The Original Communication Revolution: Johannes Gutenberg (1398 – February 3, 1468): Printing and the birth of Modernity
 

 

Modern Communication Systems
· New technologies such as online music services, online retail and book stores and driverless cars are overtaking original companies

· The most profitable media destination produces none of its own content, the most profitable television websites own no stations, etc.

· Services such as having a lawyer or seeing a doctor are now being replaced with self-representation and self-diagnosis

 

Systems of Communication
· Industrialising services such as couch surfing in order to make money

· Communication technology has created entirely new ways to transfer information

· It as also allowed new types of journalism and reporting by changing the way that information circulates and that society reflects on itself

· Communication devices don’t make anything tangible.  Instead, they are mechanisms of connection

· They constitute the central nervous system of society

 

The Printing Press
· Printing was a sophisticated machine for its time, yet it's job was simple… to put ink on paper

· Mass production of information

· The printing press was the catalyst for the change between the middle ages to modernity

· Led to the demise of feudalism and the rise of democratic politics

· Changed the political, economical, philosophical and social beliefs of the time

 

Before the Press (pre-renaissance)
· No formal schooling on reading and writing

· Everyone who is a member of the church can read and write

· The ability read and write was limited to the males high class 

 

Lead-up to the Development of the Press
· There was a demand for books and literature 

· The technologies of metalwork and papermaking were available

· The screw press, previously used to make oils and to press linen, 

· Replica casting technology (To make the letters and machinery) were available

· A new type of ink had just been created

 

Gutenberg's Invention
· Gutenberg laboured in secret for over two decades to create this device in Strasbourg, Germany 

· The first printing press employed more than 20 people

· He had to hire, pay and devise the machinery and systems in order to start making books to sell. He needed start-up capital and investment to fund his invention 

· Received money from Johan Fust

· Gutenberg's main goal was to create a bile, because the church would be his main audience/ customers

· He successfully made a bible and tried to sell it

· Fust then asked for his money back and since Gutenberg cannot yet pay him, he takes over Gutenberg's printing press

· All the money from the original press goes to Fust, not Gutenberg.

· However, Gutenberg is eventually noticed for his invention and given credit

· What we can learn from this: The power of "Freedom of Press" does not depend on the words of the writer, but resides instead with the people who own the means of circulating the information.
 

Mass Produced Commodities
· The printing press was the not the first machine of mass production. Before this, two other things were created in bulk:

· Coins - each with a standard value, determined by the producer. (led to the mass production of other metal products such as weapons)

· Bricks - uniformity allowed for new styles of architecture and stronger buildings

 

 Communication in Politics
· Democracy resides in the conversation between the people

· Voting is necessary for democracy, yet democracy truly resides in conversation and argument

· In order for democracy to work, that conversation has to free and unbridled

· It cannot be constrained and limited (lack of freedom of speech), then there cannot be democracy… corporatist authoritarian society 

· (The government listening to the people instead of vice versa)

· Eg: in authoritarian regimes, the communication systems are policed by the rulers.  This restrains the society's ability to engage in democratic conversation.

 

Communication in Religion
· Martin Luther (10 November 1483 – 18 February 1546) made public complaints about the way that the church was run, saying that it was too focused on money

· Luther's Latin works were taken and translated, and mass produced using the printing press, and then distributed to the public

· His work triggered the protestant reformation, and was the catalyst for reforms that shaped the face of religion in Europe

· Luther's writings opened the eyes of the public to the church's misuse of money and began public dissent

· "Lutheranism" was the offspring of printing

· It used vernacular language, as well as the art of cartoonists and the research of journalists

· As a consequence, political speeches began to be written to be read aloud

· Protestantism was the first organization to use the press as a mass communication system to incite societal change

· Ordinary men and women began to read the bible now that it was mass produced. Up until now, the priest told you what to do, what god wanted etc.  You could not read and even if you could , there were no copies available

· The public began to contest and criticize the preaching of the priest, and began to debate different interpretations of the bible

 

Printing in China
· Very technologically demanding

· Needed to know thousands of different symbols, instead of just 26

· Could only be used by government officials

· Print became a propagandistic tool in a new form of political order

· Could be used to attack existing rules and agitate for change

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

