Athena

Athena and Poseidon

· They share the temple of Erechtheion on Acropolis, sacred hill of Athena

Poseidon
· violent god of earthquakes and sea
· representing the energy/destructive force of the sea
· god of horses, wild energy of horses

Athena
· connected with building of first ship
· harnessing the energy of the sea
· invents the chariot and bridle (harnessing the horses)

Athena and Hepaestus – and the creation of humans
· both creation gods
· creation of Pandora (Hephaestus makes her, Athena breathes life into her)
· Hephaestus was lame, kicked out of Olympus for being ugly
· Creative gods, patrons of Athens
· Hephaestus attempts to rape Athena
· Athena goes to get a new shield from Hephaestus
· He tries to rape her, she escapes but his sperm falls on her leg
· She wipes off his jizz with a wool cloth, but that impregnates Gaia
· Erichthonius is born
· Erion = wool
· Chthon = earth
· Becomes first king of Athens, Athenians follow
· Gaia gives Athena the child, saying it is hers

Erethonius and the Autochthony of Athenians

· A political myth
· Auto+chthon
· Makes Athenians native to Greece
· Athenian “snobbery”
· In the Odyssey, Hephaestus, Aphrodite and Ares
· Hephaestus’ net to catch and riticule them

Athena “Ergane”

	-Ergon = work

The Myth of Arachne (Ovid’s Metamophoses)

· Arachne a weaver, complimented for her skills
· Told she was as good as Athena, she said she was better
· Athena is pissed, disguises herself as an old lady
· “don’t piss off the gods, challenge a human”
· she instead, challenges Athena
· Athena weaves a cloth with humans’ hubris and punishment by gods
· Arachne puts human affairs with gods
· Athena sees no mistakes with Arachne, reveals her true self
· Arachne realizes its Athena, freaks out and hangs herself with one of the threads from her weaving
· Athena comes down and sees her hanging, throws a potion on her
· Turns her into a spider
· Etiological myth
· Motif of metamorphosis
· Hubris and punishment
· Athena, the weaver
· Athena takes Arachne’s skill, and gives life back to her, and she lives forever as a spider (master weavers of the animal world)

Athena’s ways of punishment: Creativity and continuity

The myth of Teresias: the “benevolent” punishment and the looking taboo

· he was hunting and saw Athena naked by accident
· she splashes water on his eyes, and goes and tells him to say he saw her naked
· he gets blinded by the water
· his mother is a priestess of Athena, prays to give his sight back because it was an accident
· remedies it with insight, he becomes a prophet who can see the future
· gives him a magic stick to act as his eyes

Athena and Heroes

· goddess of heroes
· iliad: instills courage, advises them, fights along with them (Achilles, Odysseus, diomedes)
· takes away judgementa nd tricks them (hector, Pandaros)
· pandaros, Trojan archer
· takes logic away from his mind, makes him think he’s great, so he breaks the truce between Trojans and Greeks
· Hector dies to Achilles’ spear, and tricked by Athena, he thinks his brother is with him when he is really not
· The Odyssey: drives the plot
· Removes mist from his eyes so that he may see the gods fighting
· May not injure any gods except Aphrodite, and later Ares
· Achillies tries to kill Agamemnon, book 1
· Athena controls him, makes him not kill him
· Temper control
· Athena and Herakles
· Athena stands by and helps Herakles throughout his life
· Popular focus of Art
· (strangling snakes as a baby, to his becoming an immortal)
· stands by all heroes, perseus, Jason, etc

Athena’s Worship and Origins

· a Pre-Hellenic earth goddess
· connections: Metis (mother, means wisdom), Medusa (punishment, means wise queen, compare with Medea)
· medo: to rule, to govern, to protect
· Medomai: take care, think, invent (think Metis and Medusa)
· Symbols: snakes, trees, owl
· An armed (shield) goddess, protector of cities
· Goddess of urban civilization, of ards and crafts
· In Athens: the Panathenaia Festival
· Reconstruction of the statue of Athena in the Parthenon, made by Phidias

Athena’s Personality

· virginity: purity and power, indepencence from men, home and child care
· male in a female form
· Athena: an urban goddess, goddess of the city, close to people (goddess of nearness)
· Attracted to male mentality and attitude but she also represents woman’s wisdom and skills (e.g. wisdom

Temples

· Temple of Athena, goddess of wisdom
· The church of Agia Sophia, the Holy wisdom, Istanbul (Constantinople)
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