Emile Durkheim
Social Solidarity and The Law:
· Society as a moral phenomenon
· Decline in religion & rise of industrialization
· Religious glue weakening  “what will now hold society?”
· The Division of Labor  produces new society (organic solidarity)
1. Mechanical Solidarity:
· Binds individuals to society
· Organized along gender roles
· Members are very alike
· Shore moral values and follow rules of the group
· REPRESSIVE LAW – criminal or penal which is punitive based
2. Organic Solidarity:
· Diverse division of labor
· RESTITUTIVE LAW – civil – restores order

Crime and Punishment:
· Repressive law – mechanical solidarity – ex) judge gives community service hours
· Restitutive law – organic solidarity – ex) judge saying to fix the damage made such as plumbing accident damaging someone’s floor

Collective Consciousness:
· Group mind/ shared group values
· Stronger in mechanical solidarity
· Something is considered criminal because it shocks the collective consciousness
· Crime because WE do not approve of it

Suicide:
· Every society has a suicide rate
· Greater solidarity when there is frequent interaction with other members
· Social solidarity key for explaining suicide rates

1. Egoistic
· Divided in three societies – Religion, Family, Political
· Religion – protestant more individualistic  higher rate than Catholics
· Family - unmarried people more likely then married people
· Children provide immunity
· Political – times of crisis  high solidarity  less suicide
2. Altruistic
· Suicide as a duty
· Strong collective consciousness
· Dying for a cause  suicide bomber

3. Anomic: loosening of regulation
· Breakdown of social order
· Rapid social change raises suicide rate  ex) man winning lottery

4. Fatalistic: over regulation  ex) sex slave

Karl Marx
Fetishism of Commodities:
· Under capitalism, social form of labor is mystified as a result of the fetish character of commodities
· Labor is bought and sold on the market
· Social form of labor is mystified as a result of the mystical commodity of capitalism
· Only under capitalism does commodities have a fetish nature
· Fetishism of commodities makes proletariat unaware that they are exploited
· Bourgeoisie can thus NOT see where value is really created
· Working class produces the products of the world, but because of FETISH, people only see them as ‘things’
· But it is really a product of a collective effort/system of capitalism
· To exist in capitalism, you need to sell your labor
· “It is only when we look at the exchange and circulation of commodities that we begin to grasp the social relations at work (ex – Vietnamese factories)

Use Value & Exchange Value:
· Two-fold character
· Use Value: how useful the object is
· Exchange Value: value of a commodity based on exchangeability
· Object does not have it only in relation to other objects
· Price of commodities is ultimately determined by how much labor was put in, including machinery, extrac5iton of resources, etc.
· Price determined though supply and demand
· Exchange value depends on the socially necessary amount of labor time needed to produce it
· 1. The amount of labor it takes to make the commodity
· 2. The overall amount it takes to produce and reproduce the workforce 

Labor as a Commodity:
· Worker has to sell labor to subsist, which allows capitalists to keep profiting 
· The fact that they are worker allows other to generate profits
· Commodity form in capitalism (fetish) hides the fact that labor is ultimate source of value of commodities
· through production process and the exchange of commodities is value ULTIMATELY created

Wage Labor:
· Wage: sum of money paid by the capitalist for the worker’s time, or output
· In reality, capitalist buys the labor power of the worker
· Price of labor is determined by how much it costs to produce workers
· How much $ to keep worker alive
· Training time
· Cost of replacing workers if need be
· Wage minimum: lowest price you can pay someone
· Determined by how much is needed to stay alive
· CAPITAL NEEDS LABOR TO REPRODUCE – LABOR NEEDS CAPITAL TO PRODUCE

HERBERT MARCUSE
· Updates Marxism
· One-Dimensional Man: studies in the ideology of advanced industrial society 1964

One-Dimensional Man:
· Major importance to Marcuse was ‘critical thinking’ and ‘human freedom’
· Critical Theory: analysis of the way in which society is oppressed and dominated
· Developed as a theory of social change that would connect philosophy, social theory and radical politics
· Immanent Critique
· Critique from within - you take the categories that are within a society like progress, freedom, goals, etc., and you look at the society you are analyzing and you try to evaluate to what extend does the society provide us with freedom?
· During the 1950s and 1960s, domination is achieved through consumerism and rational administration
· This is NOT like totalitarian society where people KNOW they are being oppressed
· People believe they are free, but only within certain limits
· One Dimensional Thinking – no awareness of how much people are being dominated by society – no demand for social change
· Consumerism – helps to create ‘false needs’ (ex – fashionable clothing) and also helps to pacify the public
· People work hard and long to meet false needs
· We ‘NEED’ to buy stuff, which SEEMS like it comes from within

· Technological progress promises freedom
· Consumer society functions to create a false sense of one-ness between the powerful and powerless - esp TV – everyone watching the same programs, etc.

· Marcuse and Marxism:
· The working class want social mobility, NOT revolutionary change
· Workers have become integrated into the system
· One Dimensional Thinking erases the tensions on a surface level through consumerism
















Max Weber
Class, Status, Party
· Multiple ways that power can be exercised and distributed

Weber’s thought on Marx: Impossible to reduce the organization of society to one single dimension – ownership or non-ownership of the means of production
Weber’s definition of power: in general, we understand by power the chance of a man or of a number of men to realize their own will in a communal action even against the resistance of others who are participating in the same action.

For Marx, worker were ‘free’, meaning they had the choice to sell or not to sell their labor

Weber agreed with Marx that there are classes in society but he thought the analysis was too reductionist (one phenomenon apply to all) and there was a lot more going on. 
· Classes, status groups, and parties are phenomena of distribution of power within a community.

In contrast to Marx who sees it in terms of capitalist market, Weber says status groups make up social order, classes the economic order, and parties the legal/political order. 

Weber argues that “economically conditioned power is not identical with power per say. The emergence of economic power may be the consequence of power existing on other grounds (controversial to Marx). Man does not strive for power only to enrich himself economically. Power, including economic power, may be valued for its own sake. Very frequently the striving for power is conditioned by the social honor it entails. Not all power entail honor 
· Not all forms of power give the person status, ex drug dealing, where you cant socially use this power is a social society, ex2, age can confer/determine honor or status on an individual, such as getting social status and honor and respect for being an elder, which has nothing to do with how economically privileged you are, or the seniors in high school having power over the freshmen.

Class:
· Class Situation: the relationship of a person or number of people to a particular market that has an important effect on the life chances of these people
· Life Chances: Life chances are the opportunities an individual has to improve their quality of life or the extent to which an individual has access to important resources, such as food, housing, education, employment, and healthcare
** Do people with different jobs share the same class situation? Different individuals will have different outcomes in relation to the relation to the market (ex getting a higher wage for having a better job due to their skills).

THREE ASPECTS OF CLASS:
1. Similar Life Chances
a. A lot of people have a causal component on their life chances
i. Male dentists 160000$ vs. female 100000$
b. Dentists sell labor to meet means of subsistence. They are selling their labor for wages so they are proletariat and have a much higher salary than other proletariats such as barbers.
i. Technically they both share the class situation (proletariat) but they don’t share life chances

2. Economic Interest:
· Possession of goods, skills, and opportunities for income. If you can sell your skill or talent on the market you can have great economic interest. Individuals and groups possess a broad range of skills and opportunities such as mentioned and therefore have a weird relation to the market. The market changes over time. What is considered valuable in one market may be non-valuable somewhere else or at another time. Ex, value of houses in Vancouver increased over time, watch-making skills are no longer valuable. Class for weber is a cohesive root.

3. Market: the conditions of the commodity or labor markets

· The possession of property defines the main class difference, according to weber
· The owners of property have better/privileges access to sources of wealth creating, by virtue of ownership and more power in the makers
· Entrepreneurs use wealth in commercial ventures, rentiers profit by interest on their property through investment or rent of land.
· Both forms of ownership yield advantages resulting from ability to convert property to money

· Commercial classes – finance capitalism
· Acquisition classes – property-less class
· Skilled, semi-skilled, unskilled

· Classes are not communities; they merely represent possible, and frequent, bases for communal action

Status and Status Groups:
· Weber says groups are more likely to be formed on the basis of status or status honor
· Status groups are normally communities (unlike class)
· Status Situation also affects life chances
· Honor: refers to any distinction, respect or esteem that is accorded to an individual by others
· Forms of Status Groups: status groups can be formed on the basis of any characteristic that is socially recognized by others and which becomes the object of social honor (prestige)

Three major types of social honor:
1. Property: 
a. Important basis for a status group, those with considerable property/ wealth have the means to develop a certain style of life
b. While property can form an important basis for status, property alone is not the key to status
2. Styles of Life based on consumption differences commonly from status groups
a. Property and income are needed for consumption
b. Not so much money, but the things you bought which leads to social honor associated with group interaction
c. Status Symbols – prestige attached to consumption and goods
3. Groups unrelated to property:
a. Status groups may cut across property and class lines
b. Regardless of your class, you can be a member of a status group because INCOME has nothing to do with STATUS GROUP
c. This honor or lack of honor can form the basis for awarding jobs, opportunities for promotion and privileges in the political sphere
d. Your membership to a status group, JEWISH OR NOT, will determine your life chances
e. Social groups are usually associated with restrictions on social intercourse or interaction
f. Some degree of SOCIAL CLOSURE to outsiders
g. A status group may manage relationship of those within the group


Party (any form of legal organization formed with a specific goal in mind)
· Parties are formal organizations, rather than communities or groups, and they involve striving for a goal in a planned manner
· They are associations of people that attempt to influence social action
· Their action is oriented towards the acquisition of social ‘power’, that is to say, toward influencing a communal action no matter what its content may be
· Regardless of class or status, with specific goal in mind
· Social movement can be a form of party – specific goal in mind for organized group of people
· Trade unions, professional associations, B.I.As, community organizations etc. 











Thorstein Veblen

· Veblen wanted economists to account for the social and cultural causes and effects of economic changes
· His work is a political satire on the shallowness of the leisure class
· Veblen – the lower classes were not out to overthrow the upper class – strived to climb up to it and be part of it 
· Examined the relationship between economics and culture via consumption
· Evolutionary theory – the emergence of the leisure through historical processes – they emerged on top but are the lease productive
· The leisure class (wealthiest and most esteemed) is at the top of the social structure in terms of prestige/honour 
· The leisure class avoid any kind of employment that is productive 
· Not considered to be honourable activities

The Leisure Class
· Ex – you would never see the Queen of England changing a light blub
· Anti – physical labor
· Work – labor – occupation is evaluated within a status system
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Basis on which prestige or status ultimately rests is PECUNIARY Strength (wealth)
· How much time you have free from working displays wealth
· Immaterial goods – vacations, hunting, wine tasting
· Display of knowledge of food and wine

Pecuniary Canons of Taste:
· “The consumption of expensive goods is meritorious”
· Goods have extra costs, ex – matte black paint job  cost on top of the utility of the object
· Goods are humilific (less valuable) if they do not have “add ons”
· Cheap costing things become culturally cheap  bad or less valuable
· Well being and identity is tied to consumption of goods and status
· Marks of hand labor make things more valuable
· Hand labor is more wasteful than machines
· A return to handicraft 
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