Chapter 7: Other Sources of Data
Data Sources
· So far, looked at:
· Watching people as a data source
· Structured and unstructured observation
· Experiments, field experiments, natural observation
· Asking people as a data source
· Some experiments, all survey research
· Structured interviews and questionnaires
· Documents
· Several types
· Have ‘text’ that can be ‘read’
· Provide ethical unobtrusive measures
· Content Analysis most common research type
· Were not created for the purposes of social research
· Secondary data
· Collected for the express purpose of research
· By another researcher/organization for their own research
· By an official body (ex. Government) to be made available to researchers
· Official Statistics
· Like crime rates, unemployment rates
· Collected by official body for their own purposes, but useful to social researchers
Secondary Analysis
· Advantages
· Often very high quality data
· Cost and time
· Obviously much cheaper and less time consuming
· More time for analysis
· Longitudinal data
· Subgroup anaylsis
· cross national research
· replication of past research and reanalysis of existing data
· limitations
· potential absence of key variables
· no control over data quality
· data is often very complex
· difficult to ‘learn’
· hierarchal
· several levels of anaylsis are collected
· individual, household, community
· easy to make mistake of ecogological fallacy: using higher level data to make statements about individuals
· ex. Document that rural areas have higher incidence of drunk driving. Assume that means the people living in rural areas drive drunk more often – may not be true
Official Statistics
· data often based on populations, not samples
· ex. Crime rates, vital statistics
· longitudinal and cross-national research often easy to do
· Durkheim’s Suicide study based on cross-national official statistics on marriages, suicides, religious affiliations etc.
· Problems
· Often misleading
· Only include those processed by a socially constructed system
· Ex. Crime must first be perceived, then reported, then police make several decisions, then courts do, then if found guilty – become part of crime rate
· Ex. Unemployment rate – must be not officially working, but must be available and actively looking for work. Does not include the underemployed, or unofficially employed and does not include people no longer looking for work
· Serious reliability issues
· Both over time, and over ares
· Variability over time may not be due to actual changes in incidents, but changes in who gets reported, or what gets included in the rate
· Different definitions, policies, attitude over time
· Ex. 
· More cops looking for drug dealers
· More drugs included in controls
· Zero tolerance for drug dealing
· All increase the rate of this type of crime, without the actual rate of drug dealing going up
Content Analysis
· Must be very clear about what is selected to be studied
· Unit of analysis
· Ex. Tv programs, sporting events, archived photos
· In this case: newspaper articles
· Universe to be sampled from
· Ex. All Olympic coverage, all newspapers? 
· In this case: all coverage of Asian, female, Olympic athletes from a sampling of newspapers
· Period of study
· In this case: 2000-2008 
· Sample selected
· In this case: 266 news articles
· Must move onto measurement
· Classification/coding
· Coding schedule
· Instructions on how to systematically record info
· Allows for data similar to survey or observation data
· 2 approaches to coding
· Manifest coding
· Emphasis on what is easily quantifiable/objective
· Discipline/sport in which the athlete competes
· Place of event
· The country that the athlete represents
· Any reference to (document # of times)
· Physical appearance, beauty, fashion sense, appropriateness of attire etc. 
· Latent Coding  (semantic analysis) more about meaning
· Emphasis is less straight forward
· Underlying meaning, more interpretive
· Documents # of times
· Portrayed as compliant, passive, emotional, family centered etc.
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