PHI 2397 Lecture 2
More- Mark Osborne
Ethics- What should I do?
How can I have a both a successful life and a Successful business?

False Dichotomy
Ethical Theories

I do what I hope will bring about the best consequences.
Consequentialism
Business- Profit

Plato- 4th century BC Greek
Dialogues
The Republic
Socrates
Keeping your word.
Stealing is wrong.

Meaningful life
Epicurus- 3rd century BC Greek:
1. Enough money to satisfy your needs.
2. Friends
3. Freedom
Choose your own path to happiness. Get out of other people’s systems.

Epictetus- 1st century AD Greek: (opposite of Epicurus)
Embrace an existing system.

Personality Types

Epicureans- Entrepreneurs
Epictiteans- Valued Employee

Steve Jobs- Apple
1. Do what you love and don’t settle. Don’t follow the advice.
2. Remembering you are going to die is the best way to avoid the trap of thinking you have something to lose.

Happiness

Enlightenment: 16th century- late 19th century
Europe
Utilitarianism
What is the best consequence?
Happiness.
What is the best happiness?
The best happiness is when the most people are happy.

Act so as to create the greatest good (Happiness) for the greatest number.
Utilitarian Principle
Deals only with the majority.
Democracy
End justifies the means.
Want
Rights
Desires, psychological, physical
Good, Right
Good, Bad

Jeremy Bentham- 18th century
English
Utility- usefulness
All goods things are useful.

Criterion
Pain/pleasure principle
Natural =/= Nature
Natural numbers- 1,2,3,…
Self-evident either by senses or by reason.

Facts

Naturalistic Fallacy- G.E Moore- 20th century English
Pain= Bad
Pleasure= Good
Equating a fact with a value.

There are bad pleasures.
If it fells good is it good.

Is/ought fallacy
David Hume- 18th century
Scottish
Is= Fact Ought= Value

Beauty, Ugly
Sunset

Pain/pleasure
Animals are moral beings,
Pter Singer- 21st century Australian

Hedonism
Hedone- Grrek= Pleasure
Miley Cyrus

John Stuart Mill
19th century English
Utilitarian
Quality is at least as important if not more than just quantity.
Intellectual pleasures are more valuable than the bodily pleasures.
It is better to be an unsatisfied human than a satisfied pig.
Inherent dignity.

Benevolent Observer
Happiness is the goal.
There is no higher happiness. 
Happiness is not an abstract concept.
There’s no such thing as sinful pleasures.
Money, Fame, Sex, provided that is does not violate the Utilitarian Principle.

End Justifies the Means
Machiavelli
14th century Italian
The Prince- How to become and stay powerful.

Immanuel Kant- 18th century German
Justice is an essential part of Morality.
Right, Wrong
He is the only one who argues strongly for Moral Rights
Kantian Ethics
Deontology= Deon= Greek prefix for duty
“ethical”
Morality can’t be based on feelings. It can’t be based on the consequences.
You can never know what the full consequences of an action are going to be.
Probable based answers.

Certain truths/answer to “what should I do?”
Probabilities- inductive
Certainties- deductive

Inductive morals- Hypothetical Imperative

Kant- Categorical Imperative

What is morality?
Based on Reason/Logic
Free Wills
These are the two essential ingredients for morality.

Human beings are by definition, morality.

We are morally obligated to be true to our moral nature.

Morality is not a means to some higher end.

Human beings are the end of actions; we can never use a human being as a means to an end.

Reason/logic
1. Act so as to treat all people as ends, and never as means.
2. Act so as to treat all personal maxims (personal rules as is they were universal laws.

Human Rights, Human equality, Justice
A bit too strict

Lifeboat example (11 people, a boat that only fits 10 people)
Kant says no, because it’s better to get the 11 people drawn, but not to murder the innocent person. He argues that you will never get the full consequences.
Consequentialism will say yes


Peter Singer
Charity
UP= Greatest good for the greatest number

If you can get rid of that extra without is affecting in any way your quality of life/standard of living. Then you are obligated to give that excess to the deserving poor.

Business
Lee lacocca
Chrysler

Large corporation
Economic

John Rawls- 20th century American
Utilitarian Principle there are hidden universal (Kantian) rules

Mill, Bentham- Act Utilitarian
Rule Utilitarianism

Greatest good for the greatest number.

Promises are necessary for the greatest good.

Greatest good is only to satisfy the majority.

Promises are universal rules where everybody must follow them all of the time.

Helps bring about a non-universal system

Sports- to win
Everyone has to agree on certain rules.
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