Sociology Chapter 17  - Politics and Government 

Politics, Polity, Government
· Political sphere – social institution – power
· Sets society’s goals (equality, diversity, reducing deficit, reducing student loans, reducing taxes)
· Makes decisions
· Government makes the decisions – formal organization – directing out political life as a nation 

Power and Authority 
· Ability to achieve desired ends despite resistance from others
· Every government tries to legitimate itself 
· Terrorism – We don’t be fearful 
· Authority – power people see as legitimate rather than cohersive 

Traditional. Rational-legal, Charismatic-routing, Global Perspective
· Traditional 
· Legitimatized by respect for long established cultural power 
· Supports patriarchy 
· Sees domination of women by men
· Rational-legal 
· Legally enacted 
· Regulated similar to bureaucracy 
· Dominates in rational thinking world 
· Authority starts to lie in the office not the person 
· Charismatic-routing
· Legitimized by someone with extraordinary abilities
· Inspire people to follow their lives and obey 
· Adolph Hitler, Ghandi, MLK, The Kennedy’s
· Highly controversial  
· Routing - Both tradition and bureaucracy to keep a goal alive
· Ex. Politicization of Catholics
· Global Perspective
· Hunter and Gatherer society 
· Limited resources 
· Ruled on the basis of traditions with a certain level of bureaucracy 
· Take the form of political state that are ruled called the modern nation state
· 195 independent nation states each with a distinctive political system 

Monarchy – Absolute vs. Constitutional 
· Monarchy – part of political system in which a single family rules from generation to generation 
· Legitimized by tradition 
· Absolute monarchy – power based on divine right
· Kings; absolute control of their people 
· Saddam Hussein – if you defied him you went into a human shredder
· Constitutional monarchy – symbolic head of state – elected officials
· Limited by law 

Democracy
· Political state: 
· Power to people as a whole 
· Representative democracy – leaders voted in by election 
· Can lack public accountability 
· Absence of total equality (age, gender, disability, economic)

Authoritarianism 
· Political system that denies people participation in government 
· Use force in response to opposition or challenge 

Totalitarianism 
· Highly centralized political system that regulates people’s lives 
· Isolation created by government 
· Instils fear into its people 
· Socialization is highly tied to political sphere 

Global Political System
· United Nations (1945) 
· Step towards global government 
· More limited political role – normative 
· Cliterectomis – “we want to stop these procedures”
· Non-governmental
· Multi national corporations  
· Shape world 
· Wal-Mart
· Very powerful – new political order 
· New Tech Information
· Informational coming out
· Safety of people’s income information
· Stealing identities 
· Non-governmental Organizations N60s
· Human rights and environmental rights

Canada
· Constitutional monarchy 
· Parliamentary system
· 105 seats in senate  
· House of commons – 308 elected officials 
· PM is the leader of the party – holds the most seats in the house of commons
· 2 provinces with most power: Ontario & Quebec
· Eastern provinces less settled and happy with centralized government – left out
· Ontario – power head, access to movement, resources, highway system, jobs, etc. 

Culture, Economics, and Politics
· Individuals in Canada – sense of communal responsibility 
· We act as individual but we all have calling to larger community
· Via Canadian Charter of rights and freedoms 
· Advantaged: larger budget for government services 
· Debate: how much should government do, know and how much should it tax us

Parties – functions
· Part of an organizations – operates within the political system – seek control of the government 
· Promote political pluralism 
· Increase political involvement 
· Select candidates and leaders
· Forge political systems – form coalition 
· Maintain political stability 

Spectrum – Left vs. right
· Left: 
· NDP 
· Communism
· Anti- big business
· Focus on legatariasim
· Collectivist  
· More interventionist
· Support a broad safety net 
· Right
· Conservatives
· Conservatism 
· For big business
· Private enterprise focus 
· Free markets 
· Supports a deficit reduction 
· Open to globalization 

Voter Apathy
· You should always exercise your right to vote 
· Vote less today than 100 years ago
· Elections 2008: turn out 59% 
· London – higher this election due to wanting the Fontana 8 out

Support – 
Who is voting?
· More educated people vote 
· Better jobs 
· Higher income 
· Own their homes 
· People with younger children
Socialization of politics 
· Political parties are major agents of change and process

Participation – Women
What are the major challenges to women occupying federal political? 
· Appearance rather than job
· Motherhood
· Complained for women compared to stated by man
· Lack of financing 
***Get more from textbook***

Theory – Pluralists, Power-elite, Marxian 
· Pluralist model SF theory 
· Power spread among competing interest 
· Arena of negotiation – give and take
· Power-elite – Conflict theory
· Power amongst the rich 
· Supporting his or her own or everyone?
· Marxian – Conflict theory
· Societies economic system 
· Power is divided along the line of capitalist economy 
· Majority of people excluded  

Power Beyond Rules
· Revolutions 
· Overthrows of one political system and establish another
· Rising expectations of the people
· Government not responding to its people
· Radical leadership by those most intelligent 
· New legitimacy 
· Challenges the status quo

Terrorism 
· Acts, threats of violence as a ploy for political tactic
· Used by government against its own people (Saddam Hussein) 
· Matter of definition

War/Peace – New Wars, Cost, Weapons, Media
· Perceived threats 
· War takes place because of political objectives – show of force 
· Built on moral objective – morally good, right or upstanding
· When people feel there is no alternative 
· Is terrorism a new kind of war?
· Before wars had certain rules 
· US: no rules, trying to shatter public moral 
· Cost:
· 1 trillion annually globally spent on war
· Weapons:
· 7500 nuclear warheads globally 
· Nuclear propitiation – more weapons than ever before
· Small regional conflicts can be extremely deadly for the rest of the world 
· Mass Media
· Always able to access images of war 
· What were the injuries to the civilians 
· Only show what they want to when they have control over the media
· Peace?
· More diplomatic leadership
· Disarming nations of their weaponry
· How do we resolve underlying conflict 
· Negotiation? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Spend money on peace keeping rather than weapons 
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