Environmental Geography
Environment surroundings; the totality of things that in any way may affect an organism
Pangaea- the supercontinent
Plate Tectonics- the Earth is divided into plates, which are in motion. Earthquakes and volcanoes often occur along plate boundaries.

Humans Impact Environment
· Altering ecosystems
· All humans (over time) alter their environments
· With growth in population, impact is greater
· Atmosphere- a thin layer of air lying directly above the land
· Hydrosphere- water at or near the earths surface
· Biosphere-> atmosphere-> hydrosphere-> lithosphere
· Weather- State of the atmosphere at a given time and place
· Climate- long term average weather conditions in a place
· Geographers analyze difference in weather and climate from place to place 
· Hydrosphere
· Water Shortages
· Water is a renewable resource
· But we are depleted water (e.g. aquifers)
· What causes the shortages
· Growing population
· Large population concentrations near small supplies
· Agricultural and industrial use

Impact on Water
· Water Quality
· Primary adverse human impact on water is felt in the area of water quality
· Water population is brought about by the discharge into water substances that cause unfavorable changes in its chemical
· Agricultural sources of water pollution
· On a worldwide basis, agriculture probably contribute more to water pollution than any other single activity
· Agriculture is a chief contributor of excess nutrients to water bodies
· Fertilizers- accelerate eutrophication-> dead zones
· Herbicides
· Pesticides
· Animal wastes (if spread too much)
· Other sources of water pollution
· Mining
· Municipalities and residences
· Host of pollutants from activities associated with urbanization
· Contaminated run off from urban areas
· Chemical seepage into groundwater
· Sewage- more than 90% of sewage in the developing world is discharged directly into waterways without treatment
· Controlling water pollution
· Public education programs
· Environmental organizations
· Manual clean-up
· Companies adopt “green” plans
· Water quality legislation, national and international 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]E.g. the clean water act
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