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Women’s LT Mate Preferences - Character (page 1)
Resources and attractiveness are pointless if the male will not stay with the female in the long term

Overview (page 
“Character” is inner qualities and can be easily hidden/changed based on the situation (men’s strategy for ST mating)
Have to solve the puzzles of commitment, investing in offspring, being a good father, and being compatible

Willingness to Commit (page
Research shows that when women look for signs of commitment, they use love as a signal
Love is an emotion that was selected for as it was useful for reproductive success
Debate: 
Some people state that love originated in the 1500’s by Westerns (e.g. courtly love)
However, ancient texts suggest love has been around since the beginning of recording language and is universal
People also confusion love and marriage  some cultures have arranged marriages 
Even in cultures that have an arranged marriage system, individuals still run-off and elope suggesting they have an understanding of the concept of love
Jankowiak & Fisher (1992)
Hypothesized that for the culture to have the concept of romantic love in it, there should have:
Records of folklore stories; 
Records of songs about couples in love;
Elopement against parents wishes; and
Experience of anguish when lovers are separated
Found all 4 prerequisites in 90% of the cultures analyzed
Love is important; if it wasn’t, it wouldn’t have evolved!
Buss study: Both males and females stated love was 2.9/3 and 2.8/3 across cultures  love is indispensible 
Out of the 18 characteristics that Buss measured, love was the most important characteristic someone should show for LT mating
Why would love evolve?
By accident  couples who experienced love had greater reproductive success than couples who didn’t (especially if the male did not love the female)
Male in love would have stuck around, devoted resources to the mother and offspring, could have loved the offspring because he loved the mother, etc. 
Helen Fisher’s hypothesis (however, evidence is equivocal)
Hypothesis: men fall in love faster & harder
Some evidence that men feel and display love sooner than women because women may wait for signals that the man loves them before they give them sexual access and take them on as a LT mate

Love Signals Willingness to Commit (page 
Buss (2006) on behaviours women view as acts of love
Asked women how they knew men were in love with them
Led him to define love as acts of commitment, through: 
Exclusivity (dating/sex with no one else); 
Discussion of marriage (dating/sex with no one else for the rest of their lives);
Resources shared with the woman;
Discussion of babies (“if my partner does this, he wants to have babies with me”);
Emotional support (willing to support the woman, not matter how inconvenient)

Willingness to Invest in Children (page 
Suggests that the man will invest not only in the woman, but also in her offspring (essential for reproductive success of the woman)
Because the child is biologically expensive to the female, the man can just leave the female and still have reproductive success
Woman gauge which men like babies because they will be more likely to stay and help raise the offspring

Brase (Methods) (page 
Brase (2006) recruited 1800 individuals, 80% single; avg. age = 25
Used pre-rated attractive pictures of the opposite sex
with them not interacting with babies (control), or 
with interacting w/ babies (positive/negative/neutral expressions by both the adult and the baby)

Effects of Interaction Type on Attractiveness Ratings (page 
Women respond very strongly to cues suggesting paternal quality
Overall, men preferred the neutral interactions the most
Positive interaction may suggest that the baby is some other man’s  man may worry he will have to be responsible for that baby if he chooses that woman as his LT mate
Neutral interaction may suggest that the baby is not some other man’s baby that he will have to raise later

Effects of Interaction Type on Personality Ratings (page 
Woman rated men who liked babies as kind (which is expected), but also more ambitious and smart 
Note that ambition and intelligence signals resource
Results suggest men’s liking of babies taints their overall likeability by women  overall likelihood of women mating with him

Recognizing Men Who Like Babies (page 
Liking babies can be faked to some extent; woman have counter-adapted  able to recognize men’s liking for babies without them seeing the man interact with babies
Step 1: Interest in Infants Test (eye tracker)
Analyze if the man looks at baby/other object; periphery of baby/baby’s features
Performance correlates highly with explicit measure of liking babies
Step 3: Ratings of photographs
To what extent the male’s like babies
How willing would the subjects be to have a ST and LT relationship with the male
Results
Woman’s rating of male’s likeability for babies was correlated with male’s self-rating/eye-tracking results
Females could be looking for cues of femininity and  assume they like babies
Therefore men cannot fake whether they like babies/not

Compatibility (page
Getting along is a pre-requisite for successful LT mating
Could negatively affect raising of offspring
Similarity is an indicator of compatibility
Couples who are more similar are more likely to rate happiness in their relationship than less similar couples
Similarity predicts emotional bonding, co-operation, communication, lower risk of break-up, and perhaps increase of survival of offspring
Mate quality matches in a relationship (e.g. 8’s mate together)

Homogamy Examples (page 
Looked at happily married couples of 10 years
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