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How did the study of sociology emerge out of three sets of revolutions?
Scientific: base conclusions off evidence not suspicion. 
Democratic: people are responsible for organixing society and that we can solve social problems. Revolutions showed large change in short amounts of time
Industrial: the movement of people (urbanization), factory workers losing their religion; reacted to things with strikes, crime and revolutions 
Who are some of the people recognized for making early, important contributions to sociology?
· Augustre comte
· Coined the term sociology
· Scientific methods and vision of society were present at the start of sociology
· Herbert Spencer
· Thought society evolved like organisms (darwins theory)
· Social Darwinism
· 
How did Emile Durkheim help to establish the discipline of sociology with his study of suicide?
· Social solidarity: the degree in which a group shares beliefs and values as well as the intensity and frequency of their interactions with one another 
· High solidarity = lower suicide rates
· Lower solidarity = higher suicide rates 
· Sociology is the study of the development, structure, and functioning of human society.
· Studying suicide rates was affected by the society in which a person lives in, old Canada to modern Canada 
 What types of characteristics distinguish the different sociological schools of thought (e.g. differences between functionalist and conflict theory views of society)?
Functionalism
· Human behaviour is governed by relatively stable social norms
· Durkeims social solidarity influenced suicide rates
· Social structures maintain or undermine social stability
· Derkhiem analyzed how growth of industries and cities in 19th century 
· Social structures are based mainly on on shared values or preferences
· Derkheim thought of social solidarity as a moral cement that binds people together
· Re-establishing equilibrium can solve most social problem
Conflict theory
· Focuses on large macro structures such as class relations
· Shows how majoy patterns of inequality in society produce social stability or social change
· Show how people in privlidged states try to maintain this while those less fortunate try to increase their fortune 
· Eliminating inequality will result in increased human welfare 
Looking at Karl Marx and his belief in social clash. Organizations what the largest produce for the cheapest amount resulting in more workers at a lower pay while the workers wanted higher pay. 
Symbolic interactionalism 
· Focusses on a micro level 
· People attach meaning to things 
· Stresses that people create their social standing by attaching meaning to things
· Allows us to help understand people who have different beiliefs because people tend to associate with others that have a similar bilief
Feminist theory
· Believe in patriarchy and that males oppress females in society
· Focuses on both mirco and macro strucures
· 

What is the difference between a macro- and a micro- perspective?
· Micro
· Patterns of inimate social relations
· Face to face interactions	
· Searching for a job you will be more likely to obtain one when you understand the strengths of work ties within an organization
· Macro:
· Social realtions that are outside of your intimate friends and family 
· Classes, power systems, 
· The differences are that each have the ability to help understand a diferent perspective of a situation, with mircro structures you can look at the direct coorilations between people whom you are close to vs macro which will allow someone help understand how outside factors that aren’t immediately interacting with someone can affect certain situations such as marriage 
What is the “sociological imagination”?
· Wright Mills 
· The quality of mind enables a person to see the connection between personal struggles and social structures
Chapter 2:

Be able to understand how sociological research methods are used to study social problems scientifically (differences between scientific and unscientific thinking)
	Tradition
	Authority 

	Casual observation
	Overgeneralization

	Selevtibe observation
	Qualification

	Ego defense
	Premature closure of inquire

	Mystyification
	



What are the major differences between quantitative and qualitative methods?
Quantitative:
· Deductive reasoning
· Begin with general ideas and proceed to test these with specific cases
Qualitative:
· Inductive reasoning
· Begin with concrete cases and try to find general trends
What are some of the steps in the research process followed by quantitative sociologists so that they can establish objectivity?
1. Identify a theoretical idea of intrest
2. Translate the idea into a testable hypothesis 
3. Collect and analyze the data
4. Accept or reject the hypothesis 
What is the most widely used sociological research method?
Surveys 
What is the difference between a dependent and an independent variable?
Independent variables are the ones that are changed and are the “cause” in a cause and effect relationship
Dependant variables is what is looked at when a variable is changed ans is the “effect” in the casue and effect relationship

How can we test if a relationship between variables is ‘authentic’ (as opposed to ‘spurious’)?
Spuriousness occurs when there is a change to both the dependant and independent variables 
Authenticity is validated when the third variable is allowed to change and then again tested when the third variable is held as a constant. It is considered authentic when in both cases the independent variable remains the same under both circumstances.
What is ‘reactivity’?
When the participant either conceals certain things or exaggerates their authentic reactions to impress the researcher 
What are some ethical considerations in research?
· Voluntary participation
· Harm minimization
· Privacy 
· Authenticity 
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What are social ‘norms’ and how are they studied by different streams of sociology?
· A generally accepted way to do things
· Folkways 
· Specifiy a preference in society
· The least important, washing your hands after bathroom 
· Mores	
· Social requirments 
· Norms that most people are believe are essential 
· Taboos 	
· The most serious norms in society and are often punished the most severe 	
· Incest 
· Laws
· Norms are codified and enforced through punishment by the state
· Robbery or murder
What are ‘values’?
· Ideas that are identified by desirably good states
· Conditions that are good, true or beautiful
What is ‘culture’ and how do sociologists study it?
· The shared symbols and their definitions that people create to solve real life problems 
· Functionalism
· How culture guides individuals towards collective goals
· Conflict theory
· Cultural blueprints for actions are biased towards the interests of priviledged groups
· Symbolic interaction
· Culture is human created and can be changed blueprints they find unacceptable 
What are symbols?
· concrete objects or abstract terms that represent something else
What is ‘ethnocentrism’?
· judging a culture exclusively by the standards of their own culture 
· the Hindu belief to slaughter cows because they find them religious vs our standards of eating them and milking them 
Culture as freedom and constraint: homogenization vs. pluralism
· Aspect of cultural globalization, listed as one of its main characteristics, and refers to the reduction in cultural diversity through the popularization and diffusion of a wide array of cultural symbols — not only physical objects but customs, ideas and values.
· term used when smaller groups within a larger society maintain their unique cultural identities, and their values and practices are accepted by the wider culture provided they are consistent with the laws and values of the wider society. 

‘melting pot’ vs. ‘cultural mosaic’: understand John Porter’s concept of ‘vertical mosaic’
· melting pot
· when immigrants are discouraged from maintaining ties with their countries and culture and encouraged to adapt to the American way of life
· cultural mosaic
· encouraging immigrants to maintain aspects of their ancestral culture creating a society in which many different cultures are present 
· porter 
· believed that some cultures are favoured while others were not in society even though it may not seem like that

What is ‘cultural capital’?
· beliefs, tastes, norms, and values that people draw upon in everyday life
What is globalization?
· The process in which separated states, people and economies realize that they are tied together and become aware of their interdependence 
What is postmodernism and do Canadians live in a postmodern culture?
· The separation from a modernized society and the act of a country acting in a way that makes them independent rather than interdependent (opposes globalization)
· Yes 
·  Became independent over time
· Less patriarchy and nuclear family based
· Less religious 
· Canadians think of themselves as hyphenated terms 

What is globalization and how does it affect the spread of culture(s)?
It is the process of how cultures from across different areas (lands even) realize they are intertwined and begin to come together resulting in cultures from around the globe to be in multiple places rather then just a single place 
What is rationalization? What is consumerism?
· Rationalization
· The application of the most efficient means to achieve a goal and the unintended negative consequences of these actions
· Using time as a means to measure the day	
· Caused people to now have set time limits that negatively affect production etc.
· Consumerism 
· the tendency to define ourselves in terms of the goods we purchase
How are social categories such as sex, age, race, and the body socially and culturally constructed? (To answer this, also see lecture and chapter on socialization

Chapter 4
What is socialization?
The process in which people learn to function in social life
· Entering and disengaging from roles
· Becoming aware of themselves as they interact with others
Be able to make some kind of argument about ‘what makes us who we are’, talking about the dynamics between individual agency and social forces
Freud:	
· Argued social interaction allows us to become who we are
Symbolic interaction
· From interacting with other we see how they react to us and begin to develop a self-concept or a set feeling about who we are
· We define ourselves by how others react to us
Mead:
· “I” = subjective and impulsive aspect of the self present from birth
· “me” = objective self that comes out once interacting with others 
· Four stages
1. Learn thigs from significant others like speaking 
a. People who play important roles in early socialization experiences
2. Children pretend to be others
a. Playing house or doctor
3. Children take on the role of several others
a. Baseball short stop will catch a lin drive and wants to make a double play they become aware someone is running to first
4. Generalized others 
a. Taking on the role of how culture and standards apply to oneself 

What is a hidden curriculum?
In school refers to the teaching of obedience to authority and conforming to cultural norms
Is considered a success if it convinces students they will be evaluated based off of their pereformance alone
What is a self-fulfilling prophecy?
An expectation that helps confirm the outcome of a predicament 
· People who expect to achieve nothing by following the rules will then not follow the rules and achieve nothing
· Expectations of working class or racial minority students are expected to not achieve a lot and they often don’t due to the self-fulfilling prophecies 
What are ‘agents of socialization’?
peer groups
parents
the internet and mass media
these all effect they way a generation may act and may cause conflict and change which will result in socialization 
How do different sociological traditions study socialization?

Chapter 5
What is social interaction? What is a social environment?
Social environment:
· A composition of both real or imaginary others to whom someone is connected with
· A classroom, mall, mosque etc. everyone is connected somehow and expected to act a certain way and when someone acts differently than expected it is shown by the reaction of others
· Social interaction: 
· The process in which role players (anyone really) act in realtion to others
How do different sociological schools address social interaction?
Feminist theory: the stereotypical male female issues
· The males don’t ask for directions and the females are helpful
· Men are more likely to ingage in long monologs and inturupt others 
· Females have more to laugh at than males
What is power?
The ability to act out ones own will with little resisistance 
· Rich people don’t turn an eye for those more poor then them

What is ‘dramaturgical analysis’? Define ‘roles’ and ‘status’.
It is a symbolic interaction
· A sort of play where people present themselves in the best possible light
· They act in a way to show they are in the best position that they can be in even if it may not be true
· Role is defined as who we act in at the given moment
· A server may act in a different manor infront of a customer then they would at the back of the restaurant 
· Role distancing 
· The act of just going through the motions of something 

