a "welfare" state which stresses collectivity, community etc. For example) Because it is the corporations who hold the power now, they can regulate society. And, Because they are capitalists, who favor individualism, consumerism, etc, they are going to keep reinforcing these values. Capitalists are more committed to "capital" than they are to human values. So While the state governments are losing power, there is no one morally obligated to fulfilling the needs of the citizens. For ex. a union protesting for higher wages, (where the government might give the union higher wages for a better society and community) the capitalists would not because they are all about profit. Basically, when money rules politics, who is left to speak for the people?

•Cut-throat neoliberal capitalism: As the ideologies of neoliberalism are becoming increasingly imbedded in our society, economic inequality continues to grow. For example, as an industry wants more privatization and deregulation from the government to cut public expenditure casts for social services, it reduces the 'safety net' for the poor (less money contributes to welfare)  

•Reactive and Structural violence: political, economical and cultural consequences of globalization are causing reactive violence from groups who fear a loss of status, cultural uniqueness and authority.  Growing inequality amongst countries produces greater conflict. 
•Erosion of human rights: example: the ideology of free-trade and the spread of multinational corporations may infringe on labor rights, threaten environments, and destroy local control . Sweatshops, child labor, physical danger in migrating and exploitation associated with human trafficking all constitute human rights abuses.

•Race to the bottom: In the globalized world, corporations and banks search for cheap labor, move jobs from country to country, force workers into sweatshop conditions and use child labor. As these corporations are searching for the cheapest means of exploitation, many industrial workers have lost their jobs because of outsourcing to countries that can produce goods less expensively. Race to the bottom means that these labor factories are essentially competing against other countries to maintain their jobs by consistently lowering their costs. This means that they are getting paid even less than they were before in order to keep their job.

Normative Implications: Philosophical Root 1
David Harvey – A Brief History of Neoliberalism

· Neoliberalism is a number of conflicting and competing views that can be usefully reduced to extreme reductionism of social and economic organization. 
· Brief history: Utopian project to reorganize capitalism along international lines or more realistically as a political project to win back the class power that elites had conceded after the second world war 
· As the state withdraws from welfare provision and diminishes its role in arenas such as health care, public education, and social services, which were once so fundamental to embedded liberalism, it leaves larger and larger segments of the population exposed to impoverishment  
· Languages and media that valorize of privatization, individuality, freedom and market reductionism that has dominated the political and media discourse since the 1980s that has embedded a narrative along with slogans like “there is no alternative”
· David Harvey
· Most accessible and succinct overview of neoliberalism as and ideology and economic practice yet written. Lays out the origins of the ideas, the devastating impact it has had on labor in both the advanced and developing world, and how it deepened crisis tendencies within the system. 
· Harvey argues that neoliberalism certainly transferred enormous wealth to the capitalist class from workers and peasants, but it did not being about a new age of economic growth
Mark Fisher: Capitalist Realism 

· Critiques Neoliberalism and new forms of government, which apply the logic of capitalism and the market to all aspects of governance. 
· Fisher argues that capitalist realism best describes our current global political situation
· Proposes that within a capitalist framework there is no space to conceive of alternative forms of social structures
· Capitalist Realism is more like a pervasive atmosphere, conditioning not only the production of culture but also the regulation of work and education, and acting as a kind of invisible barrier constraining thought and action
· Capitalism has become so natural that it is becoming easier to imagine the end of the world than it is to imagine the end of capitalism 
· Value of ethics: over the past thirty years, capitalist realism has successfully installed a ‘business ontology’ in which it is simply obvious that everything in society, including healthcare and education, should be run as a business

Inequality – OECD: Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development 

· Rising inequality in income throughout the world
· How: Destroying community bonds and replacing them with an individualistic citizenry based on self-interest and an eroded citizenship
· How: Neoliberalism operates though crisis management and through the process of a normalized dispossession 
· Emancipatory politics must always destroy the appearance of a ‘natural order’, must reveal what is presented as necessary and inevitable to be a mere contingency, just as it must make what was previously deemed to be impossible seem attainable

Distribution of Vulnerability

· Loss of land and community; ownership of one’s living body by another person, as in histories of slavery; subjection to military, imperial and economic violence; poverty, securitarian regimes, biopolitical subjectivation, liberal possessive individualism, neoliberal governmentality, and precaritization

Philosophical Roots: Hardt and Negri
· Capital has reorganized the world
· The Nation State: Regulations today proliferate and interlock to form a supranational order with no organized or definable head, which the authors call ‘Empire’
· Empire: could be described as the planetary Gestalt of these flows and hierarchies. 
· Evades and transgresses all the inherited divisions of political thought: state and society, war and peace, control and freedom, core and periphery.
· Emergence of economics with juridico-political arrangements, a new legal apparatus is being put in place to facilitate economic policies
· Shift in global ethical positions
· Shift away from the constitutional guarantees’
· Rights and freedoms eroded
· Diffuse, anonymous, networked

Shift in Mode of Production

· Production of bodies, intellects, affects
· Immaterial and affective labor
· Information, Automation, Networked, Globalized
· Knowledge, creativity, language, emotion are central to production and reproduction in society

Resistance 

· We are by no means opposed to the globalization of relationships as such—in fact, as we said, the strongest forces of Leftist internationalism have effectively led this process. The enemy, rather, is a specific regime of global relations that we call Empire.

New Forms of Life
· The advent of the digital ushers in a different sense of how we can think about our world
· Preciado and Pasquineli
· The lived become the distanced

Biopolitics

· Bios = relating to life
· Politics = Relating to citizens
· Biopolitics = social and political power over life; politics concerned with influencing environmental public policy and decision making
· Michel Foucault: Biopolitics is about, population; “what is the best way of managing the home and its goods, wealth, and people”
· Modern way of exercising power through the understanding of norms and medians: counting, measuring and comparing 
· The style of government that regulates populations through “biopower” (the application and impact of political power on all aspects of human life)
· A new technology of power that exists at a different level, on a different scale, and that has a different bearing area, and makes use of different instruments.”
· Control apparatus exerted over a population as a whole or “a global mass” 
· A society based on norms 
· Hardt/Negri: Expand the Biopolitical; the production of social life itself, in which the economic, the political and cultural increasingly overlap and invest in each other
· Biopolitics is the social and political power over life. Michael Foucault focuses on the history of biopolitics, and says it tries to create the correct way to manage the home, it's goods, wealth and people. It's a society based on norms. Ways to discipline by hierarchical observation (panopticon), Normalizing judgment, examination. 
· An example is immigration: pseudo process of knowing who they want to let in primarily based on health (surveillance and health). 
· Another example is Nazi Germany: deciding who get eliminated based on health (the image of the good citizen, and the rest are rats and un-pure). Hardt and Negri expend this notion and say it's not only about surveillance but also about control (control based societies now). 
· Biopolitics is formed by capital, lifestyle marketing (you are becoming the product). Ex: human genome is now patented. We can no longer separate capital from the production of ideas, beliefs and perceptions.


Biopolitics: Formed by 2 Tendencies of Capital 

· The transformation of life and its everyday needs into a terrain for commodification and production 
· The increasing importance of style and language to the production of commodities

BioPower 

· Biopower regulates social life from its interior, following it, interpreting it, absorbing it—every individual embraces and reactivates this power of his or her own accord. Its primary task is to administer life. 
· Biopower thus refers to a situation in which what is directly at stake in power is the production and reproduction of life itself.

Shift to Society of Control

· Power is exercised through machines that directly organize the brains (in communication systems, information networks, etc.) and bodies (through welfare systems, monitored activities, etc) toward a state of autonomous alienation from the sense of life and desire for creativity.
· Capitalist production “is inserting itself into the texture of day-to-day social existence and the ultimately, subjectivity itself

Communications 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]“Communication not only expresses but also organizes the movement of globalization
· It expresses the movement and controls the sense and direction of the imaginary that runs through these communicative connections; in other words, the imaginary is guided and channeled within the communicative machine”

Erosion of Human Rights
· Contradiction here between new tech, new senses of togetherness and new awareness of human rights and rights abuses
· But increases in free trade and multinational control may exacerbate local tensions or undermine local authority 
· Women: informal underground economies, undeclared money, sex tourism, marriage industry

Counterglobalization Movements 
· Fernandez: Social movement scholars see it in the water wars of Cochabamba Peru, in the Zapatista struggle in Mexico, in indigenous resistance to genetically modified agriculture, in the peasant occupation of lands in Brazil, and even in the protest against gentrification in downtown Tempe, Arizona. The anti-globalization movement is also located in labor disputes over free trade agreements, in the fight against sweatshop labor, and in the symbolic manipulation of corporate symbols
1. Loosely defined, diverse interests, conflicting interests and visions: labor, environment, sexual rights activisits, GLBT activists, indigenous peoples, anarchists, Islamic militants and racist militias
2. Different methods from peaceful to violent 
3. Largely critical and opposed to the continuance of the normative assumptions of globalization outlined 

Global Developments and Alternative Responses 
· Market Capitalism 
· Financialization 
· Global Inequality 
· Climate Change
· Technological Reconfiguration of Human Life
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