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· Do mating preferences change across context
· Effects of personal resources on mate preferences
· Structural powerlessness hypothesis
· Feminist viewpoint
· Proximate cause hypothesis (effect of current environment) rather than ultimate (evolutionary history)
· Traditionally, women have been denied access to power and resources
· Male dominated world
· One of the ways to get resources is to marry mates with resources
· Situational: women can only obtain enough resources by marrying up
· Men have access to resources and power therefore they do not care about resources in a mate
· Testing hypothesis;
· Observe preferences across differences in women's wealth and power
· More successful women should resemble men's lack of preferences for resources
· Less successful women should continue with the preference of resources in a mate
· What do successful women want?
· When individual differences are considered, overall, the more women have the more they want in a mate
· No matter how much women are making they want mate to make ATLEAST the same and usually MORE than them
· Buss (1989)
· The more women are earning, the more likely they are to demand in LT mates :
· High social status
· Professional degrees
· High intelligence
· High earning power
· Certain types of personality traits more than less earning women (ambition, etc. predictors of ability to earn)
· Therefore, women with more want more
· Weiderman & Allgeier
· The less you make the less your potential partner has to make but he still has to make more than you (matching & resource preference)
· Gill-Burmann; looked at personal ads in Spain
· Women with more resources most likely to mention requirement for status and resources
· Khallad; Jordanian women
· Wealthy women put more value on status and resources than lower status women
· Ardener et al; 
· African tribe
· Women in charge of power and resources
· Women can be incredibly choosy
· Scarce population of women
· Always take richest guy who woos them
· Preference for riches/ resources than attractiveness
· Biggest reason for divorce; man not bringing home enough resources
· "trade up" to someone who appears to be more resourceful
· Therefore, structural powerlessness hypothesis not supported
· Alternative explanations?
· Moore et al (2006)
· Data suggested that women with financial independence willing to trade resources for attractiveness
· Trait preference sin LT vs ST mating;
· Ambition; LT>ST
· Grad Degree; LT> ST
· Devoted; LT> ST
· Likes kids; LT> ST
· Responsible; LT> ST
· Attractiveness; ST>LT
· Effects of own value;
· The higher your own mate value the more good traits you want and less likely you are to trade off anything
· High value woman
· Young
· Fertile
· Fidelity
· Attractive
· Become very choosy
· Attractiveness
· More masculine and symmetrical than women who rate themselves as average
· Best looking women listed more things they desire in mate than worse looking women (more demands/ higher standards)
