Sociology Chapter 19 – Education

Education – concept 
· Social institution 
· Guiding society transitions of knowledge 
· Providing members basic facts, and knowledge
· Enhances job skills, cultural norms, and cultural values
· International standards (Canada) – highly valued on a global market 

Functions of Education (Parsons)
· Homogeneity – creating shared cultural identity
· Turn to educators to teach us these 
· Education has provided care taking for small children 
· Keeping them busy, and in school
· Reward and punishment – education re-enforcement traits that are needed
· Passing, failing, etc. – always re-skilling and updating
· Provides training in specific skills, knowledge base that is required
· How open is the average learner
· Provides performance for students
· Test, grades, skills, measuring performance 
· Directing people to occupational roles
· Where you excel, succeed, etc. – on the bases of merit
· Meritocracy – social placement, how much education will you go for?
· Accessing more education 
· Emphasising merit – “not everyone gets the ticket in”
· Some don’t finish school; do you complete your education?
· Cultural innovation – done through research
· Cultural innovation environment
· Enhance graduate degree by doing research 
· Important to pass it on to our students

Education Pays
· Knowledge is POWER
· Attaining status – education does pay 
· 2001 – University: C – 48648, ON – 53525, N.T – 56892
· 2001 – College:      C – 32736. ON – 36309, N.T – 42245
· University pays more (average per year)
· Research sais education pays
· If you have less than high school; make an average of $21230/year
· Higher education doesn’t have the same outcome for men and women
· Same education doesn’t reward men and women equally 
· Women make less; $1.00 to $0.72
· Who is being pulled up the latter? Men.
· Ethnic minority may access more limited income
· Higher education means:
· Education as an independent variable affects child rearing, and degrees of political milieu
· Higher education is associated with higher earning, greater savings, greater assets, higher growth in life earnings and higher income in retirement years
· Higher education reduces the risk of lower incomes, bouts of unemployment, regardless of province
· With a post-secondary education on average earnings are $23000 more than someone who stopped education after high school 
· Higher earnings growth in career 
· Higher education; half the incidents than those with just high school diploma
· Lower unemployment risk, higher net asset base overall 
· Similar to that in other industrialized nations in the world
· Absence of education; may be no upward mobility 
· People get locked in

Education and Economic Status 
· Intergenerational poverty – how we pass down poverty – cycle of poverty
· Higher unemployment 
· More apathy, withdrawal, depression 
· Educational failure 
· Greater risk of unemployment 
· Intergenerational affluence
· Well rewarded employment 
· Affluence 
· More involvement 
· Educational Success

Literacy and its costs
· Basic Illiteracy – adult Canadians who can barley read and/or write
· Functional illiteracy – writing and numerical skills are insufficient to get by in everyday life
· How do you fill out job application?
· Accessing more education?
· More likely to exit out of high school early – less likely to graduate and go to post secondary 
· Poverty and illiteracy are closely linked
· 2 times as likely as other adults to be unemployed – social assistance
· Difficulty to gain job entry programs  
· We still live in a world of written communication 
· Billboard, highway signs, applications 
· Have trouble; finding, and keeping jobs – 
· Low self esteem & shame 
Exiting-Out 
· “The drop out”
· High social and economical cost – building capital (social and financial)
· Personal cost – ticket to dead end job 
· Where do you find time, and skill set to find new job
· Youth that leave high school are most disadvantaged 
· Reject Canadian norm of “Contest mobility”
· Accessing opportunity over time 
· Greatest probability of leaving school early:
· Dependant child (one or more)
· Disability – physical or learning
· Father who didn’t complete high school 
· More likely to have changed schools numerous times
· Live with friends (exited family home early) 
· More likely to marry younger – greater risk of separation or divorce
· More likely to be common-law (co-habitation)
· More likely to have parents or friends who don’t think its important to finish high school – you are who you are with

Canada
· 1867 - Educational system became provincial responsibility
· 1920 – compulsory education – had to stay till elementary school or age of 16 in most provinces
· Mass education – fulfill the industrial revolution requirements
· Skilled and literate works force wanted 
· 270 publicly funded post secondary institutions (University and Colleges)
· 61% of Canadians (25-64) have some kind of post secondary education
· Overall less than 20% of Canadians with University degree
· As a nation – Canada has a smaller percentage of people with degrees than the U.S – more costly than in Canada 
· After the quite revolution in Quebec classical education was replaced by focus on business, sciences and technology 
· Focus on engineering, mathematics and science degrees in Canada but lagging behind other countries in the world – still fewer women in these fields

Social Interaction
· Self-fulfilling prophecies: teacher expectations affect your self image and your academic performance 
· Boys being pushed into maths and sciences 
· Teachers praising some kids over others 
· Video: study teacher did with some kids being more superior due to eye colour 

Education and Inequality
· Contributes to social inequality:
· More important for males than females – wombs wont work, hysteria
· Access to technology 
· Poor people cant access same technology 
· Aspirations to attend university 
· 66% of undergraduates are now females

Social Control
· Reinforcements of status quo
· Built on middle class ideology socially and politically 
· Teaches compliance – how you fit in and comply
· Responding to the bell (lining up, waiting for teacher)
· Being on time, responsibilities
· Hidden curriculum 
·  Cultural ideas, etc.

Theory
Structural Functionalist
· Socialize youth through education
· Curiosity, invention
Symbolic interaction
· Teacher expectation affect self image and academic performance
Conflict
· Process schooling maintains social inequality through unequal access though rich vs. poor 

Challenges-Shifting Social Milieu 
· Classroom discipline 
· Violence – school codes

Trends
· More women hired now
· More women educating themselves
· More men staying at home 
· Increased diversity due to immigration 

Video – A class divided – Jane Elliot 1970 – blue-brown children 
· Long term effects of stereotyping in the U.S

Notes on video:
· “eye of the storm”
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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