Descartes (1596 - 1650)
Main (philosophical) works:
	Discourse (1637)
	Meditations (1641)
	Principia Philosophicae (1644)
Methodology (systematic, theoretical analysis of the methods applied to a field of study)
1. Introspection and anti-elitism
My plan has never gone beyond trying to reform my own thoughts and construct them upon a foundation which is all my own
Good sense is the best distributed thing in the world … the power of judging well and of distinguishing the true from false—which is what we properly call 'good sense' or 'reason'—is naturally equal in all men, and consequently that the diversity of our opinions does not arise because some of us are more reasonable that others but solely because we direct our thoughts along different paths and do not attend to the same things.
2. Break away from the Scholastic tradition:
And if I am writing in French, my native language, rather than Latin, the language of my teachers, it is because I expect that those who use only their natural reason in all its purity will be better judges of my opinion than those who give credence only to the writings of the ancients
Cartesian Feminism
1. Poullain de la Barre (1647 - 1723)
2. Publishe anonymously in 19673 - On the Equality of the Two Sexes
3. Brings cartesian objectivity to gender issue in addressing cultural inequalities between the sexes
4. Cartesian methodology Poullain, rejected tradition as a mean of dealing with the issues of feminism
5. Based on Descarte's cogito arguments that establishes the superiority of the mind over the body, Poullain extended the challenge of rational thinking to the polemic of sex and gender
6. Mind has no sex; discrimination between the sexes could not be accepted as the truth whether enshrined by tradition or not
7. Female; carried as much intellectual potential as its male counterparts becuase a lack of physical strength had no correlation with a weaker mind
8. Customs and tradition predetermines women subordinate status
9. Fallacious argument:
this is the way things have always been done, therefore they should be done this way
Example: The Maze Runner
10. Had women been allowed to engage in public responsibilities, they would never have been exclude from it in the first place
11. Women are gel to custom and usage as they are sanction by time and male privilege is pure prejudice
12. Poullain arguments apply to class distinction as well
Descartes Innovation/Main Contribution
1. Mathematics is Central
2. "Scientific" Revolution
Break away from Scholastics
3. Philosophical Knowledge
unity, purity and certainty
4. 
