ANTH1001
Intro to Anthropology
18 September 13

Making the Strange Familiar and the Familiar Strange

Defining anthropology

· Anthropology is commonly defined as the study of humankind in all places and times.

This is a vast and far-reaching field. How do anthropologist make sense of this?
· Holism: “a perspective that emphasized the whole rather than just the parts” = the Big picture
It encourages to see humans as both biological and cultural beings and to consider their present in light of the past

· Comparativism: refers to the use of comparisons between different groups to make generalizations about the complexity of human beings.

4 Fields of Anthropology:

1) Biological anthropology – Human Biology
2) Archaeology – Material culture
3) Linguistic Anthropology – Language and communications – Gestures across cultures
4) Socio-Cultural Anthropology – contemporary or recent cultures and societies

** See pgs. 35-38 in the textbook**

Characteristics of Socio-cultural Anthro

Fieldwork: an extended period of close involvement with the people anthropologist’s study, during which they collect most of their data.

Culture is one of its central, driving concepts

Ethnography: refers to the written/filmed description of a particular culture group, based on fieldwork.

Origin of Anthro

The ‘Savage’ Slot (Trouillot): at the end of the 19th century, the social sciences became established disciplines in universities. Anthro inherited the so-called ‘primitive’ world.

It was a time when European colonialism and scientific racism prevailed.
· Colonialism: the domination of one nation by another through occupation, administration, and control of resources
· Scientific Racism: the justification of racism, racial inferiority/superiority through the use of purportedly scientific methods.

The Nacirema: “American” **EXAM**

 North Americans
 Belief that “the human body is ugly and that its natural tendency is to debility and disease” 

As a result, they engage in various ritual practices that exemplify the most unusual or extreme forms of behavior encountered in human societies,

Examples Include: shrines, box-charm, magical potions, medicine men, herbalist, hog hairs inserted into mouth with magical power, holy-mouth-men, latipso, witch-doctor.

Baseball Magic (Gmelch)

 Gmelch (author) describes American baseball as a magical practice.
 He Tested the hypothesis that we will find magic where elements of chance and accident occurred.
 He found ritual practices, taboos, and fetishes in both hitting and pitching, not in fielding, confirming his hypothesis.
· Ritual practice: e.g. Putting the same clothes in the same order before a match
· Taboo: e.g. avoiding to eating pancakes after a poor performance.
· Fetish: e.g. a baseball bat given special power.

Goal of the 2 Readings:

To challenge the idea that only those living outside of western civilization have ritual practices, believe in magic and engage in behaviours that seem irrational.

[bookmark: _GoBack]To challenge the common association between civilization and rationality, and primitive, people and magic

To reveal our own ethnocentrism:
 Ethnocentrism: the opinion that one’s own way of life is natural or correct and indeed, 
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