Roman Civilization – Exam Review
History (2nd midterm on)

43 Battle of Mutina 
· After the battle of Mutina, Marc Anthony, Lepidius and Octavian meet in Italy, North or Rome, to form the second Triumvirate 
42 Brutus and Cassius defeated at Philippi by Octavian
· When Octavian and Anthony got together Octavian wanted Cicero to be their spokesman, but Anthony wanted him dead
· Octavian yielded to Anthony and cicero was assassinated 
· Cicero’s head and hand were cut off and hung them up where cicero had said some of his speeches
· All they have to do now is go after Brutus and Cassius 
· They had spent time gathering an army, Octavian and Anthony gathered their own army 
· Massive battle in 42 in Philippi where Brutus and Cassius were defeated , mostly by Anthony cause Octavian sucked but he took most of the credit
· The triumvirate is having all sorts of problems, Anthony’s wife (Octavia) and brother (Lucius) cause a bunch of problems and start a civil war against Octavian which they eventually lose (Battle of Perusia)
· In 40 they split up
· But they get back together and decided that they should split the empire up so they would not clash
· They have the “peace of Brundisium”, which is a Treaty that divides the empire
· Marc Anthony gets the eastern part of the empire
· Octavian gets the west 
· Lepidus gets Africa because he was kind of left out of the triumvirate
· To make sure they have no problems with one another Octavian and Anthony have a marriage alliance, Octavia (sister of Octavian) married Anthony 
· Anthony wanted the east because he want to do what Caesar and Crassus couldn’t do, conquer Parthian
· Anthony’s base for the battle is Alexandria, he falls in love with Cleopatra and she becomes his mistress then wife
· He dumps Octavia and Octavia never gets over it 
· Anthony is preparing his campaign 
· Octavian is defeating revolts in Rome
· First revolt fought by Octavian is Lepidus because he is not happy that he only got Africa, he is put down extremely quickly
· Lepidus was the chief priest of the roman religion and as a result Octavian refused to kill him until he died of natural causes  
· Second is Sextus Pompey, who is Pompey’s son, he is also defeated 
· Then he figures out that his sister has been dumped by Anthony, so he launches a big propaganda campaign against Anthony and portrays him as a drunk and a pimp 
· In 34 Anthony, probably in a drunken stupor, gave roman territory to Cleopatra as a birthday gift
· Anthony never actually does anything in this Parthian expedition, so he is seen as useless for Rome, he just chills in Alexandria 
2 Sept. 31 Battle of Actium
· In 32 Octavian gets all of the cities in Italy to swear an oath to personal allegiance to him 
· Spring of 31 is when he launches his campaigns 
· Anthony’s supporters in Rome tell him what is going on, and he knows it won’t be long before they attack 
· So Anthony and Cleopatra decide to attack first and bring their entire fleet to Actium on September 31, sea battle 
· Anthony and Cleopatra were defeated and they fled to Alexandria where they committed suicide (30 BC) 
· Octavian arrives and finds them both dead then he claims Egypt as his personal property (Not a province?) 
· It becomes a special province because it’s his personal province 
· He is in the sole undisputed control of the roman empire and he is 33 years old 
· What is it that caused the end of the republic? 
1) The acceptance of violence as a political tool (Tiberius Gracchus) 
2) Over ambitious men created by the unchecked ruthless competition for power wealth and prestige as a result of the breakdown of Concordia 
3) Client armies who owe their allegiances to their commanders not to that state or the people 
4) A weak self-serving and morally bankrupt senate which led to the inability of the senate to control its commanders 
5) The granting of extra ordinary and technically illegal powers to those commanders over long periods (Pompey)
6) The unswerving opposition of the senate to these commanders and magistrates when their own interests were directly threatened even when the commanders and magistrates were acting for the greater good 
7) The acceptance of the commanders and magistrates and their actions by the senate when their interests coincided despite their brutality, illegality or harm to the state

13th January 27 Octavian hands back all power to the senate
· Octavian returns home in 29, over the next year he gradually gives up all the powers he had as a triumvirate that had been given to him by the senate 
· He ends up simply relying on official powers 
· So he goes back to being consul every year from 31-23 
· He uses the power of a consul to bring through all sorts of reforms 
· On the 13th of January of 27 BC, all of his residual powers including the power of being consul he gave back to the senate 
16th January 27 Senate bestows title Augustus on Octavian
· We don’t know whether the senate knew this was going to happen/ if it was just political theatre, but on the 16th of January the senate says they will give him back his powers with term limits because they don’t mind it 
· They give him a term limit of five years 
· He’s fixed a lot of problems and made a big difference
· It’s always important for the people at the top to make a show of not wanting power 
· Make up a title that has no power “Augustus” which means revered one (almost a religious term) 
· Just an honorary title of their faith in him to lead the state 
· For the rest of his reign he is granted further limited powers and his terms are always renewed
· He mainly operate through his auctoritas where the word authority comes from 
· Everybody is so thankful to Augustus for getting them settled, a golden age for Rome, just the fact that people believe in him is how he operates = auctoritas 
· This is where the office of emperors start
· Takes more than a century until the powers are put into a package and given to people 

A Note on Augustus 
· Augustus spent most of his time consolidating the frontiers of Roman empire and transforming all aspects of Roman Life
· Law, Societal changes, etc. that will make things better
· He has a huge amount of time to make these reforms
· He was majorly successful in reforming things
· The biggest one is he eradicates roman violence politically
· Now under Augustus, people are not stuck in their classes, they can climb up the ladder
· There is prosperity within Rome now
· Augustus 2 most important innovations were:
· 1. The end of the democratic process for the running of the provinces and the empire (it was corrupt)  now the empire controls everything i.e. he picks the consuls
· 2. System of office by ability, rather by birth  eliminating the stigmas of classes, and if you are good at what you do, you can move up the ladder
· He creates 2 types of provincial governors  one is just equestrians (for the army), and then senatorial provinces that are safe 
· Social and political reforms brings in an unparalleled inflow of technology, art, literature, poetry, architecture
· Augustus said he found a city of Rome of brick, and made into a city of marble
· On the military front, Augustus adds more provinces than any other single person before or after
· Provinces are: Phyrgia, Galatia, Pisidia, Lycaonia 25BC  East of Asia
· Completes the conquest of Spain in 19 BC
· Raetia and Noricum 15 BC  north of Italy
· Alpes Maritimae between 14 and 8
· Illyricum 12 BC big one
· Pannonia 9 BC
· Moesia 3 or 4 AD
· Palestine 6 AD
· Consolidated Gual 27-13 BC to clean up after Caesar
· Launched attacks against Germanic invaders to protect Galatia? 

AD 9 Clades Variana and end of major Roman Expansion
· Took place in the Teutoburg forest when an alliance of Germanic tribes ambushed and decisively destroyed three roman legions and their auxiliaries, it was horrifying
· Romans were lead by Quinctilius Varus who was assigned to consolidate the new province of Germania 
· He abandoned the conquest past the Rhine afterwards and no other emperor crosses it in expansion
· Augustus said there was no point in expanding because it will cost you so many men
14 Death of Augustus 
· Augustus ends up dying in AD 14 of natural causes at the age of 77, 19th of august, after reigning for 44 years 
· Without Augustus the republic would have collapsed into anarchy, and people would be just trying to get money and power for themselves causing civil wars
· Pivotal moments in history: Julius Caesar adopting Ocavatius as his heir, everything would have been completely different if this didn’t happen
· The only other emperor who reigned longer than Augustus was Theodosius because he was made emperor at age one  
27 BC – 68 AD Julio-Claudian Dynasty (Augustus to Nero)
1) Augustus 
2) Tiberius 
3) Caligula 
4) Claudius 
5) Nero 

· Introduces a dynasty known as the Julio-Claudians 
· Its only when there is no natural heirs that adoption, and picking the best heir happens
· It basically is a hereditary monarchy but is named emperor to keep the people happy 
· Augustus was looking within his own family for an heir but all the people he adopts to succeed him all die before he does 
· Augustus had a wife then he married someone else Livia, who had a son of her own (Tiberius) and he never adopts him (weird) 
· People thought that Livia bumped all of the other heirs off (killed them) so her son could be the emperor 
· Augustus daughter slept around, when he found out about this he had his secret police gather every guy who had slept with his daughter, and it filled the palace, so he banished her to a tiny island that was basically a lump of sand 
· Tiberius ended up being the only one left, so Augustus starts to share of his powers with him that make him emperor, starts off with tribunition power
· Tiberius becomes emperor after Augustus dies
· He’s bad at it and doesn’t want to be emperor so he leaves Rome in a huff and goes to live by Naples and left people to run things themselves 
· Tiberius was cranky, morose and moody, not very likeable 
· He was a bad emperor in the end, didn’t trust anyone, believed there was conspiracies against him and massacred a lot of people 
· There are two stories of how he dies: one by natural causes and one by Caligula 
· Killed by his nephew “ Caligula” means little boot, his father was the greatest roman general in the time of Augustus and Caligula would wear his boots 
· Caligula grew up in the palace, pretty much any kid brought up in the palace turns bad 
· Caligula actually assassinated Tiberius in Southern Italy when he was old and weak, suffocated him with a pillow (may not be true) 
· But then a slave said Tiberius was calling for his lunch (he survived), so he goes back in and actually kills him
· Caligula gets really sick at one point, and when he got better he believed he was a god
·  All hell breaks loose and he sleeps with his sister
· Goes on a campaign against Neptune and brings home treasure chests of sea shells
· Makes his horse a consul
· The Senators, who wrote all the history, and Caligula did not get on well so we get the version that he’s crazy from their perspective 
· There’s another version that because Caligula didn’t get along with the senate he was sarcastic, and was like my god I could make my horse a consul and they could do better than you, and they took it too seriously 
· Palace revolt against Caligula and he and his immediate family was assassinated 
· The problem is they didn’t think about who would be guard in his place, and they notice there was someone hiding behind the curtain, and it is Caligula’s uncle Claudius 
· Claudius was actually very intelligent but had a bad foot, and a stutter, he always pretended he was stupid so people wouldn’t pay attention to him because he realized everyone who became an emperor was assasinated
· They make uncle Claudius the next emperor 
· They find out pretty quickly how smart he is
43 – 74 Conquest of Britain
· Claudius let freed men have a lot of control within the palace
· Also famous for his conquest of Britain 43 -74
· Further conquests were undertaken in Britain for the rest of the first century 
· Although Augustus told his followers not to expand the empire, both Tiberius and Claudius did so
· Nothing much really happens for 60 years or so
· Claudius marries a woman who already has a son, but he already has a son named Britannicus
· Under the influence of his wife, Agrippina, he adopts her son who is named Nero, and he is older so he is in line for the crown
· Claudius gets Britannicus out of town because he figures he will be assassinated
· Then Claudius is assassinated by eating poisonous mushrooms from his wife who wants her son to be king (story is he knew they were poisonous)
· Britannicus also assasined 
· Nero is still really young when he takes power 
· He tries to blacken Claudius’ name afterwards, someone in Nero’s court wrote a little book about Claudius’ deification called “pumpkinification” of Claudius, last words “I shit on myself”
· Nero is brought up in the palace so he assumes he can get anything he wants, not as bad as Caligula but still evil
· He killed his mother, his pregnant wife, and had all sorts of other people killed during that period
· He is a Julian
· The senate did not like Nero, but the people really liked him because he put on shows and fancied himself an artist 
· One summer he went on a tour in Greece where they have all sorts of things like country fairs and he won first place in every single one of them 
· He had a vulnerable artistic persona 
· The big problem related to Christianity, the great fire of 66, Nero started building on the land afterwards so people thought he wanted the land and burnt it all down 
· After people die someone who looks like the person someone pops up and says they are the person who died to say to follow them 
· There were false Nero’s and people were really excited he had come back from the dead who follow them and die 
· A lot of military unrest growing against him during his reign, especially in Gaul 
· A commander by the name of Julius Quntilius revolts against him 
· Once he figures out that he is being revolted against he flees and commits suicide by slave in 68 
· Julio Claudians go from 27-68

69 Year of Four emperors
· Emperor named Galba from Spain, made himself emperor after Nero’s death
· Governor Vitellius from Germany named himself emperor
· At about the same time one of Galba’s followers, Otho, turned on him and killed him and named himself emperor
· Otho was defeated in battle by Vitellius 
· An army in the East felt they should have an emperor, so the nominated Vespasian as emperor, they killed Vitellius 
69 – 96 Flavian Dynasty (Vespasian to Domitian)
1) Vaspansian 
2) Titus 
3) Domitian 

· Titus is the Son of Vespasian, Domitian is also his son 
· Titus is pretty old but Domitian is younger, their family name is Flavius, so we refer to them as the Flavian emperors (69-96)
· Vespasian was a pretty good emperor, died of natural causes
· Titus was only for two years but he was one of the best emperors of all, he was the emperor when Vesuvius erupted 
· He made it his duty to do a good deed everyday
· One day he got to the end of the day and realized he didn’t do a good dead and said he ruined the day
· he also died of natural causes and was succeeded by Domitian 
· Domitian was also raised in the palace and is a rotten apple
· He was assassinated in the end because no one could stand him any longer, he didn’t do anything of great importance 
· Now no one knew what to do next because there was no one to follow Domitian 
96 – 180 Adoptive Emperors (Nerva to Marcus Aureilus) 
1) Nerva (96-98)
2) Trajan (98 -117)
3) Hadrian (117 -138)
4) Antonius Pius (138-161)
5) Lucius Verus (161-169)
6) Marcus Aurelius (161-180)

· So they looked around and found an old senator, named Nerva (96-98) 
· Begins a series of emperors known as adoptive emperors, because they have no children of their own so they adopt the person who they think will be the best emperor, regarded as the height of the roman empire
· None but Marcus Aurelius at the end had a son of their own 
· Hadrian made sure he adopted his successor before he died (Lucius Caesar)
· Lucius dies before Hadrian does because of natural causes 
· Augustus is the name used for the emperor and the term Caesar is used for the next designated emperor, the heir, This usually happens for sons of emperors
· Hadrian sets up his successor and the successor for his successor 
· Hadrian’s wall is a stone wall built across the north of Britain, approximately 70 roman miles
· Originally designed to control traffic north and south, but they walled up where you could go through and only had a few places to pass so it ended up being more of a defensive wall 
· Hadrian was seceded by Antonius Pius 
· For the first time in roman history we have two emperors working together, and cooperating
· Lucius Verus dies of the plague, he goes off to fight the Parthians and his army brings a plague back that absolutely devastates the roman  population
· Marcus Aurelius was interesting because he was a philosopher first and then an emperor 
· He was a really good roman emperor, he ran into trouble because there was invasions from the north, and he spends a lot of his reign trying to push them back 
· This is the first time Rome has been threatened by invasions from people outside the emperor (this problem continues for Rome) 
· Marcus Aurelius actually has a son, he had 14 children all together, a lot of them daughters and most of the males died
· His son was Commodus (he was actually a twin but the twin died young) 
· It was obvious Commodus was going to be emperor 
· Commodus is kind of weird, he is really crazy about gladiators, he fights in private but doesn’t like fighting in public 
· He had a bizarre sense of humor, he would cut someone’s leg off and refer to them as stumpy, or poke someone’s eye and refer to him as squinty
· Commodus grows up in the palace, and he just gets weirder and weirder 
· He associates himself with Hercules, he decided he was so important that he changed the name of Rome from “Roma” to “Colonia Commodiana” 
· Then he gave himself 12 names, and changed the name of every single month after himself 
· Kind of sad that we’ve had adoptive emperors and everything has been going so well, then the son comes along and is one of the worst 
· He is assassinated on the 31st of December, he said he was going to kill the two consuls and then dressed as a gladiator he was going to become consul himself, so he was strangled

117 Abandonment of Trajan’s Eastern conquests 
· Trajan because of his military success was known as a good emperor (Arabia, Dacia, Armenia, Mesopotamia, Assyria) 
· Hadrian abandoned most of the territory once he died because he did not think he could protect them, and they were in the Arabian empire 
193 Year of four emperors (2)
1) Pertinax
2) Didius Julianus 
3) Pescennius Niger 
4) Clodius Albinus 
5) Septimius Severus 

· After Commodus is  assassinated, no one had any plans of what happens next 
· So they got an elderly senator Pertinax ASAP to be emperor
· The problem is he’s too conservative and self-righteous and tries to solve a lot of problems, so in three months he is bumped off 
· There is an auction to get the support of the Pretorian guard, you have two guys who want to be emperor, and if you get the support of the Pretorian guard (the people who do the assassinating) then you’re winning 
· Didius Julianus wins and becomes emperor 
· Pertinax had a great career and when people heard he was assassinated there was three different armies who appointed their commanders as emperors
1) Clodius Albinus – Britain
2) Septimius Severus – Pannonia 
3) Pescennius Niger – East 
· Septimius Severus is closest to Rome and he has Dedius Julianus assassinated, but any next direction he goes he’ll have people against him
· Makes a deal with Claudius Albinus, Septimius will kill Pescennius Niger, and they will be co-emperors 
· Things start to fall apart between Septimius and Claudius Albinus so he also gets rid of Claudius Albinus 
· 193 another year of five emperors 
 193 – 217, 218 – 235 Severan Dynasty (Serverus, to Servus Alexander; not Macr. Or Diad.)
1) Septimius Severus (193–211)
2) Caracalla (211–217) 
3) Macrinus (217–218)
4) Elagabalus (218–222)
5) Alexander Severus (222–235)

· Imperial college = all the people who are actually ruling
· Anytime there are proclamations or laws it has all the emperors names on it 
· Septimius Severus is now going back to the east to wage war against the Parthians 
· When the emperors conquer a foreign enemy they take the name of the foreign enemy (ex: scipio africanus)
· Septimius Severus called himself Parthicus because he conquered Parthian 
· Problems in Britain so he has to go off and conquer the north of Britain, which was north of Hadrian’s wall
· In 211 he dies in York in Britain
· He leaves his sons Caracalla and Guetta the empire, they are emperors at the same time
· But both children were raised in the palace so they aren’t the most successful 
· Caracalla just wants to go to Rome and party instead of conquering Britain, Guetta is young and does what he is told
· Caracalla gets a treaty in the north to settle things quickly so he can go to Rome
· Guetta only lasts till February to the end of December and was assassinated by his brother
· Carracalla is a nasty guy
· 11 April of 217, the army is marching back and he has to go to the washroom, and he goes behind a bush where he is stabbed in the back by one of his soldiers (Macrinus)
· Macrinus takes over, and appoints his son Caesar
· He becomes emperor in April and is assassinated in June of 218 
· Septiminius Severus had a very large family and his wife has a sister, that sister has two daughters, each of those daughters has a son
· The daughter that has the eldest son (Marcus Aurelius Antonius – Elagabalus) presents him and is like why would you not follow family? These boys are family
· So the new guy is assassinated and Elagabalus is proclaimed emperor 
· Turns out he is a nut case because he is priest of a sun god, and brings in a black rock into Rome to be worshipped and built a temple
· Alexander Severus is now brought into the system (the son of the other sister) he is made Caesar in 121
· Elagabalus is so weird and had such a bad reputation, historian goes on and on about the crazy things he did 
· The army goes against him and assassinates him and Severus Alexander is made emperor, he lasts until 235, and then he is assassinated by another general (Maximinus) 
· Maximinus was 6’5, and he makes his son Caesar, 238 is when he is assassinated
· Starting in 235 is where we start the crisis of the third century which is just 50 years where all hell breaks loose 

235 -285 Crisis of the third century
· A period where all hell breaks loose in Rome
· In that period there were 28 generally accepted emperors, and 37 know major or minor usurpers
· Gallienus was emperor for 15 years
· Year 238 is the year of 6 emperors
· 231 another year of 5 emperors
· Situations where an army will put up a usurper against the emperor and one gets killed, and then another usurper is put up against another “emperor”
· Only three of the emperors died of natural causes, most of them were killed in battle, died of suicide or murdered 
· Usurpers take Britain, Gaul and Spain and Raetia, and they make their own empire 
· A palace of Palmyra there is a queen named Zenobia, her, her husband and son created a break away empire in the east as well 
· Referred to as the empire of Palmyra 
· What’s the problem? The main problem stems from threats from the frontiers from Germanic people
· As a result of that pressure all sorts of other Germanic people are on the moves as well, they are coming over the northern borders into Rome (The Gepids, the Goths, the Heruli, the Alamanni, the Iuthungi (really nasty), Saxons) 
· They start invading in 250, pressure has been building since the 230s
· 251 Decius who is emperor, is killed in battle against the goths 
· 260 the franks are able to travel into Gaul as far as Spain, and begin to invade Spain 
· Athens is sacked by the Heruli
· 271 Iuthungi get as far as Rome 
· How do you deal with these guys invading?
1) Slaughter them
2) Pay them off 
3) Settle them on roman territory 
· They say that if they give these people territory then they must join the army
· Eventually they are all beaten off, settled or paid off and the frontiers are restored but the effects are terrible 
· The barbarians sacked so many towns, and ruined so many crops and tons of money was spent on the army to fight them
· In the east the Parthians are causing problems, things get worse because the Parthians are defeated by the Persians in 241 and the Persians are a much bigger problem for Rome
· King Shapur of Persia sets out to restore the balance with the roman empire and to get back their old ancient empire (which extends all the way to Greece)
· Shapur becomes very aggressive in pushing romans back and regaining territory in the east
· Antioch is captured and sacked in 252, its one of the biggest cities other than Alexandria in the east
· He had a second campaign in 260, the campaign of Valerian – who was a persecuting emperor who took money from the Christians, he went off to fight the Persians and he was captured and kept a slave 
· There are two stories of his fate: that he got old and died, or was filleted and stuffed, and hung on the wall by the king 
· We’ve never had an emperor who was captured and filleted before him
· Peace was eventually made in 264, after major roman retaliation the Persians were pushed back 
· However they are still acting up
· They were decisively defeated in 297 by the emperor Galerius, he captures the Persian kings wife and some of his family members
· As a result of the fact that you have these two major threats from the 1) north west and the  2) east, the emperors start to look in two different directions 
· So one emperor tends to look after the west and one looks after the east (not unusual to far two Augusti) 
· Roman empire ends up splitting in two as well into the west and east
· Western empire only falls when Columbus is discovering the new America 
· A military monarchy is created by constant warfare and the rising power of the army, at this time any general who has any kind of success, the people want to promote them to emperor 
· The emperor becomes the highest rank in the army
· The emperor no longer lives in Rome, he is wherever the frontier is being fought 
· As a result Rome is becoming less important 
· In one case, one emperor died so his brother was emperor, and another army promoted another guy as emperor, and the brother thinks well I’m not going to win against that guy so he just commit suicide 
· Increased financial burden of people in the army, because they need booty, however roman empire has stopped conquering places so they have no money coming in 
· So the romans come up with a lot of taxes and exactions on the people even created a form of GST 
· Roman citizens were governed by roman law and local people were governed by local law, which was hard to maintain 
· In 211 the emperor Caracalla made the constitution Antoniniana  that meant all freeborn roman males in the entire roman empire were made citizens 
· When you are made a citizen, you take the person’s name who freed you, Marcus Aurelius Antonius gave citizenship to everyone in the empire so they ALL took his name and followed it by theirs
· There is more pressure to produce money, and there are internal legal problems 
· Monetary crisis – inflation
· The roman emperors couldn’t stop fooling around with the coins
· Standard roman coin = Denarius (Made of silver) 
· Nero started putting things other than silver in it (90%)
· by the time of Marcus Aureilus it is only 75% silver
·  Sepimius Severus (50%)
· by the time you get to Aureilian it is only 2% silver 
· They put in any junk metal to replace it 
· Silver coin eventually becomes a little bronze coin that is worth 10,000 denarius in the fourth century 
· In the third century there is inflation of 2000% in 25 years 
· Which is bad, by not as terrible as what happens in the fourth century 
· The roman empire survived the third century 
270 – 275 Aurelian
· The Iuthungi almost reaching Rome is what prompts the emperors Aurelius and Probus to build the Aurelian wall
· A lot of the outlining territory gets abandoned, like the Agri decimates which is on the other side of the Rhine 
· Encloses the seven hills of Rome 
· Dacia is on the other side of the vanu, and is abandoned in 272 

284 – 305 Diocletian
The Emperor Gaius Aurelius Valerius Diocletianus (A.D. 284-305) put an end to the disastrous phase of Roman history known as the "Military Anarchy" or the "Imperial Crisis" (235-284). He established an obvious military despotism and was responsible for laying the groundwork for the second phase of the Roman Empire, which is known variously as the "Dominate," the "Tetrarchy," the "Later Roman Empire," or the "Byzantine Empire." His reforms ensured the continuity of the Roman Empire in the east for more than a thousand years.
Beginning in 235, armies throughout the empire began to set up their generals as rival emperors. The resultant civil wars opened up the empire to invasion in both the north, by the Franks, Alamanni, and Goths, and the east, by the Sassanid Persians. Another reason for the unrest in the army was the great gap between the social background of the common soldiers and the officer corps.
293 Beginning of the Tetrarchy 
Diocletian also concluded that the empire was too large and complex to be ruled by only a single emperor. Therefore, in order to provide an imperial presence throughout the empire, he introduced the "Tetrarchy," or "Rule by Four." In 285, he named his lieutenant Maximianus "Caesar," and assigned him the western half of the empire. This practice began the process which would culminate with the de facto split of the empire in 395. Both Diocletian and Maximianus adopted divine attributes. Diocletian was identified with Jupiter and Maximianus with Hercules. In 286, Diocletian promoted Maximianus to the rank of Augustus, "Senior Emperor," and in 293 he appointed two new Caesars, Constantius (the father of Constantine I ), who was given Gaul and Britain in the west, and Galerius, who was assigned the Balkans in the east.
303 – 313 Great Persecution 
Caesar Galerius manipulated Augustus Diocletian into a grand persecution of Christians
306 – 337 Constantine 
In 305 AD Diocletian and Maximinian abdicated and Constantius and Galerius were promoted to Augustii with Maximinus Daia and Severus respectively to taking their places as Caesars.
In 305 AD Constantius was back in Britain, fighting the pesky Scottish tribes. The next year he died at York, with his son, Constantine, by his side. Constantine was ambitious and set out to become the sole ruler of the Roman Empire. The troops there hailed Constantine, his son, as their new Augustus. Galerius countermanded this acclamation, naming Severus Augustus of the West, but allowed Constantine to become Caesar, with responsibility over Britain, Gaul & Spain. Infighting within the Tetrarchy ensued shortly thereafter.
312 Constantine sole emperor in West (defeat of Maxentius)
The Battle at Milian Bridge pretty much established Constantine as Augustus of the West. Lactantius clearly believed that this victory was given by God’s intervention. Maxentius is defeated.
324 Constantine sole emperor (defeat of Licinius)
After ten years of inharmonious joint-rule, Constantine defeated Licinius and became the sole Emperor of the Roman Empire. Seeing Bithynia as the best place from which to govern, Constantine ordered Byzantium to be prepared as the “New Rome,” a project that would take up the next 6 years.
11th May 330 Dedication of Constantinople 
Constantinople was the capital city of the Roman and Byzantine (330–1204 and 1261–1453) empires. It was reinaugurated in 324 AD at ancient Byzantium, as the new capital of the Roman Empire by Emperor Constantine the Great, after whom it was named, and dedicated on 11 May 330. In the 12th century the city was the largest and wealthiest European city and it was instrumental in the advancement of Christianity during Roman and Byzantine times. After the loss of its territory, the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire was reduced to just its capital city and its environs, eventually falling to the Ottomansin 1453.
293 – 363 Neo-Flavian Dynasty (Constantius, Constantine to Julian)
1) Constantius 
2) Constantine
3) Flavius Claudius Constantius (first son of Constantine)
4) Flavius Julius Constantius (second son of Constantine)
5) Flavius Julius Constanus (third and final son of Constantine) 
6) Julian (thought he was a reincarnation of Alexander the great) 
364 – 455 Valentinian – Theodosian dynasty (don’t need to know names) 
378 Battle of Andrianople
The battle of Adrianople was the beginning of the end for the Roman empire. This battle was fought between Roman emperor Valens and the Goths on August 9, AD 378. It took place ten miles outside the city of Adrianople, which is now the city of Edirne, Turkey. The Roman army was crushed. Roman casualties numbered 40,000, including Valens. After the Goths crushed the Romans, they attempted to take the city of Adrianople, but could not penetrate its walls.
After the battle of Adrianople, the barbarians knew that they could be victorious in Roman territory. The new Eastern emperor, Theodosius I (the Great), was able to negotiate an unstable peace with the Goths, but it was not to last. The battle of Adrianople was the worst defeat the Romans had suffered since the German victory in AD 9 at Teutoburger Wald. St. Ambrose called the battle of Adrianople, "the end of all humanity, the end of the world." 

395 Last time East and West united under one emperor 
31st December 406 Alans, Vandals, Sueves cross Rhine and invade Gual 
410, 455 Sacks of Rome by Visigoths and Vandals 
4th September 476  Fall of Western empire 
29th May 1453 Fall of Eastern empire 
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