
Mate Value: Attractiveness

· photographed women, black out everything around the face
· showed photographs to men and had them rate for attractiveness
· have women in these photos watch videos of men
· in these videos of men, manipulated vocal masculinity and facial masculinity
· two variables, counter balanced i.e. feminized face, masculinized voice; masculinized face, feminized voice etc.
· when women were watching videos and rating for attractiveness, if they liked men with masculine faces, they also liked masculine voices
· prefer masculine voices regardless of face
· positive correlation between the two
· attractiveness of women watching the videos correlated with their preferences
· more attractive women, as rated by men, preferred more face and voice masculinity
· self rated attractiveness showed the same results
Trait Estrogen

· varies between individuals as well as throughout cycle
· voice femininity, facial femininity, lower WHR - correlated with higher estrogen
· have a lot of long term mates because they are high quality
· Feinberg et al. 2006
· looked at trait estrogen in relation to voice preferences
· measured trait estrogen level every week and had them listen to men’s voices and indicate preference
· overall, women preferred lower pitch voices
· preference was stronger while in fertile phase of menstrual cycle
· red line = no preference change; above this line, preferences in vocal masculinity were higher; below this line, preference decreased
· women with high trait estrogen aren’t changing their preferences across their menstrual cycle 
· higher estrogen = smaller cyclic shifts
· higher mate value women do not have to compromise the types of mates they prefer in terms of LT and ST mating
Waist-to-Hip Ratio

· men prefer low WHR; 0.7 tends to be preferred ratio
· women with lower WHR are seen as more attractive, flirtatious and perceived as healthier
· higher sex drive, report that they engage in EPC
· also possess more attractive voices
· no significant difference in women’s preference based on WHR within a short term context
· in LT mating, there is a significant difference
· women with more masculine bodies are changing their preferences substantially from ST to LT
· women with more feminine WHR are not changing their preferences from ST to LT; prefer about the same level of masculinity
· relative preference - not looking at ceiling effects
· women with more feminine bodies who are of higher mate value are better able to extract resources from masculine men in the long term
Voice Pitch

· higher pitch voices in women are rated as more attractive, younger and less dominant than women with lower pitch voices
· women with higher pitch voice averaged together on the left, more masculine on the right
· measured voice pitch and have women listen to voices
· as their voice pitch increases, their preference for lower voice pitch in men increased
Sensation Seeking

· personality trait looking at how much you want to take risks
· higher in men than in women
· related to testosterone, dominance and number of sex partners
· men higher in sensation seeking have higher testosterone, more dominant and more sex partners
· men with higher sensation seeking have increased preferences for feminine women faces
· more likely to win contests, so they look like more attractive mates, pursuing mates more likely to turn you down (?)
Sexual Orientation

· 200 heterosexuals, 200 homosexuals - self reported sexuality
· face preference tests - choose faces that they thought were more attractive
· also took SOI
· heterosexual men had significant preferences for facial femininity and homosexual females also had the same preference but not as much as the heterosexual men
· heterosexual women don’t have a preference (some women fertile, some infertile and these preferences cancel each other out) while homosexual men had significant preferences for facial masculinity - more than heterosexual women
· men prefer a higher degree for sexual dimorphism (regardless of their sexual orientation)
· heterosexual women preferred femininity in other women more than homosexual women did
· homosexual women prefer more facial femininity in men’s faces more than heterosexual women
Men

· heterosexual (ht) men had more preferences for facial femininity more so than homosexual men - significantly weaker preference in homosexual men
· ht men preferred more feminine faces in men and homosexual men prefer more masculine faces - ht men prefer more femininity than homosexual men
· SOI did not predict any facial preferences in women
· in heterosexual men, (ur= unrestricted); men that were more unrestricted preferred more feminine faces
· in homosexual men, unrestricted men preferred more masculinity in men’s faces than restricted men
· men that were more unrestricted preferred more sexual dimorphism than restricted men regardless of sexual orientation
Sexual orientation

· regardless of sexual orientation, men preferred more sexual dimorphism than women
· heterosexual women prefer more sexual dimorphism than homosexual women
· homosexual men prefer more facial masculinity than do heterosexual men
Sociosexual orientation

· men preferred more sexual dimorphism and unrestricted men prefer more sexual dimorphism in general
Intrasexual competition

· listened to voices of same sex that were either masculinized or feminized
· also looked at masculinized or feminized
· asked who do you think is more attractive, who would make you more jealous and who would you prefer to accompany your romantic partner - manipulation check
· report that women with more feminine faces and voices are more attractive and they are more jealous of them - women prefer that their partners are not accompanied by a feminine women on a weekend trip
· across the board, women are competing in femininity
· men reported that they were jealous of masculine men voices and they did not want their partner to be accompanied on a trip by a masculine voice man
· men were not jealous of either masculine or feminine men faces, but they did think that feminine men faces were more attractive
· men don’t know what to do with other men’s faces because they experience so many differences in women’s preference in terms of faces
· women’s preferences for men are all over the place - particularly when we look at face preferences across the cycle
· therefore, men don’t know what to be jealous of in terms of facial preferences
Intrasexual Competition

· secondary sex traits influence same-sex jealousy and intrasexual competition
· these perceptions may aid in.... (see slides)
Summary

· secondary sex traits are associated with:
· underlying hormone levels
· relevant to mate-choice because it is relevant to health, conception and dominance
· perceptions of mate quality among opposite-sex; men perceived as dominant tend to be more dominant
· fairly accurate perception of costs and benefits
· resolve trade-off depending on organism state or trait

