LING 200

Linguistics: 
Linguistics is the scientific study of a particular aspect of human knowledge
“ knowledge of language” (KOL).

· What is knowledge? – combination of genetics, experience, and learned behavior.
· We will still refer to entities like “English”, “French”, “Telugu”, etc..
But in the same way as atmospheric chemists use the term “air”.
· The knowledge that linguistics are interested in is a property of individual human brains.
· Knowledge of language is unconscious or tacit knowledge.
This is the type of knowledge that a native speaker has of his language.
It is the knowledge that develops naturally in human children.

· The goal of linguistics is to make a model of knowledge of languages.
The main part of the model is often called a “computational system”.


Mental vs. physical reality in KOL:

· There are no discrete sounds
· There are no words or sentences.
· Language does not come in on separate “Auditory channel”, But is instead mixed completely together with all other sounds in the inviroment.


Linguistics “Preception”:
· Our perceptions of language are exactly parallel to our visual
            perceptions. Specifically:
· linguistic perceptions are abstracted from physical reality
· linguistic mental representations are produced systematically,
            that is, their production is rule-governed.
· Since both the linguistic and visual systems are types of human
            knowledge which share properties and can be modelled using
            the same type of framework, it makes sense to group them
            together under the larger umbrella of Cognitive Science. 

Object of inquiry vs. available data:

· We assume that speakers’ knowledge of language is ‘perfect’ in
            some sense (in large part, this is because of its computational
            nature)
· We know that speakers’ actual behavior, their performance, is
            loaded with imperfections – hesitations, incomplete sentences,
            false starts, articulatory glitches, etc.
· Our goal is to describe speakers’ knowledge, their competence,
            but we are limited to an observation of their performance.
· Competence will be performance minus the performance errors and
            minus the effects of extra-linguistic knowledge such as
            pragmatics (knowledge of how the world works)


Traditional divisions of linguistics:

· Phonetics – the physical description of speech sounds.
a mix between articular and auditory system to understand language. To get to understand the physiology of the sound and how we precept them. 
· Phonology – the abstract manipulation of sound-related features.
This is actually the study of a sound. Not like phonetics which is to understand what our brain gets of the knowledge that it receive.
· Morphology – the meaningful building blocks of language (not quite ‘words’).
It is more to understand what our brain gets of the knowledge that it receive.
The “detergent test” shows us that it is unconscious knowledge against the conscious knowledge. 
· Syntax – how ‘words’ are structured into larger groupings.
More of an understanding what is sentence, and why is it complexed this way.
· Semantics – the interpretation level; meaning.











Phonetics


· IPA: international phonetics association

· When we speak we actually breathing a lot faster. If we would breath at the same speed as we speak we would hyper ventilate and faint. But our brain knows how to spare just the right amount of air and use the specific speed of breatjing so we could speak without fainting.



*Vowels:
Vowels are made of free flow of oxygen without any abstractions.

*Consonant:
Happens when there is partially abstraction of full abstraction.
· What drives the syllables are the vowels.


	Lips pos. +tongue pos/ jaw place.

	Unround/ 
Front 
	Round/
Back 

	

HI
	[i]<beat>(tense)

[I]<bit>(lax)
	[U]<boot>(tense)

[Ʊ]<put>(lax)

	

MID
	[e]<bait>(tense)

[ɛ]<bet>(lax)
	[o]<boat>(tense)

[ʋ]<Law>(lax)

	

LO
	[a]<father>(lax)

[ǽ]<ash>(lax)
	


   

· There are two symbols that are almost identical. ([ǝ],[ʌ]) they are both lax and they are more in the mid section of the jaw.
· Schwa: [ǝ]<cut>,<utter>(lax!).
· Diphthongs: 
Start in one articular area and moves to another articular area, vowels soeaking.
e.g: <side> = [saˬid].

· Usualy people use the diphthongs in two ways: [aˬi],[aj]<side>
                                                                            [eˬi],[ej]<paid>
                                                                            [aˬu],[aʷ]<hour>
[bookmark: _GoBack]                                                                            [oˬi],[oj]<boy>
