Organized crime is something that the majority of us encounter on a daily basis without even realizing it. Especially for those of us who live in Montreal, we are surrounded by it no matter where we go. As we have seen in our readings, Montreal is considered a central point in North America for organized crime. This is because Montreal is close to other large urban cities like New York and Toronto. (Danis, module 1, slide 12).  So for people who think that organized crime is a distant problem that does not affect ordinary citizens, it may be time to rethink your belief. When opening any business in downtown Montreal, you run the risk of being involved in or becoming a victim of some kind of organized crime. 
Many times organized crime groups do not work alone. They work in partnerships and create bonds between one another. Criminal organizations get along with each other and because of this “friendship” it makes it much more difficult for the law enforcement to get involved and come in between them. This is why trying to have a legitimate business amongst all the illegitimate ones is a very challenging task to overcome. 
There are many factors that come into play when attempting to operate a lawful business when you are surrounded by ones that are owned by members of a gang. It is rather difficult for many law abiding citizens to grasp onto the consequences that organized crime has on our society because many times it has to do with the economy. It is much simpler for individuals to understand something that they can physically see, like a shooting, stabbing or bombing. But when it comes to having to hide massive amounts of illegally obtained money, this is a different story.
 If the Hells Angels opened up a restaurant next to mine, it evidently would no be due to their love of fine cuisine. There is definitely an ulterior motive to their actions. Organized crime groups tend to practice money laundering, which is the act of concealing or transferring to conceal the source of illegally obtained money.  Their opening of a restaurant next to mine is essentially a front for their criminal activity. This is something that gang members do in order to conceal their illegally owned money. They attempt to mix their unlawful money into legitimate businesses. In turn, this presents numerous issues for other businesses that operate in the same vicinity. More specifically, my restaurant right next door to theirs could suffer some serious consequences as a result of their restaurant being right next to mine.
	The most important consequences that my business may suffer are in the economic realm “the economic impact of organized crimes may seem very abstract even though it can be felt in several ways” and that “the financial aspects of organized crime have far reaching consequences for the economy” (Danis , Module 1, Slide 4). Therefore, while the majority of the population may believe that organized crime is nothing more than criminals killing criminals, their viewpoint could not be any further from the realities of the phenomenon (Danis, Module 1, Slide 2). With the Hells Angels opening up a restaurant next to mine, consequences could be aplenty, and those of an economic nature are of main concern. Firstly, the reason they have opened up is to “make some of their illicit profit look legitimate”. Thus, by funneling money through their newly formed restaurant, it gives them the means to make dirty money look clean. As a result of their money laundering, it is very likely that the restaurant next door would begin to undercut prices on similar products and goods that I may be selling to my customers.  This is possible for them to do because of all the other money they are obtaining illegally. (Danis, Module 1, Slide 4). With lower prices at the restaurant next door, the first consequence is a loss of customer base. With a declining clientele, I may be forced to take out loans in order to keep my business afloat, but soon after will be met with the harsh reality that I cannot survive next to a business that can offer much cheaper prices. Therefore, bankruptcy and the ceasing of operations of my restaurant are a possible outcome. Despite the heavy volume of people who pass through the area, the fact that prices are much cheaper next door results in a lack of business running through my doors.  The criminal activity of the Hells Angels means they have other means from which money flows, therefore it really doesn’t matter to them how much they sell their goods for. Danis notes, “this has a negative impact on the economy because legitimate business people can not compete” (Danis, Module 1, Slide 4).  
	Bankruptcy is only one possible economic consequence that could arise as a result of organized crime in this situation. Property damage is also a very possible outcome, should any turf or gang wars arise due to the Hells Angels presence in the area. Danis staes that “in the spring of 2002, there were a string of arsons that police suspect were connected to the continuing biker gang war, which resulted in several bars being burned down in Montreal” (Danis, Module 1, Slide 5). Should the bar or restaurant owned by the Hells Angels be torched, there is a high chance that my restaurant could be damaged, or entirely destroyed in the process. Property damage doesn’t only mean material loss, but also may likely lead to increasing insurance rates. If insurance companies are aware of the presence of gangs in the area, the cost of insuring a business is also likely to rise significantly. When property is damaged, rates and costs increase, and this is more likely to result in legitimate business owners struggling to keep their doors open (Danis, Module 1, Slide 5). In addition to affecting my business, the economic impact of organized crimes also takes its toll on the government, as well as the taxpaying citizens. Due to the actions of organized like the Hells Angels, the Canadian public are put about a billion dollars out of pocket every year, while sums lost by the government reach around 1.5 billion dollars annually (Danis, Module 1, Slide 6).
	The last main concern is related to the impact on other individuals of society, which with little surprise has direct economic consequences as well.  With a gang operating business next door, the area is no longer as safe as it once was. This is likely to result in a lesser amount of people visiting the corporations in that area. In addition, it raises the notion of increased public fear. There is definitely going to be an increase of criminals in the area, which as Danis explains has the ability to create a “climate of intimidation and violence”. He elaborates, stating, “criminal organizations can operate the way they do because of the fear they instill in ordinary citizens whose daily lives are not filled with violence” (Danis, Module 1, Slide 9).  Perhaps the biggest problem of all, is the fact that organized crime involves people who have a lot of money and as Danis explains, “the fear is that groups of this type could start having influence on the financial and political structure of society” (Danis, Module 1, slide 9). In effect, it starts with something like forcing a local business to close, but the problem has the ability to escalate to a much higher level. Thus, public safety concerns, coupled with the numerous economic issues listed above, clientele is likely to decrease, resulting the ultimate failure of what once was a perfectly legitimate business: my local restaurant on the corner of Saint-Laurent Boulevard.
	The legal definitions of organized crime are the only proper definitions. The only difference, as Danis explains, is that these theoretical definitions have no weight as legal arguments (Danis, Module 1, Slide 18). Garry Clement, an RCMP officer, suggests a smart take on the definition of organized crime with his theoretical definition, and it suits the situation of my restaurant particularly well. Clement states, “organized crime is a process of committing crimes and not a distinct type of crime” (Clement, Video Interview, Module 1, Slide 18). By operating this business to act as a legitimate thing, it is just one more item in a list of crimes they are currently committing. Furthermore, he describes one of its primary characteristics as “ a continued effort to gain a foothold in legitimate institutions to further profit or gain a level of protection from detection” (Clement, Video Interview, Module 1, Slide 18). What Clement lists here is exactly what they are doing in opening up a illegal restaurant beside my perfectly legitimate one. Clement goes on to discuss the fact that these criminals will want a monopoly over the area. He states, “they control certain other criminal activities within a geographic area, with no tolerance for competition” (Clement, Video Interview, Module 1, Slide 18). Thus, my business is no match whatsoever in comparison to theirs, and thus I will effectively be forced to close down. The numerous crimes they are committing while using their restaurant as a means to make money look legitimate, in the end, are the reason why my likely economic woes force me to close down for good.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Organized crime takes on many shapes and forms. In the case of the Hells Angels opening up next door to me, I am likely to be hit with many economic consequences, as mentioned before. Bankruptcy is the most likely of them when all is said and done, however I am likely to encounter increasing insurance rates and property damage beforehand, as well as a total loss of clientele due to my new neighbors undercut prices. In addition, the area in which I operate is likely to become known as an unsafe region to pass through, which has a massive negative affect on the public, for their overall safety might be compromised in this area. The consequences of the presence of the Hells Angels is likely to affect more than just my business alone, for other shops in the region are also likely to take a hit. But for the cause that I am right next-door, I am likely to be hit the hardest. Businesses like mine are most likely to suffer as a result of the Hells Angels setting up shop. I’m certainly not the first to succumb to them, and I certainly will not be the last. 
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