FEM2110A September 22nd 

Pop culture this week:
· Viola Davis 
· First black woman to win an Emmy 2015
· Gives a sense of how powerful representation is
· “you can’t win Emmy’s that don’t exist”
· Lady Gaga “till it happens to you” 
· About sexual violence/ date rape 
· Highlights rape culture 
· 
1. Definitions of pop culture

What is culture? 
· Cultural traditions
· Artistic products
· Cultural practices 

Culture is the social productions and reproductions of sense, meaning and consciousness. The sphere of meaning, which unifies the spheres of production (economics) and social relations (politics)
· Important to humanity in way that it makes meaning for our lives

What is popular culture?
· Mainstream 
· Social media
· Magazines 
· TV shows/movies 
· YouTube 
· Vlogs/ blogs 
Popular culture is any cultural product that has a mass audience 

· Popular culture (commercial culture) vs “high culture” 
· Distinction between high and low art 
· High art educates, enriches, inspires informs 
· Low arm amuses, distracts and entertains 
High vs Low culture: 
· The Frankfurt school: theodor adorno, Max Horkheimer and mass culture 
· The industrialization of the culture industry and he rise of mass produced instead of artisanal production) products has led to an elimination of creativity and individuality 
· Propaganda is a cultural** men above fled Nazi Europe** 

What do we study when we study popular culture? 
· Tv 
· Movies
· Social media
· Events: hurricane Katrina, war in Iraq
· Photos, IG 
· Books
· Music 
· Advertising 
· Visual arts 
· Cultural practices like phrases “lets get a coffee” 
· Meaning: to catch up, to have a date, to see someone briefly, to avoid seeing someone 
Video: apple ad vs. maple leaf ad. 
· How advertising speaks to us 
· Different audience- cool apple, maple leaf 
· Different appeals to community 

2. Stuart Hall and Cultural Studies 
1. Cultural analysis as being about the construction of reality not just the accurate representation of reality 
2. Meaning are not fixed: they are fluid and changing 
· There’s no one truth of a cultural text 
3. Power/knowledge and representation: stereotyping 

· Accumulated meanings/ intertextuality 
· Associations with images (ie: blonde pretty woman as leading roll in romcom) 
· Regimes of representation do not function in a vacuum- they exist in a cultural world of shared meanings (ie “lets go get coffee”) 
· But there can be preferred meanings 
· Desmond Cole: subtle racism regarding Justin Trudeau’s violence against woman discussion 
· Power as being central to the construction of regimes of representations, discourses of truth (ie: black men are violent”, “doctors know best”) 


Representations reflect relations of power, ie: 
· Who is producing the image?
· Who has the power to look vs get looked at 
· Trans people, disabled people 
· What stereotypes and assumptions are being mobilized consciously and unconsciously 
· Key to this is the idea of interested representation that bell hooks talks about 
Power/ knowledge 
· Evoking Foucault, hall argues that power is not just top down and coercive or constraining. Not just physical violence or economic exploitation 
· But also productive it produces truths, discourses, meanings. Symbolic/ discursive power 
· Work by being productive but not destructive, oppressive 
· We internalize norms 
· However, symbolic/ cultural power can work with other repressive forms of power/violence ie: war on terror and torture (24, scandal) 
· Western culture (and the Western Tradition) creates meaning through self/ other relations that depend on difference to create the boundaries of the same ie: 
· Male/female, civilization/savagery, thinking/feeling, nature/culture 
· This results in binary thinking and representation that is not neutral ie: 
· One half of the binary is privileged 
Stuart hall on stereotyping: 
· Typing vs stereotyping
· Ie: older woman seen as 
· Frail
· Smell
· Knitting 
· No sexuality (if they do its yucky) 
· Close minded 
· Cant hear 
· Talkative 
· Typing is essential to the production of meaning (ie: table) 
· A type is any simple, vivid, memorable, easily grasped and widely recognized characterization in which a few traits are foregrounded and change is kept to a minimum 
· Stereotypes take these vivid simple characterizations and reduce everything about a person to those traits, exaggerate and simplify them and fixes them without change to eternity 
· Stereotypes divide normal from abnormal, splits the world between inclusion and exclusion ie: flaming gay men 
· Stereotypes occur when there are large inequalities of power 
· White people experience discrimination, but not racism or “reverse racism”
· Stereotypes help to naturalize or normalize certain beliefs or truths 
· Ie: Canada is a multicultural and welcoming country 
· [bookmark: _GoBack] 
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