Week 1

First of three theory courses:
1. CRM 1301 - "whenever" to 1920s
1. Crim. Theories I - 1920s to 1960s
1. Crim. Theories II - 1960s to now
 
General theme:
knowledge is context bound
 
Criminological Theories:
· the nature of power/authority relationship
· socio-economic, political, intellectual and personal context of theorists
 
NOT ABOUT CURING CRIMINALS
 
Evaluation
· Exam #1 - 30%
· Exam #2 - 30%
· Cumulative Final Exam (TBA): 40%
· Entirely multiple choice
· No memorization. 
· All exams must complete all exams to receive course credit.
· Missed in-class exams cannot be written without an official medical excuse from, or validated by, U of O Health Services.
 
E-Mail Policy
 
Appropriate E-mails:
· From "uOttawa" accounts
· NOT chunkylover53@aol.com
· "CRM 1301" in the subject line
· Brief and concise requests for appointments
· Re-read the e-mail out loud before sending
 
*48 hour response policy
Mon 9am to Fri 5pm
 
E-mails that will not be answered:
· Questions that can be answered by the syllabus or WebCT
· Clarification of concepts or theories
· Information from a class which you were absent
· Frustration-based communication
 
What is theory?
 
A tool that allows us to decide what something is how to act towards it. Not about 'truth.'
 
Defining a theory more formally
 
A generalization that explains the relationship between two or more phenomenon* and the conditions under which the relationship takes place.
 
*phenomenon: observable event.
 
For criminology…
Making sense of observations that is consistent with a particular understanding of the social world.
 
Socio-economic status <--> Crime rates
Examples:
· Minorities are more likely to commit crimes
· Impoverished people or people with a bad home life are more likely to have a life of crime. 
 
Elements of Theory                                                         EXAM
 
Concepts
· Abstract building blocks (eg: power, gender, race)
 
Variables
· Only applicable in some situations
· Independent variables: You can't change them. 
· Dependent variables: Changes in some way depending on the circumstances.
· In terms of gender and sentencing: Man and woman have committed the same crime. They are the same age, same background, same aged child. Do they get the same sentence? NO. The woman gets a lesser sentence because she is a mother. 
 
Example: Power; money, social class, job
 
Theoretical Statements
· Hypothesized relationship between variables
· Sometimes casual, sometimes more tentative (crime and media)
 
Different Theoretical Focuses
 
Macro Theories:
· Explain social structure and its effect
 
Micro Theories:
· Focus on level of the group or individual
· More specific information
· "The relationship of young men from rural areas who come to uOttawa to study the social sciences."
 
Criteria of Sound Critical Theory
 
1. Testable
0. Can I find evidence for this somewhere?
0. Is it observable?
 
1. Logical Soundness
0. Avoid apple and orange logic
0. No stats for rape after 1984, therefore rape is gone.
0. However, they call it "sexual assault" now.
0. Before 1984, unless there was penetration, it was not rape.
0. Cause precedes effect
1. Crime and media?
 
1. Makes sense of conflicting facts
 
1. Sensitizes people to alternatives
 
1. Scope
0. Must cover as wide a range as possible, while keeping credibility.
0. Some theories are generalizable.
1. "Poverty sucks."
 
NOT a good criteria:
Popularity
The problem with 'popular' theories:
· Illogical
· Based on anecdotal (selective) evidence
· Ignores complexity of human beings & society
· Legitimized through repetition
 
Common Theoretical Fallacies
 
1. Ecological Fallacy:
making claims about individuals based on aggregate data
0. The most parking tickets in the city are given out in the market, therefore people who live in the market have no respect for parking laws or park like assholes.
 
1. Tautology:
circular logic
0. Bad kids are spawned by bad parents. Bad parents have bad kids because they're bad parents. 
0. The western world is more evolved because they're more impowered. They're more impowered because they're more evolved.
 
Critical Thinking
 
A note on assumptions:
· All theories involve assumptions
· What is important or not
· What is human nature
· What are key issues
 
Shapes what we look at, and how we examine some things, and ignore others…..
 
Marx's theory changed over the years to account for new assumptions. 
 
Relevance of History
 
· Easier to consider social phenomena by examining unfamiliar phenomena
· Appreciate the roots and logic behind current responses to deviance
· Recognize influences upon criminology
· Sociology, psychology, biology, theology, history, etc.
 
Key Ideas
· Theory
· Elements of Theory
· Macro/Micro Theories
· Criteria of Sound Theories
· Theoretical Fallacies

Week 2

Crime and Punishment
 
Pre-Middle Ages
 
Acephalous Societies
· Shared goals
· Survival
· No central authority
 
Deviance = threat to group survival
· Retribution is illogical
· Group reconciliation is logical
· Gives way to technology and emerging market-based economics & Christianity
 
Early Middle Ages
 
Assurance of guilt
· Iron maiden
· The rack
· Thumb screws
· Persuasion (for leniency)
 
Goal of Justice & Types of Punishment
· Rituals of a Thousand Deaths
· Purifying pain & demonstrated shame to educate others (NOT deterrence though)
· Making things 'right' with God (lex talionis)
 
Week 3

What would be the problem of interviewing people in prison only about how the media has educated or influenced them in ways they may have copied?
 
Thomas Hobbes (1588 - 1679)
 
Leviathan (1651)
· Written about a world without social order
· About the nature of being human in a group.
 
"The assumption of being human is that it is nasty, brutish and short." - Hobbes
· Survival instincts
 
Human Nature (autonomy):
· Social order is created by humans;
· Social change is created by humans;
· Action motivated by selfishness & desire to avoid perpetual conflict
 
'Natural' causes of conflict:
1. Limited material possessions
0. Becomes particularly relevant in eugenics 
0. Judging people taking seats on the bus/Getting mad at OC Transpo for lack of seats
1. District
1. Glory (power)
 
Natural human condition:
"In a state of perpetual war of all against all" (Delaney, 2004:3)
· No morality
· Constant fear
 
How does this assumption translate temporally?
· Is this a universal truth?
 
Desires  + Aversions
· All 'humans' are in a constant struggle for power, avoid violent death
· Individual rights vs. peaceful cooperative society
· Dangerous Offenders Act: rights of society are more important than the rights of the offender. 
· Requires enforcement: authoritarian government & 'commodious living'
· Keeps everyone busy and working
· The state tells you what to do so in the twisted logic, everyone "agrees"
 
John Locke
 
Free will restricted only by God; precedes society and state.
· We do have autonomy, but we are guided by morality.
· If we could go pre-culture, they would still have the morality given to them by God. 
 
Right to self-preservation through private property appropriation
If you don't own property, God doesn't like you. 
· Share
· All white males should have access to, and share in the care of, the property of the state.
· He doesn't care about women, or slaves.
· Preserve
· It should be taken care of as a resource for the state.
· It's almost being "lent" to you
 
Human Nature:
Horrible conflict & power: God granted morals which prevented Hobbes "free for all."
 
Money dodges natural law
Protestant Work Ethic:
· Rationality & deserving
· If you work for the state, you deserve to share in the states properties
 
Locke: money leads to unequal possession of Earth
 
Trustee relationship:
Gov't no rights; only responsibilities
· Property owners (acts in best interest
· Did not support property owners who were out to amass the wealth
· Non-property owners
 
*Power granted to trustee by PO, not majority
'Gov't should be accountable to "the people."'
 
Separation of the State and Church
· Protect man's self-advancement
· Civil liberties: health, money, land, home…
 
Laws: created for the 'public good'
· Acts against God dealt with by God, not Church
 
Jean Jacques Rousseau
 
The Social Contract (1762)
"Man is  born free and everywhere he is in chains." (Delaney, 2004:9)
 
Motivation: Self-preservation
 
State (for society):
· Maintain order
· Provide opportunities for happiness
· Before: Shut up and eat your gruel. No-one cared if you were happy or not.
· Happiness comes out of your individuality
· Individuality comes from society
 
Ideal Society
· Grew in relation to good governance
· We shouldn't be rushing to just increase our state, get as much land as we can and conquer as many people as we can. Then, it gets too big to govern. 
· Don't bite off more than you can chew.
· All members of society have an equal voice
· Not talking slaves, women, or children. He's talking about the "right people." White, middle to upper income men who owned property. 
· People are equal to their occupation
· There is no caste system. 
· You have the right to choose a job that you are good at and like. Except for women. 
· No one is above the law
· Inspired by Mackevelli
· Rejected individual power (in terms of equal rights)
· You have the right to be happy, but your right to happiness is not more important than someone else's. 
· New members should not alter the state to their advantage
· Preservation from conquest
· We should have the right to be safe from being conquered by our neighbours.

Week 4 

The Renaissance (1492-1700s)
 
· Birth of Humanism
· Ability of the human mind to think for yourself
 
· Time of re-thinking
· Mysticism to rationalism
· Trying to find logic behind things
 
· Universities emerge
· Liberalism
· Being open to other things
· Looking for the logic and flaws in things being presented to you
· Dissent
· RC Church loses power
 
· Printing press
· You had to had to have a license given to you by the privy council to print. 
· If you published without one, you could be brought to trial.
· If you published against the church/state, you would be brought to trial for heresay or treason.
 
Birth of Science
 
Radical Idea:
· Search for answers in nature (laws)
· Nature made perfect by "Man" (science)
 
Medical Advances
· Hands on experiments
· Dissections/autopsy
· Increased population
 
Reformation
 
Martin Luther
· 1517 - The 95 Theses
· Nailed them to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg
· Castle Church, Wittenberg
· Protestant reformation
· Affirmed secular authority
· Divine rights of kings
· God smiled on the rich.
· Questions wealth of church vs. poor
· Luther said it was bullshit
 
Henry the VIII
· Ruled 1509-1547
· Could not father a male heir, blamed all the women in his life
· English reformation
· His power was founded on the RCC
· Could not have a divorce in the RCC, decided to make his own church.
· Church of England (answers to the King, as opposed to the King answering to the RCC)
· Appropriated church power to the secular arm
 
Religion
 
Protestant Work Ethic
· Work hard, save, moderate consumption, belief. Success indicates "God's blessing."
· If you work and believe, God will reward you in the afterlife.
· Abstinence
 
Weber: Critique of Work Ethic
· Individualism w/ emphasis on labor and success benefits capitalism
· Ideal laborers
· Bribing workers with rewards for hard work (not great rewards, but rewards all the same)
· Middle class
· Poverty = Individual flaw
· State not responsible
· It's your fault for being poor.
 
Up until now…
Individualism
· Magna Carta
· 38, 39, 40th articles
· The Reformation
· Urban Population explosion

Week 5

Classical Criminology (1750s - 1850s)
Bentham and Beccaria
 
Up until now…
· Individualism
· Magna Carta (constitution)
· The Reformation
 
· Market Economy
· Wealth
· Class
· Collapse of Feudalism
 
· Age of Monarch
· With spiritual and economic underpinnings
 
Hint: p 49-54 of Phol.
 
Classical Period
 
Massive population growth
· Populations less homogenous
· Social bonds weakened
· 1830s Sir Robert Peel (Britain)
· First chief of police
· Movement towards state policing
 
Cash for Labour (capitalist marketplace)
· Individuality (economic & political)
· "Citizens" & the rise of the Nation State
· Private vs. collective property
 
Reformation…
· Poverty
· Lavish life of Roman Catholic Authorities
 
Social Contract
· A kind of legal agreement
· Freely entered contract
· Hobbes motivations
 
Away from Supernatural
· Logic (Aristotle)
· Central state authority
 
"...all good human action must direct itself towards the common good" (Phol, p.53)
 
Scholastic Theology
Sin = failure to make free and calculable rational choices for the common good. 
 
Classical View
 
Deviance:
Freely calculated to maximize pleasure and minimize pain
 
Antecedents:
· Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau
· Key to the French Revolution
· 1789 - 1799
 
Cesare Beccaria
Essays On Crime and Punishment, 1764
 
Jeremy Bentham
Principals & Morals of Legislation, 1789
 
"If the is no demonstrable victims, there should be no punishment" (Phol, 59)
 
Hedonism: Pursuit of pleasure
 
Cecare Beccaria
 
Upper class Italian
· Dissidents in Milan
· Scholastic Theology
 
Focused on:
· Demonic social control
· Corruption & independent judges
 
Essay in Crime and Punishment 1764
 "...a systematic plan for making legal social control more humane and rational"
 
Wide appeal
· Harsh arbitrary punishment loses favour
· Debates: control of the state and its organization
 
Principles of Crime and Punishment
 
1. Necessity of Rational Punishment
 
Preservation of social contract
· Remind individuals of common interest in social order
· Defense of public liberty (not tyranny)
 
Week 6

Foucault (1926 - 1984)
 
Consider individualization:
From Renaissance to Modernity
· Docile Bodies
· Birth of the Penitentiary
 
Changing needs of time = Docile Bodies (disciplined workers)
 
When you read Foucault: a note on 'style'
 
Discipline:
Its not just for prisoners…
 
The Art of Punishing
1. Appears fair (normal)
1. Representations of punishment 'more lively'
1. Focus: everyone
1. Must be temporary
1. Mundane nature
1. Criminal is turned into an object of rehabilitation
 
Foucault was critical of the discourse of prisons…
 
Prisons designed to realize goals…
Penitentiary
Solitude (Monotony)
· Separate criminal influence
· Middle class reformation of the poor and unfortunate
· Well intentioned
· Maximize convict labour
Problematic from the beginning…
 
Effectiveness
· Not effective deterrence
· General or individual 
· Canada: Long-term
 
Efforts for humane approach resulted in a system characterized by brutality.
 
Notion of prisoners based on idea of reformation.
Never successfully established. 
 
New Punishment
Not sustained because of its success
· Relations of power
· Needs of economy (labour)
· Needs of a state (demonstration that it operates in the interests of society)
· Bureaucratic capabilities (new state bureaucracy to support_
Imbedded culturally as "Normal"
 
Docile Bodies: Mechanics of Power
 
Power functions through discourses:
· Subtle coercion
· Rituals of exercise
· Constant and meticulous coercion
 
HOW does disciplinary punishment work?
· Normalizing Judgment
· The Examination
 
The Means of Correct Training
 
Normalizing judgment
· Micro-penalties of time, activity, behaviour, speech, body & sexuality
 
Detention Through the Ages
 
Rome (Antiquity)
· Detention centres (trial)
· Slavery (chains)
 
Middle Ages (Europe)
· Dungeons & holding cells
· Death from starvation, violence, disease
· Nobility: Tower of London (pre-execution)
· Clergy: solitary penance
· Model for prisons
 
Body: Historically a Focus of Power
 
Demonic Period:
Body tortured to chase spirits out
 
Classical:
Pain inflicted to counter "benefit" of deviance
 
Modernity:
Body controlled to change mind
 
Docile Bodies: Mechanics of Power
 
Power functions through discourses
· Subtle coercion
· Rituals of exercise
· Constant and meticulous coercion
 
HOW does disciplinary punishment work?
· Normalizing judgement
· Micro-penalties of time, activity, behaviour, speech, body & sexuality
· Punished if you speak your native language
· If they left town, the school checked to see if they were still virgin when they came back
· Shaved their heads to make them all the same
 
Key Terms:
· Foucault as critic of Classical approach to incarceration
· Docile Bodies
· Mechanics of Discipline
· Normalizing judgement
· Examination

Week 9

Social Context
 
Capitalism Emerges
1. The Industrial Revolution
1. The development of overseas markets and products 
 
Capitalist Effects
· Overcrowding
· Underpaid/overworked
· Unemployment as machines replace people
· Harsh living conditions (urban mass)
· Capitalists: workers are part of the machine
· They work for the public
 
Karl Marx (1818-1883)
 
Personal Context
· New York Tribune foreign correspondent
· Material Conditions (poor in adulthood)
· Impacted the way he understood how the world works
 
The Communist Manifesto (1848)
· Lumpenproletariat
· The layer of the working class unable to ever achieve class consciousness
· Lost to socially useful production
· No use in revolutionary struggle or an actual impediment to the realization of a classless society
· A population not integrated into the division of labour (economy/capitalism)
· Surplus army of labour
· Moral & physical threats to economy
 
Intellectual Context
· Enlightenment influence
· Traveled across Europe
· Begins with Hegel and notion of society (class)
· Society evolves "naturally" from tribal to rational.
 
Breaks from Hegel
· People MUST be able to realize their potential
· Focus on material reality
· The culmination of a classless society
· People act in their own interests
· If you don’t, it's because needs are hidden from you…
· Outlook shaped by material conditions 
 
Capitalism: The Superstructure
 
Ideology
· Ways of thinking support material reality
· Position of ruling class reflected  in ideology
· Presented as natural or 'common sense'
 
"You say you want a revolution…"
Conflict is inherent to class structure.
Revolt is inevitable 
· Eventually the oppressed will become conscious of their exploitation
· Socialism without exploitation…
 
Social control and legislation focused on quelling uprisings & not interested in addressing concerns
 
Shift from enlightenment's belief that the state was "naturally neutral"
 
Capitalism as a Cause of Crime
 
Surplus population keeps wage down
· If becomes too large = problematic
· The social creation of the "Dangerous Classes"
 
Social Junk:
· Passive withdrawal from society
· Unemployed, drug use, etc.
· Cheap to control those who "keep quiet"
 
Social Dynamite
· Actively threatens ruling power
· Youthful, political & alienated
· Response: CJS ("waste management" - Simon)
 
The Birth of Statistics
The Social Mechanics of Crime: Adolphe Quetelet
 
Statistics
Central component of criminological theories that seek to explain criminality
 
But what do statistics tell us?
1. Norms
0. Standard
0. Ordinary
 
1. Rates
0. Indicators of trends
0. Used to predict
 
Birth of Statistics (early 1800s):
Social Context
 
Democratic State
· Emergence of Welfare State (taxation)
 
Industrial Revolution
· Model of factory/society
· Duty tied to rational production
 
Urbanization
· Dangerous Classes:
· Not controlled by ideology of industry or the social contract
· Counts related to diseases - moral panic
 
Media
· Emerging literacy
· Moral Panics
· Overreaction about particular groups
 
Science: Desire to control nature
· Natural laws/social laws
· Personal freedom
· Limited by environment & constitution
 
Statistics
Desire of Government to control population
· Practices of enumeration
· Previously for taxation
· Training/standards of conduct
· Church & military
 
· State encroaches on social life
· Knowledge on citizens expands
· Welfare state ("programs" & tax payers)
 
Crime Statistics
 
Compte 1827
· General record of all criminal offences in Paris
· Divided by types of justice system (civic or criminal)
 
Records Indicate:
1. Number of previous offences
1. If accused was acquitted or convicted
1. Punishment (if convicted)
1. Time of year of offence
1. Age, sex, occupation, and education of accused.
 
Became more detailed over time, looking for correlates
Records about "habits" begin to circulate…
 
Adolphe Quetelet
Key: Methodological & conceptual contributions
 
Biography
· Avoided deterministic arguments of later positivism
· Known for scientific rigour
· Math & Astronomy
· Academic (not concerned with crime orig.)
 
Social Mechanics
Interest in applying natural laws to human actions
 
· Social Facts: social laws governing societies
 
· Laws identified through analysis of statistics
· Think about the criteria of critical theory
 
Quetelet's 3 Statistical Rules
 
1. Average "man" = natural distribution

Bell curve (midpoint)
0. Average person = centre of gravity
0. Physical characteristics of a population
0. Moral statistics (suicide, marriage, etc)
 
KEY: Individual differences not as important as the SUM of individuals (society)
 
1. Law of large numbers

Need a large sample
 
1. Law of Regularity
1. Changes are rare
1. Predictability

Week 10

Late 1800s Context
 
Reification of Science
· Emergence of experts
· Society as a social fact
· 1850s heredity studies
 
Statistics
 
Growing Underclass
 
Social Darwinism

Ethnocentric
Progress/Civilization
Scientific justification for inequity
 
Tautology
"We" are in power because we are more evolved.
How do you know you're more evolved?
Because "we" are in power...
 
Positivism
A way of looking at the world.
 
A method & a paradigm
· Focus on actors not acts
· Deterministic
· Locate difference in people
 
Instead of understanding the broader picture or the patterns, we're trying to understand the difference between people.
 
Assumptions of Positivism
· Causes of criminal behaviour are different than causes for non-criminal behaviour 
· Consensus (organism)
 
Birth of Criminology
The Italian School
 
The foundations of biological explanations
Assumed people in prison = criminals
 
· Cecare Lombrosso
· Enrico Ferri
· Raffael Garofalo
 
Remember context:
Reification of science, stats, rise of the experts, failure of the classical approaches, moral panics, dangerous classes…
 
Phrenology
 
Founded on Aristotle..
"Brain as the organ of the mind."
 
· Exterior skull/interior brain
 
· Mind - faculties & function
· Requires "exercise"
 
· Behaviour - bumps in skull
 
· 1830s scientifically accepted
· Criminal determined by trained phrenologists
 
Cecare Lombrosso (1835 - 1909)
 
Medically trained
· Psychiatry
· Professor of legal medicine
· Testified at trials
· The Criminal Man (1876)
· with Gina Lombrosso-Ferrero
 
Criminal Classification
 
Born Criminals
· Atavistic Man
· Primitive
· Less evolved/developed
· 1/3 of offenders
 
Lombrosso
 
Volunteered for medical services/army
· Focused on own data & others
 
· Deviations common to particular races/cultures
 
· Autopsies
· Criminals & non
· Animals
· "inferior races"
· Physically/intellectually
 
Criminal Woman
 
Smaller variation
· Between women
· Came to the conclusion that women are naturally determined to be "vengeful, weak, and dumb."
 
Less evolved than men?
 
Naturally vengeful, weak, and dumb - balanced by "feminine"
 
Criminal women: masculine
 
Critiques of Positivist Criminology
 
Cure for crime?
 
Marked by poor methodology
· Despite scientific foundation
 
Repressive responses (not cure)
 
Pathologizing deviance
· Illness of non-conformity
· Discourse of non-responsibility
· Industry of experts
 
Week 11

Social Positivism
 
Focus on the actor still but… 
· Not biological explanation
· Identity and structure
· Universality of "crime"
· Regardless of time and place, there is a search for the most deviant people in culture
· There is always a process to deal with them
 
The problem of categorizing Marx…
· He writes in response to the failure of classical criminology
· Macro level analysis (economy) but many consider him to be a social positivist
· Informs the work of Durkhiem and Merton
 
Emile Durkheim (1858 - 1917)
· French
· Sociologist
· Personal shift
· Isolated Jewish Sect, N. France
· Intellectual elite, Paris
 
Scientific approach but…
· In search of the science of society
· Resistant to psychology
· Individual is born into social order
· Consciousness not "natural"
· Social determinism
 
Assumptions
 
People have infinite needs and desires; society places necessary constraints
· Happiness: needs proportionate to means
· Crisis: learning new aspirations
· Disorder: Anomie - when society fails to place limits of social norms
 
Strain and Ecological Theories
 
The Normal and the Pathological
 
Critique of biological positivism
· Crime is "normal"
· Socrates
· What is justice?
 
Society Shifts (Evolves?)
 
Mechanical:
· Isolated groups - rural
· Little division of labour
· Solidarity in similarity of lives
· Law:
· Stigmatization & coercion
· Similarities
 
Organic:
· More advanced - urban
· Highly developed division of labour
· Inter-dependant (not similar)
· Law:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Regulate interactions between social segments
