DEATH AND AFTERLIFE

MIDTERM REVIEW

- definitions of death posted on the webct

- with how each religion understands the soul or personality and what happens

after death – for example pay attention to the difference between the early Biblical

view of the person and the later views taken up in Judaism and Christianity;

- pay attention to how each religion views death and explains the afterlife – what is it like,

to the differences, for example between the Egyptian approach to the afterlife and

the Mesapotamian view,

- to the images and gods related to death in each religion,

- to how each religion disposes of its dead,

- to the stories of each religion related to death and afterlife

Definitions of Death

Robert Veatch

• Death means a complete change in the status of a living entity characterized by

the irreversible loss of those characteristics that are essentially significant to it.

Death defined by the irreversible loss of --

1. Flow of Vital fluids.

2. the Soul by the Body

3. the Capacity for Bodily Integration

4. the Capacity for Social Interaction

HARVARD CRITERIA OF DEATH

1. Unreceptive and unresponsive

2. No movements and no breathing

3. No reflexes

4. A flat EEG – no electrical activity in the brain, no brain waves

5. No blood circulation to or within the brain i.e. no oxygen

CHARACTERISTICS OF PRIMAL RELIGIONS

Human beings and their world have two aspects, the visible and invisible. The

visible is our ordinary, familiar life of the senses. The invisible is the spirit

dimension of the universe and of the person. Power emanates from the invisible

aspect of the person (the soul) and of the world (the spirit world or land of the

dead).

Shaman - the ritual specialist who is capable of accessing the spirit power of the

invisible world and mediating between that world and this

In these systems the purpose of healing is to nurture and heal the soul - physical

health and longevity are side effects not the focus of healing.

disease has its origin and gains its meaning from the spirit world. All sickness is

soul sickness, and so if the sickness is not merely a bodily concern, then the

person will not be whole and well until the spirit-power returns to the person.

In these systems the word “soul” indicates the invisible spirit dimension of the

person.

multiple souls are associated with an individual: e.g. the lifeforce soul, loss of

which means loss of life, the dream soul which wanders about in dream life.

the soul can also be understood to take a mobile, quasi-materialistic form. Some

kinds haunt the graveyards in ghostly form, others reincarnate in the newborn

children of the clan, still other aspects of the spirit dimension of a person joins

the ancestors. Some groups speak of as many as 7 or 8 souls.

illness, death, misfortune can all be understood within the wider context of

disharmony among persons and their social, natural, and spiritual environments.

The spiritual framework is not distinct from the social framework – the social unit

confers meaning on the individual.

• Death refers to the ultimate decay and annihilation of the physical body. Identity is

gone upon break up of body. Is there something beyond physical? Something that does

not decay and disintegrate?

• ideas of metaphysical

• ideas of life after death

First reading of course pack: Stories tell us that death came into the world because of

fault or error committed by human beings. Example) the mistake of disobeying a divine

command, disobedience of Adam and Eve. This is the judaic christian and islamic view of

God. A moral (just) God: here is the act and there is the consequence

PRIMAL STORY

- Other stories from ancient and primal societies that portrayed death as a totally absurd

element:

- Example) Africa Story.. 2 messengers which are a lizard and a chameleon.

- Chameleon carries message of immortality and lizard of mortality and death is an

option.

- The chameleon are slow and lumber while lizard is quick and fast

- lizard would arrive to the ancestor first and tell them they are mortal and will die. End

of story. (very absurd) This story illustrates death can occur completely absurd. The

point of primal stories is to show that death is sometimes irrational and absurd. ex)

being hit by drunk driver while biking

In Tebetin Buddhist literature it is said that when they are dying, the person would

experience an intersection between death and life.

PRIMAL RELIGIONS

1. Visible and Invisible worlds

a. visible: represented by the village. This is the world we live in and the world we

perceive with our senses.

b. invisible: place of great spirit power which breaks into the visible world at certain

times through animals, creatures... Sense of the visible and invisible interaction b/

w these 2 worlds. This is the world of the spirits which interacts with this world at

certain times.

2. body and soul

a. the person has a duel aspect: body and soul

b. material and immaterial aspect of the body and soul

c. soul: in primal religions, it is used to describe that invisible aspect of a person, but

quite different from the understanding of soul from western religion traditions

(Christianity, Islamic..)

i. refers to some entity that is metaphysical, meaning entirely beyond the physical world

- having no physical aspect to it at all

ii. understood as the unitary, eternal, undying essence of a person..whether we are taking

about Christian or Hindu.. the concept is of ONE SOUL

iii. Primal Religions = many souls associated with one individual. They have a greater

analysis of what this immaterial aspect of of person is.

iv. Primal religions speak of the life soul: if you lose this soul, you lose your life

the dream soul: aspect of a person that wonders about in dreams)

the shadow soul: travels around the graveyard after death, has form and is visible, not

entirely immaterial

3. communication with the spirits

a. Shaman: general name. means: capable of accessing the spirits power of the

invisible and mediating between the invisible world and the visible world - for the

benefit of the community. Each culture has their own

b. although african religions believe in reincarnations, the person is understood

to keep their own identity in afterlife

4. illness and death related to the condition of the soul

a. purpose of healing in indigenous cultures is to nurture the spirit element of the

person

b. physical health: side effects of spirit energy of person

c. sickness means soul sickness, person will not be completely whole unless the

spirit whole has returned to the person and they will get sick again if this is not

done

d. when your spirit energy is high, you are healthy, when it is low, your health will

suffer

e. african religions: death can be physical or non physical

small scale communities: creates a kind of soul sickness for the community. death of

one person impacts the whole community which creates an imbalance which has to be

healed.

Death and Afterlife in AFRICAN RELIGIONS:

THE YOMBE

• African group

• birth of a child is a biological even - child becomes a person by means of rituals

that introduce it to the community ex) Simba in lion king being raised off cliff

• child becomes person when they are socially accepted

When a child is born into the YOMBE, the child is ritually accepted by the

community by the father:

1. who takes the infant to the door of the house and faces the infant towards the clans

territory

2. informs the ancestors of new birth

3. purifies the child with smoke and water

4. carries the infant outside to the civilized village

- when an infant dies before the ritual, the body is disposed of without ritual or

social recognition

- grave is called a house= social construction

- death is a social construction, just like birth

- the corpse has to be faced toward the territorial clan: this is done because the

person is able to find its way to the land of ancestor

- the body and the grave are left to return to nature

- the grave is left unmarked because the social person continues to play a role as

an ancestor, and that social person is NOT in the body

- a second funeral takes place a few months after death for family for closure

- do not grieve: puts them in dangerous position to wander and become

unbalanced

- 2nd ritual passes on belongings to whoever is supposed to inherit them

- the spirit of the deceased is transformed into an ancestor, among the Dogon it

was a dance.

- Among the YOMBE, a group of relatives touch it with a tree branch. The branch

is then brought back to the house: significant because of the transferring of teh

spirit back into the living house

- Ritual must be performed in order for a deceased person to become an

ancestor

- each group has own tradition, myth and belief but there is resemblance.

- all look at death as a journey not as an end point

INDONESIA VIDEO

The Long Search with Ronald Eyre

Similarities between Indonesian Primal Group and the Dogon Group:

• notion of funeral involving dancing, singing, music and a sort of celebration

• graves are in caves on a mountain

Indonesian Primal Group

• the long cloth being carried was intended to show the path to the world of the

dead (it’s guidance for the soul)

• fire: sacrificing buffalo, burning the pavilion: represents the transformation

from what is present in this world to that of the spirits world

• for the social construction, the death has not taken place until it takes place

ritually. Body is kept and preserved by their own methods and at the right time

when the person is going to be regarded by community as ritually dead

• lack of rehearsal makes a greater sense of authenticity

Course pack Excerpt: Black Elk Article

• 19th century Shaman

• wished to restore the dignity and hope of his people whose entire way of life has been

overtaken and destroyed by European settlers

• many Indians in North America took on a new religion, one that promised that there

will be a time coming soon when their oppressors will be overcome when the antelope

and buffaloes would return and the ancestors would be resurrected

• centerpiece of religion: dance - goats dance

• the circle represents the interconnected nature of everything

• the withered tree: center of the dance, represents the despair of Black Elk’s people.

• vision: sees the tree blooming, and visits the land of the dead. We know he is not dead.

But when he comes back from his vision, he sees a river full of people struggling to get

out. The meaning of the vision he has shows the future

• meaning: the spirit world of the ancestors where the dead goes looking for their relatives

shows the future and is portrayed as very beautiful with all the miseries of this world

• land of dead could be a place of great beauty and happiness and a place where what has

gone wrong in this life is rectified

• portrayed as a place of knowledge that can affect people in this world

• symbolic meaning: 6 villages represent 6 grandfathers, 12 men and women represent the

months and year

Pre Historic Period

‣ Neanderthal: 230,000- 30 000 BCE [old stone age]

‣ excavations tell us ancient people buried

‣ put food and tools in the grave with the dead

‣ WHY? perhaps the idea that they would need these things wherever they

are going after death.. ALSO signs of less practical offerings. One body

from Neanderthal was found surrounded by the pollen from 8 different

species of flowers. Speculate our tradition of putting flowers on a grave

goes back a long time

‣ Cro Magnon: 30/40 000 - 7 000 BCE [middle stone age - begins ca. 10 000 BCE]

‣ chose burial sites under a stone flab. Excavations find remains that are

surrounded with ornaments like shell bracelets and weapons and tools and food.

Also seen among early humans the practice of pouring red coloring on the body.

It represents life - blood? There is some indication of an attempt to satisfy the

needs and desires of the dead

‣ Neolithic Age: 7 000 - 3 000 BCE [new stone age]

‣ marks the beginning of agriculture. Mother earth, burials and funerals become

elaborate, animal sacrifice, offerings of grain and cereal. These burials took place

in stone chambers or under caves

Ancient Empires

• idolized order, hierarchy, attuned to agriculture and envisioned an ideal universal

order

Attitude of death in Ancient Empires:

• common institution: idea of the divine King - part of divine order, not just political

figure

• he represented heaven on Earth and his people to the Gods through the emperors

rituals

• divine king is crucial link between people and the Gods

• another common institution: polytheism: belief in many Gods

In Egypt:

- religion was centered around the divine nature of the rule called the Paraoh

- considered to be the incarnation of the Horus: hawk headed sun God

-Anubis: the guide of the dead, a jackal’s head,

-Thoth: the god of learning, the head of an ibis.

-Sekhmet: goddess of war and sender of plagues, the head of a lion.

- evidence during early period that the Egyptians though that only the Pharaoh’s families

had the chance of happiness in the after life

- in the period of 2000 BCE: the idea of the after life appears to be more democratic

- if you could afford to have body mummified, get the right spells, to have

statute built, than all those would have the opportunity to stand in the hall

of judges and have the chance in the Kingdom of Osiris

- Osiris: the God under whom the dead come to have a happy life

- resurrection of Osiris is the hope for all Egyptians who also want to be

resurrected

- also believed that those that want to live their life in the same way as what they

had on Earth led to Shabti (meaning slave)

- a statue was placed in the tomb to represent a slave who will serve the

person who died

3 traditions that relate to afterlife in ancient Egypt

1. Astral: Built to live in company of stars- XU

2. Belief in Solar afterlife: spent in company of RAW or RAY sun God

3. Most prevalent idea: Belief in the kingdom of Osiris: strongest idea

Egyptian Creation Story

‣ NUN : God of Primordial OCean Waters

‣ SHU - God of Air and empty space (male)

‣ TEFNUT- life giving moisture (female)

‣ GEB- Earth God (male) NUT Sky Goddess (female) - they wanted to be together, but the

father SHU keeps them apart.

‣ no time that they can be together. Appeal to the God of Wisdom (THOB) Played

checkers with the moon, and each time he won, he won a fraction of the day. And in this

way, through his winning, Thob collected 5 days which were added to the ancient

Egyptian Calender to make 365 days. These days were considered days out of time.

These 5 non days, Geb and Nut got together, conceived children.

‣Osiris GOD OF UNDERWORLD - idea of ressurection of body and happy land

beyond death which is still played out in many religions(male) and Isis(female) -

Seth (brother) and Nepthys(sister) (divine brothers and sisters and husbands and

wife)

‣Horus - hawk headed sun god. Osiris and Isis are parents.

OSIRIS

• good and divine King

• his jealous brother Seth wants to kill him and is successful. Seth is jealous because

both sisters love Osiris.

• Seth prepares a party and a chest that matches his body perfectly. He announces that

whoever fits the chest can have it.

• Isis goes searching for the body and finds it in the NIle

• The spirit of Osiris takes the form of a hawk - in this way, Isis conceives her hawkheaded

sun

• body floats away, Isis finds the coffin and the body, but she has discovered by Seth,

and he destroys his body by chopping it into many pieces

•Isis and her sister search for all the scattered pieces of Osiris and put him back

together again

• wrapped his body in linen bandages and bring him back to life again with great hawk

wings and he is revived and becomes Lord of the dead

• not all pieces of body were found: reproductive organ was lost in the Nile and

continues to contribute to fertility of the Nile

• Osiris associated with that

• establishes the foundation for the practice of mummification and the idea of

resurrection.

• In his resurrection, egyptians saw possibility of own resurrection from the dead. Osiris

is considered the first one to be mummified. Egyptian death rituals were contended to

replicate the rituals which were done to the body of Osiris. Origin link of Egyptian

Funeral.. As surely as Osiris lives, this one will not die. He is the hope for all Egyptians

that they also could be resurrected. This is a bodily resurrection.

• His kingdom was called field of wreaths, Osirian Fields... Pleasant fertile place where

the dead were given land and spent there time tending the fields as they had in life.

Soul had to be judged by Osiris and his judges and had to be pronounced good and

worthy of pleasant life -

• Tests and Trials: pass judgement of Osiris and become an Osiris.. One who is

resurrected. One who is going to return to life. Soul is conducted to hall of judgement

and in this the soul must make a confession and give up his heart to be weighed. The

confession made in front of 42 judges: negative confession, makes sure Osiris knows

you did not do ANYTHING wrong at all,

Egyptian Negative Confession

Declaration of Innocence

- have not done... more of a justification of WHY you should be let in, not really a

confession

- this place is for those who are pure of any negative action

- affirm purity

- dead ones heart is weighed in a scale - feather of righteousness and truth.

- all in white because it represents bandages of mummy *osiris

- weighing of the heart in hall of Osiris: 42 judges, heart and feather on each end of

scale - Thaw God of wisdom reporting what’s going on.

- Feather is light, heart is weight - if goodness has made the heart light, then good, if it

was heavy, it was sin - soul is overtaken by terrifying second death.

- Important: judgement is not one in which you could barely pass or barely fail. It was

absolute. Absolutely pure to enter Kingdom. Proclamation of purity. Strong belief that

the fortunate continuation was due to - good moral behaviour in life, this was not a

view shared by other empires. Quite unique to Egypt.

Identity in Ancient Egypt

- very complex view of human personality

- 4 aspects that constitute the personality

1. Ka Soul

a. vital force

b. capacity for action born with the person and vitality from birth

c. appears as spirit double for person

d. in tomb, statue of deceased represents Ka Soul - statue is supposed to represent

spirit double

2. Ba Soul

a. dimension of the person that appears only at death

b. fly from body at death

c. dreams: this soul is the one that leaves temporarily wandering far away, then

returns to body

d. travel far away from body after death and then return - there would be an exit

whole in the tomb for this

e. animating aspect of the person in the next world: the aspect of movement

f. BA soul was responsible for integrating the corpse with that element of vitality

which is the Ka Soul

3. XU

a. shining nest, illumination

b. a light that was associated with the stars because some centered around the idea

of the person going to live with the eternal star

c. like Ba, the XU could travel far away from body and live with the stars

d. represented the dimension of the persons conscience or heart

e. subtle differences between dimension of a person

4. Physical Body

a. important: in death, none of these aspects of the person was abandoned.

b. body was regarded as home of all other aspects of the person and the body was to

be maintained for all eternity

c. therefore, we have elaborate complicated and effective methods of indication

developed by egyptians to maintain the body to be reintegrated

d. life after death meant exactly that.

e. cremation reserved for evil doers.

f. although egyptian death rituals were intended to restore life to dead person,

resurrection as judaio christian islamic, that was not the egyptian idea. No idea of a

time to where all history is moving.

g. Each person faced judgement - upon death, would be facing judgement

h. essentially, death was an opportunity to affirm continue individual life : life of

breathing, eating, walking, talking with all the negativities removed

MESOPOTAMIA

• understanding of human creation is quite similar to the bible

• biblical version: universe created by God’s commands

• God created man from clay or earth and breathed into the clay the breath

of life (Genesis)

• babylonian version: universe created of conflict between powers of darkness

and chaos and order - ORDER must always triumph chaos or else we will not

survive

• man created from mixture of God and clay (general idea: human being is

a mixture of divinity and earth)

Egyptian and Mesopotamian systems

- Egyptians: left monumental tombs, many written body artifacts that tell us

about their interests and pre-occupation with death

- Mesopotamia: interest in death and the after life appears insignificant

comparatively speaking.. DId not have the same interests of making

arrangements of after life like Egyptians

- their view was that human life is where all pleasure, goodness, joy, respect,

honour and meaning resides

- all that is good to have is in life - not interested in what is to come afterlife

- person was created from mixture of God and clay: upon death, clay becomes

part of inanimate bones and the God part becomes ghost

- NOT SPIRIT OR SOUL, but ghost.

- the ghost continues: it is the continuing, but dead, aspect of the person

which knows whether the living has performed the rites of burial of the

bones correctly or not, whether the memory of the former living person

preserved and respected in memorial rituals

- if the duties are not performed, the ghost can be malevolent and is

capable assisting the family if they are

- “the land of no return” : where ghost journeys

- not an attractive picture and is the fate of EVERYONE no matter what

Gilgamesh Story

• great Babylonian hero rejects such an end and goes in search of immortality

• returns from his quest empty handed; realizes the only positive immortality

that he will have will be in what he leaves behind: monuments, cities, laws

• ancient Mesopotamian perspective: death is the END of life of life and

immortality is linked with what continues in this life: children,

accomplishments

• Egyptian view: the life of life continues after death - a real hope of life after

death. ONLY IF: all rituals were performed properly, right arrangements were

made, and IF person was pure and free from wrong doing: without this, rituals

would not be done and burial would NOT take place

• ancient Egyptians were very interested in future beyond death because they

had hope for goodness

• Meso’s had NO hope: just the underworld which was not good so it was very

hard to be motivated to act or secure a good future

•Egyptian= good conduct in life= successful afterlife

•Mesopotamian= all end up in same place whether good or bad

SUMMARY SO FAR

• monotheistic religions teach that a person is both visible and invisible

spiritual souls

• primal religions teaches soul leaves body at death and joins community of

dead..the ancestors continue to be regarded as part of the social order

• egyptian deaths: the soul can be judged and gain new bodily life in the

Kingdom of Osiris

• mesopotamia deaths: person is dualistically broken into bones and ghost:

ghost is spirit dimension and goes to underworld (NOT A SOUL) - could call up

the ghosts of the ancestors to give guidance to the living

JUDAISM

• oldest of the great monotheistic faiths

• Deuteronomy: known as the Schema. It is the first word in the prayer and is the

most sacred word in the religion -means listen, pay attention

THE BEGINNING

1. Adam and Eve are thrown out of paradise for their sin and disobedience

2. Cana killed his brother Aball..cleared earth of wickedness tohave fresh start

3. THen comes story of Noah’s Arc - the great flood. right after flood there is

story of

4. the King of Babylon trying to build a tower to reach heaven. God confound

languages of man; therefore tower could not be built

5. God must make a binding agreement with one person or group of people who

will be responsible for seeing that humanity remembers the words and the law

of God

a. God chooses Abraham to be an example of how people should live

b. Abraham becomes forefather of the monotheistic religion of Judaism,

Christianity and Islam

AGE OF THE PATRIARCHS: 2000-1750 BCE

- Judaism is founded on what is called the Abrahamic Covenant

- God promises Abraham land and children. He promises God to worship this one

God and only keep Gods commandments: contract/covenant

1960 BCE

- the city of Oore, Abraham and his people were forced to flee

- Jacob/Israel led them to Egypt where they became slaves to the Egyptians

- Moses was the prophet who led them out of Egypt to Israel after wandering in

the dessert for 40 years

- Moses received the law from God on Mount Sinai which is the renewing of the

covenant which is a central symbol to the jews

- 10 commandments

- all who were there accepted this covenant so it became a national

covenant

- exodus: metaphor for overcoming oppression from going to slavery to freedom

(Jewish Passover festival)

- Religious identity of the person is tied in with the collective view of the people

because of this covenant between GOD and the PEOPLE

- individual death was not the worst thing to happen, catastrophe was

- individual death did not disrupt the covenant with God which was the

most important aspect of religion

- National catastrophe was the worst disaster

JEWISH NOTIONS OF DEATH AND AFTERLIFE

• Old testament: creation of human beings

• person in the old testament view is not a duality of soul and body

• person is holistic composite of body and animating breath

• the whole person is a living soul or dead soul

Earliest biblical idea of death

WORLD VIEW OF MESOPOTAMIA very similar to biblical view of SHEOL

• when the body dies, the body returns to dust and the life breath returns to God

who gave it

• the person does not entirely disappear, there is a sense of the dead as going to

the place of the dead. underworld called SHEOL

• everyone who died went to SHEOL (same as Meso view)

• Sheol is a place where one is cut off from God because God is associated with

heaven, not Sheol

In the world view of Mesopotamia (Hebrew tribes) cosmos was understood

to consist of 3 levels

1. upper: sky Gods occupied the heaven sphere

2. middle - human beings living here related to both worlds and could be helped

or harmed by both. Therefore, human beings worshipped both the Sky Gods

and the ancestors in underworld

3. lower (underworld) also known as SHEOL = ghosts of the ancestors occupied

this area

- The early tribes under the 1st patriarchs turned away from the reliance on the

many Gods

- turned away from cult of the dead that was prominent and emphasized the

worship of ONE God

- all worship focused on Yahweh: God of the living, not the dead

- Israelites rejected the Mesopotamia idea of God being the God of dead

- all reward from God is to be found in life, all praise and worship of GOd

takes place in life

• continuation after death in SHEOL - continuation of person in utterly

devitalized and lifeless form; somewhat like ghostly mesopotamia view

• only God is eternal: Book of Jobs quote (once you go to sheol you do not come

up) - death is final and inescapable

• Israelites only worshipped one God so rejected any previous beliefs of

ancestors and the duality of the body and soul

• the bible also speaks about a peaceful death in old age at the end of a full and

accomplished life

• death is the fate of human beings and by obeying God laws you will have a long

and peaceful death

• Judaism always maintained that early biblical view of death as a reality that

cannot be denied (no illusions like Egyptians)

• Jewish tradition has a strong belief in afterlife, yet maintained that early biblical

view that death is a reality that cannot be denied

Jewish Death Traditions

- body to be buried right away, even if it’s at night

- not to be beautified and cremation is not the traditional Jewish way

- body should be given back to God in the form it was given

- body is washed and dressed in plain white clothes called shrouds and buried in

a plain wooden coffin

- least interference with the return to dust

Mourning: crucial part of death rituals

- sing a song that says that man is like the beasts that parish because death

comes to all

- remain at home, do not change clothes

- no rejoicing about death

- do not bathe or have sex for 7 days

- do not shave and sit on low chairs

- for 30 days they avoid public entertainment

- death is grieved and accepted

- return to life is entrenched in Judaism

- if u want to do something to honour someone who has died, instead of

spending a lot of money on flowers, you would do something that benefits the

living in that persons name.

IDEA OF RESURRECTION

- idea of resurrection and idea of internal soul is not present in early biblical

sources

- yet, very strong part of Judaism, Christianity and Islam

- textual evidence in the Hebrew bible of any notion of life after death is related

to particular historical circumstances

- 165 BCE by the book of Daniel: speaks of great upheaval and a time where the

dead will raise up to reach their destiny; first source of evidence of idea of

resurrection

- This was a period of time of great persecution and it is a time of the biblical link

between goodness and prosperity

- all the religious practices were banned and the punishment was death if

practiced

- Israelites not allowed to practice the religion

- the Greek ruler ruled the place and outlawed Judaism

- this is where resurrection comes in Jewish history

- persecution is where the idea of resurrection begins to make sense of

Gods justice and power

BODILY RESURRECTION

- the bodily resurrection appears in the teaching of the Iranian prophet Zorester

around 1400 BCE (before biblical period)

- 200 BCE resurrection is written into Jewish faith scripture

- ancient Jewish thinking: person goes from holistic living state to a holistic dead

state - continuation after death in Sheol, but its not worth speaking of

- late Jewish thinking changes the idea of a person: body could rot yet the soul

could find eternal bliss with God

- the idea of resurrection and the idea of disembodied soul and enjoying eternal

bliss are in tension because they do not fit well together

- These 2 ideas were both maintained in Judaism.

These two ideas bodily resurrection and immortal soul separate from the body were

both maintained in Judaism. They are 2 different stories and they don't need to

BECAUSE they inspire us to consider different ideas.

1. When you think about the resurrection of the body, that speaks to us about the

sacredness of the body. It is a gift from God so it has some sacredness to it. It

also speaks to us about the power of God.

2. The immortality of the soul speaks to us about the continuity of the spirit,

speaks to us about the eternal essence of a person and the mystical journey of

the soul speaks to us about the striving of humans for perfection…striving to

return to God.

2 stages in development of the Biblical idea of Resurrection

1. apocalyptic view: idea that there will come a cataclysmic time in earthly

history when everything will be turned upside down and justice will be

prevailed. This is when the wicked will be destroyed and the good will inherit a

perfect earth according to the biblical view and the lion will lie down with the

lamb

2. eschatological view: study of end times or last things. This view takes the

moment of divine reward or retribution right out of earthly history altogether

and places it in the world of eternity - the world of eternal heaven and hell.

- Under Greek rule Jews were also exposed to Greek thought and culture – many

Jews accepted Greek ideas as long as they did not interfere with Jewish ritual –

these would be called the Hellenistic Jews – one prominent belief among the

Greeks that entered Judaism was the belief in the immortal soul and its destiny of

eternal life in some form of heavenly world in the presence of God. This was quite

a different outlook from the ancient biblical view, where the person is regarded

much more holistically as material body enlivened by the breath of God.

- Judaism does not stand or fall on specific beliefs of the after life. Or specific beliefs of

heaven or hell (Christianity is specific about heaven or hell…without these two concepts

there is no Christianity )….Judaism is more concerned with what happens here on Earth

where the religion is played out, where the covenants relationship is played out. Life is

the preparation of death. In Judaism life is our business, what happens to after death is

God's business so there is no need to be a dogmatic belief of what happens after death.

- leaves alot of room for variety or beliefs

Maurice Lamm Reading

- a person cannot have any clear idea of the afterlife with God any more than a

blind person can appreciate colour through description

- the body is from God, to care for it is a religious command – it came from God

and will be revived by God

- mans ordinary life is valuable in God’s eyes, not dismissed as illusion but

brought to fulfilment.

- God is just – the scales will be balanced – those who do evil will be punished

and those who do good will be rewarded

- God is merciful – none of us are that good as to deserve resurrection so we

rely on God’s mercy

- He refers to rabbi Albo from the 15th century who says in youth we need Gods

grace to continue to grow and develop in goodness

- in adulthood we need God’s kindness –

- in old age we need Gods mercy because we can get pretty decrepit

- and in the 4th portion of life - after death

- need great mercy –the Jewish prayer book says he sustains the living with

kindness and revives the dead with great mercy

- the concept of resurrection is a crucial aspect of Jewish faith – the details are

up to God – and anything we can say is speculation.

*************************************

Kabbalah

- Jewish Mysticism has made quite an impact on ordinary jewish lift

• belief in the pre-existence of souls and the reincarnation of souls called

gilgul

- Resurrection was not an issue for the Mystics.. it was a given

- Interest: the soul and its journey until the day that all would be resurrected to

face God’s judgement

- Jewish mysticism is preserved among those who follow Kabbalah

• an ancient mystical tradition in the lifestyle and teachings of the Hasidic sect

• mystic: nothing but God

• In the kabbalistic version of creation, before the world is created God is All, God

is infinite, God is eternal - then in order to make room for creation, God

contracts or limits himself and then emanates one aspect of himself as creation

– the finite aspect.

- Then, God emanates 10 vessels that both carry and are the lights of his divine

attributes that are the foundation of creation. Attributes: wisdom, judgment,

loving, kindness - foundation of creation.. As these vessels manifest, God’s

divine light is so intense that some of the vessels shattered throughout the

cosmos and this brings into creation an element of disorder. This is an accident

and due to this accident, the infinity of God and finite creation become

alienated from each other. Mystically speaking, it is in fact the 2 aspects of God

(infinite and finite aspect) that become divided from eachtoher due to this

accident in the creation of the universe

- The mystic symbol or metaphor for this break is exile – man’s exile from God

and God’s exile from man. Exile means to be cast out of your home – to be a

stranger wandering in a strange land --and this is an experience which has

been of profound meaning to the Jewish people throughout their history from

the time that Abraham first left his home in Ur.

- The mystic’s task is to restore order and harmony to creation, in other words to

redeem the world through following God’s commandments.

- The idea of reincarnation is founded on the belief that every soul has countless

opportunities to reach a state of perfection.

- Among the followers of Hasidism, the ideal of redemption is very much a

personal one and it is captured in the concept of d’vekut = clinging or cleaving

to God – mystic communion with God.

- When one experiences d’vekut, then one’s soul becomes reunited with God

and all those souls who have shared in your countless bodily reincarnations as

you journey to God – they too attain perfection in that moment. In that moment,

both creator and created find their true home in each other – exile is over.

*******************************

MAIN POINTS

✴ It is important to note however, that the idea of resurrection of the body and the idea of

a disembodied soul enjoying eternal bliss are ideas in tension, but just as the early

Egyptians held many differing ideas about the fate of the soul, so these two ideas of bodily

resurrection and immortal soul separate from the body are maintained in Judaism. In

other words, these are two different stories – just like the mystic journey of the soul is a

different story - they don’t quite match but they need not, they inspire us to contemplate

different ideas.

✴ Resurrection of the body speaks to us about the sacredness of the body -- it is a gift from

God -- it also speaks to us about the power of God who is able to resurrect those who sleep

in the dust.

✴The idea of the immortal soul speaks to us of the continuity of spirit – the eternal essence

of a person.

✴The mystical journey of the soul speaks to us about the human striving to return home to

harmony and perfection, and wholeness, to return to God.

CHRISTIANITY

• egyptian view of resurrection: return to bodily life

• christianity: stronger association with spiritual transformation

• Jesus: founder of Christianity - New Testament

• Paul: both physical and spiritual aspect to the body - describes transformation

as a grain of wheat

- Greek thinking was prevalent at the time Jesus lived

- this promoted ideas of a dualistic nature of body and soul

- Greek view:

- body was mortal and destructible

-the soul: immortal, indestructible

-felt the soul was a prisoner of the body and that this was a condition of

ignorance; a condition that makes the soul forget its immortal nature and

dooms it to take up residence in one body tomb after another until

knowledge arises of its true nature and true home with god

Christianity came to terms with this view because it’s own biblical heritage

was not dualistic

-the person was a living soul, not a body with a soul

-the idea of a disembodied soul enjoying the bliss of communication with

God is one thing, but resurrection of the body brings with it body

questions: once resurrected, do we still eat, drink make love.. WHAT kind

of body is a resurrected body

-a question put to Jesus by the Sadducees : if a woman has had more than one

husband - what’s the relationship when all are raised.- whose wife is she?

-they did not accept the idea of resurrection and were trying to trick Jesus

-Jesus’ answer set Christian tone:

-they neither marry nor are given in marriage but are like angels in heaven

– so we get the idea then that the resurrected participate in a different way

of being than people of flesh and blood.

Death

• linked with sin

• Christian view: first man Adam brought death into the world through

disobedience to God

• all humans descendants from Adam

• Christians inherited the Jewish idea of corporate or collective personality

• idea of original sin in Christianity is that Adam’s sin separated him and all

those who came from him

• Jesus is the 2nd Adam because through the actions of the 1st Adam all

people were subject to sin and death, through the actions of 2nd Adam

eternal life and reunion with God is available to all people

• Jesus represents a new beginning for all humanity

• you are born into a line of sin and death but by accepting Jesus you are

reborn (baptism)

• death is seen as enemy in Christianity - counter to God’s creation

• God did not create human beings so that they are doomed to die, but by

sinning, man brought about his own mortality and own death

Christians also believe that the crucification and resurrection of Jesus was a

conquest of death for all humanity

- means that death is denied ultimate victory because the body is transformed

through resurrection

- resurrection means transformation of the whole person from a mortal being to

an immortal being

- Paul emphasizes that there is both a physical and spiritual aspect to the body

- Immortality is nature of spiritual body

In the time of Jesus and the early Christians, a movement of urgent hope for the oppressed was

captured in the vision of apocalyptic eschatology – the idea that the end of time, was

immediately at hand and that it would come amidst a great cataclysmic upheaval in which the old

corrupt age would be overthrown – all people would be resurrected to face a Last Judgement and

a new world would be established in which the righteous would take their proper place.

- These ideas in the NT are mostly found in Revelations which contain the visions of John. They

give us 3 ideas that are later taken up in Christian theology:

1. The idea of the millenium, 1000 years of Christ’s rule when Satan is bound. At the beginning

of this period is the resurrection of the righteous, who are understood to be the Christian martyrs.

After the 1000 years are over, Satan is released and a great final battle takes place ending with

Satan being thrown into a lake of fire and brimstone.

2. Then comes the second resurrection of all the dead, and the last judgement

3. Finally a new heaven and a new earth with the new Jerusalem descending to earth – this is the

final eternal paradise --

IMPORTANT: Early christians believed that the apocalyptic end of tiem would begin with

Jesus’ second coming in triumph. Those who lived in Jesus time, the second coming, the

end of the world was not something far away - it was coming. They believed this because

the belief of the resurrection of Jesus.

-His resurrection marked the beginning of the end

-Early christians belief: Jesus was raised from the dead showed that the end times were upon

them - they expected the 2nd coming of Jesus in their own life times

-Christians had to start rethinking the whole time frame issue after this not happening

-For early Christians, there was no question of what happens when I die, the end of time was

going to happen before they died.

-Eschatological concepts were especially developed in Christianity. The concepts of heaven and

hell became much more important for Christianity than for Judaism. In Christianity the

relationship between human beings and God is a personal individual one, am I going to heaven

or to hell. What must I do to be saved?

CHRISTIANITY AND THE CONCEPT OF ETERNITY

- reinterpreting message

- immortal soul became helpful

- Corinthians (denying the resurrection) were teaching that if soul is immortal,

what need is there for the body

- Paul: to deny resurrection is to deny the resurrection of Christ and the salvation

that is signified by his resurrection

- crucial thing is the conquest of death

- if there is no resurrection, and immortality is achieved by leaving the

body behind, then death has won something - it claims the body

- BUT the body as well as the life breath was created by God and in Paul’s

view both will be redeemed by God (meaning of Jesus’ resurrection)

St Augustine

•writings defined ancient Christianity - continued Paus thinking by refusing to

accept the naturalistic explanation of death

• although humans die, death is not natural to humans; it is result of sin

•2 deaths:

• first death: bodily death -occurs to everyone : for the good and evil,

because a good person who dies can hope for heaven, but bad person

cannot. Through God’s faith and grace what is evil (death) becomes the door

to eternal life.

• 2nd death: endless death of being outside God’s company. This death does

not happen to the good, so it is good for no one

There are struggles that early Christianity had to deal with in reconciling Greek

ideas of the dualism of body and soul or spirit and the ancient Hebrew idea of the

holistic person, body of clay and breath of life (just as Judaism had to)

Pauls interpretation

- life governed by the materialistic desires of the world is life driven by the

principle of flesh and corruption

- person driven by this cannot inherit Kingdom of God

- one has to be reborn into the spiritual life

- it’s Jesus’ death and resurrection that allows that transformation into the

spiritual eternal life to take place

- life governed by faith and obedience to God is life driven by the principle of

God’s spirit and eternal life

Concept of Immortality - endless living & eternal life

• endless living is of no value because it is only life in communication with God

that is of value - that is what is meant by eternal life

•

MODERN EXPLANATION OF HEAVEN AND HELL

In the scientific age most people no longer understand the cosmos to be divided into 3 physical

planes – heaven above and underworld or hell below so For Kung hell is:

Not a physical place where the devil is stoking the flames and souls are being tortured for all

eternity – hell means exclusion from fellowship with God– separation from God– the

complete loss of the meaning of one’s life

NT images and statements are not to be taken literally but as indications of the serious nature

of our situation and the urgency with which we must act in order to save ourselves from final

separation from all that is good and beautiful and ultimately desirable.

NT statements about the ‘eternity’ of hell are still subject to our understanding of god’s

mercy – no eternity that we can conceive of is beyond the reach of god’s mercy.

On heaven – Kung rejects a literal interpretation that heaven is some place above the stars.

Neither he says, is heaven a metaphysical place beyond our earthly existence – heaven and

eternal life are to be found here and now in the spiritual life lived in god’s grace.

the Catholic doctrine of purgatory is something else that Kung takes on – the idea of an

intermediate state between heaven and hell is not something found in either the old or new

testaments.. it was developed theologically to solve the problem of what happens to the soul that

is not good enough for heaven but not bad enough for hell –

purgatory in the middle ages was represented as a kind of demi-hell where souls suffered for

their sins and eventually made it to heaven – people could buy prayers called “indulgences” for

these souls to help them get out quicker – such ideas are no longer acceptable to the Church, but

the idea of purgatory as purification (literal meaning of the word) is still prominent in

Catholicism – and as Kung explains it can be understood as an element in the encounter with

God in death – the encounter of unfinished person, imperfect in love with the perfect love of

God.
