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Chapter 11 Political Culture

 

· Canadians have a history of deference to political institutions

· Political culture is  defined  as the sum total of the politically relevant values, beliefs, attitudes, identities and orientations in a society. Including reactions to national symbols, feelings of patriotism, nationalism and their PROV opposed to the whole nation. It also means their beliefs regarding the role of the state, how large it should be and what kind of policies  it should adopt.

· Chapter focus is on Canadian commitment to democracy, the difference between Americans and Canadians, and basic CAN values. As well as the changing Canadian political culture and subcultures

 

 

Theoretical Considerations

· David Bell states that "political culture consists of the ideas, assumptions, values and beliefs that shape our understanding and behaviour as citizens in the world of politics. It affects the ways we use politics, the kind of societal problems we address, and the solutions we attempt". Jane Jenson adds that political culture sets boundaries to political action and limits the range actors that are accorded the status of legitimate participants, the range of issues considered to be included in the realm of meaningful political debate, and the policy alternatives feasible for implementation.

· It therefore determines what is normal and acceptable and what is not, and t

· He dominant values and expectations in the political system. These values and expectations lead to the kinds of political decisions that the various elites in societies have deemed to be legitimate.

· Bell says there are 2 principal methods of identifying the ingredients of political culture

· Survey individual Canadians and ask them about their attitudes and values, and if held among lots of them can be said to be a collective POL culture

· By observing the operation of the political system and society more  generally. Such as by reading literature and from studying GOV decisions and POL INSTNS

· Louis Hartz fragmentation theory means the dominant values established in different parts of North America were those held by Europeans who first arrived on this continent and reflective of the country they came from. Just as the dominant political value in France when Quebec first settled was feudalism which is why Quebecs culture has been distinctive. Whereas the prevailing value of Britain's was liberalism. Hence why both areas but especially QUE has been distinct ever since

· Lipset's formative events theory- the dominant values in any society all have their foundations in great historical events. Like the US revolution "forming" the Us political tradition of distrust in GOV, while the counterrevolutionary effected CAN

· Both approaches although they have different premises actually end up reinforcing and coomplimenting the other as two parts of a deeper explanation

 

 

Democracy

· Democracy is often defined differently and even contradictatorily. But in modern western culture this normally means it has elemnts of popular sovereignty, political equality, political freedom, and majority rule.

 

Popular Sovereignty (POSO)

· Popular sovereignty means that the people have the final say, which is usually realized through elections held at specific intervals. Plebiscites or referendums are also a form of POSO, but only used now in some provinces (QUE and BC). Essentially elections are the chance to select who will be able to make big political decisions on behalf of the population.

 

Political Equality (POEQ)

· Political Equality- means everyone is equal on election day and breaks down to one vote for every one person. Historically groups like women, the landless and aborigionals could not vote.

· Deviations or discrepancies in POEQ

· If MPs are not distributed among provinces on the basis or representation by population

· If electoral districts are not of similar population size in a PROV,

· Even if everyone does only get one vote, before 2003 parties could accept corporate money, and are now totally privately financed with the removal of public subsidies. So those with more money may have more influence

· Also lobby groups may have undo influence normal citzens do not

 

Political freedom
· The CA 1982 protected the various political freedoms such as "freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression and peaceful assembly and association

· The CA 1982 may have expanded and strengthened protection for these rights but it did not creat them, it simply provided a stronger and new means of enforcing rights and freedoms, using the courts to iinvalidate any legislation that infringed on the rights rather than relying on politicians to do it themselves

 

Majority Rule and Minority Rights

· Majority rule (MR) is part of the CAN concept of democracy, it means in the case of disputes the larger number takes precedence over the smaller number. However its essential to have minority rights so the majority does infringe on the minority constantly since they have more people. Eg French language rights

 

 

Distinguishing Between Can and US Values

· Since its so hard to find widespread agreement on CAN values we often define ourselves on how we compare to Americans

· Seymour Lipsets  Continental Divide ties in well with fragment theory. He says “Canada has been and is a more class-aware, elitist, law-abiding, statist, collectively-oriented, and particularistic (group-oriented) society than the US" 

· 5 Canadian value are a balance between 

· individualism and collectivism;

·  particularism, diversity, and tolerance;

· deference to authority; 

· egalitarianism; 

· and caution, diffidence, dependence, idealism, and nonviolence.

 

 

1. Balance between Individualism and Collectivism

 

· Besides democracy most Canadians value individualism, liberalism or capitalism, or the sanctity of private exercise and individual economic freedom. At the same time, deriving in the communal aspect of french feudalism and Empire Loyalists, Canadians are far more likely to welcome and embrace GOV intervention. Given the large size of Canada, various climates, and threat of the US, we have needed a Gov to offer services and protection. So while we are less collectivist than much of Europe, we are more so than the US.

 

2. Particularism, Diversity and Tolerance

· Can is more a salad of cultures where people retain this old culture. The US is more a melting pot, where immigrants are expected to absorb the dominant culture.

 

3. Deference to Authority (DTA)

· Canadians show greater respect to lawyers, police judges and others with "legitimate power". "Peace, order and good Gov" rather than individual liberty is our mantra. To the extent CANs will opt for security over civil rights. This is partly linked to the protestant work ethnic that emphasized ahrd word in this life as kley to entering the next, however this may include getting ahead at all costs through individualistic, competitive and achievement oriented means that may include breaking the law. Americans also have more lawyers and are more litigious by nature

· DTA may come from the CAN history of the monarch and feudal tradtions which contain the idea of an organiz community madeup of people of different status reinforced by the Roman Catholic and Anglican churches in QUE and the rest of CAN respectively.

· Also in the US Western frontier settlement proceeded law enforcement leading to a lawless and wild land, whereas the RCMP proceeded CAN settlement in the North and West, establishing respect for law and order

 

4. Egalitarianism

· Has historically proceeded faster in CAN than the US such as women's rights (CA 1982). The CA 1982 also ensures protection against discrimination based on gender, religion, age and sexual orientation

· The healthcare system also ensures greater equality for the poor and working class and intergenerational social mobility is more prevalent. Equalization payments also ensures this on a provincial scale

· Class consciousness is far less in the US , unions are weaker and there is no strong social democratic party like the former CCF and now New Democrats

· Perhaps a result of  noblesse oblige, the idea that a lord was responsible for the well being of their serfs

 

 

5. Caution, Diffidence, Dependence, Idealism and nonviolence

 

· Caution and diffidence refers to us not wanting to stand out or lacking the will to be truly exceptional, as well as an absence of a spirit of risk taking and innovation. We are cautious, sober and solemn, introverted, self deprecating and more obsessed with survival than success.

· We are also nonviolent and have few international enemies focusing more on peacekeeping, and trying to persuade our US ally to reduce its militancy in quiet backrooms

 

6. Other Statements of Basic Values

· Our values ahve never been summed up in one document like the CA 1867 (which did say peace, order and good GOV) and the CA 1982 simply states our rights. The charlottown accord did try and construct a comprehensive lsit of these national values such as; democracy, parliamentary system, official bilingualism, race, ethnic and cultureal equality and diversity etc

 

 

 

Is CANs Political culture changing

· Has been changing since the 90s, influence by the US, as well as globalizing forces

· More direct democracy has been of greater interest or value since the 90s. Often in the form of a referendum where legislators are bound or guided by an policy question vote by the electorate as a whole (such as QUE did for separation) an initiative is where legislators respond to demands for policy change expresseed by voters in the form of a petition, and a recall, where an MP could be forced to resign if a certain portion of the electors sign a petition to this effect.

· Voting for what constituents want, not based on party lines is also more popular now. Canadians are also significantly less defferent towards politicians and people in power than before ( a similar trend found all accross the western world)

· Rise of neoliberalism/ neoconservatism means the whole political spectrum has moved to the right. As pushing to reduce the size and scope of the GOV, lowering taxes and privatization has become the new accepted norm

· Telford and Lazar has found that CAN has moved to the right on economic and fiscal issues, but moved more left on social attitudes.

· Nevitte identifies those born before 1945 as materialist, while those after as "post-materialist", who focus more on quality of life issues such as the enviroment and individual rights. This has also led to the legitimate questioning of authority in every field according to Michael Adams.

 

 

 

Limited Identities: Subcultures in Canada.

· Subcultures are distinctive collections of values, beliefs, attitudes and identities help by smaller groups in society, which is very important in CAN since we are so regionally fractured

 

Regional and Provincial/Territorial Subcultures

· Nelson Wiseman talks about strong local loyalties and variations in attachment to national political values such as differences in political trust and efficacy. Also he says each of the three prairies provinces have somewhat distinct political subcultures, largely based on settlement patterns and one that evolves over time. 

 

Ethnic Subcultures

· Pre-1960 QUE was conservative and largely influenced by the Roman Catholic church as well as less committed to democracy. Now QUE looks more to the PROV GOV for its nations survival and is fiercely democratic and far more progressive and social democratic on issues such as daycare, abortion and homosexuality. 

· Ethnic minorities and aboriginals since the 90s have also become increasingly organized and self-confident in their want and ability to influence public policies

 

Class Subcultures

· The rich are less attached to communitarian and egalitarian values than the working class and more to elitism and hierarchy. Their subculture is one of self-confident, trust in GOV and participation and wanting to retain the status quo while the working class is more about alienation, lack of participation and demands for economic reform. While the poor have almost entirely dropped out of the political system

 

 

 

 

Critical Approaches

 

43. The limited nature of Canadian democracy, combined with Canadian deference to 

authority, means that political authorities have considerable autonomy in making their 

decisions, as the state-based approach suggests. It would be too much to claim that the 

state is completely autonomous from the rest of society and from demands flowing from 

the public, but it now becomes clear why state authorities have, to a large extent, been 

able to pursue their own conception of the national interest. Canadians are also 

respectful of those in positions of authority in other segments of society, and this chapter 

has identified the various regional, provincial, territorial, and ethnic subcultures whose 

leaders come together in a process of elite accommodation. They devise compromise 

arrangements with which to satisfy the mass members of these groups.

 

44. The pluralist approach centres on the “limited identities” that characterize Canadian 

society and the many subcultures that exist in the country, each one providing a shading 

to the national values identified. It also focuses on the values of particularism and 

tolerance. Rather than emphasize the elite interaction that emanates from such 

subcultures, however, pluralists note that most of these interests are organized into 

advocacy groups and that public policies are the outcome of a broader interplay among 

such groups. 

45.  Class analysts attach themselves to the collectivist values identified in this chapter, 

but are otherwise generally critical of the Canadian values and attitudes identified. In 

particular, they emphasize the narrow conception of democracy held by most Canadians, 

deriding the notion of one person–one vote as a genuine measure of political equality 

and the view that political freedom is meaningful in the absence of economic and social 

freedom. They also contend that the capitalist ethic is still predominant among the 

political and economic elite and that much of the government intervention that has 

occurred has been welcomed rather than opposed by the bourgeoisie. They put little 

stock in such “tory” ideas as trusting a concerned and paternalistic political or economic 

elite to advance the position of the working class. 

46. Political culture is a core concept in the political psychology and political behaviour 
approaches as well. They ask, for example, what is it that makes people in one country 

or area different from those in another? The term “culture” is often loosely defined, but 

the evidence of systematic differences between people in different areas and in different 

eras is very strong. One of the most influential theories of cultural change is the post-

materialism thesis that was briefly encountered earlier in this chapter. In a nutshell, it 

suggests that people socialized during periods of economic and physical insecurity are 

more likely to concern themselves with materialistic priorities like economic growth, 

while those who are products of periods of affluence and security, by contrast, are more 

likely concerned with postmaterial needs like self-expression and self-fulfillment

 

Adams, “Fire and Ice”

 

 

· Canada’s history has been dominated by three great themes: 

· building a nation and holding it together, 

· providing a growing list of services to the Canadian people

·  managing our relations with the United States.

· In the war of INDEP the americans rejected british authority while we accepted and deffered to it.

· The revolutions in Upper and lower Canada in 1837 were not against British rule, but against an elite of appointed officials and demands for a GOV responsible to them.

· Confederation in 1867 did not ahppen til nearly a century after the American revolution. And while Canada was brokering a union the US was deadlocked over slavery and then went to war with 620K dieing.

· The founding fathers declared his countries highest values were life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, while Canada's fathers of CONFED wanted peace, order and good government.

· Slavery was outlawed in Canada in the 1700's and rarely used. Also americas constitutional obsession with guns has brought the number of people killed in shootings to ridiculously high numbers.

· While the US seperated church and state, Canada continued the British tradition of direct state involvement in religion.

· And while america was a melting pot, with all people coming embracing americanization and culture. Canada meanwhile was less adament on forming "cultural canadains", with far more segregation between ethnic, linguistic and religious groups. Despite this multiculturalism has promoted more positive attitudes toward racial and ethnic minorities.
· The Canadian system of government, I would claim, does a better job of reflecting the considered judgment of the people and therefore keeping them engaged in the political process than does that of the United States. Since a majority government can quickly respond to  the will of public opinion and implement what they want. And if they implement an unpopular opinion in hopes that in the longterm it will prove intelligent, such descision cna either be punished by the electorate in the next election or recinded by the next party in power.

· Also america's ballot yes/no initiatives have no proven more democratic than representative democracy, and has often acted as a way for the majority to force their beliefs on a minority or for corporations to push their agenda.

· Canada and European countries try to balance market forces with public policy, to reconcile the tendency for the ruch to get richer and create an all but impenetrable elite with a social welfare state and redistribution polcy.
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Key Terms

· Agenda-setting

· Framing

· Political socialization

· Agents of socialization

· News management 

· Spin doctors

· Public opinion 

· bandwagon effect

· Horserace effect

 

 

· Public knowledge in the political system and politics is often lower than ideal or we would commonly expect

· The mass media (MM) and public opinion polls (PP) are two of the most important elements in the political system. The MM includes TV, newspaper, radio and the internet and are the primary source for CANs to get information about political issues and politicians. While PP's give parties, advocacy groups and the media insight into how CANs feel about issues or political parties

 

 

Theoretical Considerations

· The process of defining what is normal is called cultural hegemony is done by the political elite, either through influencing or directly owning the media. These elites are not homogeneous in their will but rather split and often conflictual to each other. Although people have agency and are not blank robots to program. Still it is difficult to counter the values that become dominant at the elite level and are transmitted to the rest of society via political socialization

 

 

 

Political Socialization (POSO)

· Political socialization (POSO) is the process where ppl aquire their basic political values and attitudes as well as their political info and opinions. Or how society passes on is basic values or political culture from one generation to another and is mostly done by intermediaries or agents of socialization

 

The Family

· Basic cell of society despite changing times and 

· the first major influence on a child.

·  They provide the ethnic origin and social class for their child. Children also tend to absorb their families attitudes and values.

· Some parents may deliberately indoctrinate their kids with certain POL values such as supporting a certain party

 

The School

· Second main agent of POSO with most PROVs or territories having distinctive educational systems . Early childhood care and kindergarten have increased the importance of schools role in POSO. All schools attempt to in still certian values and attitudes such as nationalism or support of authority, religious, moral or other political values

· The PROVs not FEDs have jurisdiction over school adding to distinctive regional political culture and identities.

 

Peers

· Friends or acquaintances coworkers or fellow students who may make us susceptible to being influence by their political opinions. While families according to Marc Granovetter may be closed networks, where information simply circulations and reinforces what we already believe, a friend in a loose network may provide us with new information. This "open network" gives us new info to consider

 

Other Agents of POSO

· Political parties seek to convince us of their arguments, but those  who identify with a party may simply take their cue from the party leader or talking point.

· Advocacy advertising is done by third parties to influence political attitudes and opinions such as in the 1988 election over NAFTA where they expressed their support through speeches, debates, letter and advertisements

· Churches have sought to influence political values, attitudes and opinions especially pre 1960. But various religious groups continue to take strong stands and influence their members, on issues like abortion and same-sex marriage. Still CAN is less religious than the US, only Muslims and evangelican groups have tried to be particualrily active politically.

· Organizations such as unions and various interest groups like women's rights or the Canadian Medical Association try to influence the government or their own members to act or vote in certain ways

· the government  often tries to influence public views and behavior such as discouraging smoking, impaired driving and violence against women. Sometimes it is simply to promote CAN, say our tourism, or they may inform Canadians about new laws, regulation and programs. However often this can cross the line into partisan advertising as seen with the CON GOVs Canada Action Plan ads.

· Most Canadians however are only semi-socialized and hence have a lack of information, or often misinformation about certain issues

 

 

 

The Mass Media

· Is an important mechanism in POSO and a source of info about politics. While those other means sucyh as family may be inportant to influence lifelong values, the media primarily trasmits opinions on topical issues and personalities. The short term stimuli greatly effect voting

· Considerations about modern media

· Their first goal is to make a profit and that whatever POL functions they serve are incidental

· The media is divided along linguistic lines like english and french

· The media is the soruce of most CANs political info, and they also have considerable influence on the beliefs and perspecitve presented to CANs. These help determine available role moderls, images of reality and definitions of what is political and our political culture

· Not overstating the medias role

· The media have competition from other agents of POSO

· A diversity of viewpoints are expressed in the media and people choose their media sources delibrately. EX reading Sun News or Globe and Mail. From this perspective the media is better at reinforcing someone's already held beliefs than changing or shaping them

· Many people can recognize biased or one-sided stories. Still the media can act to agenda set or frame
· Agenda-setting is where the media picks the topic to highlight, and hence tells people what to think about, what the important issues are and which political actors are significant. Front page vs back page news is an example, or covering or not covering certain issues such as healthcare above other issues

· Framing is the manner in which info about an issue is presented. Whereby the media when covering an issue draws attention to some consideration of point above others. Such as framing an election as a horserace, or a contest or battle of ideologies

 

 

 

Media Ownership and Control in CAN

· CAN media ownership is concentrated in relatively few corporations and we are also susceptible to medfia influence from the US

 

Newspapers

· 5 million copies of 100 newspapers are published daily and read by 14 millions Canadians. These are not independently owned, but rather concentrated in the hands of afew major corporations, often families such as the Peladeau family owning Quebecor/Sun Media
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· This monopolization of newspaper causes concern that

· They will gain an unhealthy degree or influence over public opinion by pushing single viewpoint on issues

· Charges were laid over collusion between Southam and Thompson chainz in 1980 leading to investigation but they were cleare3d. Then Trudeau set up the Kent Royal Commission on Newspapers which recommended editors have complete autonomy from corporation owners. Under corporate pressure the GOV took no action

· Newspapers are now under massive pressure with the rise of the internet who have had to put their publications online, often free to compete

 

Broadcasting

· Radio and TV are distinct from newspapers in

· The degree of GOV regulation (The CRTC) 

· And the public ownership of the English CBC and French Radio-Canada networks

· Canadians radio listening ahs declined to about 18 hours per week with the CBC acocunting for 12% of total listening in 2007, mostly to university grads, professional occupations and seniors. They even have an international  transmission for CANs overseas. Radio like newspaper is increasingly becoming controlled by corporations who own chains of them.

· CANS watch around 15 hours of TV per week. CPAC allows Cans to watch events happening in the HOC

· Requiring Canadian television stations to be domestically owned or to telecast 50 percent 

or more Canadian content is virtually meaningless when almost all residents are within reach 

of a large assortment of U.S. television channels. On this point, Fred Fletcher talks of 

“American images crowding out Canadian ones,”22 and Ed Black writes of the problem of 

trying to serve a small population in two language groups “who live in tempting, embarrassing, 

and almost smothering proximity to [ten times as many] Americans who speak the language 

of Canada’s majority…. They also have the world’s most penetrating and effective system for 

transmitting ideas en masse.”23 Peter Trueman adds:

 

 

 

The Changing Media World

· David Taras says the changes in the media world are a convergence of tech, of news and entertainment, of cultures and corporations (p.275)

· The merging of TV, telephone, satellite and cable technologies. TV is now watched over a smartphone.

· This has been accompanied by increasing convergence of corporations that operate in the once separate areas of tv and the telephone-means the predominance of right-wing opinion supplied by talk shows, think tanks and pundits from the US can effect Can.

· The convergence of news and entertainment to make news more entertaining and recuding its serious content-leading to a more superficial coverage understanding of political events

· CONVERGENCE OF CULTURE AS us POP CULTURE PERMIATES AROUND THE WORLD-

 

 

The Internet

· Not only does it rival the other  forms of media as a medium of mass communication, it also provides access to these other forms (online tv, radio and news articles)

· The internet is also a vast reservoir of info including websites of newspapers, TV networks, parliament, the courts, GOV departments, political parties and other actors in the political system

· It also allows direct and instant communication between sender and reciver, and brings together print and electionical communication methods into a smaller medium, allowing the targeting of small sements of the POP

· Negative effects

· The digital divide between the rich and poor with the poorer having fewer computers and access to the internet

· The destruction of newspapers who played a role of providing political information

· Micro blogging such as twitter allows party insiders to express unauthorized info, or let people express opinions when they live in countries that actively supress freedom of speech.

 

 

 

 

The Media and the Public

 

· PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF THE MEDIA- Most ppl (50-60%) prefer to get their political info from TV, 25% radio and 10% newspaper

 

· THE REALITY OF DIFFERENT MEDIA COVERAGE- while people may believe tv is superior to get Political info, newspaper may actually be more comprehensive in its coverage and present greater factual info and a wider range of interpretation.

· Weaknesses with tv

·  Whereas TV is restricted by time for what issues it can cover or how in-depth it can go. Also tv often only shows a 10 second clip of a politician speaking or a sound byte, when it may be pulled form a 30 minute speech

· Tv is visual hence it aims to show the colourful, dramatic, emotional, conflictual and entertaining. Riots are more visually compelling than a boring speech.

· Tv is better at showing political leaders and personalities than actual issues. 

· Tv is more open to distortion and exploitation and may in fact be the most biased on the 3. Politicians know this and gear their events to better suit tv, using them as photo opportunities

· The leaders debates may end up being more about how these characters look than the actual substance of their issues and debating skills

· Despite this tv still takes its cue form newspaper, that remains the major news-gathering institution in the media system. So while the average CAN may rely on tv, the politically influential, whether parties, advocacy groups or gov, depend on newspaper. The Globe and Mail for instance is ready by 75% of CANs top level decision makers across the country and 90% of Media execs. Despite its influence on the political and media elite, there is little evidence newspapers have much electoral effect

 

· POLITICIANS AND MEDIA OWNERS- during the hayday of newspapers editors and owners were often cozy with politicians and regular confidential consultations took place. Most papers had some partisan leaning. Now with chain ownership, the quest for mass audiences and public expectations of objectivity over partisanship, this media/politician relationship has changed. The "party press" is now the "critical press"

 

· POLITICANS AND JOURNALISTS- THE PARLAIMENT PRESS GALLERY and politicans share the same goal, one needs publicity and the other needs info. Leading to an especially cozy relationship as these press members dont want to lose the "scoop" on the next big story if they insult a politician.

 

· NEWS MANAGEMENT-often the Gov will leak info to the media as a trial balloon if they are unsure what public reaction will be. news management relates especially to the timing and selective distribution of info, exaggerating positive info while keeping secret or past deadline time that which is negative, giving preference to friendly reporters over others, and making PM requests for network television time for less that important announcements or outright lying

· Those involved in such activities are called media handlers or spin doctors because they try and put the best spin on events. And the most important parts of a Memorandum to Cabinet proposing news GOV action is the communications strategy

· Sometimes this can take extreme form in censorship like when the War Measures act was used to make it illegal to trasmit any story supporting the FLQ in 1970. Sept 11th and the US war on terrorism however has given GOVs an excuse to act more secretly

 

 

 

Public opinion polls

 

Measuring Public Opinion

· Public opinion is a segment of the populations stance held on various issues of interest. Most public opinions are not well informed and based on little, none or misinformation and often simplifications of complex issues. People often form opinions first then look for info to support it after

· The public has a vast amount of viewpoints therefore measuring it may be difficult.

· "Such polls have assumed an immense importance in contemporary Canadian politics: “No political party plans campaign strategy without them, no government is prepared to risk major policy initiatives without gauging public opinion, and for major news organizations they are an indispensable reporting tool, both between and during elections."”(p. 282)

· Leading public opinion polling firms

· Nanos research

· Angus Reid

· Ekos Research associated

· Ipsos Canada

· Etc

· Each have slightly different frameworks of selecting a random sample of people, asking their opinion and reporting the results in a certain confidence range. Random sampling means that each person in the target pop has an equal probability of being selected

Importance of Polls in Election
· Its unsure whether polls actually influence voting but it is unlikely their effect is that great

· Most voters do not pay attention to polls

· Not everyone believes them

· It is not important to everyone to vote for the winning party

· So while some voters may jump on the victorious bandwagon- the bandwagon effect- at least a few are likely to switch to the predicted loser "the underdog effect", either out of sympathy or to prevent a majority victory for one party.

· Polls effects 

1. May cause them to focus on the winning aprties and ignore the trailing ones

2. Effect party moral- with good poll umbers boosting confidence on the campaign trail and more financial contributions. While negative ones may sap the spirits of leaders, candidates and foot soldier alike.

· Polls distract from the main issue and allow the media to cover the horse race effect. The constant focusing on who is ahead or behind compared to other parties/candidates, rather than focusing on each parties platform. Some have suggested banning the media from conducting polls during elections

·  under the CAN Elections act which tried to ban posting poll results in the last 3 days of an election was fought in court. The result is now polls cannot be posted the day of the elction
 

 

Impact of Polls on the Authorities

· The Gov conducts polls daily in the form of focus groups and polls to see the will of the ppl. The Gov can either follow public opinion or lead it. This is especially the case now that we realize how uninformed, superficial, and changeable most voters’ opinions really are. If politicians and bureaucrats do not follow a clear-cut preference among the public, they may actually be relying on a deeper understanding 

of the issue, the greater information at their disposal, a more sophisticated analysis of its implications, a concern for minority groups’ rights, or a less prejudicial attitude. (p 285)

· Christopher Page’s study of this subject reinforces many of the observations made above.58 In connection with the Trudeau initiative on constitutional reform in the early 1980s, Page observes that polls had little effect on the content of the Charter, but were useful in maintaining the government’s resolve to go through with the reform as well as in designing the way to sell it to the public.

· Public opinion polls may undercut the effectiveness of referendums because

· Politicians can cheaply and easily figure out the publics opinion on an issue
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Chapter 5: French Canada and the Quebec Question

 

KEY TERMS

· Quebec Act

· Riel Rebellions

· Conscription crises

· Quiet revolution

· Official Languages Act

· Bill 101

· War Measures Act

· Sovereignty 

· Sovereignty association

· Asymmetrical federalism

· Five Faces of Quebec Nationalism

 

 

The French-English Demographic Profile Today

· There are less ethnic French in QUE today and hence linguistics is a better representation.
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· Que is 78.9% French still, but only 1 million francophone's live outside QUE.

 

Different conceptions of French CAN

· since not all Quebecers live in Que there are two ways to deal with Quebecois distinctiveness

· Territorial principle- recognize Que as the homeland for FRE CAN and give that PROV the power and resources to protect and promote its linguistic distinctiveness

· Personality principle- recognize French Can across the country, and promote bilingualism at the Fed level and other PROV and territories

· The 1960s and quiet revolutions made Quebecers demand more from the Prov of Que and Feds. All of a sudden they sought more control over all aspect of Que life including the economy and linguistics and saw themselves as a majority in Que not a minority in CAN

 

 

 

Historical Overview of French-English Relations

 

Pre-Confederation Developments

· The British removed thousands of French speaking Acadians from their homes in the Maritimes in the mid 1750's to Europe and other English parts of CAN to a perceived military threat from them.

· In 1759 the Brits defeated the french on the Plains of Abraham in 1759 and took control of the Que economy assuming they would become "english". The Roman catholic church gained dominance as the Que elite returned to France.

· The Que Act 1774 the British recognized the inevitable and guanteed french religious rights and their civil law systyem

· The constitution act 1791 divided CAN into Upper Can (Ontario) and Lower Can (QUE)

· Difficulties between the popularly elected assembly and the appointed executive and  legislative councils became increasingly serious after 1800, culminating in armed revolts in both  colonies in 1837. The battle for more popular control in Lower Canada was complicated by the ethnic factor, as French Canadians were predominant in the assembly alone.

· Lord Durham felt only assimilation could solve the FRE problem. The Union Act  a final attempt at assimilation failed

· The constitution 1867 (CA 1867) had provisions to protect minority rights, but often only did so for english living in QUE, not francophone's living in ONT or other PROV

 

Ethnic/Linguistic Conflicts 1867-1960

· THE RIEL REBELLIONS-precipitated the creation of Manitoba in 1870 as Louis Riel, a French-Catholic Metis led the fight for PROV status.  An Ontario Orangeman was executed by a Metis court martial. Riel maintained a low profile but led a second rebellion in Saskatchewan on behalf of western Aboriginals who had been mistreated by GOV. After the Feds found him guilty of Treason in Regina and he was executed. Macdonald was torn between english and FRE sentiments but decided to hang him which led to more frnech resentement, permanently damaging french relations to the CON party.

· BILINGUIALISM IN MANITOBA- over linguistics. Riel argued the 1870 Manitoba Act gave two official languages to the PROV. But in the 1890s after a massive influx of Anglophone immigrants they passed the official languages act which removed french in the PROV LEG and COURTS upsetting FRE nationwide
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· FRENCH SCHOOLS IN ONT: REGULATION 17-Montreal schools had operated in ENG, hence it made sense ONT and New brunswick schools offered FRE to the large francophones in those provinces

· THE FIRST CONSCRIPTION CRISIS-this crisis was greatly effected by the previous. The Con Gov under Robert Borden made massive commitments to the war effort despite small standing  CAN armyforces. The Eng were eager to fight but the FRE were reluctant to take part in Britains imperial war especially as volunteers dwindled and conscription became a possibility.

· SECOND CONSCRIPTION CRISIS- ONT repealed regulation 17 in 1927 and tension withdrew until this event in WW2. Lib Pm Mackenzie King knew the Fre would reject conscription. After pledging not to enact conscription, a referendum was held and 80% of voters outside QUE agreed to release QUE of this promise, while 73% were against

 

 

 

 

Pre-1960 QUE Nationalism

 

· Def: feeling of primary love of QUE, emanating from widely held notion that it is home to a distinctive FRE-CAN nation, centered on language, ethnicity, culture, history, territory and religion. Pre 1960 Que nationalism was seen as mostly inward-looking and defensive and primarily concerned with keeping the Feds out of PROV affairs.

· Maurice Duplessis (1935-1960) was  an authoritarian premiere who pushed the idea only he could protect the FRE from external evils like the Feds. He oversaw an alliance of

· The church- who oversaw social policy

· Farmers- who were overrepresented in the Leg

· AMERICAN capital- which was encourage to enter the Prov to provide jobs for those who weren't farmers

· Often people had to master english to move up

 

 

The Quiet Revolution: Quebec in the 1960s

· The forces of modernization, urbanization, secularization and democratization became explosive by the time Duplesis died in 1959. After this Que underwent the Quiet Revolution-the dramatic change in values, attitudes and behaviour of FRE-Can Quebeckers, a new collective self-confidence and an enormous expansion of the role of the PROV GOV. Rather than looking inwards only for survival, it became outwards looking and aggressive, focused on expansion and growth.

· Post 1960 Que Nationalism sought to protect and promote FRE language and culture often through gaining control of Que economics.

· The Gov of Jean Lesage (1960-1966) took over many of the functions previously administered by the Catholic Church. Especially education and graduates in the sciences, commerce, POLYSCI and economics etc grew. Health and welfare programs also greatly expanded under the Gov rather than  charity or the church. Hydro-QUE also became a crown corp and a sign of their economic emancipation. Labour and electoral laws wre also reformed and many new GOV agencies were created.
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· All these new and expanded public responsibilities required substantial additional revenues, and Lesage put immense pressure on Ottawa to increase federal–provincial grants, to allow Quebec to opt out of the conditions attached to them, and to give the province a greater share of joint taxation. 

· They tried to enhance Que control over the economy and change the division of powers.
· Que's new middle class, paid and salaried civil servants, professionals, teachers etc helped used nationalism to further its own aspirations in the expansion of the QUE state. This new middle class sponsored an enormous  increase in PROV GOV programs and agencies

· Beyond the role of GOV- emancipation of women and increased francophone control of economics.

· 1960s FED GOV reactions to the quiet revolution- under John Diefenbakers (1957-1963) espoused an unhyphenated view o Can identity, one wear we were part of one single nation. This only helped Quebeckers in their conviction that the Que PROV Gov, not the Fed GOV, was responsible for the preservation of the Fre language and culture in CAN

· The Royal commission on bilingualism and biculturalism was established by the Pearson GOV (1963-1968) to report on the existing state of bilingualism and biculturalism in CAN and recommend what steps should be taken to develop the CAN confederation on the basis of an equal partnership bw two founding races. Even before this commission Lester felt obliged to act on Que demands He gave Que and other Provs more Def funds and taxation powers and removed conditions from many shared-cost prgrams, and permitted QUE to make international arrangements with France

· In response to the demands of francophone's who did not concentrate on Que, Pearson and Trudeau (his Justice Minister) introduced the Official Languages Bill so the Can public service could operate on a bilingual basis. PARl passed the Official Languages Act 1969 which made Can officially and effectively bilingual in its FED INSTNS

· PRINCIPLES PROVINSIONS OF THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES ACT 1969
· Can is now bilingual and both languages have equal status, rights, and privileges in the FED GOV

· CANs employed by the4 Fed Gov have the right to work in the official language of their choice whether ENG or FRE and equal opportunities for employment and advancement in FED INSTNS

· The CAN GOV is committed to supporting the vitality of ENG/FRE speaking minority communities, especialy encouraging and assiting the PROVs in providing minority-language and second-language education

· Trudeau suceeded Pearson in 1968 and continued to fight against the national-unity question, argueing that recognizing Que as a distinct separate PROv would be the first step towardss seperation and move the PROV to being more inward looking and intolerant. He was seen in OTT as anti-french but was an avid supporter of bilingualism across the country

· QUEBEC SEPERATISM IN THE 1960S- saw the emergence of those who wanted to Que to become a seperate, sovereign state that took nationalistic feelings to the  extreme and argued Que would be better off without its connection to CAN. A small group of these were extreme called the fronte de liberation du Quebec (FLQ) who resorted to violence. The committed various terrorism acts, and in OCT 1970 two small cells kidnapped a British diplomat and abducted and murdered Que CAB minister Pierre Laporte. Trudeau involved the War measures Act that gave the military and police extraordinary abilities to quell violence and terrorism.  By crushing the FLQ, by giving French Canadians more clout in Ottawa, and by constitutionalizing pan-Canadian bilingualism, Trudeau hoped to undercut any Quebec demand for special status or separation.


 

 


QUE and French Canada Since 1970

 

The 1970s

· Despite the fact that a centralist Trudeau government was in power, the first Robert Bourassa government in Quebec (1970–76) gained a degree of autonomy from Ottawa in the fields of family allowances and immigration. It also passed bill 22 to give primacy to the FRE language in many sphere of the PROV, such as in the operations and documents of public and para-public authorities. Immigrant kids were forced to go the FRE language schools rather than become ENG.

· The PQ was elected to office in 1976 under Rene Levesque with an even more nationalist program. The PQ made a few gains in PROV autonomy under Trudeau, but it did pass Bill 101, the Charter of French Language, which extended Bill 22 (the bill passed that gave primacy to French language ion many spheres in the PROV)

 

The 1980s

·  

 

 

 

Gagnon the Five faces of QUEBEC 

 

Introduction

· Argues that all the diff terms used to describe the Fed gov such as GOV of CAN and central GOV simply confuses the lines of power authority among the POP

· Gagnon will introduce the main faces of images of QUE and the POL narratives that have surfaced and resurfaced since the beginning of the Quiet revolution and assess their impact on CANs and Ques. Aruges QUE has formed many major state apparatuses such as economy, education and culture comprable and even envious to many other states.

· The five faces are
· QUE as a kley partner in the formation of a new political nationality

· A founding nation in a dualist binational CAN, supporting the principle of co-soverignty

· A PROV state tat has led the battle of PROV rights and PROV autonomy

· A distinct society within CAN

· QUE as a multinational democracy in its own rights

 

42. Political Nationality

· A series of POL events have helped CANs and QUE on how they see eachothr such as the battle of abraham. The way these events are framed is also significant in how we are defined, and peoples identity effects how each group views the important events in CAN history.

· Apparently George-Etienne Cartier wanted a new federation buiolt on allegience and loyalty to the country,a loyalty not based on cultural or linguistic lineage. and founded on repudiating  majority nationalism, and imperialism and did not seek to impose a single way of life on its citizens

· Bringing ENG and FRE together simply to be at war with eachother would not of worked. Etiuenne wanted unity respectful of diversiy and build on political nationality. 

· Despite this however Etienne believe QUEs would retian their QUE nationalism and form a national communit of their own.

· The Judiical comitte of the Privy council (JPC) prior to the Supreme court too precendence in 1949, was instrumental in defending the rights and powers of PROV of the federation. Making sure QUEs were strong supporters of the British PARL traditions, as well as continueing supporters of the CAN federation

 

48. Face 2: The Two nation View
· The second view is one of Que as one of two aprts of a two founding nation at the origin of the CAN FED pact. George ettien in 18 something described QUE as a "distinct seperate nation, a state within a state, and the recognition of their national independence"

· This meant that in the 1867 BNA act Ques civil law tradition was recognized, and that the PROVs autonomy on dealing with PROV matters like education and culture and social policies would fall under Que jurisdiction

· Also it meant each PROVS religious and linguistic rights would be respected and protected since each group was seen as equal cultures

· Despite this some political historians have tried to say CAN is a single nation, and equated this CAN nation with the british ENG CAN nation

· With Confederation Que agreed to keeping some powers while relinquishing others to the FED GOV
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Key Terms

· Core-periphery
· Staples theory
· National policy
· National energy program
· Equalization
· Western alienation
· Federalism
· Asymmetrical federalism
· Regionalism
· Federal spending power
 

 

Chapter 3 Regionalism

 

· Has historically brought about major cleavages in CAN, whether its the National Energy Plan in Albert in the 80s, the Atlantic groundfish industry collapse in the 90s and their subsequent reliance on equalization payments (at the expense of ONT paying billions more than it recieved)

 

Theoretical Considerations

· Regionalism-

1.Political-instutional defining-One way of treating regionalism in Canada would be to equate regions with provinces 

and territories. Of course, the political-legal-constitutional basis of provinces and territories is not synonymous with the natural, physiographic (or even socio-psychological) basis of regions, and the fit between regionalism and rovinces/territories is not perfect. Nevertheless, the connection is a compelling one, and in discussing the question of regionalism, the 1979 Task Force on Canadian Unity had this to say:

Regional communities require an institutional framework if they are to become viable 

units which can express themselves and organize their collective life in an effective 

manner. For that reason, it seems to us that the provinces and the northern territories 

are the basic building blocks of Canadian society and the logical units on which to focus

a discussion of Canadian regionalism, even though they may not be the most “natural” 

regions from an economic point of view.

· 2 effects of the creation of PROVS

· They could make demands from real authoritative sources like premiers (and they would sometimes use claims of distinctivness to gain more power)

· They can solve regional and local issues wuth legitimacy, that may cause great difficult for OTT.

· The establishment of this division of power and how decentralized or centralized powers should be are still an issue of contention to this day

· 2.Defining regionalism by geographic- by their similarity of physical feautures and separated by topographic barriers from other regions. However this doesnt allow for change over time  or consider the human element, it also implies that geography (GEO) leads to a common political, social and cultural characteristics

· 3.fluid social creations- that may change over time not fixed in political and geographical terms. "imagined communities" where people feel they have commonalities, a physcological phenomena

· 4.spatial enbtities relations to one another- in Can this means the dominance of central CAN over the outlying regions (the  hinterland or perophery). Its therefore called the metropolitan-hinterland thesis

 

 

 

 

 

Geography
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Physiographic Regions

· Our closeness to the US to the us has had an effect on us in almost everyway, with some CANs feeling closer to Americans than each other in terms of commonality. This vast distance has also alienated some CANS from others.

· Can is basically  divided north south into 7 major regions, counterbalanced this NS divisions is the river and lake system

 

Transportation and Communication Systems

· Transportation had to be developed in order to connect all of CAN. The rail system was the focus of CAN politics in the 19th and 20th century, with BC and the Maritimes only agreeing to it if they were linked by an intercontinental rail. The Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) received massive land and cash grants from the GOV.

· The Canadianl National(CN) system was established in the 1919-23 period as various railway companies went bankrupt and the CAN GOV bought them and made it a crown corp. CN and CP wanted out of the passanger side of business so via rail was created in 1988.

· The 20t century was obsessed with automobiles, however roads was a PROV matter. In 1949 however the FEDs agreed to pay half the costs to ensure a highway extended accross the whole country

· Trans canad airlines (later Air Canada) was created in 1937 as a crown corp.

 

 MajOr traNSPOrtatION aND COMMuNICatIONS LINkS aND aGENCIES 

INvOLvING GOvErNMENt 

● Canadian Pacific

● Canadian National

● VIA Rail

● Trans-Canada Highway

● Trans-Canada Airlines/Air Canada

● Trans-Canada Pipeline

● Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC)

● Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC)

● Telesat

● Teleglobe

 

· While oil is transported by private CORPS, the construction of pipelines require GOV approval

· Communication systems were first created by CORPS but required regulation due to the limited number of frequencies and hence tendancies for monopolies. This responsibiolity has fallen to the CRTC

· The CBC was formed in reponse to demands for more enlightenet radio content and more CAN content, since most of what they got was from the US.

· Summary-In short, in the field of transportation and communications, demands to overcome distances and divisions have been dominant features of Canadian politics. Governments have primarily responded with assistance to private corporations, the establishment of Crown corporations, and the creation of regulatory agencies. To create and hold together a nation, Canadians built east–west institutions that ran counter to the natural north–south geographic features of the continent and the perpetual pull of the United States. In the neo-liberal 1980s and cash-starved 1990s, however, both the Mulroney and the Chrétien governments privatized a number of government operations in this field, reduced support for others, and generally deregulated the transportation industry. 

· Besides starting to dismantle these east–west links, governments began to sign north–south trade deals, leading many observers to question the continued existence of Canada as an independent nation-state. Symbolically, both CP Rail and the newly privatized CN Rail sold off track in Canada and laid off hundreds of employees while simultaneously becoming major players in the United States, and CN now calls itself “North America’s Railroad.” Pipeline construction and the increasing difficulty of regulating communications continue to be key issues in the Canadian political system.

 

 

 

 

Population Distribution

· POP is not spread uniformely across CAN or even within certain areas. 70% of our POP lives within 150km of the border.

· Core periphery the Tornoto-OTT-MONTreal triangle constitutes the core of the country, with ONT and Que containing 62% of the CAN pop. It is also the political core and economic with the highest concentration of corporate head offices. It is also the cultural core containing the HQ of CBC, CTV, GLOBAL and others

 

Economy

· Primary industries like natural resource and energy have been a central tenant of CAN political economy tradition for generations.

· Staple theory by Harold innis postulated that CAN economic developement has relied on a succession of resource exports (staples)- fish, wheat, timber, minerals, furs etc, rather than manufacturing. It also includes niotions of dependence and interregional exploitation especially between inner and outer CAN. We still rely on trading our resources abroad, especially solid and liquid minerals

· Secondary industry to economists means manufacturing, construction and utilities. Manufacturing includes the intitial process of refining of primary products as well as making finished goods. These jobs are less seasonal, pay better wages and produce more revenue generally that primary industry

· Economists then put transportation and communications, trade, finance, insurance and 

real estate, private services, and public administration into the tertiary or services category. 

 

 

The Atlantic Region

· Historically relied on fishing but this ended in the 90s as fishing stocks of cod declined. They also have a strong agricultural industry and some forestry, mining and hydroelectricity (in Labrador)

 

 

Quebec

· More diverse than ATL and more prosperous. Its primary industry includes farming in the ST Laurent Lowlands, as well as mining and forestry in the CAN shield. Big rivers also allow for hydroelectricty. It uses this cheap power for its alluminum, pulp and paper industry. It also has better manufacturing than ATL CAN, including metals, electronics, pharmeseuticalys and aeronautics and a large financial sector.

 

Ontario

· The richest and most diverse of the PROVs til 2008. with an abundance of natural resource, much lumber, powerful rivers for hydroelectricity and a skilled labour force and  proximity to key parts of the US. Producing automobiles and auto parts, smelting and refining, etc. It also leads in the tertiary sector of finance and trade and services and is home to OTT and TOR.

 

The Prairies

· Historically associated with agriculture but now is home to massive amounts of oilsands. Alberta als has large amounts of coal, Mnaitoba has copper, nickel and zinc.

 

British Columbia

· Leads in forestry and mining, natural gas, copper and coal. It also has much agriculture and hydroelectricity.

 

The North

· More people live in PEI than the Yukon NWT and Nunavut combined even though it is 40% of CANs landmass

 

 

 

Historical Regional Conflicts

· The FEDs often face demands to assist a single industry or the economy in a single PROV or region. Often this is met with relief if it is sorely needed or done by the right interests. However sometimes this can lead to conflict, such as efforts to reduce greenhosue gas emmissions unduly effecting Alberta

 

Ownership of Natural Resources

· 1870 in Manitoba was the first instance of debate over natural resource ownership. Sir John A believed it should be controlled by the FEDs for the national interest. It wasnt til 1930 the Prairies gained control of their natural resources

 

Tariffs

· The West complained that Can tarriffs was to the benefit of central CAN at their expense. This was because the 1879 national policy by Macdonald saw tarrifs as a means of protesting the industrial heartland of ONT. Since it ensured import manufactured goods costed more than those manufactured in CAN. This Meant ONT gained jobs and produced things like tractors the West needed. But the West would of prefered to buy cheaper US tractors. Thus NAFTA was a 110 year response to the wests discontent with the tarrif aspect of the national policy

 

Transportation

· Another part of Macdonalds national policy that displeased the West was transportation especially railways. People in the periphery expected to pay higher ranspo costs, but expected that OTT subsidize freight rates. The crow Nest Pass Act (crow rate) of 1897 did that providing low rates for transporting Prairie grain to eastern ports. Trudeau raised these rates and Chretien abolished the crow rates in 1995. Also manufacturing goods were charged more to be transported, discouraging manufacturing in the West

 

Banking

· The CAN GOV set up centralized banking systems rather than the US community based units. However this led to a lack of competition and was favoured by the bankers. From a hinterland perspective the local money deposited would be used in the banking HQs in Montreal or Toronto and not lent out for local purposes. This dislike of having to travel east to borrow sums of money led to the farmers revolt in the 192-0s and rise of the Social Credit Party in Alberta in 1930's

 

 

 

Recent Regional Conflicts

 

Taxation and Regulation of Natural Resources

· The National Energy policy of the 1950s and 60s gave preference to the West because Alberta was guaranteed markets for its oil and natural gas to the east of it. After the OPEC countries agreed to an artificial rise in the international price o oil in 1973 federal policy began to favour the consumer/manufacturing interest of central CAN at the expense of the West. In 1980 Trudeau brought in the National Energy Program (NEP) which imposed FED taxes, retained a larger share of petroleum revenues for OTT and kept national priices below the world level and promoted Canadianization of the industry all of which the West opposed. Mulroney scrapped the NEP in 1981 but still the West and alberta are salty.

 

Other Regional Economic Conflicts

· Sometimes the far Eastern PROVs and Wests greviences are the same such as a fear of FED control of antural resources, but often they are at odds. Like the East opposing NAFTA. The East also felt the FEDs didnt protect their fish stocks enough from foreign overfishing. Or QUE supporting the Kyoto proctocol but the Albertan GOV opposing it. Despite being abandoned by the Harper GOV it has led to regional cleavages as Alberta and Sakatchewan, both coal and oil producers, are opposed to the other PROVS.

· Other regional or PROV conflict have arose when politicians ahve awarded contracts (such as CF18 parts) to certain regions for political gain rather than who actually offered the best tender.

 

 

 

Regional Economic Disparities

· Factors effecting regional economic inequalities

· Uneven distribution of resources and differing teritory size and population

· Distance from key export markets like the US

· Traditionally, Canada had three categories of provinces: three rich ones (Ontario, Alberta, and British Columbia); four poor ones (the Atlantic provinces); and three intermediate provinces (Quebec, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan).
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· Two Fed strategies to deal with regional economic disparity

· Give FED funding to have-not provinces in the form of equalization payments

· Engage in regional economic development programs

· Equalization payments-annual cash grants to have-not PROVs to allow them to raise their services to an acceptable national level but can be spent for any purpose. Aka unconditional grants. Calculated to equalize the per capita yield of such PROV revenues accross the country. Entrenched in the CA 1982 although the FEDs may change the formula
· Regional economic developement programs-started in 1935 and have since greatly changed. The point was to designate those parts of the country that needed economic assistance, and then provide grants to firms that would locate or expand existing operation in the area. Some grants also went to PROVS and municipalities to provide infrastructure such as highways and water and sewage systems
 

Regional Identities

· Some say composition effects, or regional difference emerging due to different proportions of people from various groups living in a region. So language may become an issue for QUebeckers by virute of different proportions of French and English Canadians in these regions

· Contextual effects-people influenced by their environment, such as local climate, economic and cultural conditions. They also form attachements to the region and things around them, even trivial ones like sports teams.

· Regional (western) alienation- may emerge if one region feels they are being unfairly treated compared to others regions, and gain feelins of detachmeents. Roger gibbins defined regional alienation in Western canada as

 

"A regionally distinct political culture through and within which are expressed economic discontent, the rejection of a semi-colonial status within the Canadian state, antipathy towards Quebec and French-Canadian influence within the national government, the irritation of the West’s partisan weakness within a succession of Liberal national governments, and the demand from provincial political elites for greater jurisdictional autonomy. (p.62)\

· This western alienation led to the formation of the Reform Party. Changed its name to the Canadian alliance in 1997 to gain more nationwide appeal. In 2003 it emerged with the Progressive Conservative party. Western alienation also has a conservative ideological hue. With collectiviism being weakest in its origin provinces like alberta, which generally favours individualism and nongovernmental solutions to public PROVs. Many albertans were also opposed to the CA 1982 and its interpretation on sexcual orientation and same-sexc marriage. As well as antoganism to official bilingualism and constitution reform to appease QUE.

· They have also felt outvoted in the HOC by MPs from central CAN. The want an elected Senate to protect regional interests with each PROV having equal oppurtunity so it could veto any unfair laws such as the NEP.

 

 

 

CONCLUSION

The Canadian physical and political environment is characterized by regional differences, and many demands stemming from these differences can be identified. Some demands seek improved transportation and communications links to bind the country more closely together. Others desire increased provincial or territorial autonomy in order to deal locally with their distinctive problems. A third set of demands relates to the specific interests of one province, territory, region, or industry under the label of regional economic cleavages and disparities. Since not all regional demands are economic in nature, however, the discussion of regionalism must also include questions of regional identities and regional alienation.

 

Regionalism is such a pervasive force in Canadian society that it figures in almost every 

chapter that follows. Given the close connection between the concepts of regions and provnces, issues that concern provinces as such are mainly dealt with in Chapter 5 (Quebec as a region), Chapter 17 (the constitution), and Chapter 18 (federalism). Regional idenities and attitudinal differences are revisited in Chapter 11 (political culture), Chapter 19 (the Charter of Rights), and Part 5 (political institutions). The environment issue is mentioned again in Chapter 8, dealing with class and corporate power, and regional voting patterns and the regionalized party system are addressed again in Chapters 13, 14, and 15 (elections, parties, and election campaigns).
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Short Answer

 


• National policy 1878
· Definition-a policy under John A macdonald around 1879  involving transportation, banking but especially trade and  tariffs on imported American manufactured goods
· Further details-These tarrifs means that it was costlier to import  manufacturing goods, and hence protected the ONT manufacturing allowing its industry to grow even though this led to resentment in the agricultural  west who had to pay more for imported American goods like much needed tractors. 
· Later the concept broadened to include the Canadian Pacific railway. While Western grain was subsidies while travelling by rail due to the crow acts or crow rate, their manufactured goods were not. Leading to resentment and feelings of favouring Eastern manufacturing at their expense
· A national banking system was encouraged over local ones meaning they had to borrow from core banks in ONT nd QUE
· Connection to other concepts- this is linked to regionalism and regional development. As the western PROVs were not in as good position geographically or as able to as cheaply as ONT and QUE to trade with Europe and the USA. As well as historical western alienation linked to concepts of core and periphery provinces
· Example: the crow rates were an example of the Feds trying to alleviate the effects of the national policy and in response to western disgruntlement
 

• Equalization-

· Definition-annual cash grants to have-not PROVs  dispersed by the FED GOV to allow them to raise their services to an acceptable national level but can be spent for any purpose. Aka unconditional grants. Calculated to equalize the per capita yield of such PROV revenues across the country. Entrenched in the CA 1982 although the FEDs may change the formula, western settlement and immigration
· Connection to other concepts-This concept is tied into regionalism and the different levels of economic development, resources and populations diff PROV S  have. That lead to some provinces having better economies and a higher gdp and hence able to pay for services in other.  This has been linked to western alienation in Alberta feels its money from resources are being drained off to pay for less productive economies like Que, same with ONT. Links to regional economic conflict
· Example-the Atlantic groundfish industry collapse in the 90s and their subsequent reliance on equalization payments (at the expense of ONT paying billions more than it recieved).  And now in the mid 2000's Ontario seeing its manufacturing industry gutting has now became a have not province
 

• Asymmetrical federalism
· Definition-
Asymmetric federalism or asymmetrical federalism is found in a federation or confederation in which different constituent states possess different powers: one or more of the states has considerably more autonomy than the other substates, although they have the same constitutional status. This means that PROV for instance may have more powers than another PROV over their own affairs

· This has allowed QUE use FED money that is earmarked for certain things as long as the PROVs agree to the terms, and attempt to meet the same objective their own way
· For example, Quebec operates its own pension plan, while the other nine provinces are covered by the federal/provincial Canada Pension Plan. Quebec has extensive authority over employment and immigration issues within its borders, matters that are handled by the federal government in all the other provinces.
· Concection to other concepts- linked to calls of QUE asking for more autonomy
· Western alienation/cleavages-feelings by alberta the their money is being used by QUE who is getting special privledges
· Nationalism or nation within a nation
· Regionalism/regional POLCUL and nationalism-this special treatment of QUE is derived from nationalism as well as the believe they are a distinct nation within a nation.
· Example-
The most prominent example of asymmetric federalism in Canada is the constitutional requirement that three Supreme Court justices must come from Quebec.

 

 

• Quiet revolution

· Definition-rapid political change in quebec in the 1960s and Quebeckers demanded more autonomy over their political, social, economic and cultural affairs
· More-under Jean lesage and the Que liberal party, they made massive adminitrative change to their GOV. It threw off the control of the catholic church. Also Ques growing middle class and numereous GOV jobs provided the finances for QUE to pursue this massive administrative, economic and social overhaul.
· Connection to other conceptions- linked to concepts such as nationalism  sinces Ques felt they were no longer a minority in Can but a majority in QUE, federalism  and the distribution of power betwwen the FEDS and QUE, minoprity rights, equalization payements and
· Example- In 1963 all private hydroelectric companies were nationalized. As a result, Hydro-Québec (established in 1944) became one of the largest Crown Corporations in North America
 

• Quebec sovereignty

· DEF-The Quebec sovereignty movement (French: Mouvement souverainiste du Québec) is a political movement as well as an ideology of values, concepts and ideas that advocates sovereignty (power and authority) for the Canadian province of Quebec.
· What began as calls for more power and control of their own economic, social, political institutions as well as their linguistic and cultural during the quite revolution.
· exMPLE; Eventually turned to outright calls for total sovereignty and independence from the state of CAN cam,e and the PQ rose in power. the PQ won the 1976 elections and held a referendum in 1980 . They won agian in 1994 and called it in 1995,
· Other concepts- QUESOV is important because it is related to federalism and the distribution of powers. As well as cleavages not only betwene the PROV and FEDS, but also PROVs and PROVS whose interests may be at odds and  each demand different thing from a FED who must try and balance these demands. The charlottetown accord can be seen as a failed example of trying to balance these cleavages
· Also gives credence to the formative theory that past major events, in QUEs case the Plains of Abaraham and the Louis riel rebellion and execution, play a role even still IN RESENTMENT TO ENGLISH CAN control of their affairs
 

 

 

• Five Faces of Quebec Nationalism

· definition- an article by Alain Gagnon that talks about the main images of QUE and the POL narratives that have surfaced and resurfaced since the beginning of the Quiet revolution and assess their impact on CANs and Ques. 
· More
· Other concepts
· Regionalism
· Regional POL CUL
· Federalism
· Example-
 

 

• Agents of socialization 

· Definition- are the various agents such as family, school, peers, GOV and the media all who help first form and latter reinforce a persons held values, belies and principles. Often it is only spoken about in the terms of  political socialization, the political values and attitudes, as well as political information and opinions  one holds or The process by which society passes on its political culture to new citizens
· Other concepts- it is linked to concepts like how people may become partisanship, as well as  framing and agenda setting by the media that may sway certain peoples opinions about an issue or political party. It is also connected to regionalism and regional political culture, as people from certain areas may be more likely to hold similar political attitudes and believes about issues. Their opinions are not all homogeneous, However the two most influential aspects on POL SOC are the family than school. Both are massively effected by regionalism (
· Example-some key examples would be parents who are CONs living in ALBerta  passing down their CON  vlaues to a child, or schools that promote and the idea of western alienation and unfair equalization payeemts. Or certain news outlets covering certain stories about say the economy while ignoring ones about the environment (agenda setting)
 

• Public opinion

· Def- views prevalent among the general public.
· More-PO can shape policy as parties do what their voters put them in power to do, or else public opinion can be shaped by politician or judges. Politicians  can implement changes even if they are not popular, in hope the electoral will come to agree come election time. Or else judges may interpret things as violations of the CA 1986
· Linking to other concepts
· Political socialization-important to POSO since the public opinion is  shaped by the agents of socialization and and forces of POSO. Theattitudes, beliefs and values that people gain and learn can effect their opinion on issues
· The media- sets the agenda for PO by agenda setting, having the power to choose what is and what is not on the radar for public discussion. This becomes even more dangerous as the media is monopolized. The can also frame things in a positive or negative light, furthering influencing the public what to think about an issue
· Political parties- obsessed with using public opinion polls to gauge the electorates opinion
 

· Example: agenda setting in the current election by the media has determined that the niquab issues is more worthy of spotlight than far more important economic, social and environmental   national issues
 

• Post materialism

Definition-a theory of cultural change between the generations born pre and post 1945, who are more able to devote attention to values and issues such as environmentalism and rights, than those from the previous generation whose main focus had been material security due to the economic and physical insecurity of the great depression and WW2.

· identifies those born before 1945 as materialist, while those after as "post-materialist", who focus more on quality of life issues such as the environment and individual rights. This has also led to the legitimate questioning of authority in every field according to Michael Adams as people have higher needs and concerns than simply gaining financial security
Related- the changing CAN POL CUL, ideals and values the difference between American and CAN cultures,
Example- this ability to focus on post-materialism values s can be seen in the first womens movement focusing more around suffrage, and using this to ensure some economic well being. While the second one dealt more with abstract rights such as abortion,

 

• Political subcultures
· Definition - are distinctive collections of values, beliefs, attitudes and identities help by smaller groups in society, which is very important in CAN since we are so regionally fractured
· More- can take the form of regional, ethnic and class(social) subcultures. Different regions have been show to have varying levels of trust in efficacy in the GOV, although they can change their stance, as some provs such as QUE have done so, making a 180% change from 30 years ago. Ethnically CAN is made up of large segements of british and french migration, followed by a steady flow and sometimes other large immigrations of groups (such as the chinese). Socially the rich and middle class have very different opinions about egalitarianism and cooperation, as well as faith in GOV.
· Other concepts- related to the theory of fragmentation vs formative theory. One could argue that big events (formative) share the dominant values in society, which is true to an extent, however it does not explain fully the varying of subcultures we see. Clealry FRE history has had an effect on Que and their values. As well as political socialization helps continue subcultures
· Example-Pre-1960 QUE was conservative and largely influenced by the Roman Catholic church as well as less committed to democracy. Now QUE looks more to the PROV GOV for its nations survival and is fiercely democratic and far more progressive and social democratic on issues such as daycare, abortion and homosexuality. 
 

• Ideology

· Def-a system of ideas and ideals, especially one that forms the basis of economic or political theory and policy.
· Can effect the way people vote and acts depending on what they see as the role of different institutions and actors. Different parties capitalize on certain ideologies, such as the conservatives and NDP.
· Context-
· Clearly ideology is influenced by agents of socialization and POL CUL in both our early and later life. Certain areas or regions ()regionalism) in CAN also tend to have more people of shared ideology, or at least more shared values than different ones. And more in common with one another than with people form another region.
· Fragmentation theory is clearly linked to our ideology, as past colonization such as Catholic FRE  and Protestant British upper and lower Canada, and mass amounts of loyalists to Alberta, have had persistent and longterm effects to this day about the POL CUL and ideology of those people
· Example-people  in Alberta have a more tory and conservative ideology, which a traditional social rights, and favouring individualism and less GOV interference. While QUE by contrast has a more progressive view on social rights such as gay marriage, and far more in favour of collectivist rights and an allowing the public arena to solve problems
 

• Royal Commission of the Status  of Women
· Definition
was a Canadian Royal Commission that examined the status of women and recommended steps that might be taken by the federal government to ensure equal opportunities with men and women in all aspects of Canadian society

·  made 167 recommendations and provided a solid statistical base and framework fro most of the feminist actions that followed
· Instituted by Lester B Pearson and included things like trainging programs, birth control, pensions, daycare,
· Connection to other things-
 

• Employment equity

employment equity—that is, the 

elimination of discrimination in hiring 

and promotion, which is sometimes com-

bined with affirmative action programs 

to give preference to women and other 

groups in order to make up for past sys-

temic inequities. In 1980 the federal 

bureaucracy established a pilot project 

with respect to affirmative action in the 

hiring of women, and in 1983 affirmative 

action was made mandatory in all federal 

government departments. The 1984 

Report of the Royal Commission on Equality 

in Employment, written by Rosalie Abella, 

became the foundation of the 1986 Employment Equity Act. This law extended employ-

ment equity requirements to all Crown corporations, all federally regulated companies 

with more than 100 employees, and other large companies in receipt of major government 

contracts. Ottawa strengthened the federal Employment Equity Act in 1995.

 

• Court challenges program

• Supreme Court  Reference Re Same-​‐Sex Marriage

 

Compare and contrast
[image: image7.png]Competitive Federalism and Cooperative Federalism

Competitive Federalism

[ Cooperative Federalism

‘Both are modes of federal-provincial (intergovernmental) relations in Canada’s
history (the balance between federal and provincial powers)

-1960s - mid 1980s

Inter-regional and intergovernmental
conflict over powers

-Rise of Quebec nationalism

-Expansion of the public sector

-Western regionalism

~Two focusing events that led to tension:
1. The National Energy Program
2. The patriation of the Constitution

-1945 to the 1960s
-Development of the welfare state

-Federal spending in areas of provincial
jurisdiction with conditions attached

-Unemployment insurance, pensions
-Provincial leadership in policy areas
(eg. Saskatchewan and health care)





 

The SIX PAIRS of terms that appear on the test in this section will be chosen from

the following:

 

	Official Languages Act     
	Bill  101

	 
	 


 

	Political culture        
	Political    socialization

	Both involve the beliefs, values and attitudes held by individuals

-both may affect  regionalism, as political culture is passed down generations by POL socialization

Political socialization is the means, political culture is the result
	 

	
Def- the sum total of politically relevant values, beliefs, attitiudes, beliefs, identities and orientations in society

-feelings towars the overal political community and how they view what the role of the state should be

-POL CUL may change due to forces of Socialization,

-POL CUL Can be effected by long standing historical factors (fragmentation theory) such as albertas loyalist conservatism and Ques feudalism

EX: someone may believe in liberalisma nd the expanded role of the FED government in the regulation of gun control



 
	· Def-The process by which people quire their political values, beliefs and attitudes

-passed down by agents of SOC, including school, family, the GOV, media and peers

-different agents can have different levels of influence

-can be subject to partisanship and media biases such as spin, framing and agenda setting

- a lifelong process 

Example- schools run by the prov  in Que may help instil french nationalism, linguistic rights and the belief in the Fre nation


 

	Regionalism  
	Western alienation

	· Both are based on the idea that Canada is more than a single nation or political unit

· Not similar at all however. W alienation is about historical grievances of the Western provinces

 
	 

	· Can either be based off political boundaries or cultural boundaries
 

· Caused by the fact PROVs have power over their educational system and other aspects. The PROV GOVS may attempt to instill their own unique political attitudes or values
 

· Can be seen in the way PROVs attempt to deal with issues in their own unique ways, even Alberta and Saskatechew, similar PROVs geographically, have very different ways of dealing with taxation
 

· Geographical regionalsims has attempted to be mitigated by improved communication and transportation systems
 

· All regionas are not economically equal. Leading to a core (montreal, OTT and Toronto) and a periphery or hinterlands (the rest). With political and economic power mostly residing at the core
 

· Can create cleavages among PROIvs and the PROV and FEDS

Brings up questiosn of federalism, the roles of PROV and FEDS
	· Based off very past and more recent events where western provinces, including but not exclusively Alberta, feels slighted by other PROVS in particular the core
 

· Dates back to John A macdonald and the national policy. Where manufacturing was not encouraged in the west and high tarrifs were palced on US good. Also including the CAN FEDs creating a national banking system,
 

·  In 1980 Trudeau brought in the National Energy Program (NEP) which imposed FED taxes, retained a larger share of petroleum revenues for OTT and kept national prices below the world level and promoted Canadianization of the industry all of which the West opposed. Mulroney scrapped the NEP in 1981 but still the West and Alberta are salty.

 
· Western alienation has a Conservative ideological hue rooted in toryism and pro individualistic anti government interference in favour of private sector solutions
 

· Led to the formation fo the reform party in response to the feeling their needs were not being addressed by ottawa
 


 

	Fragment theory       (Louise Hart)
	Formative events theory (seymor lipset)

	Both theories attempt to explain why we have the current political culture that we see today
	 

	-based on colonization
 
-often only a part of the culture the people are orignating from is brought from them

-this group also differ from the larger POP they are leaving, they are doing so based off persecution ex loyalists in the US migrating to Alberta

-explains CANS mix of British liberalism, QUEs feudalism and Albertas Toryism

-says that new waves of immigration can effect culture, but not as much as the larger hisotrically entrenched ones that already have dominance in POLCUL
	-based on large political events

-looks more at constitutional documents, and institions. More Institutionally based
 

-focuses on intitial and significant events in history

Example: the Can consitution being a forging of nations partly from fear of american invasion, and saying "peace order and good GOV". While the US CNST was formed in conflict andtalks of "life, liberty and the pursuit of hapiness"



 

	Political equality  
	Political    freedom

	Both have to do with the political rights
	 

	· Political Equality- at a minimum it means can each person gets 1 vote

· Definition-
In a politically equal society, citizens who are unequal socially or financially still possess identical voting rights and have the right to expect equitable treatment under the law
 

· Political Equality- means everyone is equal on election day and breaks down to one vote for every one person. Historically groups like women, the landless and aborigionals could not vote.

· Deviations or discrepancies in POEQ

· If MPs are not distributed among provinces on the basis or representation by population

· If electoral districts are not of similar population size in a PROV,

· Even if everyone does only get one vote, before 2003 parties could accept corporate money, and are now totally privately financed with the removal of public subsidies. So those with more money may have more influence

· Also lobby groups may have undo influence normal citzens do not
	· Political freedom-freedom of conscience and religion,

· Definition: an important feature in the democratic process that allows individuals to exercise certian rights such as speech, assembly.It has been described as a relationship free of oppression[2] or coercion;[3] the absence of disabling conditions for an individual and the fulfillment of enabling conditions

· Closely connected to civil liberties

· The CA 1982 protected the various political freedoms such as "freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression and peaceful assembly and association

· The CA 1982 may have expanded and strengthened protection for these rights but it did not creat them, it simply provided a stronger and new means of enforcing rights and freedoms, using the courts to invalidate any legislation that infringed on the rights rather than relying on politicians to do it themselves

	First wavefeminism        
	Second wave    feminism

	 
	 

	-late 19thcentury-early 20th

-focused on franchisement as well as some major social legislative changes
 

-focused on increasing women’s role in public life, with goals including women’s suffrage, increased property rights, increased access to education, and recognition as “personshpood” under the law.


-based off maternal feminism- since their propensity as caregivers and mothers of the nation means they should be able to participate in public life as it will result in good care of society. Civilizing force on society

-religion was important to early stage of the Movement (MOV) since the ladies wanted to send their own missionaries abroad but were not allowed, so they formed their own missionary societies

 

-these groups acted as vehicles through which women could organize and advocate social change (-womens tmeperance movement)

 

Ww1 allowed these women to demand that they be rewarded for their war contribution, hence manitoba, alberta Saskatchewan extended the PROV vote to them in 1916, others like ONT and que FOLLOWED SHORTLY

-IN 1917 Borden extended the FED vote to soldiers close relatives and nurses so he could get support for conscription, a year later this was extended to all women

-this allowed many social legislation immediately after like mothers allowance, child wwelfare act, prohibition of chiild labor

-women still however lacked good divorce rights and economic rights (such as trade) in PROV like Que up until the 1950s-1960s

Very few female MPs. The JPC ruled in 1929 in the persons case taht women were people under S24 of the CA 1867
	-1970 to early 1990s

-the woord feminism now had wide usage and was divided into socialist feminism, marxist Fem and radical and Lib fem

-focused on political rights, pay equity, reproduction, sexuality, health and violence against women

-the royal commission on the status of women in 1967 
made 167 recommendations and provided a solid statistical base and framework fro most of the feminist actions that followed. Including maritial rights, employement equity, discrimination employement laws, birth control, etc

-womens participation in politics and GOV increased substantitally. Women began to be involved more in big P politics (ie institutions) not jsut small p (social groups pushing for change)

-also saw an increase in the executive of more female cabinety ministers from the previous usual 2 token female ones. Also women became party leaders such as alexa macdonald of the NDP


-fought for better female pay(only 70% of mens pay in 1997) as they were now also a larger % of the workforce
 

· Intro of the FED employement Equit Act of 1995
· Also concerned social issues like abortion and domestic assault

Gender became art of the charter and not subject to the nonwithstanding clause after a fight


 

 

 

 

 

	Second wave feminism 
 
	Third   wave   feminism

	Both sought to increase the rights and quality of life of women

-2nd Gen was more internal focusing on canadains womens political rights, pay equity, reproduction, sexuality, health and violence

-3rd gen was more external looking and looked to build on or even retain some of the gains made in the areas of women's sexual rights
 
	 

	-1970 to early 1990s

-the word feminism now had wide usage and was divided into socialist feminism, marxist Fem and radical and Lib fem

-focused on political rights, pay equity, reproduction, sexuality, health and violence

-the royal commission on women 
made 167 recommendations and provided a solid statistical base and framework fro most of the feminist actions that followed

-womens participation in politics and GOV increased substantitally. Women began to be involved more in big P politics (ie institutions) not jsut small p (social groups pushing for change)

-also saw an increase in the executive of more female cabinety ministers from the previous usual 2 token female ones. Also women became party leaders such as alexa macdonald of the NDP


-fought for better female pay(only 70% of mens pay in 1997) as they were now also a larger % of the workforce
 

· Intro of the FED employement Equit Act of 1995
· Also concerned social issues like abortion and domestic assault

Gender became art of the charter and not subject to the nonwithstanding clause after a fight
	1990s on

-criticised 2nd wave for being heavily focused soley on the white middle class womens experience

-focused on celebrating sexuality, non-heterosexual forms, and increased global concerns like sexism, rascism and poverty around the world

-still abortion was still a focus and now prostitution

-pay equity was also still a concern as well as gay rights


 

	 Agenda-​‐setting
	 Framing

	 Both are tools used by the media to influence the public opinion. 
 
Both focus on how media draws the public’s eye to specific topics –  allows the media to manipulate people



-Both can eb related to paristanship, Political socialization, bias
	 

	-telling the audience what to think about 

-Media picks certain topics to highlight

-some topics are given more or less attention

-effects the public discussion since what is seen in the media is assumed to be newsworthy and the dominant "discussion" happening in broader society

Ex; focusing on the syrian refugee crisis above other topics
	-telling the audience what to think
 
-the way the media discusses, highlight or covers the subjects it covers

-gives them a great amount of power to define the narrative of a story

-can allow lots of bias since they can show things ion a positive or negative light

-Allows the media to define the field of meaning on any given topic. What is "right and wrong"

-can involve spin- pr presenting a concept in such a way to convey a value judgement 

Ex: painting the syrian refugees as destute and in need of our help and it being inhumane not to play our part like other countries
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