   Journalism and Commerce - The Children of Theophraste Renaudot
 

Journalism as a business
· Seeks a market an pursues a profit

· Indebted to the market

· Business impacts the style of journalism that is produced

· The claim of journalism: it provides a true account of affairs and happening

· The emphasis of journalism reflects what is most profitable

· i.e. why is there so much attention on the Kardashians, compared to the attention on newly arrived immigrants? (viewers want to see Kardashians, $$)

· How is journalism a business that services and supports other kinds of commerce

· Makes money in two ways: 

1. sells a product to its market 

2. Sells itself as an advertising platform

· Provides a running commentary or account of what is happening

 

Science and Commerce
· Brought about the rise of scientific rationalism 

· Science is a way of understanding the world we live in. 

· Science begins its enquiries with observation and holds that only by examining the world in a prejudice-free way can we understand the truth

· Western journalism models itself on science in this way

· If you understand science, you can better understand the world and the forms of communication

· In the dark ages, life went on from generation to generation, pretty much unchanged

· The scientific revolution proved that we could rule over nature, and that knowledge could be transformed into power and profit

· This popularized the idea of progress - the search for techniques and machines that are more advanced

 

Map Metaphor
· i.e. the map.  Stands in for a physical reality, describes with accuracy the contours of the real world. 

· Exceptionally important for the rise of the sea-faring powers, England, France, Spain, Portugal, Italy. Only with the use of maps is the exploration of the world possible.  

· Constantly being changed.

· Provides direction for the real world while inviting it's own revision

· Science and our view on the outside world is always subject to change

· "The good thing about science is that it's true whether or not you believe in it" (this is wrong)

· Unlike religious doctrine which is timeless and unchanging

· Map is a metaphor for the first stirring of libertarian philosophy

 

The Marketplace of Ideas
· Ideas are allowed to be circulated among a community of investigators, where they can all report their findings.  "The marketplace of ideas"

· A collaborative adventure in large scale data gathering

· Liberty of expression 

· Journalism and the printing press provides a printing press to share ideas

· The forum by which members of different communities can talk to each other

· An engine for reform and change

 

Prior to printing press and mass communication
· The church had dictated how the heavens operated

· Over the next 300 years, religion retreats to matters of philosophy

· More bout moral behavior

· Abandons the attempt to constrain the natural world

· Scientific discoveries permit new technological advances

· These advances led to exploration, that let to a new world order and economic organization

· Prior to printing press, economic had a low level, rural economy

· 1500 -> European powers expand, exploit resources from conquered lands or engage in mutually beneficial trade 

 

New Economic Balance
· A new form of global economy based on world trade, moving goods around (i.e. importing bananas from new world, rugs from India)

· New economy based on the movement of goods, new class of mercantile traders who's wealth derives from their position as brokers in the flow of commodities

· These men demand a voice in the king's affairs because his decisions impact business (waging war, increasing taxes) 

· This brings about an end to autocratic rule

· New belief that the rulers should answer to the people

· This new type of commerce requires a flow of information (long distance, and close to home)

· It is economically crucial to be up to date

 

Communication in Europe
· The rise of mercantilism is matched by the rise of communication

· First postal routes in Europe set up

· First pieces of "news" (the monetization of information) (making it into a commodity that you can sell)

· The more timely it is, the more valuable (a commodity with an exceptionally short shelf life. Goes out of date as it spreads)

· By mid-1600's, the outlines of a newspaper (instead of a pamphlet devoted to a single event - Nathaniel Newberry, Newes out of Hollant)

· An aggregator or compendium (puts it all in one package and sells the package) 

· Sold on the street, sets up a relationship of regularity with readers (the readers develop habits, increases readership, kind of like television series today)

 

First Journals
· Journal des Scavans ,1655- the first journal published in the west

· Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society, march 1665

· Thomas Paine's Common Sense, January 1776  (led to the declaration of independence)

 

Theophraste Renaudot
· Théophraste Renaudot (1586 – 25 October 1653) was a French physician, philanthropist, and journalist. Mark Tungate has termed him the "first French journalist" and the "inventor of the personal ad".

· A doctor by the age of 19

· 1612 - summoned to be the physician to Louis the 13th in Paris

· Paris has no running water, sewage system, lights.  The city is dirty, diseased and poor

· Appointed "General Overseer of the Poor" by Richelieu

· Realized that people with goods to sell were not connected to the people who needed to buy them because there was no system of communication

· 1630 - Renaudot opened the "bureau d'adresse et de rencontre", where prospective employers and employees could find each other.  (reduce poverty by helping the unemployed find work, vendors to buyers, selling services such as childbirth nurse, looking for a travelling companion, etc)

· It made information into a commodity that could be sold, though they did not charge anyone to put an ad up

· With the support of Richelieu, he established the first weekly newspaper in France, La Gazette, in 1631.

· 1632 - invents mobile classified advertising, "La Feuille du Bureau d'Adresses" 

· 1633 - he organized weekly public conferences on subjects of interest and published the proceedings; the conferences were discontinued in 1642, when Richelieu died.

· 1640 - He initiated a system of free medical consultations for the poor.

· 1642 -  he published a self-diagnostic handbook, the first treatise on diagnosis in France.

· 1637 - Renaudot opened the mont-de-piété, the first pawnshop in Paris 

 

Things he made or organized (Review)
· 1630, "bureau d'adresse et de rencontre"

· 1631, "La Gazette"

· 1632, "La Feuille du Bureau d'Adresses" 

· Anticipated a business model for journalism that lasted for 400 years

· Invented the marriage between advertising and information content

 

The elements of journalism as a commercial product
· The newspaper is an amalgam of three distinct types of information content:

· Accounts of current events (news) - aka bad news

· Opinionated articles about the way things should be (editorials) - aka complaints

· Commercial messages (advertising) - aka promises

 

The Rise of the Newspaper
· Toppled social order

· Newspapers allowed for publications of persuasion and opinion

· Gave the middle class more of a say in political affairs

· Brought into being a new social collective (the public) instead of simply being rules

· Gave the public the ability to express itself, power

· Entire industries created in order to measure public opinion 

· Industries created to sway the opinion of the public 

 

Origins of Advertising
· Newspapers bought information from organizations such as theaters to sell to public (early 1700s)

· Later, large institutions (theaters) had to pay the newspapers to advertise their information (early 1800s)

 

Scientific American
· Original media company repositioning themselves for the digital age

· Taking advantage of the new interest in science

· Using journalists to portray it in interesting ways

· Making it interactive with a website

· 5.4 million visitors a month

 

"I fucking love science" 
· Elise Andrew - in March 2012, interested in science

· Created a Facebook page called "I fucking love science"

· Now has a website that receives 45 million visitors a month

· Has own product line, store, television programming, etc

· Why is this so popular?

· Targets younger audience

· On Facebook, so lots of traffic

· It was unprofessional science that was dumbed down, but fun for everyone (clickbait)

 

 

 

 

 

 

