Third Class, September 10, 2014 

Movie clip: Bingo the clown

Consequentialism – Theory said argues that the best decision will bring about the best consequences. 

Epicurus (I Don’t follow others rules, I follow my own) 
Both want happiness in the end 

Epicurus believe, 3 things you really only need in life to be happy:

1) True friends
2) Enough money to satisfy your basic needs. Luxuries are not required 
3) Freedom (to think and say what you want)

Hedonist – A seeker of basic pleasures
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John Stuart Mill – 19th Century English 
He believed in Utilitarianism 
What is the greatest good? The greatest good is happiness. The greatest good (happiness) is when the greatest number of people is happy. 

Rule: Act so as to create the greatest amount of happiness for the greatest number of people. 
All utilitarian’s accept this rule. 

The ultimate goal of morals (humanity) is not a world of happy animals.  We can do things that animals cant such as intellectual pleasures.  Mill believes that there is different level of pleasures, where Bentham is general when referring to pleasures. 

According to Mill, It is better to be an unsatisfied human than a satisfied pig. 

You choose the greatest good even if it makes you unhappy. Benevolent observer.


What is the proof this is a good philosophy?
The only proof that people should choose what they desire is the fact that people do choose what they desire.  

Business is consequentialist – it is profit driven 
Desire for money, power, fame, etc., are good, provided they do not violate the Utilitarian Principle.

The main Criticism of Utilitarianism is that it essentially says, “The end justifies the means”.  (Machiavelli, phosphor) 
Mill says we choose for the greatest good regardless of our own self-interest, to help avoid that. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]What about minority rights?

Strong argument against:

Jeremy Bentham – 18th century English (Hedonist)
Naturalist Philosophy – the basis for morals in the Pain/Pleasure principle. Seek pleasure and avoid pain.  All good things are useful. All useless things are bad.  This is more of the business side to the argument.

Animals also follow the same principle (pain/pleasure) so they are equal to us so they are moral beings.  

Includes the self-interest aspect. 


 
Bentham – is strictly about quantity 
Mill – there is quantity and quality 


Evil - is duplicity, when you were a mask of friendship 

Naturalistic Fallacy: G.E Moore – 20th century English
Confusing a fact for a value. It makes sense to say there are bad pleasures.  

Is/Ought Fallacy: David Hume – 18th Century Scottish
A value is not logically derived from a fact.  Just because a thing is a certain way doesn’t mean that’s the way it has to be. 
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