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Hellenism: Blend of Greece and the Orient that arose after Alexander the Great’s conquests and embraced all aspects of life (ideals, education, warfare, commerce, trade, sport, rhetoric, literature and philosophy).  
· Spread by Roman emperor Augustus  made Romans patrons of Hellenism
· There was a mixture of Roman and Greek unity after Augustus
Alexander the Great (356-323 BCE):
· King of Macedonia (336-323 BCE)
· Overthrew the Persian Empire
· Carried Macedonian arms to India
· Educated by Aristotle
· Alexander’s generals founded the dynasties of the: Antigonids (ruled over Macedonia), Ptolemies (ruled over Egypt), and Seleucids (ruled over Palestine, Syria and Babylonia)  all contributed to the spread of Greek culture
Hellenism and Judaism
· Hellenism was first introduced in Palestine in 332 BCE after Alexander the Great conquered the territory  Palestinian Judaism either had to accept or reject Hellenistic way of life
· Antioch IV Epiphanes Hellenized Judaism to the point of placing a statue of Zeus in the Temple in Jerusalem (Jerusalem was a highly Hellenized city with many of its inhabitants conversant in Greek).
· Rejection of Hellenism in Palestine began in 50 BCE and was completed in the Jewish wars of 66 and 135 CE.
· In the diaspora, however, Hellenism was not rejected by Jews.
· Philo of Alexandria (20 BCE-50 CE) is an example of a Hellenized Jew who only spoke Greek, lived in Egypt and was an admirer of Hellenism.
Hellenism and Christianity
· The first Christians did not reject Hellenism (unlike the Palestinian Jews)
· Many early Christian converts by Apostle Paul were Greek-speaking Jews from the diaspora. 
· The Koine dialect of Greek was the natural vehicle for Christian proclamation
· NT books were first written in Greek (the most common spoken language to get the message of Christianity across).
*Paul was not philosophically prepared to speak to the real Gentiles
*Unlike Greek and Roman religions, Greek philosophy promoted ethical teachings. It was similar to the teachings of Judaism and Christianity in this regard. It promoted virtue and happiness and spoke of a dissatisfaction with the actual human condition.
3 main arguments regarding Greek philosophy 
1. Loan/Theft Theory: philosophers read and borrowed from Moses, hence the similarities between Hellenism and Chrisitianity (however, it is highly probable that Greek philosophers never came across the writings of Moses)
2. Demon Theory: distortions of the truth in Greek mythology are the works of demons (demons thought to be creatures smarter than humans and more capable of cheating and interested in distorting the truth). 
3. Logos Theory (logos spermatikos): The whole Logos (word/reason of God) is present in Jesus Christ, but portions are found in the Jews and the Greeks as well. 
Justin Martyr:
· One of the earliest Christian writers
· Lived in the 2nd century (100 years after Jesus)
· Philosopher who embraced and was impressed by the Christian way of life
· Embraced Hellenism and tried to harmonize it with Christianity (prove to the Romans that Christianity was not a superstition) 
· Used the 3 theories as arguments
· Proto-orthodox
Lesson 5: Varieties and Syncretism
Syncretism: attempt to bring together various doctrines of different religions and present them as a whole  present in early Christianity
· Results from a movement’s relationship to religious factors deemed external to the original vision and tradition  from its inception, Christianity (viewed nowadays as syncretistic) was never a pure and pristine entity totally alien to its surroundings. It could not begin and grow without incorporating elements coming from the “outside,” especially from the not particularly monolithic Judaism and from Hellenism.
· Can also refer to a universal cultural phenomenon, common to the formation of all religions in their very first stages and resulting naturally from sociohistorical placing, population movements, and/or explicit religious propaganda.
· In the formative period of Christianity, three great religious constellations fully deserve the strict epithet syncretist: mystery religions (cults), Gnosticism, and Manichaeism
· Manichaeism: late manifestation of Gnosticism (4th and 5th centuries)
· Heresiologists: church fathers
Mystery religions:
· Most based on the agrarian cycle
· Great gods and nature spirits were celebrated at festivals related to agriculture and fertility.
· “Mystery” refers to a secret rite performed in a ceremony of initiation that allowed certain individuals to enter into a privileged relation with a god/goddess and receive certain benefits therefrom.
· The main mysteries of Hellenistic and Roman times included the Greek mysteries of the grain-goddess Demeter at Eleusis, appealing mostly to rural populations.
Orthodoxy VS Heresy:
· 
What were considered heretic groups at the time are now considered syncretical (different from what became Orthodox Christianity) in light of new findings.
The Da Vinci Code: talks a lot about Gnosticism (and how it was very suppressed by the church who destroyed its writings in order to hide the truth from the people)  this is not believed by scholars (Dan Brown’s claims were not accurate). 
Gnosticism was not a cohesive movement.
First books (letters from Paul) of the NT were only released in the year about 50 AD (questions the accuracy of the books of the Bible).
Jesus never wrote anything in the NT.
Common traits of Gnosticism 
· Esoteric religious movement that flourished in the 2nd and 3rd centuries CE and presented a major challenge for Christianity (proto-orthodox).
· The physical world is in itself inherently evil, in opposition to the world of spirits, which is good.
· The good God generated divine offspring, then offspring, in pairs, reproduced.
· An accident occurred when one divine deity (Sophia) separated from the rest and spontaneously created another being (an evil one born outside the divine realm)  created the evil world.
· For Humanity: Sophia was captured and imprisoned in the material world in human bodies (many humans, though not all, have a spark of divinity in them).
· For salvation: The divine spark will escape only by learning through knowledge (gnosis) where it came from and how it can return.
· For the church: Gnostics admit that Christians who do good can reach some salvation, but that the afterlife is only available to Gnostics. Only Gnostics come to the full knowledge of the secrets of salvation. 
The divine redeemer for Christian Gnostics:
· The salvific knowledge comes from outside the world
· It is brought by a divine redeemer
· Christ is the one who brings this knowledge from above
· Some Gnostics (docetists, Gk. Dokeo – to seem, to appear) thought that Christ came to earth seemingly as a human
· He did not suffer because he was not flesh and blood
· Other Gnostics, believed that the divine Christ entered the body of a man named Jesus when he was baptized
· Christ then left Jesus prior to his death (hence Jesus’ cry on the cross reported by Mt 27:46 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”)
Proto-Orthodox Christianity:
· Proto-orthodox commonly refers to the early church fathers (ex: Justin Martyr and Irenaeus of Lyon) who ended up defining exactly what should be “orthodox” (correct). 
· Became mainstream and set the standards for what is acceptable in Christianity
· Orthodox Christianity - non-dualistic, salvation through faith, non-elitistic, yet open to all.
· Irenaeus of Lyons, 2nd-century author of, Against all the Heresies.
· Irenaeus didn’t see philosophy in a positive light (said that Gnostics were badly influenced by philosophy).  
Against the Gnostics, Irenaeus emphasizes:
· Apostolic succession (the fact that the bishops of proto-orthodox Christianity can trace their appointments back to the apostles)
· Rule of faith (proto-orthodox Christians hold certain basic beliefs that differ from Gnostic beliefs)
· Unity of belief (all proto-orthodox Christians hold the same beliefs, unlike the Gnostics, who hold a multitude of competing beliefs)

Criteria for scriptural canonicity
	Ancient
	a sacred authority had to date back to near the time of Jesus

	Apostolic
	an authority had to be written by an apostle or at least by a companion of the apostles

	Catholic (i.e., universal)
	books had to have widespread acceptance among established churches (e.g., the Gospel of Peter in the Muratorian canon)

	Orthodox
	the most important criterion – the views set forth in a book had to conform with the views in already accepted books (e.g. docetic Christology is unacceptable)

	Inspiration
	books accepted as canonical ended up being regarded as inspired by God



When people talk about Gnosticism, there talk about “secret knowledge”. What king of knowledge are we talking about and why is it secret?
· A kind of intuition or insight (spiritual knowledge of their true spiritual origin  for Gnostics, this was only accessible to a particular group of individuals (themselves, who obtained this knowledge because they inherited from God a divine spark enabling them to comprehend the deeper meanings and mysteries of heaven (a more in depth and profound interpretation of scripture))
Competition between Gnostics and Christianity?
· Gnostic scripture were very suppressed by proto-orthodox Christians (very based on Marcion’s canonical list of selection of books). 
· Marcion considered the Old Testament God to be evil (how could a god create such an evil and material world?). Considers Jesus to be a revealer of a true, unknowable God. 
Lesson 6: Christianity in the Roman World (4th century)
· Christianity became legalized and the official religion of the Roman Empire in the 4th century
Before…
· In order to satisfy the gods, cultic intentions developed. This aimed to keep the PAX DEORUM “the peace of the gods”.
· The Roman religion was complex for it included borrowing traditions and elements - including Oriental Cults  this suggests tolerance for other religions that have ancient roots (Jews).
	Roman
Rule
	· Was more than secular. It included mandatory participation in public ceremonies and securing the gods’ protection for the emperor.

	Roman Religion
	· Had no particular interest in binding doctrines.
· Nonetheless, observance was mandatory for everyone.

	Judaism (and the Jews)
	· Were tolerated for they were a sect with old roots.


Persecutions 
Christians were perceived as disloyal to the state and a sect that sprung out of Judaism. 
According to Porphyry:
· Christians were denounced as having turned away from the recognized god. They were accused of being atheists, to which they responded by saying they were “atheist to all those [pagan] gods”.
· False accusations of crude practices: incest, ritual murder, cannibalism, and magic).
· Christians were considered dangerous because they belonged to an antisocial organization that neglected the gods and ceremonies. 

Pliny the Younger (112 AD – Emperor’s personal legate)
· Observed that Christians were accused of: riots, subversion of public order, neglecting temple worship and non-compliance with religions traditional ceremonies. 
· Therefore, in his eyes, and according to the mob, the application of capital punishment was justified. The victims of this oppression were seen as “martyrs” (witnesses) by fellow co-religionists.
Intense persecutions under emperors Decius (250-251 AD) and Valerian (257-259 AD)  targeted bishops to demoralize the community and was a setback for the church.
260-302 AD: time of complete tolerance (crucial time of growth for the church). 
The Great Persecution (303-313 AD)
· Involved destruction of churches and scripture, confiscation of property, prohibition of worship, cancellation of legal and civil rights, arrests of clergy, torture, execution, and orders to sacrifice to the gods on pain of death. 
After 312 AD
Eusebius
· Born 265, died 340
· Was the first church historian
· He enthusiastically celebrated Constantine and his conversion after the battle at the Milvian Bridge.
Constantine
· Was very sympathetic to Christians after claiming to have had a vision of a cross superimposed against the sun
· He was raised a monotheist (Sun God worshipper), but after his conversion introduced and mixed Christian monotheism with Sun cult worship.
· In 313, Constantine and his co-emperor of the East, Licinius, granted universal religious freedom by the Edict of Milan
Council of Nicaea, 325 AD
· Important step in establishing orthodoxy within the Church.
· Christianity experienced an almost steady progress throughout the fourth century.
324 AD
· Constantine founded Constantinople, “the New Rome”, on the site of ancient Byzantion.
· This conquered the hearts of the Eastern provinces and brought Christianity, which was in many ways still pagan, into Asia Minor.
391-392 AD
· Under the pressure of the Church and in order to enforce imperial unity through religious uniformity and orthodoxy, Emperor Theodosius I declares paganism illegal.
· Christianity becomes the official religion of the Roman Empire and Judaism is only tolerated.
· Paganism is banned.
 


  
