 

The Communication Revolution (2)
 

 

Importance of Printing
· Helps to bring about the modern world

· A new way to see commerce and politics

· Brings about the rise of scientific rationalism

· Makes possible new ways of chronicling social affairs

· Help us to understand the implications of the communication revolution

 

Digital Platforms
· Journalism and the internet allows people to connect through points of interest (such as deafness, in the case of The Limping Chicken", in ways previously impossible

· Even the smallest and most specific journalistic outlets can bring about news that is of global significance

 

Invention of the Printing Press
· In the 1400's, information came to the public from the church or the agents of the king

· Books were limited to the elite.  They were hard to make and very expensive

· The printer is the enemy of the confinement of popular discourse

· The printing press allowed mass production

· Information was then readily available, and enabled a conversation that was no longer controlled by the crown or the church

· The printing revolution provided a medium for dissent, and therefore a means by which established doctrine orthodoxy could be challenged

· If you had ideas, it established a platform by which you could publicly or anonymously share them

· Often, people kept their ideas anonymous because it was a crime to challenge the church

 

The Economic of the Bestseller
· It is more profitable to make many copies of a work than to make less

· It is then ideal to find publications that will have the most readership possible

· As the amount of copies is made, the individual copy decreases in cost.  It can then be sold for less money, and more profit will be obtained

· i.e. 1000 copies at $10 each = $10,000, but 100,000 copies at $1 each = 100,000

· Publishers look at audience, publishing things that appeal to the widest possible interest in order to sell the most amount of book

· They want to create controversy, attract attention.  

· It was a market based on popular taste

· Print fuels the rise of nationalism - published in the language of the people (vernacular language)

 

Life of the Printer
· Received content from scholars, thinkers, inventors, etc

· Has to be at ease with independent thinkers who often had heterodox opinions

· Had to be conversant with intellectual trends

· Had to speak multiple languages

· The business provided the printer with a liberally based education

 

Seditious Libel
· Sedition and seditious libel were criminal offences under English common law, and are still criminal offences in Canada, where common law tradition yet persists.
 

Seditious Libel and John Stubbs - 1579
· In 1579, Queen Elizabeth ruled.  She was protestant and contemplated marrying a protestant.  If she married into the French royal family, then they would have had a geopolitical alliance between England and France.  John Stubbs opposed the marriage for a variety of reasons, including xenophobia and the fact that the queen was too old to have children, so it would not be a true marriage.  

· He published his idea thinking that he was supporting the queen, but she strongly disagreed with his comments.  The queen had him arrested and wanted to have him killed, but is convinced but that was too harsh a punishment. 

· He is charged with seditious libel and had his hand cut off in public and he took the opportunity to make a speech. He yelled out "God save the Queen", and there was then a spike of unpopularity for the Queen. Stubbs went on to become a member of parliament.

 

Seditious Libel and William Prynne - 1634
· William Prynne was imprisoned for publishing a book named Histrio-Mastix, a work of theater criticism. It was a novel spiting theatre, and called women who act "whores". The queen enjoyed acting, and clearly took it personally.  

· He also hated Christmas, which was generally accepted as a Christian holiday.  He was sentenced to a fee of 5000 pounds, life in prison, was stripped of his academic degree and put in the stocks.  They burned his books in front of him and cut off his ears.

 

Seditious Libel and John Twyn - 1664
· The authorities found a document called "A treatise of the execution of justice" and traced it to a back-room printing operation led by a man named John Twyn.  They found proof of the printing and arrested him.  Twyn then argues at his trial that he was simply a common carrier (or hit man) 

· Relate to example of bell telephone and common carrier, murder planned through their telephone services.  In this way, Twyn argues that he is just the printer, not the author, and was only there for the money, and therefore was not guilty for seditious libel.  

· The court asked who the author was and who he sold it to in exchange for a reduced penalty, on basis that one man should suffer instead of many.  He did suffer, as he was then sentenced to a public hanging until he was almost dead, and then cut open his stomach and then was pulled apart by four horses (quartered).

· The account of his trial was printed and sold as a best seller

