Sociology of Deviance Notes

Lecture 1

· Moral Entrepreneurs: people who take the law into their own hands (i.e. a man jerking off on his bed with the window open and someone from across the street calls the cops).
· Jamie Nelson: wrongfully convicted of rape of a bartender, he was dating one of her best friends and she was possibly jealous (she once started a fight with him and then charged him with assault, saying he was her boyfriend on the police report, she would then charge him with harassment and 6 other charges). Once her best friend got pregnant, every time Jamie attempted to get custody of his son, Cathy (the waitress) would throw another charge at him. Eventually, she claimed he raped her, then he got convicted for over 3 years, even though her testimony was wack and had many holes in it (such as no DNA evidence and she didn’t have the injuries common with rape/what she said she endured). Cathy Ford would end up being sentenced to 6 months in prison for lying about not only Jamie, but many other men as well.
Lecture 2

· Positivism: term that means the application of the scientific method, refers to the methodology and rules of science. Absolutism (view deviance as being intrinsically and undeniably real, has qualities that separate it from being normal, therefore deviance and deviants can be studied), objectivism (you can study/collect data/observe deviance as an object, such as a biker gang, basically objective research methods can be used), and determinism (behaviour is determined by causation, it doesn’t just happen by chance, there are forces in your life that propel you to engage in deviant, or other types, of behaviour, therefore explanatory theories about deviance can be developed).
· Constructionism: view people as constructed (i.e. how the world is constructed with laws and rules is how we can identify deviant behaviour). Relativism (notion of being able to apply certain definitions to certain people about specific types of behaviour, aka deviance can be labelled, therefore labellers, labelling, and the impact of labelling can be studied), subjectivism (you must understand the values, beliefs, and feelings of victims/criminals, so you need to do in depth interviews to get their perspective, therefore subjective research methods are used), and voluntarism (we have choices that we make and we are not governed by anything or anyone, we have a free will and can choose to be influenced by certain people or events, or not, being deviant is an act of free will).
· Deviance Changes Over Time: smoking is now considered deviant, being gay is not. It’s now deviant to beat gay men, but 20 or 30 years ago, it wouldn’t have been. Deviance varies by time, place, and location. Some rules are only enforced when they have certain impacts.
· Deviance as Demonology: first way people used to define deviance was through demonology, or the belief of people as witches, exorcisms, etc. and the punishments they received (these beliefs were used to explain deviant behaviour).

· Deviance as a Physiological Defect: after demonology, we later concluded that you were considered to be deviant if your head was shaped in a peculiar way, flared nostrils, short, missing an arm, compressed faces, etc. were later used after demonology to explain deviant behaviour. Later on, tattoos were used to exclusively identify people who went to prison. Any odd physiological trait would mean you’re deviant.
· Statistical Definition of Deviance: we then arrived at a norm where we found that the majority of deviant people had similar characteristics (i.e. statistics were used to find out who was more likely to be deviant or not). For example, if the majority of people were gay, heterosexuality would be deviant.
· Deviance as Pathological Behaviour: if you are unhealthy in some way, by separating those who are sick and those who are not sick (i.e. mental illnesses, psychotic behaviour, etc.).
· Deviance as Relativistic Behaviour: relativistic means rule breaking and any form of rule breaking is deviant behaviour.

· Deviance as Dangerous Behaviour: when people act in a way that is dangerous to others (i.e. Colonel Russell Williams attacking/killing women). Sex offenders, serial killers, anyone who poses a threat to society.

Lecture 3

· Deviance is a modifier of social rules. Deviance reinforces behaviour, i.e. people hangout with others who are similar to them (such as military people or strippers who all hangout with each other).
· Boundary Maintenance: each of us has our own boundary maintenance, i.e. how far are you willing to go before you think it’s deviant and go past your internal boundary? For example, “I’ll smoke weed, but I won’t shoot heroin.” It’s the limits we accept and do not accept.

· Negative Implications of Deviance: you can be cut off from other people (i.e. priests who sin are given big restrictions), a person who is labelled deviant may be perceived as dangerous, there can be stigma that occurs when someone has a breakdown and have possibly been sent to an institution, and people can be punished in some way or another. There’s also the “bad apple” or the scapegoat, where systemic problems are piled upon one single person. Deviance is also an early warning sign that there’s something wrong with the social system (i.e. Aboriginal communities protesting). There’s also protection of vested interests (i.e. police and mental hospitals rely upon crime and deviance to thrive).
· Four Theoretical Types of Deviance: Howard S. Becker listed four types of deviance; 1. conformity/being a conformist is deviant because they conform to everything (the people who make the biggest changes in society were the ones who stood out from everyone else and because they challenged the existing establishment, people must have discretion with certain rules), 2. falsely accused deviant (i.e. you may think they’re deviant because of the way they look or act, which lessons the value of that person, for example if you just assume that someone is gay because of their voice/dress), 3. the secret deviant  (i.e. somebody who does something privately, for example a bishop looking at porn in private), and 4. pure deviant (i.e. people who don’t deny who they are, once they’re caught doing something they admit to it).

· Anomie: means a society in crisis, high crime rates and lots of social disorganization. It’s a disjunction between the institutional means and the cultural goals of society leads to anomie in society.
· Anomie Strain Theory: a positivist theory which essentially believes that people are all ambitious but don’t have the means necessary to succeed. Social strain causes deviance. Within this theory there are three theoretical perspectives; 1. Robert Merton’s Goal-Means Gap, 2. Albert Cohen’s Concept of Status Frustration, and 3. Cloward and Ohlin’s Differential Illegitimate Opportunity Model.

· Robert Merton: not all of us have the same means to achieve our goals in society; anomie occurs where there is a disjunction between the means and the goals. Society pressures everyone to be majorly successful. But not everyone can achieve success. To achieve success then, lower class people will engage in deviant behaviour. “Typology of Adaptation,” not everyone can achieve their goals so they adapt, they do so through fives modes; a) innovation (i.e. people may accept the goal to make money, but not the traditional means to make money, such as drug dealers or escorts), b) conformist accepts both the means of how to get money and the goal of getting money, along with other popular means and goals in society, c) ritualism (i.e. when you are a ritualist, you accept the goal of getting money or other goals in society, but they don’t quite accept the means, such as someone who refuses to be promoted or change jobs), d) retreatist (i.e. people who withdraw from life completely, they don’t accept the means or the goals presented in society, such as a homeless person), and e) rebellion (i.e. they will accept the means at one point and then reject the goals of society and vice versa). There is no equal opportunity for success for everyone.
· Durkheim: you can measure society by how well people are integrated, i.e. that people feel a sense of belonging and unity. Made distinctions for suicide, with altruistic suicide (people who commit suicide for meaning, i.e. suicide bombers), egotistic suicide, fatalistic suicide (if there’s no way out when someone gets caught up in crime, they commit suicide, i.e. if a cop is actually working for the mafia), anomic suicide (when someone isn’t well integrated within suicide and doesn’t feel connected with the means or goals of society). Criminal behaviour is a normal phenomenon (according to Durkheim) because no society has existed where there hasn’t been a form of crime.
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· Albert Cohen’s Concept of Status Frustration: wrote a book on the formation of gangs in Chicago and why young men form gangs and the reasons for it. The boys had a form of “status frustration,” as they were in a middle class school where they felt they didn’t belong. The school is run by middle class teachers, where middle class values are values and judge the boys by middle class standards. To succeed, youngsters must possess middle class values and traits in order to succeed.
· Cloward and Ohlin: in their opinion, structured opportunities were of two types (1. legitimate or 2. illegitimate, aka legal or illegal). Some people have access to legitimate opportunities, whereas if you don’t, you’re stuck with illegitimate choices. A delinquent act can be defined in two ways, 1. it evokes a judgement by people in the justice system in the violation of behaviour and 2. people violating social norms. Cloward and Ohlin divided middle class youth into four types; choice isn’t something that you have when you have no choice. Basically their point is that not everyone who is poor will commit deviant or criminal acts when presented the opportunity.
· Differential Association/Social Learning Theory: Sutherland and Cressie, it’s widely accepted throughout criminology. It has nine principles; 1. criminal behaviour is learned, 2. it’s learned in interaction with other persons in a process of communication, 3. when criminal behaviour is learned, the learning includes the techniques of committing a crime (at times complicated, other times simple), plus the specific directions of the motives, rationalizations, and attitudes, 4. the principle part of learning criminal behaviour occurs within intimate, personal groups, 5. the specific direction of motives and drives is learned from the definitions of the legal codes as favourable or unfavourable (i.e. your opinion of the law matters, if you don’t respect laws you’ll be more likely to break them), 6. a person becomes delinquent because of an excess of definitions favourable to violation of the law over definitions unfavourable to violation of the law (if you need to define differential association, use this), 7. differential associations vary in frequency, duration, priority, and intensity, 8. learning criminal behaviour involves the same mechanisms as learning legal behaviour or any other behaviour, 9. while criminal behaviour is an expression of general needs and values, it is not explained by these general needs and values since non-criminal behaviour is an expression of these same needs and values. This is all sometimes called the “social learning theory.”
· Control Theories: differ from positivist theories in two ways; anomie theories try to explain why crime happens and what causes deviant behaviour, whereas control theories try to explain why conformity exists. Secondly the anomie strain and the learning theories reject the notion that crime is a natural by-product of our nature from social conditions, whereas control theories believe that you’re socially influenced to do things. A lack of social control causes deviance.
· Travis Hirschi: control theorist, built his control theory around four basic values which we use to bond ourselves to society; 1. attatchment (i.e. you have an attachment to society, community, your culture, those attachments says a lot about you as a person since you have common values and norms, compared to alienated people who feel rejected), 2. commitment (i.e. how much do you invest towards the society in which you live, you comply with the norms and the system, whether you wear your seatbelt or trust the government), 3. involvement (i.e. you get involved in society, you go to university, you pay taxes, etc.), and 4. belief (i.e. it’s out of the value system of society that your beliefs are formed, you believe that wearing your seatbelt makes society better and you believe in it).
· John Braithwaite: control theorist, we have a choice in how we act in society, he studies the effects of stigmatic shaming which is given to criminals in court. There are two types of shaming: disintegrative and re-integrative. Disintegrative shaming involves being punished in a way that enourages rejection or stigmatization. This is opposed to re-integrative shaming, where people are re-integrated into society after prison or made to feel guilty, yet with positive reinforcement, forgiveness, and understanding.
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Labelling Theory: it is a version of symbolic interaction theory. The label people attach to an act is much more important than the act itself. The meaning of an act comes through in how people respond to an act: a negative response means deviance, a positive one non-deviance. The labellers in society are considered to be judges, police, psychiatrists, and other social control agents. The labelled include drug addicts, criminals, mental health patients, and other deviant members of society. The rich, white members in society are more able to label others in society.
Consequences of Labelling: once labelled deviant, people tend to see themselves as deviant and therefore, continue to be deviant.
Symbolic Interaction Theory: people interpret deviance not as some entity which causes are supposed to be sought out, but rather as a dynamic process of symbolic interaction between both deviants and non-deviants. The ‘interaction’ in the term refers to the idea that positivists should not just focus on the individual but on the group involved in the deviance. ‘Symbolic’ refers to how deviance or non-deviance is defined by each other’s actions and responses.
- Becker wrote a book called The Outsiders

- Becker found out that it depends on how you view yourself

- people that used drugs viewed society as the outsiders (shifting and moving the label around, turning it back on society)

- social rules are intended to define what is appropriate/inappropriate behaviour

- the stigmatized can turn the tables around (“I’m not the outsider, you are!”)

- Becker: deviance is not a quality that lies in behaviour itself, but rather in the interaction between the person who commits an act and those who respond to it

- social group create deviance by making the rules whose infraction constitutes deviance and by applying those rules to particular people and labelling them as outsiders


- deviance is not a quality of the act a person commits, but rather a consequence of the application by others of rules and sanctions to an offender


- the deviant is one to whom the label has been successfully applied


- deviant behaviour is behaviour that people label 

Edwin Lemert
Lemert says deviance is a progressive thing.

2 types of deviance: 

Primary Deviance


- a one shot deal, when you commit the act. You may commit a deviant act, but you are not immediately labelled deviant. You may or may not have social penalties put on you.
Secondary Deviance


- the act takes a more serious aspect of life and behaviour, you commit it over and over


- can be viewed as a career deviant

- you are now labelled as deviant and you now most likely hate the institution which keeps not only labelled you deviant, but keeps socially penalizing you.


- since the institutions and community now see you as a criminal, you will now fulfill your role.

- to do secondary deviance, one must actually agree that what they’re doing is deviant.


- for any of these things about labelling and whatever, you can use the example of people being labelled ex-cons, because of this label they will most likely not get a good job once released from prison and will therefore see themselves as an ex-con and commit crime again.
- Social penalties may actually enforce the deviant behaviour

- primary deviance (stage 1) -> social penalties (stage 2) -> secondary deviance (stage 3) ( harsher social penalties (stage 4) -> further deviation (stage 5) (  community stigmatization as being a criminal (stage 6) -> strengthens and reinforces the deviant behaviour (aka ‘crisis stage,’ don’t really care about social norms anymore) (stage 7) -> the ultimate acceptance of the social role of being a criminal (stage 8) (don’t care anymore of what society thinks).
Richard Quinney/Social Reality of Crime: criminal law is used by the state and the ruling class to secure the survival of the capitalist system. Four factors produce high crime rates: 1. the dominant class defines as criminal behaviours that threaten its interests, 2. the dominant class applies those laws to ensure the protection of its interests (i.e. having judges, lawyers, and police enforce the laws), 3. members of the subordinate class are compelled to commit crime because their class pressures them to, and 4. the dominant class uses these criminal acts as the basis for constructing the ideology of crime (i.e. the lower class contains the most criminals, so they should be the ones most often arrested and imprisoned). In Quinney opinion, the powerful criminalize the actions of the poor in order to control and exploit them to keep social inequality the way it is.
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· Quinney argues that the definition of crime is a legal definition of human conduct, created by agents of the state, in a politically organized society.
· Policies that are enacted by governments in power are really their own beliefs in action, so to speak. For example if the crime rate was 0%, the Tories would keep pushing to be tough on crime. This is what a “crime control ideology” means.
· Prisons create jobs and prominent politicians tend to from and represent places where prisons are.
· Quinney also says that definitions of crime are those behaviours that conflict with the dominant class. They reflect the interests of the dominant class. And the dominant class is always interested in property.
· Quinney also says the dominant class has the power to shape and enforce criminal law.
· Quinney believes people will fall into line whether they believe them or not.
· According to Quinney, people will commit crimes if they have access. For example, anaesthetics in Canada have drug issues because they have easy access to them. Education is also key. Interpersonal associations also contribute, who you’re around helps define whether you feel apart of the world and society around you. And self-conceptions is how you think of yourself and how you act day by day and how much strength you can muster so you don’t take part in crime. Quinney falls under the conflict perspective.
· Power Theory: essentially a theory which positions the rich and powerful to be more deviant (or to seek deviance) than others. Power largely determines what type of deviance will happen. And power is an important cause of deviance. It has three elements: 1. the powerful have a stronger deviant motivation and care more about their own personal success than they do about their family and tend to be quite sexual in nature, 2. the powerful also enjoy greater deviant access and are more likely to take the access into deviance than others (i.e. a banker has better access to stealing large sums of money than someone who is unemployed), and 3. the powerful are weaker to social control (the powerful have a lot of influence in the creation of laws, so the laws against them are quite lenient compared to lower-class people). In summary, the powerful are likely to have stronger deviant motivation, enjoy greater deviant opportunity, and encounter weaker social control.
· Crime always involves breaking the law, but deviance does not. Deviance is a violation of an informal norm, while crime is a violation of a formal norm. The number and variety of deviances are infinite, while there is a limited number of crimes. Not all deviant behaviour is criminal, but all criminal behaviour is deviant.
· Robert Pickton: largest serial killer investigation in Canadian history, he had killed many women that he picked up from downtown Vancouver. He was eventually charged with 26 murders. Although most serial killers are uneducated, they tend to be cunning.
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· Guest speaker: city councillor, he works over full time (i.e. 6 days a week) and there are stresses with campaigning (i.e. fighting with other people running) and not too much money is given (i.e. only $235,000). Your knowledge on everything must be improved (i.e. from coyote control to public parks). You learn how to make deals (i.e. if a developer wants to build a high rise, then they may have to pay for some services, such as streetlights).
Lecture 8

· Victor Malarek: the truth is simple, if there was no demand, prostitution would not exist. If men didn’t crave sex from women, tons of heartache would be avoided. Women only enter prostitution if they have to. Women are pawns in a massive global market. Johns choose to impose their will on vulnerable women, to go to countries to have sex with girls, etc. We need intermission programs which will change men (it’d be best to start educating young boys about respecting women). On top of that, there needs to be more help for women. Target the johns and it will end the supply and demand of prostitution. It’s a very moralistic book. Most men who use prostitutes are acting out of male rage rather than any general sexual horniness. According to Malarek prostitution is the world’s oldest system of abuse rather than the world’s oldest profession.
· Emily Simons: sex worker and Carleton graduate, she points out that Malarek is a journalist and not an academic, he’s crafting a story to entertain and to sell, nothing more. All work is work for survival, prostitutes are no different. Sex workers don’t need people to feel bad for them, what is useful is respect. The way Malarek characterizes johns is also harmful to prostitutes, since they’re looked at as being dirty beings, which makes prostitutes feel inadequate. There are customers and then predators, who just want to assault women (Robert Pickton) and especially prostitutes because they’re vulnerable and society doesn’t care about them. But there is an ugly side to the sex industry. Stigma is bad, where prostitutes are considered tainted in some way, which makes it very difficult for sex workers to go to the police, where they don’t believe you or just won’t listen or aren’t seen as being reliable witnesses. It’s also hard to make friends or in the health industry, where doctors will treat you differently if they know your profession. Housing is also an issue when you’re known to be a sex worker or finding new work, where they may fire you for your past work. Criminalization is also bad. Since prostitutes don’t want to get arrested, it requires them to quickly jump in a vehicle or in partners or groups, which makes it all much more dangerous, since you can’t see who is in the car (or in the backseat), whether he’s drunk or has rope or weapons, and the partners can’t take down license plates to give to police in case something goes wrong. Malarek believes in the Swedish model of sex work where buying sex is illegal, but selling it isn’t. When you criminalize the clients and there becomes fewer clients, bad ones begin to crop up. We should focus on ending stigma rather than criminalizing johns.
· W-5 Report: trafficked is when someone controls a person and prostitution is where they are simply providing a service. It’s very challenging for girls to confess in court in front of their traffickers or pimps though, so convictions are hard to come by.
· Research Settings: there are four factors; 1. (you need access, you can’t do research on prisoners without visiting a prison), 2. you need to have established relationships (you need to be trusted, you can get information that nobody else can get by cultivating relationships), 3. you need knowledge of the field and area of research (you must have a good amount of knowledge about previous studies or research done on your subject, you must do a literature review and acquire knowledge), and 4. researcher interest (not everyone will be interested in prisons, but you need interest even if it’s just a little).
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· Marvin Wolfgang: had views on victims and non-victims (victim precipitated and non-victim precipitated), the bulk of homicides are victim precipitated, as in most crimes are done by people who are ‘known’ to the police already. The victim precipitation theory suggests that some people cause or initiate a particular confrontation that may eventually lead to that person becoming victimized by injury or death. Such precipitation on part of the victim can either be active or passive. Active precipitation exists when the victim knowingly acts in a provocative manner, uses fighting words or threats, or simply attacks first. Passive precipitation however, occurs when the victim contains characteristics that unknowingly motivates or threatens the attacker. Such crimes can exist due to personal conflicts such as two individuals competing for a love interest, a promotion, a job, or any other desirable or rare commodity.
· Social Learning Theory: for violence in the home, if it’s witnessed when you are younger (and male), you are more likely to engage in the violence you’ve been exposed to. But many people in the field believe that domestic violence only affects young males, but it affects everyone in a household. Women who are living in a violent home tend to choose mates who are like their fathers.
· Stress Theory: another theory which attempts to explain domestic violence, which is that you cannot discipline children when you’re angry. Parents would have some sort of crisis in their life and then take it out on their children. Stress is a huge risk factor in family violence. There may be a lack of resources or social support which contribute to stress, which then contributes to violence against family members. The best way to avoid psychotic children is to have a loving home full of affection and good examples.
· Exchange Theory: this is another theory of domestic violence, which asks the question about whether there is a benefit or reward for committing family violence. If a male is dominating a woman (his wife or whatever) he could be getting some kind of pleasure from it.

· Protective Factors: anything in someone’s life that reduces the risk that you will commit crime, you may hang around a bad crowd, but you could have a great family or a great teacher, who support you and steer you away from risk factors.
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· Rape: most men plan their rapes and most women know their rapists. Gang rape involves men pressuring each other to prove their masculinity. Rape basically positions women as being objects for men to use and to demonstrate male dominance.
· Child Abuse: two types, physical and sexual. Most times incest is done by fathers to daughters. Incestuous fathers are more than likely to be isolated than others and be loners. Because children under five are more dependent on their parents, abuse is higher with them. Abusers are more likely to have low self esteem, the inability to relate to others, and to have past familial problems. Past violence generally causes parents to be violent with their kids. Stress is another major issue, if you have no money or are going through major issues, you are more likely to commit child abuse.
· Factors in Family Violence: The first factor is age, where if you’re 30 years of age or below, you are more likely to abuse children (or wives). The second factor is class, with lower class families, where abuse of children and spouses take place more frequently in the lower class, this may be because lower class people have less chances to show power outside the home. The third factor is gender, where men are more likely to physically abuse, but women are more likely to abuse emotionally or with neglect, women are also more likely to abuse children. The fourth factor is stress, if you have a great deal of stress and cannot deal with it, you’re more likely to abuse those around you, stress factors include money, pregnancy, being a single parent/teen parent. The fifth factor is social isolation, where people are kept in the dark about what is going on, so it easily continues, as in many people may reduce stress by calling on help with family members or neighbours, but abusive people tend to be socially isolated. These social factors can be used to predict who may be violent towards their family.
· Road Rage Documentary: people believe that the road is theirs, but since cities are getting much more crowded, that’s just not true. Using a vehicle as a weapon is becoming more and more common. How we drive is largely dictated by the driving conditions, for example people used to drive in the 50’s just for fun, but now even on a Sunday everyone is tailgating each other, fighting for every opening, jammed in traffic. The way roads are designed are also an issue, where the cars you pass by (your victories, so to speak) aren’t seen, whereas the cars who have passed you (your defeats, so to speak) are in constant view. This is because we drive looking forward and not backward, so our defeats are always in our minds rather than our victories.
· Elder Abuse: many different forms, including neglect, physical abuse, financial exploitation, or emotional abuse. The perpetrators are usually the children. Older people are more likely to be abused if they’re alone and can’t run away from it. Elder abuse is caused by caregiver problems and stress, financial difficulty and dependence, as well as cost of caregiving being greater than the benefit.
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· Local Menace Documentary: about James Roscoe, who killed 4 RCMP officers. People such as him (and Jonathan Day and Michael Oress) believe that the cops are attacking them and coming after them, they don’t realize that they’re not well and the police are trying to protect communities.
· Stonechild Inquiry: About Neil Stonechild, a young aboriginal teen who was left on the outskirts of Saskatoon by the police for a “starlight tour,” where they left him (and other aboriginals) out in the cold to find their way back home. Stonechild was found frozen to death. This happened in 1990. In 2000, two more frozen natives were found. The RCMP were then called in to investigate the Stonechild case 10 years after he died.

· Police State: when police force is filled with corrupt cops who are not reprimanded for their lawless actions.
· Sex Offenders: what do you do with sex offenders when they’re released from prison? The safest form of release back to the community is with supervision and under halfway houses. There’s obviously no cure for sex offenders, but managing their behaviour can be beneficial. The root causes of this (and other forms of deviance) cannot be cured by execution or long lasting prison sentences. There’s just not enough help in place in the system to manage this behaviour. 
