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Locke: Founder of English style liberalism. Gives substance to liberal thought. Understands the importance of institutions.

1. Argues that all governments is limited in its power and it exists only with the consent of the governed.
2. All men are born free
Wants to understand political power

Government is there to ensure laws and protect the commonwealth from foreign involvement.

Locke

State of Nature: Initially seen as a state of perfect freedom and natural equality. The natural freedom of men is derived by their natural equality.

For Locke the State of Nature is pre-political but not pre-societal. Freedom is the consequence of political arrangements.

State of Nature for Locke is a state of liberty. Has a law of nature that obliges everyone. Natural liberty of mankind is ruled by the State of Nature.

If there were no laws in State of Nature there would be no real equality and therefor no real freedom.

Locke is the political theorist that legitimizes the acquisition and accumulation of property.

If you can accumulate property, you had reason.

The Law of Nature in the State of Nature taught three things:

1. no one should do harm to others
2. one should not take another’s possessions
3. men are equal and independent
Locke does not equal the State of Nature with the State of War. The State of War can exist at any time where there is no common superior to judge.

State of War exists when arbitrary force is used. The opposite to the State of Nature is civil society.

Civil society: Rule of Law -> common superior

In civil society one has an independent which enforces the law.

State of War is distinguished from civil society and State of Nature because it consists of the use of force without right, justice or authority. Can come about in both State of Nature and civil society. when power is used in an illegitimate fashion without justice.

Slowly saying that people have the right to disavow themselves from the ruling authorities

How State of Nature, Civil Society and State of War differ

· State of Nature is characterized by the absence of a common judge and absence of any law but the Law of Nature
· Civil Society is characterized by the presence of a common judge with the authority to enforce civil law. In addition to either State of Nature or Civil Society, State of War exists if force is used without right.
· State of Peace is force used legitimately. Can be in both State of Nature and Civil Society
not enough to have tranquility. Tranquility can be imposed by a tyrant. Locke wants legitimate rule

Peace kept by legitimate authority and represents the people of society. (i.e. citizens)

How can the State of War exist in Civil Society when you have a common judge who has the authority to prevent the use of force without right?

Locke: Even in Civil Society the power of the civil authority cannot always be operative.

State of War can exist when the force of the judge becomes ineffectual.

State of War more likely to occur in the State of Nature and more difficult to bring about an end to State of War.

State of Nature is not to be endured because if the problem when individuals try to be their own judge. Individuals can’t be allowed to judge on their own affairs, but this is the State of Nature.

Obligations of the Law of Nature

· Every man is obliged to preserve themselves 
· Law of Nature teaches that every man is obliged to preserve all of mankind
There always remains the problem of misjudgment.

Self preservation is the very definition of reasonable behavior.

In order to survive one needs to be able to accumulate property, goods.

Men are ignorant of the Law of Nature for want of study, therefore they act contrary to its reason.

Men must discover and contrive the conditions that will enable them for their self preservation. have to discover the institutions that allow us to do that.

3 similarities with Hobbes

· State of Nature home and only home int eh State of War
· Source, content and end of Law of Nature becomes self preservation
· Both understand that civil government is the proper remedy that are in State of Nature
Differences

· Locke’s State of Nature is not as violent as Hobbes’
· Locke doesn’t speak as a political murderer in the State of Nature. Main threat is poverty and hardship.
· Locke’s government is far less absolute
· Locke pays much more attention to property.
Locke’s discourse on property

· Assertion of the world as a divine grant to man
· Where does private property come from?
· Answer
Original common no one owned anything. Universal property lawlessness.

Man owns his own labour and labour power.
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Labour is seen as an extension of the person.

Property is one of the things that helps us get out of the State of Nature.

Whatever you mix with your labour belonged to you

State of Nature: Though you could accumulate, you had to leave enough for others. Cannot accumulate more than you need.

No one else has the right to your labour and your property is an extension of your labour and therefore cannot be taken from you.

Why natural provisions are almost worthless

1. An apple provides no benefit until it is picked but you can’t pick more apples than you can eat.
2. Great abundance of things - surplus of things when the number of human beings is small.
*spoilage was a major problem

Land which is left untiled is the same as waste. Through agriculture the initial spoilage is overcome because cultivate land provides a surplus.

Increased productivity needs a way to dispose of the surplus. Need some invention to make it reasonable that allows an individual to produce more than is immediately necessary.

· Invention of money - comes into being through mutual consent
· Men could exchange their perishable goods for something permanent
· This agreement hastens the move into civil society
· The more that is produced, the more their is to share (foundations of a market society)
How well you do depends on your industriousness, therefore can’t really be cheated.

For the 1st time there exists the possibility to own more than you can protect.

Sovereignty of Nature begins to dissolve and man needs to institute a new form of rule of their own making.

· Rule of Law depends on the individual
· Society is not ordained by God, but a collective establishment by men
· Idea of a non personal God. no longer really able to interfere in his creation.
Men are driven into society for the protection of their property, not for personal protection.

State of Nature has 3 basic defects in relation to property.

1. No judge with authority to determine all differences according to established law (no arbiter)
2. No established human, positive law
3. No power to back and support a sentence (no enforcement of the law)
These problems can only be remedied through civil society.

Any number of individuals can come together and form civil society.

Those who don’t join you stand in relation to civil society as still in State of Nature.

The power of each individual is transformed to the community

The natural powers we have in the State of Nature are transformed into the political power in civil society -> (this based on the compact)

no such thing as absolute political power. Powers were there simply for political stability and protection of property.

Political power becomes a human creation.

Once created, civil society comes to have a law of its own. this is the preservation of its own.

1. All the rights of its members must be consistent with the preservation of society.
2. the commitment made by members must be permanent. (compact to enter civil society)
3. Power of society must be all inclusive
4. Final law that is applicable to the body politics is the law of the greater force. This law simply forms the basis of the rule of the majority
Forms of Government

Distinguishes between them on how and in whose hands the legislative power rests.

Democracy: Majority retains legislative power.

Oligarchy: Legislative power retained by a few individuals

Monarchy: Legislative power is retained by one individual

In every case only majority consent can found the government

Locke’s idea of majority does not give preference to one form of government over another.

Powers granted to the government is entrusted to the government it is not relinquished by the public as the supreme power to protect themselves always remains with the public. The public grants the power to rule.

The ruling power is found in the legislature. If the legislature can’t govern, the authority reverts back to the people.

As long as the legislature governs, it is supreme. When it can’t govern the power returns to the people for them to establish a new government.

Separation of Power

Those who make the laws cannot be allowed to execute them. Executive power rests with the head of state.

The executive also has the power of war and peace and to make alliances.

Legislative powers is considered to be superior to executive because it generates the laws.

Executive at times may act beyond or even contrary to the law. (when adherence to the law goes against the good of society)

Executive prerogative. Prerogative has always grown most extensively in the reign of the greatest princes. The abuse of this prerogative tends to take place with lesser princes.

Right of the people to resist tyranny. Right to resist unjust laws but responsibility to up-hold the community

When the prince acts against the people, he places himself outside their society

Power to resist is always granted to citizens. not allowed to exercise it until government doesn't rule properly.
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Locke: Philosophy best suited for man is he twilight of possibility

Difference between liberals and the more radical.

Political philosophy has a mere limited role than in ancient Greece. Gradual development.

Locke: Philosophy should surrender its traditional concern with man’s inner state and his destiny. Traditional Christian thought cannot help with these.

Philosophy should turn to examine the natural world. Not to speculate too much.

Philosophy should promote the advantages and conveniences of human life. Its concern should be with modest improvement int he real world.

Practicality and action become the watchword of philosophy.

Philosophy came to doubt the seriousness of its own enterprise.

The effect of turning philosophy out there was to accept the societal status quo.

In human life there is no scientific or mathematical predictions.

Political knowledge is similar to prudence because it is undermonstrable. Prudence depends upon various and unknown interests.

Hobbes asserted the distinctiveness of the political. The restraints placed on society by the political order.

The political possessed an identity of its own. Political authority was not to be concerned by social or political authority.

Locke rejects theses assertions

· State of Nature was deemed to be a condition of perfect freedom. State of perfect equality where all power is reciprocal.
· Political power here is already present
Lockian man: Political order could never be an invention, could only be a rediscovery.

Also argued that State of War found in State of Nature and civil society. State of War destroyed the distinctive element of community. the agreement to live by positive law in civil society.

If State of Nature is relatively idilic, why leave it? Full of fears and continued apprehension.

Society is more important than political order.

Revolution becomes a social activity. When the majority is upset, you leave a right to demand change. Majority exists mainly outside the political process.

justifying the bourgeois society he sees developing

Importance in the protection of wealth and interests.

Interest came to play to social thought as conscience did for religion. Conscience represented the most valuable for the individual.

Interest has a central place in Liberal theory.

Conscience: Subjective belief helped by one individual.

