LABORATORY WEED LIST

Caryophyllaceae
· Common chickweed (Stellaria medial)
· Not fuzzy
· Annual/winter annual
· Reproduces by seeds
· Corn spurry (Spergula arvensis)
· Annual
· Reproduces only by seed
· Mouse-eared chickweed (Cerastium vulgatum)
· Fuzzy
· Perennial
· Reproduces by seed as well as by horizontal stems
Dennstaedtiaceae
· Bracken Fern (Pteridium spp.)
· Perennial weeds
· Reproduce by spores and underground rhizomes
· Occur in moist to dry sites on a range of soil types, but usually occur near or under open wooded areas
· Fresh and dry bracken leaves are poisonous to livestock

Amaranthaceae
· Redroot pigweed (Amaranthus retroflexus)
· Annual
· Reproduces by seed
· Abundant in soils rich in nitrogen
· Accumulates nitrogen to excess that foliage may be toxic to livestock

Chenopodiaceae
· Lamb’s-quarters (Chenopodium album)
· Annual
· Spreads only by seeds
· Looks like a lamb’s back

Scrophulariaceae
· Common mullein (Verbascum Thapsus)
· Biennial
· Reproduces only by seeds
· Occurs on dry sandy or gravelly soils along roadsides
· Yellow toadflax (Linaria vulgaris)
· Perennial
· Reproduces by seed and by extensively creeping roots


Rosaceae
· Himalayan Blackberry (Rubus armeniacus)
· Perennial shrub which produces biennial stems from a perennial root system
· Tolerates poor soil
· Hardhack (Spiraea tomentosa)
· Native perennial
· Reproduces only by seed
· Low, moist, rich soils in open woods

Apiaceae
· Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum)
· Short-lived perennial
· Contains phototoxic sap that can cause phytophotodermatitis and blindness if sap gets into eyes

Equisetaceae
· Field horsetail (Equisetum arvense)
· Soil is wet and acidic
· Perennial which reproduces by spores and horizontal underground rhizomes

Lythraceae
· Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)
· Controlled by beetles
· Holes in leaves
· Perennial
· Reproduces only by seeds
· Common in wet, moderately disturbed wetlands


Polygonaceae (“many knees” – red notches on stem)
· Prostrate knotweed (Polygonum aviculare)
· Annual
· Reproduces only by seed
· Stems branch freely from a tough, wiry, depply penetrating taproot
· Found in heavily trampled areas, low in fertility and heavily compacted
· Commonly found growing along roadsides and out of cracks in sidewalks and pavement
· Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum)
· Perennial
· Reproduces by widely spreading thick, whitish underground rhizomes and only rarely by seed (by vegetation)
· Stems are smooth, round, often mottled reddish-purple and hollow except at the nodes
· Plant dies back to the ground each winter
· Can grow through cement, into walls, through floors
· No manual way of removal, must use pesticide
· Wild buckwheat (Polygonum convolvulus)
· Annual
· Leaves are arrow-head shaped with pointed lobes
· Competes for light
· Green smartweed (Polygonum scabrum)
· Very similar to lady’s thumb  annual, reproduces only by seed
· Sheep Sorrel (Rumex acetosella)
· Perennial, but may also exhibit an annual life cycle
· Spreads by seed and by horizontally spreading roots
· Often found in pastures and roadsides, but rarely persists in cultivated areas
· May frequently occur in sandy or gravelly soils in areas of low fertility
· Can tolerate acidic soils
· Very unique leaf shape (arrow shaped)
· Broadleaf dock (Rumex obustifolius)
· Perennial
· Reproduces by seed
· Hypernutrification of soil

Convolvulaceae
· Hedge bindweed (Convolvulus sepium)
· Creeping rooted perennial

Brassicaceae (unique seed pods)
· Shepherd’s purse (Capsella bursa-pastoris)
· Annual or winter-annual
· Reproduces only by seed
· Heart-shaped seed-pods
· Creeping yellow cress (Rorippa sylvestris)
· Thin leaves
· ???
· Hedge mustard (Sisymbrium officinale)
· Annual or winter annual 
· Reproduces only by seed
· Commonly occurs in waste places, gardens, and edges of fields
· Only occasionally appears as a weed in grainfields
· Stinkweed (Thlaspi arvense)
· Annual or winter-annual
· Reproduces only by seeds
· Lily-pad seed pods
· Common weed of grain crops and pastures
· Reduce yields through competition
· Ingestion by dairy cows results in tainted milk
· Isothiocyanates present in seed can be poisonous if ingested in large quantities
· Wild mustard (Sinapis arvensis)
· Annual
· Reproduces only by seed
· Common weed in field crops where it is a strong competitor, growing rapidly as a seedling and choking out the crop
· Wild mustard seeds present in livestock feed may result in poisoning (contain isothiocyanates, alkaloids, and glucosides)
· Large seed pods (looks like snap peas)
· Yellow flowers

Geraniaceae
· Stork’s bill (Erodium cicutarium)
· Annual, winter annual, or biennial
· Reproduces by seeds only
· Long needle that looks like a storks bill
· Soft, fern-like leaves

Solanaceae
· Black nightshade (Solanum nigrum)
· Short-lived perennial
· Reproduces by seed and above ground spreading stems
· Berries grow in bunches, initially green changing to dull black or purple
· Berries are toxic to livestock and humans when consumed
· Found in fields, on disturbed land and in wooded areas
· Prolific seed producers

Asteraceae (pretty, unique flower heads)
· Annual sow-thistle (Sonchus oleraceus)
· Annual
· Reproduces only by seed
· Base of leaves wrap around the stem
· Bull thistle (Circium vulgare (Savi) Tenore)
· Biennial 
· Reproduces by seed
· Base of bull thistle flowers have spikes
· Bull thistle looks “meaner” than Canada thistle
· Canada goldenrod (Solidago Canadensis)
· Perennial
· Spreads by seeds and rootstalks
· Has golden rods
· Does not persist under cultivation
· Canada thistle (Cicium arvense (L.) Scop.)
· Dioecious perennial
· Spreads by seeds and by creeping horizontal roots
· Smaller than bull thistle and has shorter spines
· Male – seedless; female – seed producing
· Diffuse knapweed (Centaurea diffusa Lam.)
· Biennial or short-lived perennial
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Creeping perennial
· Climate change indicator
· Supposed to be growing in the interior, not coastal
· Takes over range lands
· Stinky rosettes
· Yarrow (Achillea millefolium)
· Perennial
· Spreads by seeds and by spreading rootstalks
· Forms very dense patches
· Leaves are very numerous at base but become fewer and smaller upwards on the stem
· White flowers
· Common tansy (Tanacetum vulgare)
· Perennial
· Reproduces by seed and by underground rhizomes
· Fern-like rosettes
· Unique flower heads that look like buttons
· Common along roadsides
· Spotted-cat’s/Hairy-cat’s ear (Hypochaeris radicata)
· Perennial
· Reproduces only by seeds
· Branching flower stalk
· Hairy leaves with wave-like edges
· Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale)
· Perennial
· Reproduces only by seed
· Canada fleabane (Conyza Canadensis)
· Annual or winter annual
· Spreads only by seeds
· In disturbed areas
· Leaves are narrow and decrease in size from base to top of plant
· Prickly lettuce (Lactuca serriola)
· Annual, winter annual, or biennial
· Reproduces only by seed
· One middle vein on underside with spikes growing under it
· Common burdock (Arctium minus)
· Biennial
· Reproduces by seed
· Leaves are white wooly underneath
· Grows quite tall
· Burrs cause animals to lose eyes cause it gets stuck in their fur and impossible to remove
· Invention of Velcro
· Hairy galinsoga (Galinsoga ciliate)
· Annual
· Spreads by seeds
· Leaves and stems are covered with coarse hair

Hypericaceae
· St. John’s Wort (Hypericum perforatum)
· Perennial
· Reproduces by seed and by underground rhizomes
· If eaten by livestock, may cause photosensitization

Malvacaeae
· Common mallow (Malva neglecta)
· Annual, biennial, or short lived perennial
· Reproduces only by seed
· Hairy, multi-branched stems
· Found in gardens, farmyards, roadsides, waste places
· Unique leaf shape  roundish, shallowly toothed with heart-shaped bases and have long stalks

Onagraceae
· Fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium)
· Perennial plant
· Reproduces by seed and creeping rootstalks
· Purple four-petalled flowers occur in terminal racemes
· First succession plant after a fire
· Require high temp for germination
· Long, pink, tubular flowers

Urticaceae
· Stinging nettle (Urtica dioica)
· Perennial
· Spreads by both seed and rhyizomes
· Leaves are narrowly heart-shaped
· Stinging hairs on stems and leaves
· Woody stem with spiky leaves
· Inject=itchy
· Found on the edges of trails

Portulacaceae
· Purslane (Portulaca oleraceae)
· Annual
· Reproduces only by seed
· Stems are reddish, thick, and fleshy
· Crawls around the ground
· Distinct, thick, fleshy, hairless leaves
· Late emerging weed
· No predictive flowering time
· Edible

Plantaginaceae
· Broad-leaved plantain (Plantago major)
· Perennial
· Spreads only by seed
· Leaves are smooth or roughly hairy and prominently ripped
· Grows in trampled areas
· Unique vein pattern that runs from base to top
· Narrow-leaved plantain (Plantago lanceolata)
· Perennial
· Reproduces only by seed
· Long, narrow leaves
· Common weed of lawns, roadsides, and pastures
· Unique vein pattern that runs from base to top
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