What Is Criminology? 
September, 18th 2015

Defining Criminology
· Body of knowledge regarding crime as a social phenomenon
· Includes within its scope the process of making laws, and of reacting to the breaking of laws
· Objective is the development of a body of general principles and of other types of knowledge regarding this process of law crime and treatment
· Sutherland & Cressey 1960

What is the Study of Crime?
Criminology

Criminal Justice
· Cops, Courts, and Correct
Deviance
· Behaviour that sits outside of the social norm
· Some crimes that some people would not name deviantSociology of Law 










Crime control and penology











Criminalization/legalization






Categories of Criminological Study 
1) Defining crime/criminals
· What is a crime
· Who are the criminals
2) The Origins and Role of law 
· What impact does it have when you criminalize a certain activity?
· What role does the law play in how we think or how we act?
3) The Social Distribution of Crime
· Geographically where crime is being committed
· Over the course of time, how is our crime rate changing
· Who is it demographically that is committing these crimes? 
4) Cause of Crime
· Why are some people prone to committed crimes and others aren’t?
· What makes people criminal?
· Behavioural aspect
5) Patterns of Criminal Behaviour 
· Studying a type of crime, then investigating who are the offenders
· Under what circumstance do these crimes occur?
6) Social Reactions to Crime
· Prosecutors charge someone
· Courts deliberate 
· How do we react? 

History of Criminology
· Criminal Code of Canada (1892) 
· Developed by Sir John Thompson 
· Before this, there was no set of laws called crime
· Borrowed our criminal code from England 
· Modernization of the criminal justice system
· Late 18th and early 19th century- started to monopolize how we deal with this crime
· Created state government where we prosecute and punish criminals 
· 20th century- urbanization 
· Created new categories of crime and deviance
· Prostitution- Criminalization changed
· Public intoxication 
· Example: Canada’s Anti-drug laws
· Drug laws were made in order to push colored people out of the country
· Canada created in 1911 the orpiment act
· First country to makeup racist anti-drug laws
· Cocaine was rationalized as problematic among “black” users
· The fear of cocaine was that addicted black men would now revolt their affected slavery- start getting ideas about voting, essentially being people 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 in 3 black men will end up in prison if we keep going the way we are

The 1960’s-1970’s: The Rise of Criminology
· Became a field of scholar in the 70’s
· Economic Crisis
· Oil Shortages
· Industrialization that had been happening, now falling away
· When it did recover- recovered slow- jobs being offered, were insecure and contract jobs
· Urban Sprawl 
· Suburbs were created
· White middle class Canadians moved out of the city
· Those who were left, ended up being lower class- mainly immigrants 

· Increased Crime Rate

1) Opportunity- No cars before, now there’s cars, opportunity to “joyride” Women were out of the house all day working
2) Baby Boomers- More young men to commit crimes, more access to disposable income, they wanted stuff, they had less to do, they were bored, strong desire for consumerism  
3) Changing Attitudes- less social control, we relaxed our norms (women could work- ex.), less informal supervision in communities 

· Cultural Shift
· Civil rights movement in the united states
· Second way feminism- Women are allowed to work outside the home, women can make money, they’re allowed to get divorced
· People started questioning the states power over their choices

Criminological Types/Theories
· Classical Criminology 
· The Enlightenment- new way of thinking that was built off of rational thought- they believed everything is knowable, there is a truth to everything, we just need to figure it out
· From a criminology perspective this meant, they were focused on people who commit crimes as rational beings 
· The social contract- that were Canadian citizens and we agree to give up some of our rights for the state to protect us 
· Crimes are often attractive choices, when they are the best option
· People will be less likely to choose to commit a crime, if there is a bigger punishment 
· If punishments are severe and certain, they will control criminal behaviour- people will stop committing crimes 
· Positivist Criminology
· Idea of the scientific method
· Core assumption of positivism is that social science needs to be identical in logic to natural science- they need to use the experiments
· The social science needs to use hard data- numbers 
· Much more behaviourist- trying to understand the biology of why people are criminals and why certain individuals commit crimes
· Critical Criminology
· Once you see it you can’t un-see it 
· Criminal law is used as a means for controlling certain people (poor and members of minority groups) 
· Looks at how law composes a particular morality
· Law is used to protect the property and physical safety of those in power, by depriving the have not’s (taking rights away)- even though the cost may be high in terms of protecting these rights 
· Studies inequality and power
· Convict Criminology
· New
· Same ballpark as critical 
· Professors who are former prisoners, also moved on hearing from the voices of the people still in prison 
· Public Criminology
· New
· Same ballpark as critical 
· Criminologists shouldn’t just sit in their office and provide the information
· It calls on criminologists to make change


	


Criminology


Criminal justice


Deviance
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