Sociology Chapter 18 – Family 

Family
· Seeking to find love, care, compassion, kindness, passion, compatibility
· Social institution
· Essence of family is to care for one another 
· When you’re young you’re looking for physical attraction, chemistry and intimacy 

Kinship
· Social bond based on ancestry 
· Built on marriage 
· Social bonds based on adoption
· Canadian children are harder to adopt because they’re older and most have disabilities 

Marriage
· Legal relationship
· Contractual law
· Institution of marriage; economic cooperation
· Communication is key; Financial issues are major reason for divorce
· Sexual activity and child bearing – are they seeking 0 child phenomenon 

Extended-consanguine
· Families consisting of parents and children as well as other kin
· Ex. Sibling living with you
· Includes everyone by shared blood, blood relationships are important to our existence, based on loyalty and trust
· In past, we needed each other to survive, whereas today we live in an individualized society 
· 40% divorce rate in Canada, 50% in the states 

Nuclear-conjugal
· Family composed of one or two parents; based on marriage 
· Daily routine is typically taken out within nuclear family
· Great deal of social mobility 
· Geographic migration 
 
Endogamy
· Similar social category 
· Limit our potential partner
· Similar age, race, ethnicity, religiosity, socio-economic status
· Women tend to marry up in the socio-economic “marriage gradient”

Exogamy
· Different social category
· Marriage between people of different socio-economic status
· Links communities and cultures

Monogamy
· Two partners; one partner at a time
· Serial monogamist relationships 

Polygamy
· Marriage that units one person with two or more spouses 
· Not legal in Canada

Polygyny
· Marriage that units one man with two or more women 
· More common than polyandry

Polyandry
· Marriage that units one women with two or more men

Residence 
Patrilocality
· Place of the father
· Married couple lives with or near the husband’s family
Matrilcality
· Place of the mother
· Married couple lives or with the wife’s family
· Followed by aboriginal families
Neolocality
· Typically sought in North America
· Living apart from partner’s families
· Transnational; spouse’s family living in other country

Patterns of Decent 
Patrilineal
· Tracing kinship through men 

Matrilineal
· Tracing kinship through women 

Bilateral 
· Tracing kinship through both men and women 



Authority 
· Dominance of polygyny 
· Dominance of patrilocality 
· Dominance of patrilineal decent

Functions of family (get more from book; prof sucked at lecture, jumped around too much to take good notes)
· Seeking balance
· Family performs vital tasks 
· Socializer
· Regulates sexual activity
· Incest taboo 
· Who has the right to property
· $175000 - $250000 – average cost of child (not including post-secondary)
· Financial, material and emotional security
· Great diversity in family life
· Grandparents taking care of grandchildren 
· Overlooks all the negative aspects of family life

Conflict 
· Death is highest conflict in families
· Who inherits?
· More likely to see conflict in family during death, and fallout with siblings
· Inequality in the family
· Property rights – both names go on house now
· Inheritance issues

Symbolic Interactionism
· Sharing fear
· Fearing loss of another – non normative way; stalking, clingy
· We fall in love with people that are easy to love

Social Exchange
· Socio-economic status – what are you born into?
· Basically – people “shop around” for partner
· Age, hobbies, culture
· People want the “best deal”
· Stability
· Based on gender
· Converging for men and women 
· Women as the head of the household




Stages – Ideal vs. Real marriage

Ideal
· “Happily ever after”
· Couples with strong sexual relationships
· Experience the most satisfaction in marriages
· Solid base of communication 
· Challenges; marital counselling 

Real
· 33% of men report being cheated on
· 35% of women report being cheated on

Infidelity
· Majority of couples say it’s wrong (85%)
· Can the marriage survive?

Children – How many?
· Big families were necessary in the past 
· More labourers
· Birth control not widely available in past
· Industrialization made children burdensome liability
· Financial and social cost
· Women are postponing giving birth until later in life now
· Career focus - education
· Expensive 
· Individualized society
·  Zero child phenomenon
· Childless family – implies a family without child lacks value
· Child-free family – suggests family without child is unencumber, child is burden
· Infertility is a big factor 
· Drug use
· Hot tubs
· Environmental hazardous
· Obesity
· Men more infertile than women 
· Couples who chose to have no children
· More likely to have higher incomes
· Higher education
· More professional/managerial occupation
· Higher value on being socially mobile, freedom of movement
· Friends and family are filling “void”
· Stereotyped as being selfish, they’re overall more satisfied in marriage

Later life
· Couples are likely to stay together longer if the marriage is successful because we are living longer
· Empty Nest
· Grandparents like to help with child rearing
· Seen as a sad thing in the past
· Now seen as being able to re-examine their relationship 
· More money 
· Seeing a lot of boomerang children – adult children coming back home due to different issues 
· Sandwich Generation
·  Parents taking care of children and in-laws or own parents
· Daughter Tracker
· Kinkeeper; daughters more likely to make social interactions happen
· Part of the sandwich generation term

Ways of loving – Lee
- Need to share style and definition of love in order for a relationship to work -
· Eros – erotic love – love of beauty – eye of the beholder – essence of beauty
· Mania – manic love – surreal – obsessive love – sleeplessness – pain; losing
· Ludis – playful – love as a game – rollercoaster; extreme high & lows – drama
· Storge – companionate love – affection – starts as a friendship – long term
· Agape – altruistic love – living and acting in the interest of others – patient
· Pragma – practical love – logical – business like – similar values and beliefs 

Gender
· Fewer marriages are equal partnerships even to this day
· Men as bread-winner notion still here, women as home maker
· Very patriarchy system; marriage is more beneficial for women 
· Research states the opposite 

Exiting Out – Causes, Kids?
· Divorce – many fall apart in early years of life
· How we measure divorce 
· Rate; number of marriages in a calendar year vs. how many people divorced that year
· 40% divorce rate
· Causes:
· Focus on individualism – want to satisfy self not family or couple
· Western notion of romantic love – it fades
· Marriage takes a lot of work
· Women are less depended on men financially (educations & income)
· Marriage is stressful 
· Lessened commitment – greater diversion – infidelity
· More socially acceptable
Who Divorces?
· People who wed at a younger age
· Couples forming without knowing one another
· Financially at risk
· Divorced parents – cycle
· Weaker or less religious ties or values
· If marriage was response to unexpected pregnancy
· Partner is abusing drugs or alcohol
· 2 successful careers
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